
 

Meeting Minutes  May 20, 2017  
 
The Basileus, Soror Marsha Penn, called the May 20, 2017, regular meeting of the Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated to order at 11:01 AM at The Power Center, 12401 South Post Oak Road, Houston, 
Texas 77045. The meeting was attended by 317 sorors.  
 
Approval of Agenda:  Soror Penn presented the meeting agenda without corrections. The agenda was adopted.   
 
Invocation: Soror Charlyn Kyles provided the devotion. 
 
Update of Sorors on Quiet Time:  Soror Penn requested continued prayer for all sorors on quiet time as reported in the 
chapter newsletter, weekly eblasts and announcements.  
 
Leadership Development Moment: Soror Penn presented two leadership development moments as prepared by the 
Leadership Development Committee.  
 
Introduction of the Hostess Committee: Soror Veronique Williams, Chairman of the May Hostess Committee, 
introduced Co-Chairs, Soror Idaena Wade and Soror Jana Williams, and other sorors serving this month. Soror Veronique 
informed the body that the May community service project is Target I - Educational Enrichment – One Million Backpacks. 
Backpacks collected at the meeting will be donated to James H. Law Elementary.  
 
Introduction of VSMs: Soror Christina Allen-Crowder, Chairperson of the Protocol Committee introduced Soror Mattelia 
B. Grays, 18th Supreme Basileus, Soror Faye B. Bryant, 21st Supreme Basileus, Soror Gwendolyn J. Brinkley, 23rd South 
Central Regional Director, Soror Regina Carrington, South Central Regional Representative to the International 
Nominating Committee, Soror Tamara Cubit, South Central Regional Representative to the International Reinstatement 
Task Force.  Other International appointments recognized: Launching New Dimensions of Service Investigation and 
Evaluation – Sorors Darlene Johnson, Diana Johnson, Pamela Lazard, Felicia Ransfer, Patricia Roberts and Tishauna 
Washington. Regional appointments recognized: Soror Ulonda Crawford Eurey, Strategic Planning Chairman; Soror Carol 
McCree, Mentoring Chairman; Soror Karen Grays, Logistics Co-Chairman; Soror Kim Topps, Texas Statewide 
Connections Coordinator; and Soror Mary Smith Johnson, Membership Committee.  
 
Introduction of Visiting Sorors:  Soror Mary Smith Johnson, Hodegas, welcomed and introduced eight visiting sorors 
and three reactivating sorors.  
 
Reading of the Rules:  Soror Karen Grays, Parliamentarian, presented the special rules of order related to debate that 
were adopted December 17, 2005, to govern all chapter meetings. 
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 
Approval of the Minutes:  Soror Andrea Bonner, Anti-Grammateus, moved for the approval of the Saturday, April 15, 
2017, meeting minutes as distributed. The motion passed.   
  
Correspondence: Soror Karen Aubrey, Epistoleus, informed the body that thank you cards were received from sorors for 
spiritually uplifting words, prayers, calls, emails, visits, plants and the love, support and sympathy shown during their time 
of illness or bereavement. Additional correspondence was received from Soror Veronica Johnson asking for the chapter’s 
support in the form of an ad for being honored by the Top Ladies of Distinction, Sugar Valley Chapter; The Emancipation 
Park Conservancy, requesting volunteers for its rededication events that will be held on Saturday, June 17, 2017 and 
Monday, June 19, 2017; Mr. John Sadler, CEO of MyLabHealth requesting Alpha Kappa Omega’s participation in the 
Juneteenth Greek Step Fest on Saturday, June 17, 2017 at Tom Bass Performing Arts Pavilion, and Julia F. Thompson, 
Inc. requesting support of the 17th annual Pink on the Green Gold Tournament.  
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Executive Committee:  Soror Andrea Bonner, Anti-Grammateus presented the report of the Executive Committee which 
met at the Power Center on Wednesday, May 17, 2017 at 6:30 PM with a total of 36 Executive Committee and Committee 
Chairmen present. The Executive Committee approved the following recommendations for ratification: to support the 
S.H.A.P.E. Community Center with a $400 donation for their 48th Anniversary Celebration on Saturday, September 23, 
2017 and to support Sorors Veronica Johnson, Cherise Story and Shonda Provost with a full page ad in the amount of 
$125 in the program booklet for the Top Ladies of Distinction, Inc. Sugar Valley Chapter, Third Annual “Evening of Jazz” 
Scholarship Fundraiser. Monies for both recommendations will come from the advertising budget. The motion carried.  
 
