
 

Meeting Minutes  April 15, 2017 
 
The Basileus, Soror Marsha Penn, called the April 15, 2017, regular meeting of the Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated to order at 11:00 AM at The Power Center, 12401 South Post Oak Road, Houston, 
Texas 77045. There were 287 sorors signed in. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  Soror Penn requested approval of the agenda with one correction.  The Correspondence Report 
will be presented later.   A motion was made to accept the agenda with the noted correction; the motion carried. 
 
Invocation: Soror Charlyn Kyles provided the devotion. 
 
Update of Sorors on Quiet Time:  Soror Penn updated the chapter that Soror Dorothy Lawson became an Ivy Beyond 
the Wall and the arrangements for the ceremony has been communicated to the chapter. Sorors are requested to 
continue praying for the Lawson family and all members who are experiencing health challenges. 
 
Basileus Comments: Soror Penn reported on the late payment of dues. There were 63 sorors whose dues were 
electronically transmitted late to the Corporate Office. The Financial Secretary and Treasurer’s Reports will give details 
and explanation.  The Pecunious Grammateus turned in funds for the payment of dues to the Tamiouchos, but the 
Tamiouchos was hindered electronically. Soror Penn stated sorors will not have a break in service as assured by Soror 
Patricia Watkins, Director of Membership, because documentation has been sent to the Corporate Office to prove sorors 
paid dues on time at the chapter level. The Corporate Office is working on a process to show effective date of 1/1/17 and 
not 3/17. Supreme Tamiouchos, Soror Danette Reed, is in touch with the International Technology team to assist with the 
process. Sorors should have received an email of the letter sent to the Corporate Office to be placed in their files. For any 
sorors affected when applying to sponsor someone for Membership Intake Process (MIP), or legacy and life membership, 
a copy of the original letter will be attached to the application and sent to the Corporate Office.  
 
Introduction of the Hostess Committee: Soror Patricia Sibley, Committee Chairman, of the April Hostess Committee 
recognized all hostesses serving this month. The April Service Project is Target III: Family Strengthening.  Sorors were 
asked to bring seasonal wraps which will be donated to the La Hacienda Nursing & Rehabilitation Center. Co-Chairmen 
are Sorors Mary Shockley and Mary Thompson.  A quorum was established at 186 sorors. 
  
Introduction of VSGs:  Soror Christina Allen-Crowder, Protocol Chairman, introduced Soror Mattelia B. Grays, 18th 
Supreme Basileus; Soror Faye B. Bryant, 21st Supreme Basileus; Soror Polly Sparks Turner, 20th South Central Regional 
Director; and Soror Gwendolyn J. Brinkley, 23rd South Central Regional Director; South Central International appointment 
was recognized: Soror Regina Carrington, Program Planning. Other International appointments recognized: Launching 
New Dimensions of Service Investigation and Evaluation – Sorors Patricia Roberts, Darlene Johnson, Diana Johnson, 
Tishauna Washington, and Felicia Ransfer. Regional appointments recognized: Sorors Kim Topps, Texas Statewide 
Connections Coordinator; Ulonda Crawford Eurey, Strategic Planning, Chairman; Karen Grays, Logistics Co-Chairman; 
Carol McCree, Mentoring Chairman, and Mary Smith Johnson, Membership. 
 
Introduction of Visiting Sorors:  Soror Mary Smith Johnson, Hodegos, welcomed and introduced two visiting and three 
reactivating sorors.  
 
