
 

Meeting Minutes  May 21, 2016 
 
The Basileus, Soror LaDonna Harris, called the May 21, 2016 regular meeting of the Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated to order at 11:00 a.m. at The Power Center, 12401 South Post Oak Road, Houston, TX 
77045.  The meeting was attended by 343 sorors. 
 
Meditation/Prayer:  Soror Melba Henry provided a meditation and prayer emphasizing remembering and honoring our 
loved ones and their places in our lives. 
 
Update on “Challenged” and “Bereaved” Sorors:  Soror Harris reported on “challenged” and “bereaved” sorors asking 
the body to continue praying for them and their families.  Soror Polly Sparks Turner is recovering from an illness.  Soror 
Gwendolyn Brinkley mourns the loss of her husband, Mr. Curtis Brinkley.  Soror CoWanda Colvin mourns the loss of her 
uncle.  Soror Melba Mitchell mourns the loss of her sister.  Soror LaMoniqué Johnson and her husband mourn the loss of 
their infant daughter, Faith Johnson.  Soror Lillie Stone mourns the loss of her father, Mr. Charles James.  Soror Mamie 
Terry recently had surgery.  Sorors Kathryn and Alex Wallace mourn the loss of their father and grandfather, respectively.   
 
Introduction of the Hostess Committee:  Soror Saundra Wiley, Chairman of the May Hostess Committee, recognized all 
hostesses serving the chapter today.  Soror Jakki Wiley and Soror Rhonda Wiley-Keith served as Co-Chairmen.  The May 
service project, led by sorors Susan Bynam and Rhonda Williams, focused on Target III, Family Strengthening/Seasonal 
Wraps to support flood victims in Houston with an emphasis on families in the Greenspoint area.  The project is in partnership 
with the office of Harris County Precinct 1 Constable Alan Rosen.  Monetary donations can be made at the Finance table.   
 
Soror Wiley also reported that a quorum was established for the meeting. 
 
Introduction of Visiting Sorors:  Soror Thedrial Jackson, Chairman of the Courtesy Committee, introduced Extraordinary 
Pearls of the chapter and welcomed 13 visiting, transferring or reactivating sorors to the meeting.   
 
Reading of the Rules:  Soror Betty Merritte-Williams presented the special rules of order related to debate that were 
adopted in December 2005 to govern all chapter meetings. 
 
Approval of the Minutes:  Soror Cherise Story reported minutes of the April 16, 2016 chapter meeting were previously 
distributed and no corrections were received.  The minutes were approved as distributed.   
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 
President’s Report:  Soror Harris reported on the following items.  

 The spring mailing included information about bylaw amendments that will be voted on at the Boule.  The information 
will be included in the June sorority meeting packet so that sorors have an opportunity to review the amendments 
prior to voting. 

 Delegates to the Boule were requested to meet the Basileus after the meeting to receive a copy of the 2014 Boule 
minutes. 

 All chapter committee chairmen and co-chairmen, and any soror that attended any chapter activity in 2015 were 
asked to stand to receive accolades for supporting the chapter, which resulted in receiving the Chapter of the Year 
Award and the Outstanding Chapter Scrapbook Award at the 84th South Central Regional Conference.  The chapter 
also won for the Think HBCU Award and three Connection Committee Awards:  Voter Registration, Letter Writing 
Campaign and National Voter Registration Drive Day.  

 Five sorors were honored as Sorors of the Month.  Sorors Krystal Simpson and Jamila Lloyd were honored for 
working tirelessly assisting with the award winning scrapbooks.  Members-At-Large, Sorors Chantay Morris, Evelyn 
Holloway and Regina Carrington, were honored for performing a multitude of tasks for the chapter from assisting 
chapter officers and facilitating bus trips to taking t-shirt orders. 

 
Treasurer’s Report:  Soror Lisa Brooks, Tamiouchos, presented the following reports for the period ending April 30, 2016: 
Comparison of Budget to Actual; Statement of Financial Position; Monthly Bank Reconciliation; and Outstanding Checks.  
Chapter assets as reported in the Statement of Financial Position are listed in the chart below. 
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION - ASSETS 

Chapter Operations  $110,837.07 Housing $79,282.20 

Grants and Self-Sustaining  $87,683.71 Savings $19,149.72 

  TOTAL ASSETS  $318,216.58 
 

 
Approval of Agenda:  Soror Harris presented the meeting agenda and it was adopted without objection. 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report:  Soror Erica Moore, Pecunious Grammateus, presented the Financial Summary Report as 
of April 30, 2016.  Funds of $22,222.94 were collected during the month resulting in a total of $173,958.84 collected year-
to-date.  
 
