
 

Meeting Minutes  February 20, 2016 
 
The Basileus, Soror LaDonna Harris, called the February 20, 2016 regular meeting of the Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated to order at 11:02 a.m. at The Power Center, 12401 South Post Oak Road, 
Houston, TX 77045.  The meeting was attended by 397 sorors. 
 
Meditation/Prayer:  Soror Melba Henry provided meditation focusing on tolerance and offered a prayer. 
 
Update on “Challenged” and “Bereaved” Sorors:  Soror Harris reported on “challenged” and “bereaved” sorors asking 
the body to continue praying for them and their families.  Soror Holly Cherry Harris mourns the loss of her father, Levant 
Cherry.  Soror Barbara Fields and Soror Dana Fields mourn the loss of their sister and aunt, Quida Bowles.  Soror Pam 
Nolley mourns the loss of her brother-in-law.  Soror DiAnn Robinson mourns the loss of her son, Darryll Dave.  Soror 
Lana Reece mourns the loss of her sister, Soror Barbara Cavitt Mathis.  Soror Una Topps and Soror Kim Topps mourn 
the loss of their nephew and cousin, Ellis Jackson, Jr.  Soror Fern Dawkins mourns the loss of the aunt who raised her, 
Jacinth Drayton.  Soror Jessie Smith mourns the loss of her sister, Ella B. Sayles.  Soror Ruby Mosley mourns the loss of 
her mother, Alice Harrison.   Soror Ebony Townes mourns the loss of her grandfather and step-grandmother.  The 
daughter of Soror Tamika Johnson had surgery and is recuperating at home.   
 
The chapter will conduct an Ivy Beyond the Wall ceremony for Soror Lisa Johnson on Monday, February 22, 2016, at 5:00 
p.m., at Windsor Village United Methodist Church on Heatherbrook.   Sorors are asked to arrive by 4:30 p.m. 
 
Introduction of the Hostess Committee:  Soror Piere Mitchell, Chairman of the February Hostess Committee, 
recognized all hostesses serving the chapter today.  Soror Tracy McFolling and Soror Nicole Montgomery served as Co-
Chairmen.  The February service project focused on Target III:  Family Strengthening and benefits Change Happens 
through donations of African American books which will be subsequently donated to Clayton Homes.  Soror Mitchell also 
reported that a quorum was established for the meeting. 
 
Introduction of Visiting Sorors:  Soror Thedrial Jackson, Chairman, introduced Extraordinary Pearls of the chapter, and 
welcomed 13 visiting, transferring or reactivating sorors to the meeting.   
 
African American History Special Presentation:  Soror Clardina Jones, Chairman, introduced Richard Espinoza Garza 
winner of the 20

th
 Annual Gardere Martin Luther King, Jr. Oratory Competition.  He is a 5th grade student at Cornelius 

Elementary School and was accompanied by his parents.  Richard presented a passionate speech calling for us to 
Reunite America.   
 
Health Committee Special Presentation:   Soror Catherine Gore Gardner presented members of Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity, Inc. from the Houston Alumni Chapter and the Missouri City-Sugar Land Alumni Chapter who provided blood 
pressure screenings for over 80 sorors prior to the start of today’s chapter meeting.   
 
Approval of Agenda:  Soror Harris presented the meeting agenda and it was adopted without objection. 
 
Reading of the Rules:  Soror Lucy Anderson, Parliamentarian, presented the special rules of order related to debate that 
were adopted in December 2005 to govern all chapter meetings. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Soror Harris reported that minutes of the January meeting were made available to sorors online 
and they were printed with the newsletter.  Soror Cherise Story, Grammateus, reported that a correction was received 
pertaining to the New Business Section of the January minutes.  The affected sentence correctly reads “Soror Gwendolyn 
Brinkley, 23rd South Central Regional Director, indicated that the chapter has had several ticketed activities and 
requested a report from the Ticketron committee”.  There were no objections to approving the corrected minutes.  
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 
Correspondence:  Soror Staci Taylor Fullmighter, Epistoleus, read thank you notes received from nine sorors.  She also 
presented additional correspondence, detailed in the Correspondence Report, of requests to support:  1) the Julia F. 
Thompson, Inc. fundraiser at the Ensemble Theatre’s performance of “Fences”; 2) the Go Western Scholarship 

http://www.alphakappaomega.com/aka/HOME/tabid/216/Default.aspx
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Fundraiser of the Nu Phi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.; and 3) the “50 Shades of Blue a Night of 
Entertainment “ scholarship program of the Omega Delta Zeta Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.  
 