Reading of the Rules:  Soror Karen Grays, Parliamentarian, presented the special rules of order related to debate that 
were adopted December 17, 2005, to govern all chapter meetings. 
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 
Approval of the Minutes:  Soror Helen J. Houston, Grammateus, moved for approval of the March 25, 2017 minutes with 
one correction: 279 sorors attended changed to 279 sorors signed in.  Motion approved. 
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Correspondence:  Soror Karen Aubrey, Epistoleus, informed the body that thank you cards were received from sorors for 
prayers, cards, emails, texts, calls, visits, ivy plants and the love, support and sympathy shown during their time of illness 
or bereavement. Other Correspondence: Soror Danette Reed, Supreme Tamiouchos, sent congratulations to the 
chapter for receiving two awards at the 85th South Central Regional Conference. Soror Jo-Carolyn Goode is being 
honored by the Houston Chapter of the National Women of Achievement, Inc. at the 2017 Profiles of Prominence 
Luncheon on Saturday, April 29, 2017.  Soror Darlene Johnson provided an update to the National Pan Hellenic Council 
of Houston’s upcoming election. 
 
Executive Committee:  Soror Andrea Bonner, Anti-Grammateus, presented the report of the Executive Committee which 
met at the Hiram Clarke Multi-Service Center on Wednesday, April 12, 2017 at 6:30 PM. There were 34 Executive 
Committee, Committee Chairmen and members present. The Executive Committee made the following recommendation: 
that the chapter ratify the vote to support Soror Jo-Carolyn Goode with a full-page ad in the souvenir booklet in the 
amount of $160.00, for her honor at the National Women of Achievement, Inc. Profiles of Prominence Luncheon on April 
29, 2017. The money come from the advertising budget line item. Motion Passed. 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report:  Soror Erica Moore, Pecunious Grammateus, reported on the financial reporting period for 
March 1, 2017- March 31, 2017. The Anti-Pecunious Grammateus collected $9,596.00 and the Pecunious Grammateus 
collected $5,930.00. The Year to Date total is $218,051.42. The report is referred to the Audit Committee. The report was 
not in the packet; however, Soror Moore stated it was emailed for submission.  
The following information was requested by the Basileus to explain the late payment of dues: Soror Erica Moore 
researched all receipt and dates that funds were given to Tamiouchos to find out the problem when she received phone 
calls, texts and emails from chapter sorors who realized they were inactive after paying their dues on time. RESEARCH 
FINDINGS: On January 21, 2017, 310 sorors paid dues at sorority meeting. The monies and the reports were given to the 
Tamiouchos on January 24, 2017 and January 26, 2017, by the Pecunious Grammateus and Anti-Pecunious 
Grammateus, but were not sent to corporate office in a timely manner; we have incurred late fees for these sorors who 
have possibly lost 24 consecutive months of service; the comparison of payments to the active soror list, revealed to date, 
at least two sorors on the active list have not paid dues. RESEARCH FINDINGS OF REACTIVATIONS: Between the 
months of November 2016 to April 6, 2017, there were 62 reactivations processed; the monies and the Transfer 
Verification forms were given to the Tamiouchos on January 5, 2017; on April 4th and 5th the Pecunious Grammateus 
received two phone calls from Wanda Crayton from the Corporate Office stating she received a check  from the 
Tamiouchos dated March 11, 2017, for December 2016 and January 2017 reactivated sorors on March 20, 2017  and 
some Transfer Verification forms were missing; Wanda Crayton followed up with an email to the Pecunious Grammateus 
and Tamiouchos explaining the problem; the Pecunious Grammateus forwarded the Transfer Verification forms  to 
Corporate Office for the 44 reactivations; on April 21, 2017, the Anti-Pecunious Grammateus contacted the Pecunious 
Grammateus to inform her she had received financial cards for 44 reactivations, but 62 were processed; therefore we 
have 18 reactivations that have not been processed. Comments: Soror Penn reiterated her comments that were stated 
earlier in the meeting under the Basileus Comments. A transfer soror requested to be reimbursed the late fee from the 
corporate office she incurred when registering for the Leadership Seminar because of the late payment of her dues paid 
to the chapter on January 21, 2017. The Basileus stated she would take note of the request. Verbal Report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Soror Lisa Brooks, Tamiouchos, presented the following reports for the period ending March 31, 
2017: Comparison of Budget to Actual, Statement of Financial Position, Monthly Bank Reconciliation, and Outstanding 
Checks 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION - ASSETS 
Chapter Operations  $189,221.19 Housing $83,681.26 
Grants and Self-Sustaining  $67,536.92 Savings $19,155.00 
  Prepaid Expenses                                                     (111.00) 
  TOTAL ASSETS         $359,483.37 