Executive Committee:  Soror Sheri Cole, Anti-Grammateus, presented the report of the Executive Committee, which met 
at The Power Center on May 18, 2016, at 6:30 p.m., with 29 Executive Committee members and Committee Chairmen 
present.  The Executive Committee recommended that the chapter contribute $1,315 to the Alzheimer’s Association for the 
Longest Day.  The funds will be taken from the license plate fund. – Recommendation Passed 
 
Correspondence:  Soror Chantay Morris, presented the Correspondence report on behalf of Soror Staci Fullmighter, 
Epistoleus.  Cards were received from six sorors, as listed in the Correspondence Report, thanking the chapter for cards, 
text messages, emails, ivy plants and the love shown during their time of need or celebration.  Additional communications 
also detailed in the Correspondence Report included the following:  1) an invitation to the Go Red Girl Friend Event 
sponsored by the American Heart Association and the African American Leadership Circle; 2) a membership invitation to 
join the Houston Retired Teachers Association; and 3) applicant criteria and the application deadline for the Cuba 
Wadlington, Jr. and The Michael P. Johnson Scholarship. 
 
Additional announcements were as follows: 

 The Silent Auction Committee of the IEACF Scholarship Luncheon and Fashion Show requested member support 
today via the purchase of raffle tickets for several gift baskets. 

 The next 2018 Boule Invitational presentation rehearsal will be held Sunday, May 22, 2016, at 3:00 p.m., in the 
Texas Southern University Health and Physical Education Building, located on the corner of Blodgett and Ennis.  
Tennis shoes or rubber sole shoes must be worn.  All Southeast Cluster sorors are encouraged to participate in the 
invitational presentation.  There is an additional opportunity for sorors to purchase the Boule Invitational attire via 
PayPal at a cost of $62.10 which includes the PayPal fee.  The online order option must be completed by Tuesday, 
May 24, 2016.  At this time the vendor cannot guarantee timely delivery of online orders. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
AKA One Million Backpacks Committee:  Soror Bonita Morgan, Chairman, reminded sorors of the corporate challenge 
for each soror to donate 20 backpacks per year from 2015 to 2018.  In 2015 the chapter donated 11,222 backpacks.  With 
over 683 members, the chapter’s goal equates to 13,660 backpacks over the four year period.  Thus, 2,438 backpacks are 
needed to reach the goal.  
 
ASCEND Committee:  Soror Karen Aubrey, Anti-Basileus and Committee Chairman, reported that the final ASCEND 
session for Cycle 2 was completed on May 14, 2016, followed by a graduation ceremony.  The session included an ASCEND 
version of Scattegories facilitated by Soror Angela Price.  Soror Mary Waites presented a Netiquette workshop.  Soror 
Rhonda Haralson summarized projects students worked on during the STEM/SMART camp with a video presentation.  The 
graduation speaker, Soror Cherry Gooden, expounded on the theme ASCENDing to Soaring Dimensions by encouraging 
students to SOAR: Set your goals – Own your space – ASCEND and Review, Reflect & Revise.  Three students were 
recognized for winning IEACF scholarships:  Mekayla Chevalier, Chandler Holmes and JaTa’via Stoot.  The Cycle 3 
planning meeting will be held on Saturday, June 11, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at a location to be determined.  
Recruitment of students in 9th through 12th grades is in progress.  Contact Soror Karen Allen with referrals. 
 
Connection Committee:  Soror Courtney White presented the Connection Committee report on behalf of Soror Kim Topps, 
Committee Chairman.  April 12, 2016 was Alpha Kappa Omega Day at City Hall in celebration of Texas AKA Advocacy 
Week which was April 10 – 16, 2016.  Sorors participating in the activity were recognized.  The chapter received a 
proclamation designating April 12th as Alpha Kappa Omega Day which was read by council member and Alpha Kappa 
Omega chapter member Soror Amanda Edwards.  The proclamation was presented by Mayor Sylvester Turner.  At the 84th 
South Central Regional Conference, the committee received three Connection Awards as previously mentioned by Basileus 
LaDonna Harris.  Sorors were encouraged to vote in the primary runoff election on May 24, 2016.  The next committee 
meeting is on May 31, 2016 via teleconference.  
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Debutante Committee:  Soror Shonthenia Edwards, Co-Chairman, reported that the Committee met at the Power Center 
on May 11, 2016, at 7:30 p.m.  The debutante ball will be held Sunday, July 23, 2017, at the Royal Sonesta Hotel.  The 
attire is black tie.  Applications will be made available online today via the Alpha Kappa Omega website and they are due 
on September 30, 2016. 
 