President’s Report:  Soror Harris reported that Mrs. Karen Jackson, the candidate submitted by the chapter for honorary 
membership in the sorority, has been accepted.  Mrs. Jackson, Chairman of Sisters Network, will be inducted at the 2016 
Boule in Atlanta, Ga.  Soror Polly Turner, 20th South Central Regional Director, received a special thank you for putting 
together a strong package for presentation to the Honorary Committee.  Other announcements by the Basileus are as 
follows. 
 
Sorors interested in traveling to the regional conference by bus were instructed to contact Soror Regina Carrington after 
the meeting.  The bus is expected to leave early on Thursday and the round-trip cost is approximately $125.  Depending 
on interest, a second bus may leave on Thursday evening. 
 
Sorors needing to make financial transactions were instructed to see the finance team before 12:30 p.m. today so that 
The Power Center can be vacated by 3:00 p.m.   
 
The NCAA is seeking volunteers as hospitality ambassadors for Final Four activities.  The last page of the agenda packet 
has sign-up information. 
 
Members who are not receiving chapter eBlasts or meeting invitations were instructed to seek assistance from the 
Technology Committee stationed inside the meeting room. 
 
Two sorors were honored as Sorors of the Month by Soror Harris.  Soror Tanya Allen Easter and Soror LaShane Eaglin 
were recognized for compiling and organizing chapter documentation in preparation for the 2016 Standards Evaluation. 
 
The chapter picture will be taken on March 20, 2016 at 3:00 p.m., in front of Sawyer Auditorium on the campus of Texas 
Southern University.  The attire for the picture is shades of green. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Soror Lisa Brooks, Tamiouchos, presented the following reports for the period ending January 31, 
2016: Comparison of Budget to Actual; Statement of Financial Position; Monthly Bank Reconciliation; and Outstanding 
Checks.  

 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

Chapter Operations  $160,856.78 Savings $19,148.28 

Grants and Self-Sustaining     $56,038.71 Prepaid Expenses $22,505.20 

Housing $79,280.87 TOTAL ASSETS  $337,829.84 
 

 
Financial Secretary’s Report:  Soror Erica Moore, Pecunious Grammateus, presented the Financial Summary Report as 
of January 31, 2016.  Funds collected for the month of January 2016 total $114,891.21 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Executive Committee:  Soror Sheri Cole, Anti-Grammateus, presented the report of the Executive Committee, which met 
at The Power Center on February 17, 2016, at 6:30 p.m., with 24 Executive Committee members and Committee 
Chairmen present.  The executive committee recommends that the chapter:  1) ratifies the vote taken via email by the 
Executive Committee on January 20, 2016, to donate $125 in support of the Houston Metropolitan Area Chapters of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. “Go Red for Women Symposium” held on February 6, 2016.  The donation will be taken from 
the License Plate Fund. – Recommendation Passed; and  2) ratifies the vote taken via email by the Executive 
Committee on January 20, 2016, to send $500 to assist the residents of Flint, Michigan who have experienced 
contaminated water since 2014.  This donation will also be taken from the License Plate Fund. - Recommendation 
Passed.  Soror Harris reported that the funds were sent to the foundation of one of the Alpha Kappa Alpha chapters in the 
area, the IVY Foundation, that is collecting donations.  
 
2016 Election of SC Regional Conference Delegates;  Soror Lillian Bourgeois read Election Guidelines governing 
voting for delegates to the 2016 South Central Regional Conference.  The following sorors were nominated.   
 
Karrah Demaris, Angela LaCour, Bianca Roberts Anderson, Courtney Brown, Marsha Jackson, Edwina Johnson, Jamila 
Lloyd, Monica Matlock Baynard, Mary Barnett, Jennifer Rachal, Dorothy Booker, Veronica Johnson, Clardina Jones, Tera 
Brown-Daniels, Terri Tillman, Mae King, Courtney White, Una Topps and Faye Gray.  Soror Patricia Roberts moved to 
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close nominations on the 19 names submitted and the motion passed.  Soror Harris conducted the election and instructed 
sorors to vote for seven delegates.   
 