TOTAL INCOME 
March 31, 2017 $15,234.54 Actual                                 YTD $315,674.84 

TOTAL EXPENSE 
March 31, 2017 $38,380.76 Actual                                 YTD $152,937.53 
                                                      TOTAL INCOME IN EXCESS OF EXPENSES 
March 31, 2017 ($23,146.22) Actual                                 YTD $162,737.31 

 
Soror Lisa Brooks, Tamiouchos, stated the IEACF storage will be moved to another line on Income statement to be clearly 
identified. On Expenses, Connection Committee with ($324.18) is due to monies gone out to be received for AKA Day at 
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the Capitol. The Income Statement shows $2,082.88 YTD and Expense Statement shows $2,374.18Y TD to offset 
incoming monies. Line items that are nearing approved budget have been notified. 
 
Finance Committee Meeting: At the March 25, 2017, chapter meeting, a motion was made and passed that the 
Tamiouchos have a meeting with the Finance Committee.  The objective of the meeting is: to identify the reason for the 
delay in transmittal of dues; provide total number of members affected; the amount of late fees incurred; the resolution of 
the problem; documentation that will be provided to affected members and corporate office, and ensure procedures were 
followed. The committee met on April 6, 2017, at the Power Center with over 60 members present. Committee members 
were informed of the following online transmittal process of per capita to the corporate office: The Pecunious Grammateus 
provided a transmittal report and monies received to submit the names to the corporate office; transmittals were in receipt 
order from the Pecunious Grammateus and alphabetical last names on the screen. The Tamiouchos and Basileus logged 
onto the system to input the information. The Tamiouchos stated the following concerns that lead to the problem:  the 
information is on a sensitive bubble screen where there is a constant movement locating names for transmittal, without 
the ability to use the search or find command. The system allows only three minutes of input, and due to a large volume of 
information, the deposits input is in small numbers of transmittals for processing. After reviewing, there were sixty-three 
members inadvertently not checked and identified; and they were requested to obtain documentation from the 
Tamiouchos at the April sorority meeting that was sent to corporate office; the Tamiouchos and Basileus identified the 
problem and communicated with a resolution to the Corporate Office. Also at the meeting, a motion was made and 
passed that an independent internal audit be conducted by April 25, 2017. The following information should be included in 
the audit: all 2016 and 2017 monies collected for 2017 chapter dues, forward all reports from Pecunious Grammateus to 
Tamiouchos, financial report from the corporate office, Quick Book transactions, deposit reports, chapter report from 
Corporate Office, and PayPal transactions. This meeting is to occur within four calendar days from April 6, 2017, with the 
financial team and chapter leadership. It was held with the Basileus, Tamiouchos, Pecunious Grammateus, and Anti-
Pecunious Grammateus; they reviewed all the monies received from 2016 for 2017 chapter dues. Previously identified 
sorors dues were transmitted in March. One additional recommendation was made by Soror Janice Warner, Chapter 
Directory Chairman, requesting the budget line be increased by $2,000.00. Finally, Soror Brooks stated the problem, 
identified the members, and sent documentation to the corporate office.  Soror Brooks apologized and ensured 
procedures utilized two years previously will be put back in place to prevent future problems. Verbal Report. 
 