Discussion: Soror Veronica Johnson moved to amend the recommendation to support Sorors Veronica Johnson, 
Cherise Story and Shonda Provost with a full page ad in the program booklet for the Top Ladies of Distinction, Inc. Sugar 
Valley Chapter, Third Annual “Evening of Jazz” Scholarship Fundraiser to instead purchase three separate ads for each 
individual soror. The proposed amendment failed.  
 
Soror Camilla Jackson asked for a point of clarity in that the original motion stated that the money for the proposed ad 
would come from the advertising budget, when after supporting the $400 S.H.A.P.E donation, there would not be enough 
money in that budget to cover three separate ads. After clarification from Soror Lisa Brooks, Soror Marsha clarified that 
the ad would come from the license plates line item.  
 
Financial Secretary’s Report: Soror Erica Moore, Pecunious Grammateus, reported the following: financial reporting 
period for March 1, 2017 – March 31, 2017, the Anti-Pecunious Grammateus collected $9, 596.00, the Pecunious 
Grammateus collected $5, 930.00. Anti-Pecunious Grammateus and Pecunious Grammateus collected $218, 051.42 for 
the financial reporting period of March 1, 2017 – March 31, 2017. For the financial reporting period of April 1, 2017 – April 
30, 2017, the Anti-Pecunious Grammateus collected $1,015.00, the Pecunious Grammateus collected $5,821.00. The 
Anti-Pecunious Grammateus and the Pecunious Grammateus collected $225,962.57 for the financial reporting period of 
April 1, 2017 – April 30, 2017. For detailed accounting, please refer to the actual report. Report referred to Audit 
Committee for review.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Soror Lisa Brooks, Tamiouchos, presented the following reports for the period ending April 30, 
2017: Comparison of Budget to Actual, Statement of Financial Position, Monthly Bank Reconciliation, and Outstanding 
Checks 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION - ASSETS 

Chapter Operations  $178, 540.45 Housing $83, 681.89 

Grants and Self-Sustaining  $66, 022.43 Savings $19, 155.44 

  Prepaid Expenses                                                      

  TOTAL ASSETS  $347, 400.21 

TOTAL INCOME 

April 30, 2017 $8, 471.68 Actual                                 YTD $290, 116.52  

TOTAL EXPENSE 

April 30, 2017 $18, 347.34 Actual                                 YTD $163, 421.12 

                                                      TOTAL INCOME IN EXCESS OF EXPENSES 

April 30, 2017 ($9, 875.66) Actual                                 YTD $126, 695. 40 

 
Soror Lisa Brooks, Tamiouchus gave a verbal report for the Statement of Financial Position, Outstanding Checks and 
Monthly Bank Reconciliation for April 30, 2017. Soror Lisa stated that minor changes had been made to the comparison to 
budget actual report with columns that identify the sections including sub categories. The Audit Committee is still 
reviewing previously reported findings and Soror Lisa will be meeting with the committee on June 12, 2017 to discuss the 
findings. The chapter will be made aware of the findings at the June 2017 sorority meeting. Soror Lisa will be at a table at 
the back of the room for anyone who has not picked up their Constitution and By-Laws, Manual of Standard Procedure as 
well as documents provided for sorors whose dues were delayed in being transmitted to the corporate office. Sorors who 
have not picked up documents related to the delayed dues transmittals will be sent these documents in the mail after 
today’s meeting.  
 
