
 

Meeting Minutes  September 17, 2016 
 
The Basileus, Soror LaDonna Harris, called the September 17, 2016 regular meeting of the Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated to order at 11:03 a.m. at The Power Center, 12401 South Post Oak Road, 
Houston, TX 77045.  The meeting was attended by 333 sorors. 
 
Meditation/Prayer:  Soror Melba Henry, Chaplain, provided a meditation on providing service and seeing others before 
we see ourselves. 
 
Update on “Challenged” and “Bereaved” Sorors:  Soror Harris reported on “challenged” and “bereaved” sorors asking 
the body to continue praying for them and their families.  Sorors Cheryl Mitchell and Charlyn Kyles mourn the loss of their 
mother, Mrs. Elbenia Kyles.  Soror Cherise Story mourns the loss of her father and Soror Kristyn Story mourns the loss of 
her grandfather, Mr. John Cade.  Soror Christina Cornelius mourns the loss of her grandmother, Mrs. Norsis McBride.   
Soror Lillie Lacy, mourns the loss of her brother, and Soror Rhonda Haralson and Soror Alicia Castille mourn the loss of 
their uncle, Mr. Victor Love.  Soror Stephanie Green mourns the loss of her mother-in-law.  Be in prayer for the families of 
our Beloved Ivy Beyond the Wall Golden Soror Marva Adams and our Beloved Ivy Beyond the Wall Silver Soror Shirley 
Howard.   
 
Introduction of the Hostess Committee:  Soror Pamela Cormier, Chairman of the September Hostess Committee, 
recognized all hostesses serving the chapter today.  Soror Betty Brown served as Co-Chairman.  Soror Susan Bynam 
introduced the September service project focused on Target III, Family Strengthening/Seasonal Wraps benefiting the 
Salvation Army family residence.  Sorors were thanked for donations of clothing items and toiletries for women and 
children in the emergency shelter.  Monetary contributions may be made at the Finance table.  
 
Soror Comier reported that a quorum was established for the meeting. 
 
Introduction of Visiting Sorors:  Soror Thedrial Jackson, Chairman of the Courtesy Committee, introduced 
Extraordinary Pearls of the chapter and welcomed eight visiting, transferring and reactivating sorors to the meeting.  
Honorary Soror Karen Jackson was introduced as a special guest.  Soror Jackson expressed excitement for attending her 
first sorority meeting and thanked 21st Supreme Basileus Faye B. Bryant and 20th South Central Regional Director Polly 
Sparks Turner for their mentorship.  Soror Jackson made a special presentation to the Basileus from the Sisters Network.  
Soror Thedrial Jackson, President of the Ivy Educational and Charitable Foundation of Houston, Inc. (IEACF) presented a 
$1,000 donation to the Sisters Network from the IEACF. 
 
Personal Statement to the Chapter:  Soror Mattelia Grays, 18th Supreme Basileus, discussed the value of maintaining 
one’s reputation and integrity in Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated and Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter.  Soror 
Grays informed the chapter that she was not contacted for permission for her name to be printed on a program and did 
not receive protocol information for an event that she did not attend.  Soror Harris apologized for the miscommunication. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  Soror Harris presented the meeting agenda, noting that Soror Cherise Story, Grammateus, would 
present the Reading of the Rules on behalf of Soror Lucy Anderson, Parliamentarian.  The agenda was modified and 
adopted without objection. 
 
Reading of the Rules:  Soror Cherise Story presented the special rules of order related to debate that were adopted in 
December 2005 to govern all chapter meetings. 
 
Approval of the Minutes:  Soror Cherise Story reported minutes of the June 18, 2016 chapter meeting were previously 
distributed and no corrections were received.  The minutes were approved as distributed.   
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 
Correspondence:  Soror Staci Taylor Fullmighter, Epistoleus, presented the Correspondence Report.  Cards were 
received from ten sorors, as listed in the Correspondence Report, thanking the chapter for cards, text messages, emails, 
ivy plants and the love shown during their time of illness, bereavement or celebration.  A card was also received from 
Soror Martha Jones thanking the chapter for prayers and visits during her illness.  Additional communications also 
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detailed in the Correspondence Report included a request for sponsorship of the Pink on the Green Golf Tournament 
hosted by Julia F. Thompson, Inc, and a request for sponsorship of a golf tournament hosted by the Xi Kappa Lambda 
Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.  Additionally two letters were read to the chapter: 

1. Soror JoAnn Brown requested that the chapter consider her granddaughter, Joi Helena Benjamin as a candidate 
for general membership. 