Comments:  Soror Penn stated that the reason for the late dues transmittals in March was because the Tamiouchos 
thought the process was completed in January. The error was discovered when sorors were notified they were ineligible 
for trainings at regional conference and Leadership seminars.  Also, they were not receiving the RSVPs for chapter 
meeting due to inactive status.  
Discussion: Soror concerns: Did members of the Finance Committee and Leadership attend meeting as requested? 
Soror Penn stated the chapter leadership is not defined and she represented the leadership team and the process had to 
occur quickly. The Basileus, Tamiouchos and Pecunious Grammateus met for six hours on Saturday and Sunday.  A call 
for the question was made. The Treasurer report was approved with the recommendation. Motion Passed.  
The Income Statement – Explain Bayway carryforward. Bayway line item represents monies unused from 2013-2014 for 
specific programs that can be followed on this report, reallocated to Childhood Hunger, Seasonal Wraps, Physical 
Responsibilities and Target Health Promotion. Printing Budget -  $3,397.50 has been spent on printing after three months, 
with $1,102.50 remaining in budget. It has been brought to Basileus attention, and was recommended that the chapter 
use screens and go green and reports uploaded on website, provide hard copies to seasoned sorors and VSGs. Is Met 
Printing affordable for the chapter? This will be reviewed by Basileus and Finance Committee to research other available 
resources. The Expense Statement - What does Other Expenses represent? Two sorors who paid chapter dues in 
December; one soror applied for Life Membership in January and her per capita of $125.00 was refunded; a refund of 
$40.00 to another soror listed on chapter check detail. Which officer signs into the system for the payment of dues? To 
transmit per capita to the corporate office, the Tamiouchos and Basileus must sign into the mass payment section, 
however, it is the Tamiouchos who inputs the information. Why are the letters received today explaining the late payment 
of dues and sent to the Corporate Office are not on chapter letterhead and signed by the Basileus? The letters sent to the 
Corporate Office were written by the Tamiouchos with her signature as required by the Director of Membership. Soror 
Penn stated she will write another letter on chapter letterhead with her signature for the sixty-three sorors to be attached 
to applications, and send originals to the Corporate Office. Why are outstanding checks missing amounts for check 
numbers? These checks have cleared. Is Tamiouchos overwhelmed by amount of work or is the problem in the Corporate 
Office system? What is solution for the future? Soror Brooks stated she does not remember saying she was overwhelmed 
and the Internal Audit Committee will decide what occurred and recommend procedures to alleviate future problems. 
Soror Karen Grays reminded sorors the chapter is in violation of the debate rules guidelines. When will the Pecunious 
Grammateus and Anti-Pecunious Grammateus receive copy of corporate office cancelled checks and paperwork as 
requested from Tamiouchous? Information will be submitted to Pecunious Grammateus or Anti-Pecunious Grammateus 
next week. When will the letters for affected sorors be received? The packets have been mailed. Will reactivated and 
transfer sorors receive same consideration in late dues transmittal? Yes. Soror Penn was reminded that a motion was on 
the floor and members can agree to disagree. Soror Mattelia B. Grays thanked the executive officers for the work they do 
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and thinks it should be a paid job. She apologized for the negativity and the lack of thanks for the job. The Grammateus 
will receive copies of the letters for the chapter files.  
 
Graduate Advisor’s Reports:  
 
Gamma Psi: Soror Erica Smith reported she has not received a letter from Soror Katina Semien, South Central Regional 
Director, reinstating Gamma Psi to active status. Verbal Report. 
 
Epsilon Lambda: Soror Patricia Roberts reported on activities of the chapter and a workshop mandated by Soror Katina 
Semien, South Central Regional Director. The report is included in the packet.  
 
Omicron Gamma: Soror Faye Phillips reported on activities of the chapter. The report is included in the packet. 
 
 

VISION BOARD VISION STATEMENTS 
 
Ladies Who Lunch Committee: Soror Rosa Rush, Committee Chairman, reported this committee reflects the desire of 
our founder, Soror Ethel Hedgeman Lyle, for members to experience the joy of our sorority through the enrichment of 
each other. Verbal Report. 
 