Health Committee:  Soror Creaque Charles, Chairman, highlighted elements of the committee report.  On June 20, 2016, 
the chapter will partner with the Alzheimer’s Association to host the Longest Day Community Impact Day in recognition of 
the effects of Alzheimer’s disease.  A flyer placed on meeting room tables listed activities scheduled to occur at the 
Alzheimer’s Association facility located on Long Dr.  Several facts about Alzheimer’s disease were reported.  Sorors were 
thanked for $1,600 to support research and awareness of Alzheimer’s disease.  May is Lupus Awareness Month and a 
forum will be hosted by Minority Women with Autoimmune Disease on Tuesday, May 24, 2016, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
at the University of Houston Central Campus in the Bayou City room.  Contact Soror Sherry Neely Williams for additional 
information.  May is also Mental Health Month.  NAMI, the sorority’s national partner, launched a Stigma Free Campaign 
with public service announcements.  In recognition of the campaign, Soror Charles led the chapter in taking the I Am Stigma 
Free pledge which was videoed and will be posted on social media.   
 
Life Long Learning Committee:  Soror Laura Allen, Chairman, announced that the literacy program will be held June 6-9, 
2016 at Woodson Leadership Academy from 8:15 a.m. to noon.  The theme is Lifelong Learning – A Journey of Literacy, 
History and Service.  Black history will be emphasized.  The committee has partnered with the chapter’s Think HBCU 
Committee to expose the students to HBCUs.  One or more schools will be highlighted each day of the program this summer.  
Sorors interested in making a presentation about their careers or know of someone they can recommend should contact 
Soror Allen.  Soror Brenda Scott facilitated the donation of 50 books from Scholastic Books.  The Backpack Committee 
donated 50 backpacks and some sorors anonymously donated materials to place inside the backpacks.  Volunteers are 
needed for daily classroom assistance.  There are also volunteer opportunities for sorors that cannot attend the daily 
activities.  Additional information about the program is detailed in the committee report. 
 
Scrapbook Committee:  Soror Jennifer Rachal, Chairman, uniquely reported how long and hard the committee worked in 
terms of seconds, minutes, hours, days and months to deliver 18 scrapbooks to the 84th South Central Regional 
Conference.  Their efforts were rewarded by the chapter winning the 2016 Chapter of the Year Award and the Outstanding 
Chapter Scrapbook Award, along with other awards won by committees and individuals as listed below.  Soror Rachal 
thanked sorors that assisted in preparation of scrapbooks and exhibits for submission to the Regional Awards Committee.  
Committee members, as listed in the committee report, were thanked for their labor of love, with special thanks to Soror Jo-
Carolyn Goode, Soror Krystal Simpson and Soror Jamila Lloyd for being there every Saturday and Sunday. 
 

1st Place Awards 
 2016 Chapter of the Year Award 
 Outstanding Chapter Scrapbook Award 
 Think HBCU Hall of Fame Award (Chapter Award) 
 Connection – Voter Registration 
 Connection – Letter Writing Campaign 
 Connection – National Voter Registration 
 Deralyn Riles Davis Award - Soror Davina Horace 
 Think HBCU Hall of Fame Award (Individual Award) - Soror Jackie Alton and Soror Veronica Johnson 
 

2nd Place Awards 
 Jewel Thomas Visionary Award - Soror Staci Taylor Fullmighter 
 Graduate Good Citizens Award – Soror Una Topps 