2. The chapter was copied on a letter from Madame Regional Director Katina Semien to the Epsilon Lambda 
Chapter placing them on cease and desist status for allegations of hazing and violation of the Soror Code of 
Ethics.  Privileges of the chapter and individual sorors were withdrawn effective August 12, 2016 and all activities 
should be stopped until an investigation is completed by the Standards investigation team.  All Epsilon Lambda 
Chapter members were required to attend the 2016 Undergraduate Roundup as the only exception granted to the 
cease and desist order, and to meet with the Regional Director.  Both Epsilon Lambda and Alpha Kappa Omega 
chapters will be informed of the date of the investigation.  Epsilon Lambda will be assessed the cost of the 
investigation.  Soror Harris reported that the investigation team will be here next week and results should be 
received about two to three weeks later.  Results will be reported to the Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter. 

 
President’s Report:  Soror Harris reported on the following items.  

 
 Annaj Custom Jewelry is onsite to accept orders for the chapter necklace.  A minimum of 50 orders is needed to 

begin production. 
 The 2016 financial cards, the Constitution and Bylaws and the Manual of Standard Procedure are available for 

picked up at the Finance table.   
 Boule attire is here for sorors who did not pick up their order. 
 In November, the chapter will partner with Walgreen’s to offer free flu shots.  More information is forthcoming 

regarding sign-up. 
 Meal tickets should be placed on the table under drinks to be picked up by servers when dessert is served. 

 
Two sorors were recognized as sorors of the month.  Soror Susan Bynam was honored for working to ensure that service 
projects are executed with great detail and for determining recipients of chapter donations.  Soror Shewanna Rochon is a 
go-to person, ready to assist anyone and has a kind and loveable spirit. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Soror Lisa Brooks, Tamiouchos, presented the following reports for the period ending August 31, 
2016: Comparison of Budget to Actual; Statement of Financial Position; Monthly Bank Reconciliation; and Outstanding 
Checks.  Chapter assets as reported in the Statement of Financial Position are listed in the chart below. 

 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION - ASSETS 

Chapter Operations  $80,145.74 Housing $79,284.85 

Grants and Self-Sustaining  $81,699.98 Savings $19,151.57 

  TOTAL ASSETS  $260,282.14 
 

 
A detailed discussion ensued over a question of transparency raised by 23rd South Central Regional Director Gwendolyn 
Brinkley regarding the MIP line item for gifts.  The line item which was over budget included the gift of a pearl necklace 
presented to the Basileus.  Soror Harris indicated that a perceived customary practice from the last membership intake 
was followed, and when it was determined that the practice was not a good choice, the Basileus reassessed the situation.  
The necklace was exchanged for a bracelet and the remaining credit was provided to the Tamiouchos for depositing into 
the chapter’s courtesy line item.  Soror Harris apologized to the chapter for the handling of the situation.   
 
Financial Secretary’s Report:  Soror Erica Moore, Pecunious Grammateus, presented the Financial Summary Report as 
of June 30, 2016, July 31, 2016 and August 31, 2016.  Funds of $13,674.20 were collected over the three month period 
resulting in a total of $194,126.87 collected year-to-date.  
 
Executive Committee:  Soror Sheri Cole, Anti-Grammateus, presented the report of the Executive Committee, which met 
at The Power Center on June 15, 2016, at 6:30 p.m., with 31 Executive Committee members and Committee Chairmen 
present.  The Executive Committee made the following recommends to the chapter: 1) support the request of Soror JoAnn 
Brown to sponsor her granddaughter, Joi Helena Benjamin, as a potential candidate for general membership in Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated.  Joy is a sophomore at the University of St. Thomas in Houston which has no active 
chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha, Incorporated.  Recommendation Passed; 2) purchase 150 voter yard signs for the 
community at a cost of $1,050 with funds coming from royalties and that all other purchases of voter yard signs will be 
donations by Sorors.  Recommendation Failed; 3) reallocates the $300 that was allotted for MLK Jr. Day 2016 for the 
Election Day Community Action Day.  Recommendation Passed; 4) assist with the closing of Gamma Psi storage by 
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donating $196.00 for final payment.  Funds will be taken out of contingencies – Recommendation Passed; and 5) 
negotiate and sign a contract with the Power Center for November and December 2016 and our 9 monthly meeting dates 
for 2017.  Contract services should include meeting space, meals, audio visual equipment, and security. – 
Recommendation passed upon division of the house via a standing vote. 
 