Global Resource Committee: Soror Ulonda Crawford Eurey, Committee Chairman, reported this committee is to serve 
as the point of contact for sorors who desire to serve on the regional and international levels. Soror Gwendolyn J. Brinkley 
is the Co-Chairman. Verbal Report. 
 
Young Soror Rejuvenation Committee: Soror Christyn Thibodeaux, Committee Chairman, reported this committee is to 
keep young sorors actively engaged and become leaders of the future in the sorority. Co-Chairman is Soror Allison 
Williams. Verbal Report. 
 
Specialty Projects Committee: Soror Faye Gray, Committee Chairman, reported this committee is to bring to the 
chapter the vision, ideas and projects of the basileus with the goal to strengthen the ties that bind us. Sorors Shatora 
Chapell-Gouthia and Kimberly Gray are Co-Chairmen. 
 
Leadership Development - Sister Awareness a/k/a Sister AKAdemics:  Soror Tishauna Washington, Committee 
Chairman, presented a Chapter Leadership Workshop with sorors participation. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Logistics: Soror Nicole Montgomery, Committee Chairman, reported this committee is to assist in chapter meeting 
operations. Sorors Diana Merritte and Shundra Williams are Co-Chairmen. Verbal Report. 
 
ASCEND: Soror Angela Price, Committee Co-Chairman, reported on the activities of students in the ASCEND Program. 
They are participating in the following activities: UN Model Simulation Mentor & Mentee Breakout Sessions, 
Enrichment/Health Promotion, Scholarship Opportunities and UNA Global Classroom. Sorors Cherise Story and Martina 
Judge are Chairman and Co-Chairman, respectively. 
 
Plugged in With the Reactivates and Transfers: Soror Monica Arrington, Committee Chairman, reported the goal is to 
provide a smooth transition for all newly reactivating and transferring sorors.  
 
Senior Citizens: Soror Judith Randolph reported on activities for seniors this year. Refer to the packet for more details. 
 
Connection: Soror Kim Topps, Committee Chairman, reported on attendance for AKA Day at the Capitol 2017 and 
Naturalization Ceremony updates. The chapter registered 2,728 citizens in 2017 and 16,587 in 2016 to vote.  Sorors 
Belinda James and Maudie Reece are Co-Chairmen. 
 
Seasonal Wraps:  Soror Angela Williams, Committee Chairman, presented the Target III: Family Strengthening, 
benefiting The Blue Triangle Community Center Summer Camp for Children.  The theme is: It’s Hot in “H” Town. Sorors 
donated towels, flip flops, sunscreen and liquid bath wash. Soror Williams is requesting 1,000 socks for the upcoming 
Sock Hop activity. Soror LaFonda Johnson is Co-Chairman. 
 
Archives:  Soror Jo-Carolyn Goode, Committee Chairman, and Soror Donna Miles, Committee Co-Chairman, presented 
a brief biography of the lives of Alpha Kappa Omega charter members: 
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National Pan Hellenic Council of Houston: Soror Darlene Johnson, Committee Chairman, presented upcoming 
activities sponsored by NPHCH. Refer to packet for more information. 
 
Joint Chapter Meeting: Soror Faye Phillips, Committee Chairman, presented information on the Spring Joint Chapter 
meeting with undergraduate chapters Epsilon Lambda and Omicron Gamma. Theme: Disco Fever: Grooving into New 
Dimensions of Service. Refer to packet for more information. 
 
Unfinished Business: No unfinished business. 
 