Discussions: Soror Angela Williams thanked Soror Lisa for the new checklist that she viewed online, but is concerned 
about the printing cost of over $1,000 a month for the meeting packets when there is only $17.80 budgeted for printing for 
the rest of the year, and asked if a motion should be made to get someone to cover the packets.  
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Soror Lisa responded that an overview of projections will be done to provide packet information electronically to sorors, 
however in the interim, we will be utilizing, page 3, section C, number 14 of the April 30, 2017 Comparison of Budget to 
Actual – Operations report to cover printing expenses until then. The objective is to have the information provided via 
electronic screens and tablets to avoid expenses. Soror Angela suggested Kinko’s as a cheaper option. Soror Marsha 
stated that the Kinko’s versus Metoyer printing option would be taken back to the Executive Committee for discussion in 
June.  
 
Soror Angela Williams asked that the financial reports be proofread prior to being submitted and printed as there have 
been errors for the past 2 months.  
 
Soror Lisa responded with an apology and noted that the Bayway Lincoln funds were being utilized from the previous year 
to be included in this year’s approved chapter budget and should have been noted as such on the financial report.  
 
Soror LaDonna Harris asked that Soror Lisa provide actual numbers referenced for Conference Expenses as that 
information was not in the packets.  
 
Soror Lisa responded -  Total Expenses YTD is $163, 421.12 and the Total Income in Excess of Expenses is $126, 
695.40. Total expenses remaining in budget is $98, 540.13. Total Income in Excess of Expenses is ($126, 695.40).  
 
Soror Marsha responded that the Comparison of Budget to Actual report page 3 will be reproduced and included in the 
next month’s report.   
 
Graduate Advisor’s Reports:  
 
Gamma Psi: Soror Erica Smith reported that the official letter that is required to return Gamma Psi to active status has 
not yet been received from South Central Regional Director, Soror Katina Semien. Soror Erica spoke with Soror Katina on 
May 2, 2017 and she was asked by Soror Katina to contact her following the close of the Spring 2017 semester. Soror 
Erica contacted Soror Katina on Monday, May 15, 2017 and is awaiting a reply.   
 
Epsilon Lambda: Soror Patricia Roberts presented the chapter report that is included in the packet.   
 
Omicron Gamma: Soror Faye Phillips presented the chapter report that is included in the packet.  

 
VISION BOARD VISION STATEMENTS 

 
Chapter E-Automation Committee: Sorors Evelyn Gates and Rhonda Williams, Committee Chairmen presented the 
committee’s vision statement. Soror Rhonda and Soror Evelyn informed the body that their goal is to assist the chapter 
with having more efficient attendance tracking. They are looking to add bar codes to our badges to have more adequate 
accounting of chapter attendance and also add an “add to calendar” link on chapter meeting invites. Verbal Report.  
 
AKA Chorale: Soror Kamelia Nunez, Committee Member, presented the report. The committee is in the process of 
reactivating the AKA Chorale. The committee seeks to have more participation within the sorority and at sorority events, 
but also within the community. The committee already has proposed community events on the calendar. Verbal Report.  
 
Purple Committees: Soror Natalie Carroll, M.D., Committee Chairman, presented the report. The committee is currently 
in the process of setting up programs to assist each soror with the daily stresses of work, children, families, etc. that 
everyone encounters. Verbal Report.  
 

SISTERAWARENESS f/k/a Sister AKAdemics  
 
Power Through Stroke: Soror Bonnie Word presented a detailed presentation on Stroke including warning signs, 
symptoms, and other tips.  
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Health:  Soror Pam Cormier, Committee Chairman presented the report. Soror Cormier informed the body of the events 
that the chapter participated in during the month of April including the Sisters Network Walk on April 8, 2017, where the 
chapter raised $585 and the NAMI impact day on April 8, 2017. May is Stroke Awareness Month and each week the 
chapter will be sent e-blasts to provide education on stroke and awareness. The NAMI walk was held on May 6, 2017 at 
Sam Houston Park. Save the date for The Longest Day on June 21, 2017 and the Mental Health Symposium on Saturday, 
October 7, 2017.  Soror Kim Topps, Sub-Team Leader of the Longest Day Committee presented information on this 
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activity. Alpha Kappa Omega will be partnering with Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. on the Longest Day activities. The 
Longest Day will be recognized on Wednesday, June 21, 2017 from 11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. and 6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at the 
Alzheimer’s Association of Southeast Texas. The committee will need volunteers, donations for Alzheimer’s patients and 
care giver packets and donations for door prizes.   
 