Soror Elnora Flewellen spoke to a concern of whether the Hospitality Committee had met this year to explore alternate 
venues for chapter meetings.  She expressed further concern that the hospitality fees portion of chapter dues are not 
sufficient to cover the cost of meals.  Soror Harris named a series on hotels and venues that had been investigated 
reporting that viable options had not been identified and reported to the chapter due to higher prices for the same type of 
meal, no availability on the third Saturday or inconsistent availability, parking and security issues.   
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
ASCEND Committee:  Soror Karen Aubrey, Chairman, highlighted items in the committee report.  Over the summer 
months, the Committee held a program planning meeting for Cycle 3 and a parent/student information session.  For a 
chapter of our size, the goal is 20 students.  There were 16 students at the information session and 35 applications have 
been received.  Students will partner with the Health Promotion target by participating in the NAMI Walk and an activity at 
the Ensemble Theatre.  Other cultural and educational activities are planned.  The Cycle 3 theme is LolliP.O.P (Planned, 
Organized and Producers).  
 
Sisterly Relations Committee:  Soror Vickie Windham, Chairman, announced that an ice cream social is scheduled for 
Friday, September 30, 2016, from 6:30 to 8:30 at the West Bellfort Neighborhood Center.  The budget presented in the 
agenda packet was revised from total anticipated revenues and expenses of $600 to $500, based on estimated 
attendance of 40 sorors.  Soror Windham walked through each line item.  A motion to accept the Committee report as 
presented was approved by the chapter. 
 
Soror Darlene Johnson raised a concern about the Sisterly Relations gathering at Boule.  There were no reservations for 
sorors except for a select few of six sorors.  Soror Harris responded that there was a reservation, but apparently there 
was some miscommunication with the restaurant.  Since we have such a large chapter, we need to manage the situation 
better and adopt best practices of other chapters that require sorors to pay in advance for chapter gatherings.  She 
apologized to the chapter for the mix-up. 
 
Connection Committee:  Soror Karen Allen, Co-Chairman, presented the report due to Chairman Kim Topps making a 
presentation at the Undergraduate Roundup in her role as the South Central Region’s Texas State Connection 
Coordinator.  Soror Allen reported the Connection Committee set a goal of registering 8,000 citizens by the October 8, 
2016.registration deadline.  To date, 4,588 voters have been registered.  All sorors participating in any voter registration 
activity were recognized.  Several voter registration drives are scheduled on National Voter Registration Day, Tuesday, 
September 27, 2016.  Locations for those drives along with information about the Involved Citizens of Houston 
Community, election deadlines and other upcoming voter registration drives are detailed in the committee report.  The 
Committee submitted two recommendations to the chapter.  1) The recommendation as restated by the Basileus is that 
the chapter purchase 150 voter yard signs for the community at a cost of $1,050, with funds coming from AKA license 
plate royalties, and that all other purchases of yard signs will be donations by sorors.  There was a favorable vote by the 
chapter on the motion made by Soror Staci Fullmighter to reconsider the vote taken during the Executive Committee 
report regarding voting signs.  Recommendation Passed  2)  The chapter reallocates $300 that was allocated for MLK, 
Jr. Day 2016 to the Election Day Community Action Day.  Recommendation Passed 
 
Debutante Committee:  Soror Staci Taylor Fullmighter, Chairman, acknowledged all members of the Debutante 
Committee and Co-Chairmen Soror Shonthenia Edwards and Soror Renee Lewis.  The event will be held on Sunday, July 
23, 2017 at the Royal Sonesta Houston Galleria hotel and event tickets are $85.  Soror Fullmighter detailed items 
included in the $1,850 debutante fee.  The 2017 Debutante Committee budget is $95,700 based on 22 debutantes.  Refer 
to the Committee report for budget details.  Applications are due September 30, 2016 and are posted on the chapter 
website.  The Committee recommended that the chapter pay $1,620 for the hotel deposit which will be reimbursed to the 
chapter once debutante fees are collected.  Recommendation Passed 
 