New Business: Soror Darlene Johnson read a letter with the National Pan Hellenic Council of Houston nomination 
concerns. Soror Penn stated that two names from our chapter are currently on the ballot for NPHCH president, and the 
Executive Committee chose not to act on withdrawal of privileges or relinquishing of chapter office for Soror Jamila Boyd. 
The election is May 15, 2017. The Executive Committee ratified Basileus to select chapter representative; Soror Darlene 
Johnson was chosen. Verbal Report. 
Discussion: Soror Penn stated a form is to be submitted to NPHCH with the name of the chapter representative in 
Janauary. In 2016, Soror Darlene was appointed by Soror LaDonna Harris, former Basileus. No form was sent in 2015; 
however, Soror Darlene attended all meetings and voted. Soror Jamila Boyd presented NPHCH concerns where 
Executive Committee approved her as the representative in February. Soror Faye B. Bryant commented this is not an 
Alpha Kappa Omega issue, but a NPHCH issue. Concern was stated that Alpha Kappa Omega would not lose their term 
in the rotation as president of the Pan Hellenic Council. 
 
Announcements: Soror Karen Aubrey provided the following announcements: Sorors not signed in are to see Soror 
Helen J, Houston; See Soror Caroline Goffney to sign up for Boule Committees; Texas Southern University Maroon and 
Gray event to be held on Saturday, April 29, 2017, Honorary Soror Judy Smith is Keynote Speaker. SCRC Awards: 
Mattelia B. Grays Leadership Development Award, 2nd Place, Soror Shey Anderson, Beta Pi Omega, Little Rock, AR; 1st 
Place, Soror Gwendolyn Kimble, Tau Rho Omega, Carrollton, TX; Faye B. Bryant Human Relations Award, 2nd Place, 
Soror Gayun S. Matthews, Omega Alpha Omega, Frisco, TX; 1st Place, Soror Elmarie Brown, Alpha Xi Omega, Dallas, 
TX; Gwendolyn J. Brinkley Fine Arts Award, 2nd Place, Soror Lisha Wheeler, Omicron Lambda Omega, New Orleans,  LA; 
1st Place, Soror Garbo Hearne, Beta Pi Omega, Little Rock, AR; Grays-Purnell Undergraduate Leadership Award, 2nd 
Place, Soror Keylai’ Boughton, Beta Kappa, Huston-Tillotson University, Austin, TX; 1st Place, Soror Rakyia Cunningham, 
Delta Xi, University of Texas, Austin, TX; Faye B. Bryant Undergraduate Excellence Award,1st Place,  Soror Kortney 
White, Alpha Rho, University of Arkansas-Pine Bluff; Dr. Polly Sparks Turner EAF Health Professions Scholarship Award, 
2nd Place, Soror K’Ashley Collins, Beta Kappa, Huston-Tillotson University, Austin, TX; 1st Place, Soror Dorian Maloy, 
Delta Xi, University of Texas, Austin, TX. 
Open Mic:  Other Announcements: Soror Deidre Fontaine, 68th Boule General Chairman, introduced Honorary 
Chairmen who have set high standards for the Sensational 2018 Boule. Sorors are encouraged to sign up for at least two 
committees. Soror Mattelia B. Grays commented about the impact of the Atlanta invitation to Houston. Soror Fontaine 
stated Mayor Sylvester Turner has declared Boule 2018 as Super Bowl II. Soror Bernita Wilks announced that her 
husband is running for mayor of Pearland. Soror Cormier related to NAMI walk on May 6, 2017, in Sam Houston Park. 
Verbal Report. 
 
Birthday Recognitions: Sorors Terri Tillman and Mary Shockley recognized sorors celebrating April birthdays.  The 
chapter serenaded these sorors by singing happy birthday. 
 
Inspiration April: The chapter viewed the Crossroads televised interview featuring Soror Michalyn Demaris Porter. 
 
Adjourn:  Soror Penn adjourned the meeting at 2:19 PM. 
 
Submitted By: 

                                                                                           
Helen J. Houston      Marsha Penn 
2017 Grammateus      2017 Basileus 
 
Please contact Soror Helen J. Houston via email at hjhouston@yahoo.com by May 1, 2017, with any suggested 
corrections. 

mailto:hjhouston@yahoo.com