Global Impact Target: Soror Laureen Wimbley, Committee Co-Chairman presented the report. Soror Wimbley extended 
heartfelt thanks on behalf of the committee to our Undergraduate chapters for hosting the Model United Nations Global 
Classrooms simulations. The committee sponsored two ASCEND students to attend the 2017 Global Classrooms 
Conference as part of a partnership with the Houston chapter of the United Nations Association. The committee will be 
working on two fundraisers for 2017; to host a meal for the Night of a Thousand Dinners in support of the UNA’s Adopt-A-
Future campaign and collecting donations to purchase malaria nets for Sub-Saharan African countries with the Nothing 
But Nets program, sponsored by UNICEF. Upcoming events: National UN Day in October 2017, the Soles4Souls shoe 
donation drive for February 2018 and the 2018 Global Classrooms Conference in April 2018.  
 
Childhood Hunger Target: Soror Rose Austin, Committee Chairman and Soror Deborah Hutchison, Co-Chair presented 
the report. The committee will secure snacks for Kids’ Meals, an organization that delivers free healthy meals to some of 
Houston’s hungriest preschool-aged children. The committee has contacted grocers and restaurants in an effort to secure 
leftover or surplus food. The committee would like to donate this food to families in need. The Power Center has also 
been contacted about leftover food from sorority meeting. The committee has contacted the Backpack Committee for 
partnership in an effort to supply healthy snacks in the backpacks.  
 
One Million Backpacks Target: Soror Vanita Reed presented the report on behalf of Soror Bonita Morgan. The 
committee is currently in the process of determining and reporting the number of sorors still needing to give backpacks, 
focusing on more soror participation and collaborating with the Childhood Hunger committee for the Non-Perishable Food 
in a Backpack project. The committee will have a backpack drive in June/July/August. The case prices for backpacks are 
$2.75 for 15 inch., $3.25 for 16 inch and $3.75 for 18 inch (24 in each case). The backpack goal for Leadership 
Conference is 200 backpacks and the goal for cluster retreat is 132.  
 
ASCEND Target: Soror Martina Judge, Co-Chairman presented the report. The students participated in the following 
activities: Career Exploration: “Dress for Success” workshop, enrichment session aimed at increasing awareness of 
HBCUs, Skills Development: Stop, Click and Think, an interactive which led students to explore the impact of social 
media,  the “Egg Drop” STEM activity, and the M&M breakout sessions. Soror Ester Lunnon has assumed recruitment 
responsibilities for students. ASCEND students collaborated with Top Teens of America (Humble Intercontinental 
Chapter) on April 29, 2017 at the Federal Reserve Bank.  
 
Environmental Spaces/Acts of Green Target: Soror Una Topps, Chairman and Soror Lillie Jones, Co-Chairman 
presented the report. The committee recommends that the chapter volunteer at Emancipation Park’s reopening on June 
19, 2017 and that the chapter refresh the playground and plant shrubs at Beatrice Mays Education Center on June 6, 
2017 from 8:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  
 
Standards: Soror Betty Merritte-Williams, Standards Committee Chairman presented the report. The Standards 
committee is asking sorors to observe these norms during each meeting: Maintain a respectful tone when speaking - be 
respectful of everyone, avoid personalizing comments – focus on the process, not on the person, and speak your truth 
and keep all comments constructive.  
 
Entertainment: Soror Edwina Johnson, Entertainment Committee Chairman presented the report. Soror Edwina informed 
sorors that Alpha Kappa Omega will be attending Dancin’ in the Street…Motown & More Review on Friday, May 26, 2017 
at 8:15 p.m. The committee is soliciting sorors to stand in line to secure free tickets for our VSG’s, Golden and physically 
challenged sorors. The committee was presented with 100 tickets each for 4 Astro’s games. The date that was decided 
upon was June 16, 2017 at 7:10 PM. Tickets were distributed at sorority meeting. Alpha Kappa Omega’s New Year’s Eve 
Extravaganza will be held on Sunday, December 31, 2017 at the HSR Event Center. The theme is New Year’s Eve in 
Paris and the tickets will be $80.00 per person. The committee is asking the chapter for $1,500 seed money for the down 
payment to secure the venue. Soror Edwina made a motion requesting the $1,500 seed money from the chapter. The 
motion passed.  
 