Entertainment Committee:  Soror Nedra Washington, Chairman, reported that the Committee is planning an End of the 
Year Social on Saturday, December 17, 2016, at the Hermann Park Golf Clubhouse from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.  The 
proposed budget is $4,500 based on 150 attendees purchasing tickets for $30.  The event budget is included in the 
meeting packet.  The event will be open to guests.   
. 
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Finance Committee:  Soror Lisa Brooks, Tamiouchos, presented the proposed 2017 chapter budget recommended by 
the Finance Committee.  A per capita increase from $90 to $125 was approved by a vote at the Boule.  Graduate member 
dues will be $425 and life member dues will be $295.  Revenues and expenses are estimated at $261,961, which includes 
the balance of Bayway Lincoln temporarily restricted funds.  Hostess fees represent $135 of the chapter dues amount 
though the average meal cost per soror is approximately $243.  The next Finance Committee meeting is October 10, 
2016.  Soror Elnora Flewellen cautioned the chapter about the negative impact on programming from an $11,250 shortfall 
between the $87,750 of hostess fees revenue generated from chapter dues and the $99,000 budgeted for hospitality 
expenses.  She also mentioned that The Power Center will require a $1,000 deposit in advance for meeting reservations.  
Soror Flewellen made a recommendation that the Hospitality Committee and the Finance Committee meet to determine 
the budget such that we will no longer exceed what is collected for the hospitality line.  The motion was properly 
seconded.  Recommendation Passed  In response to a soror’s question about contract negotiations with The Power 
Center, Soror Harris indicated that contract information would be brought to the chapter before it was signed.   
 
Health Committee:  Soror Creaque Charles, Chairman, reported that the Longest Day Community Impact day was held 
on June 20, 2016.  Sorors participated in a number of activities at the Alzheimer’s Association facility and chapter sorors 
raised $2,520 to assist with Alzheimer’s research.  The day long events included a viewing of the movie “Still Alice” and a 
book discussion at Mia’s restaurant of “Before I Forget” by B. Smith.  Sorors were asked to sign-up for the Ashley Jadine 
Foundation Walk and Health Fair on September 24, 2016.  On October 1, 2016 the chapter will support the Susan G. 
Komen Walk.  A Mental Health Forum will be held on Oct. 2-8, 2016 at the St. John’s Church in recognition of Mental 
Health Awareness Week.  All Health Committee activities are detailed in the meeting packet.  Soror Janice Chilton, 
Committee Co-Chairman, reminded sorors to sign-in and register at each walk site so that the chapter obtains an accurate 
count of participation. 
 
Housing Committee:  Soror Elnora Flewellen, Chairman, referred sorors to the Housing Committee report in the meeting 
packet.  Handouts were distributed for the planned Housing Town Hall meetings.  Soror Flewellen announced plans for 
Housing Town Hall meetings to discuss a capital campaign, best practices and ideas to help us decide whether the 
chapter desires to purchase a facility.  Town Hall meetings will be held on October 3rd at 6:00 p.m., October 6th at 1 p.m., 
October 13th 1:00 p.m., October 17

th
 at 6 p.m. and a meeting before the November chapter meeting at 9 a.m.   

 
Joint Chapter Committee:  Soror Yolanda Murdock-Wiltz, Co-Chairman, presented the Committee report on behalf 
Chairman Patricia Roberts.  The joint chapter meeting will be held at the Hiram Clark Multi Service Center on Saturday, 
October 15, 2016.  The theme is Touchdown for Service.  Sorors are asked to wear pink jerseys, t-shirts and 
paraphernalia are allowed.  The event is budgeted at $1,000. 
   
Leadership Academy Committee:  Soror Karen Grays, Chairman, invited all sorors to attend the initial Leadership 
Development Summit at the Texas Southern University Thurgood Marshall School of Law on October 1, 2016.  Sorors 
Allison Bell, Lisa Brooks and Staci Fullmighter were announced as workshop presenters.  Dr. Josephine Rice will be the 
keynote presenter of the opening and closing general sessions.  Registration is $15.  Free parking is available in the 
garage.  A webinar will be hosted on September 29, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. with instructions to assist in downloading materials.  
The budget of $2,350 is based on a minimum of 100 sorors registering for the summit.  Expenses are projected at 
$$2,050.  Soror Ulonda Crawford Eurey secured underwriting from Sam’s Club for the lunch.  Soror Prudence Smith 
provided full access to the Thurgood Marshall School of Law facility.  Soror Grays expressed thanks and gratitude to 
committee members for their hard work.  Soror Grays recommended approval of the Leadership Academy budget.  
Recommendation Passed 
 