The following sorors were appointed to the Tellers Committee: Shannon Smith, Chairman, Rita Adams, Pam Cormier, 
Debra Lathan, Aiesha Odutayo, Shanda Provost, Demetria Williams and Demetra Jones 
 
All Care Action Committee:  Soror Dorothy Booker, Chairman, reported that the Committee made its annual Christmas 
visit to the 19 sorors listed in the committee report and presented them with gifts.  Soror Clara Boyd and Soror Ever Nell 
Carothers were recognized as Co-Chairmen. 
 
ASCEND Committee:  Soror Karen Aubrey, Lead Coach and Chairman of the ASCEND Committee, recognized Co-
Chairmen Soror Martina Judge and Soror Angela Price, and all members of the committee.  The ASCEND workshop was 
held on February 13, 2016, at the University of Houston Cullen School of Engineering with 12 students and 27 sorors in 
attendance.  The Committee partnered with the Acts of Green Committee.  Mr. Keith Kenebrew addressed the students 
regarding conservation.  Sorors of Omicron Gamma presented the UN Model workshop and students participated in a 
mock UN Assembly as delegates of various countries.  Soror Rhonda Haralson partnered with a colleague at NASA to 
develop STEM activities and students brainstormed developing a “Cube Satellite Rocket” no larger than a shoe box.  
Soror Hilda Gentry coordinated a visit to the Contemporary Arts Museum, on February 21, 2016, for students to view the 
Eye on Houston Exhibit.  Future activities are detailed in the ASCEND Committee report.  Five students will represent 
our chapter at the UN Global Classroom Conference on April 9, 2016, at the University of Houston Downtown campus.  
They have been assigned specific debate topics and are writing position papers.  Soror Cherry Gooden was recognized 
for working with students on their papers.  Soror Christie Newsome and Soror Laureen Wimbley are leads on conference 
activities. 
 
Health Committee:  Soror Creaque Charles, Chairman, reported that the Committee partnered with the Leadership 
Academy on January 27, 2016, to present a Love Your Heart webinar.  A Love Your Heart line dancing event was held on 
February 5th at Red Elementary.  On February 6th the chapter supported the Houston Metropolitan Area Chapters 
(HMAC) Pink Goes Red health event.  Today, the Committee is partnering with the men of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, 
Inc. for blood pressure screening of chapter members.  Staff of the American Heart Association is also on site to assist 
sorors in signing up for the Heart 360 Initiative which is led by Soror Kelly Hodges.  Sorors that completed CPR training 
outside of the chapter event were asked to submit a copy of their CPR card to the Health Committee.  The chapter has 
registered a team for the AIDS Walk.   
 
Membership Committee:  Soror Mary Smith Johnson, Chairman, and Soror Yavaunda White, Co-Chairman, presented 
the Committee report.  At the January 16, 2016 meeting, 45 sorors either reactivated or transferred into the chapter.  
Sorors active for over five years with the chapter were requested to sign-up and serve as mentors to new chapter 
members.  The chapter retreat is scheduled for August 6, 2016.  Sorors were asked to sign-up for service on a chapter 
retreat or workshop committee.  Soror Johnson reported on the MIP evaluation summary and reported that 
recommendations were sent to the Regional Representative to the International Membership Committee.  Soror White 
presented the MIP Budget vs. Actual True-Up report that is included in the agenda packet.  She noted line items that were 
adjusted after issuance of the original budget to the chapter.  The refund amount of $281.31 that will be given to each new 
initiate does not include a refund for regional conference registration fees for sorors that will not be able to attend the 
conference.  Refunds for regional conference fees will be handled separately.  Soror Faye Gray and Soror Beverly Dancer 
indicated they are aware of new initiates that either did not attend the Casino Night event or will not attend the regional 
conference and asked for instructions on receiving refunds.  Soror Harris should be contacted with refund requests.  Soror 
Angela Williams commented on changing the approved MIP budget without bringing changes to the chapter.  She also 
remarked that the new sorors should not be assessed for items that are not being assessed to all chapter members.   
 