Membership: Soror Wondy Weston, Committee Chairman presented the report. Preparation is underway for the chapter 
retreat which will be held on September 9, 2017. The committee is currently laying the foundation for workshops and the 
retreat theme.  
 
National Pan-Hellinic Council of Houston: Soror Darlene D. Johnson, Committee Chairman presented the report. Soror 
Darlene gave a re-cap of the Greek Picnic Weekend which was held April 28 – 30, 2017. During the weekend, the 
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community service project was held at The Bread of Life on April 29, 2017. On June 12, 2017, sorors of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc. and the men of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. will be hosting the June meeting. Tickets for the 
meeting will be sold for a cost of $15 each because food will be served. Tickets can be purchased from Soror Darlene. A 
motion was made and passed to purchases tickets for the 18th Supreme Basileus, Soror Mattelia B. Grays, 21st Supreme 
Basileus, Faye B. Bryant, 20th South Central Regional Director, Soror Polly Sparks Turner, 23rd South Central Regional 
Director, Gwendolyn Brinkley and Basileus Marsha Penn.  
 
Sisterly Relations Activity: Sorors Charvela Fearon and Shalondra Moore, Committee Chairmen, led the chapter in the 
Hats, Gloves and Pearls sisterly relations activity centered around Mother’s Day and read a poem written by Soror Lydia 
Brew.  
 
 
Unfinished Business: No unfinished business.  
 
New Business: No new business 
 
Announcements: Soror Karen Aubrey provided the following announcements: the Debutante Ball will be held on July 23, 
2017 at the Royal Sonesta Houston Hotel. This year’s theme is Treasured Pearls of Splendor. Sorors interested in 
attending the ball or related events can contact the Ticketron Committee. The committee is also looking for hostesses for 
the ball. Interested sorors can contact Soror Josena Auzenne. The Technology Committee will be located at the back of 
the room to allow sorors to sign up for Boule Committees. Sorors are asked to sign up for at least two committees. The 
HBCU Committee is partnering with the Texas Black Expo for the 14th Annual College Summer Fair that will be held on 
June 10, 2017 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at the George R. Brown Convention Center. The committee is looking for volunteers 
and greeters. Interested sorors can contact the HBCU Committee Chairman, Soror Pam Branch.  
 
Open Mic: Soror Opal Harrison thanked Sorors for showing up in record numbers for the recent Pearland Mayoral 
Elections and reminded them that the general election date is June 10, 2017. Soror Harrison has flyers and handouts for 
sorors who are interested. Soror Marsha announced that if you purchased the Boule attire and have not picked it up, you 
can pick it up at the June 2017 sorority meeting. Soror Marsha also made sorors aware of the Senior Citizens table that is 
set up monthly at the back of the room. The table will have pertinent information to keep our seniors aware. Soror Carol 
McCree announced that she is collecting money from Wheeler Avenue Sorors to donate backpacks to the Wheeler 
Avenue Academy students. She will be collecting today and at the June sorority meeting. Soror Carolyn Jones informed 
sorors who are retired educators to be aware of the current proposed changed to TRS as proposed by the Texas 
Legislature. She will provide additional information at the Senior Citizens table. Soror Marsha informed sorors that the 
chapter would be taking a chapter photo soon and to be on the lookout for the announcement via our chapter e-blasts.  
 
Birthday Recognitions: Sorors Idena Wade and Jana Williams recognized sorors celebrating May birthdays. The 
chapter serenaded these sorors singing happy birthday.  
 
Adjourn:  Soror Penn adjourned the meeting at 1:25 PM.  
 
Submitted By: 

    

Andrea Bonner    Marsha Penn 
2017 Anti- Grammateus   2017 Basileus 
 
Please contact Soror Helen J. Houston via email at by May 14, 2017, with any suggested corrections. 