Nominating Committee:  Soror Lillian Bourgeiois, Chairman, recommended amending the election guidelines approved 
in the June 2016 chapter meeting by substituting “Candidates may not have other sorors making phone call soliciting 
votes, however she may call on her own behalf” in place of “Candidates are not to use Phone Banks as a means of 
soliciting votes, however she may call on her own behalf”.  Recommendation Passed on a two thirds vote taken by 
raising of hands.  Soror Bourgeois reminded members that the deadline for nominations is October 15, 2016 and that 
campaign material must be submitted to the Committee Chairman by October 22, 2016.  The preliminary ballot was read 
to the chapter as presented in the meeting packet, with two exceptions.  Soror Karen Aubrey is the only candidate for the 
office of Epistoleus, and Soror Pamela Comier was added as a candidate for the Nominating Committee. 
 
Standards Committee:  Soror Tanya Allen Easter, Chairman, reported that all chapters must develop a strategic plan as 
mandated by the Corporate Office.  Several members of the Standards Committee are members of the Strategic Planning 
Committee and developed the chapter’s vision statement and mission statement that are documented in the Committee 
Report.  Soror Faye Bryant, Soror Polly Turner, Soror Charlotte Bryant and Soror Clarice Gatlin serve as consultants.  A 
draft of the strategic plan will be distributed at the November chapter meeting and submitted to the Corporate Office in 
December. 
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Graduate Advisor’s Report – Epsilon Lambda & Omicron Gamma:  Soror Patricia Roberts and Soror Faye Phillips are 
at the Undergraduate Roundup.  Their reports are in the meeting packet.    
 
Graduate Advisor’s Report – Gamma Psi:  Soror Gwendolyn Brinkley presented the Gamma Psi report on behalf of 
Soror Erica Smith, Graduate Advisor, who is attending the Undergraduate Roundup.  Soror Smith has been in contact 
with Madame Regional Director, Katina Semien, and must reiterate to sorors that Gamma Psi has not yet been reinstated 
and should not be represented on the campus of Texas Southern University at upcoming homecoming events.  No 
Gamma Psi or Gamma Psi alumni tents, shirts or signage is allowed.  Refer to the Gamma Psi Update report in the 
meeting packet for full details. 
 
A soror initiated during the 2015 MIP inquired of t-shirts promised but not received.  Soror Harris responded that the 
Madame Regional Director Chelle Wilson Luper stopped that action. 
 
Unfinished Business:  None 
 
New Business:   
 
Announcements:  Soror Staci Taylor Fullmighter made the following announcements. 

1. The Gulf Coast Apollo Texas Chapter of the Links Incorporated is hosting Appolo Night on October 8, 2016 at the 
Buffalo Soldiers Museum.  Tickets are $100.  Interested sorors should contact either Soror Pat Ingram or Soror 
Joyce Jacquet. 

2. The Pictorial Directory will be available at the Joint Chapter meeting.   
3. Soror Michalyn Demaris Porter has been granted a utility and design patent from the U.S. Patent and Trademark 

Office on her invention, The Weave Dryer.  Some are available today for purchase.   
4. Soror Ardener Franshaw will be admitted into St. Luke’s Hospital hospital on on October 5, 2016 for hip 

replacement surgery and request prayers for a speedy and complete recovery. 
5. Soror Karen Jones of Epsilon Lambda was appointed the 2016-2018 South Central Undergraduate Cluster 

Coordinator for the South Central Region. 
6. Sorors were reminded to register for the Leadership Academy. 
7. The Connection Committee will host a Candidate Forum after sorority meeting today. 

 
Soror Veronica Johnson reported that HBCU enrollment has increased due to our recruiting efforts.  She thanked 
sorors for becoming alumni recruiters for their HBCU.  Additionally, some schools hold fall previews, which is their 
largest recruiting effort.  Recruiters take students to campuses for these activities.  On September 30, 2016, the 
chapter will host a ThinkHBCU Forum at Sterling High School.  Assistance of our chapter sorors and alumni recruiters 
is needed to ensure a successful event. 

 
Birthday Recognitions:  Soror Tera Brown Daniels recognized sorors celebrating August and September birthdays and 
the chapter serenaded them by singing happy birthday. 
 
Adjournment: Soror Harris adjourned the meeting at 1:29 p.m.  
 

 
 
 
Submitted By: 
 

      
 
 
 
 

Please contact Soror Cherise Story via email at kes691@aol.com by November 16, 2016 with any suggested corrections. 

J. Cherise Cade Story 
2016 Grammateus 

LaDonna H. Harris  
2016 Basileus 