National Pan Hellenic Council:  Soror Jamila Lloyd, Chairman, presented the report followed by a video trailer about the 
upcoming Greek Picnic weekend.  Sorors were thanked for making donations to the 2015 Breakfast with Santa event 
which provided toys and breakfast to 333 children.  This year’s event will be held at one location on December 2, 2016.  
The archives committee is searching for seasoned sorors to tell the chapter’s history of Greek life from the past to the 
present.  Details of Greek Picnic weekend activities, including the community service project, NPHC scholarship awards, 
and the purchase of NPHC polo shirts are in the committee report.   
 
Sisterly Relations Committee:  Soror Vickie Windham, Chairman, recognized Renee Lowe and Yolanda Murdock-Wiltz 
as Co-Chairmen.  Sorors were recognized for sending Valentine’s Day cards to the name of the soror listed in the chapter 
directory below their name.  An additional accolade was given to sorors that complied with instructions to take a picture 
mailing the card and posting it to the chapter’s social media pages.  To continue the February Pink Hearts Celebration, 
sorors were encouraged to send a thinking of you card to any soror and posting a picture mailing the card to the chapter’s 
social media page at #akomegafeastofcards.  Diamond, Golden and Silver sorors will be recognized at the March sorority 
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meeting.  Sorors are asked to wear their color, regardless of anniversary year, and tiara for a group picture.  In April, the 
chapter will meet with undergraduates for an activity.   
 
Graduate Advisor’s Report – Omicron Gamma:  Soror Faye Phillips presented the Omicron Gamma report which 
included multiple chapter activities detailed in the attached newsletter.  Soror Phillips also reported that the chapter is 
preparing for membership intake.  Greek Week is March 3 – 11, 2016, and rush is scheduled for March 12, 2016.   
 
Special Announcement:  Soror Harris formally announced that Soror Patricia Roberts has been approved as a certified 
candidate for the position of South Central Regional Director.  The chapter is invited to a fundraising reception on March 
12, 2016, at 5:00 p. m, at the Buffalo Soldiers National Museum, located at 3816 Caroline St., Houston, Texas  77004.   
Donations are cordially accepted.  Soror Roberts informed the chapter that in accordance with rules of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Incorporated, candidates can only be announced one time.  They are also under strict rules not to publicize their 
candidacy on social media.  Soror Roberts invited all sorors to the reception. 
 
Graduate Advisor Report – Epsilon Lambda Chapter:  Soror Patricia Roberts provided background on the process to 
reinstate the Epsilon Lambda Chapter.  In 2013, Soror Roberts was appointed by former Basileus, Soror Marianne 
Walker, to restore the chapter to active status at the University of Houston - Central Campus.  Three documents required 
by the Regional Director were voted on by Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter in September 2014.  They are:  1) Duties and 
Responsibilities of the Sponsoring Graduate Chapter, 2) Recommended Duties and Responsibilities of the Graduate 
Advisors’ Council, and 3) Anti-Hazing Plan of Action.  Epsilon Lambda has been approved for restoration.  The graduate 
advisors’ council was selected by the Basileus.  Soror Faye Bryant, 21st Supreme Basileus, received special recognition 
for making connections helpful to the restoration process.  Rush flyers will be posted on Monday, February 22, 2016.  
Application packets will be distributed on February 26th and February 29th.  Rush will be held on March 5th.  The budget 
is under $1,900.  
 
Polished Pearls Recognition:  All sorors over the age of 60 were collectively recognized by Soror Harris for building the 
foundation of the chapter, for their wisdom and for their dedication to the chapter, among many other distinguished 
characteristics.  A group picture was taken and a 2016 Polished Pearls booklet was distributed.   
 
Unfinished Business:  None 
 
New Business:  Soror Elnora Flewellen questioned the $12,885 spent for hospitality in the month of January 2016.  She 
expressed concern that the chapter is already over budget in the first month.  Soror Harris responded that the types of 
meals served will fluctuate and there will be some buffets.  In addition, many sorors submit a RSVP to attend the meeting 
and then do not show up.  Soror Flewellen also requested the number of sorors upon which the hospitality budget is built 
so that we know how many people can be served within our budget.  The number will be provided by Soror Harris.   
 
Announcements:  Soror Staci Taylor Fullmighter presented the following announcements: 

1. The City of Houston Summer Jobs 2016 program has opened for teen jobs.  Applications are available online 
between February 15, 2016 and March 18, 2016.  Contact Soror Yolanda Murdock for additional information. 

2. Soror Michalyn Demaris-Porter requests prayer as she undergoes surgery on Wednesday, February 24, 2016 at 
Hermann Hospital.   

3. Soror Melissa Murray Hill, the daughter-in-law of Soror Etta Hill, is on the shortlist for the Supreme Court.  She is 
currently a law professor at Berkley University 

 
Additional Announcements: 
 Soror Nedra Washington presented a video with highlights of the 2016 IEACF Scholarship Luncheon and Fashion 

Show.  Sorors are requested to purchase tickets at a cost of $75.  Gifts baskets are available for raffle today at a 
cost of $5 for 3 tickets or $2 for 1 ticket. 

 Soror Harris asked sorors to contact Soror Creaque Charles for information on signing up with the American 
Heart Association. 

 Soror Natalie Dailey urged sorors living in HISD to consider how their tax money is being used and voicing their 
concerns on the issue. 

 Soror Yolanda Murdock clarified that there are 450+ summer jobs for City of Houston youth between the ages of 
16 to 21 living in Harris County.  They will earn $7.25 per hour. 

 Soror Paula Harris thanked Soror LaDonna Harris for participating in the NCAA Final Four Basileus Dinner.   
Soror Paula Harris is Chairman of the volunteer effort.  Houston will host Final Four activities April 1st through 
April 4th.  Soror Paula Harris reminded chapter members of the volunteer sign-up information at the back of the 
agenda packet. She suggested that our children participate in The Dribble and the mini camps.  Additionally, 
sorors should continue to participate in programs such as cleaning up the Blue Triangle and the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of America.  
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 Soror Angela LaCour, Vice President of Stafford Municipal School District Education Foundation, requests 
support for the foundation’s bowl-a-thon fundraiser on February 26, 2016 to raise scholarship funds.  

 Soror Veronica Johnson should be contacted by sorors interested in riding the second bus to the regional 
conference in Little Rock, Arkansas.  The bus will leave around 10:00 p.m. on Thursday.   If the first bus is not 
filled by the chapter today, it will be opened to all sorors in the Houston area.  Sorors interested in the first bus, 
leaving early Thursday, should contact Soror Regina Carrington.  

 Soror Harris announced that Soror Nikita Harmon is running for judge of the 176th Criminal District Court in Harris 
County. 

 
Tellers Report:   Soror Shannon Smith reported a voting strength of 359 and the following election results: 
Karrah Demaris - 147, Angela LaCour – 110, Bianca Roberts Anderson - 104, Courtney Brown - 154, Marsha Jackson - 
93, Edwina Johnson - 158, Jamila Lloyd - 109, Monica Matlock Baynard - 133, Mary Barnett - 144, Jennifer Rachal - 133, 
Dorothy Booker - 208, Veronica Johnson - 82, Clardina Jones - 101, Tera Brown-Daniels - 78, Terri Tillman - 107, Mae 
King - 162, Courtney White - 103, Una Topps – 148, and Faye Gray – 123. 
 
Soror Harris announced the delegates and alternates in the following order:  Soror Dorothy Booker, Soror Mae King, 
Soror Edwina Johnson, Soror Courtney Brown, Soror Una Topps, Soror Karrah Demaris, Soror Mary Barnett, Soror 
Monica Matlock Baynard, Soror Jennifer Rachal, Soror Faye Gray, and Soror Angela LaCour. 
 
All delegates elected should meet Soror Karen Aubrey, Anti-Basileus, at the piano immediately following this meeting to 
obtain information on delegate obligations. 
 
Birthday Recognitions:   Soror Nicole Montgomery recognized sorors celebrating birthdays in January and the chapter 
sang happy birthday. 
 
 
Adjournment: Soror Harris adjourned the meeting at 1:13 p.m.  
 

 
 
 
Submitted By: 
 

      
 
 
 
 

Please contact Soror Cherise Story, via email at kes691@aol.com by March 16, 2016, with any suggested corrections. 

J. Cherise Cade Story 
2016 Grammateus 

LaDonna H. Harris  
2016 Basileus 