 
Senior Citizens Committee:  Soror Charlene James, Chairman, presented the report.  In observance of Old American’s 
Month, informative publications were available at the committee table with educational information on supporting the elderly 
and caregivers.  On May 13, 2016, the second annual senior prom, chaired by Soror Davina Horace, was held at the Julia 
C. Hester House.  Many sorors attended the prom and served as the Pink and Green Welcoming Committee.  They were 
asked to stand for recognition.  Golden Soror Imogene Felder, a Hester House swinging senior, was given special 
recognition at the event.  The next event is the Seasoned Sorors Luncheon, chaired by Soror Lillie Rollin, that will be held 
on June 2, 2016.  The luncheon location was changed to the Pappadeaux Restaruant on 610, across from the NRG stadium.  
Today is the last day to pay the $32 luncheon fee.  No funds will be collected at the door.  An added treat is a pictorial 
presentation that Soror Sandria Tolliver and Soror Cherry Gooden are coordinating.  Sorors attending the luncheon were 
requested to contact either soror regarding submission of a photo. 
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Graduate Advisor’s Report – Epsilon Lambda:  Soror Patricia Roberts requested that the four members of Epsilon 
Lambda present at the meeting stand with her as she gave the graduate advisor’s report.  On April 17, 2016, the Epsilon 
Lambda chapter initiated 59 new members.  Of that number, 48 sorors attended the regional conference earning the first 
place award for undergraduate chapter attendance.  They also received the Best Dressed Couture Award at the 
Undergraduate Luncheon.  Attending the meeting today were three of ten chapter graduates.  Also attending was Soror 
Lauren Harris, daughter of Soror Jo Beth Harris, to participate in the legacy parade.  All members of the graduate advisors’ 
council were recognized for assistance in successfully re-establishing the chapter.  Special recognition was given to the 
chapter leadership who aided in the process:  Soror Mattelia B. Grays, 18th Supreme Basileus; Soror Faye B. Bryant, 21st 
Supreme Basileus; Soror Polly S. Turner, 20th South Central Regional Director; Soror Gwendolyn J. Brinkley, 23rd South 
Central Regional Director; Soror Marianne Walker, immediate past Basileus; and Soror LaDonna Harris, Basileus.  Soror 
Roberts also reported that six delegates will attend the Boule in Atlanta, along with an additional six sorors who have 
registered.   
 
Graduate Advisor’s Report – Omicron Gamma:  Soror Faye Phillips reported that three Omicron Gamma sorors 
graduated:  LaPorsche Jefferson, Sharone Henry and Janese Grice.  Two delegates will represent the chapter at Boule.  
Soror LaKeisha Williams-Till received a personal invitation from Madame Supreme Basileus, Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson, 
and will be her special guest at the Boule.  At the regional conference, the chapter won the STAAR award for completing 
their end of the year Standards Reports on time.  In an effort to expose the sorors to our history, upon leaving the conference, 
sorors toured historical sites in Little Rock including Central High School and Philander Smith College, an HBCU.  They 
also took a detour to visit Wiley College in Marshall, Texas.  Charter members of the chapter and the graduate advisors’ 
council members were recognized.   
 
Bridging Ceremony:  Soror Melba Henry conducted the bridging ceremony for transitioning sorors listed below.  

 LaPorsche Jefferson - University of Houston, Downtown 
 Bianca Baymon - University of Houston, Central Campus 
 Chelsea Lester - University of Houston, Central Campus 
 Tiana Culpepper - University of Houston, Central Campus 
 Diamond Antoine (not present; represented by Lauren Harris) - University of Houston, Central Campus 

 
Sisterly Relations Committee: – Soror Vickie Windham, Chairman, presented the committee report.  The April theme to 
bond with undergraduate chapters was accomplished through a social gathering at Gus’s World Famous Fried Chicken on 
April 28, 2016 for sorors attending the regional conference.  In June, the committee will produce a short testimonial video 
for sorors to tell how they have been impacted by Sisterly Relations activities.  Sorors interested in participating should 
email Soror Windham at windham10@hotmail.com. 
 
Legacy Parade:  The 2016 Legacy Parade was led by immediate past Basileus, Soror Marianne Walker walking in memory 
of her mother, Diamond Soror and chapter charter member Hazel Hainsworth Young.  Soror Courtney Brown announced 
legacy families as they entered the room.  The Legacy Family Creed responsive reading was led by Soror Mattelia Grays, 
18th Supreme Basileus. 
 
Unfinished Business:  None 
 
New Business:  None 
 
Announcements:  Sorors made the following announcements. 

1. Soror Staci Taylor Fullmighter announced that the next 2018 Boule Invitational Presentation rehearsal will be 
tomorrow, Sunday, May 22, 2016 at 3:00 p.m., in the Texas Southern University Health and Physical Education 
Building.  

2. Soror Elnora Flewellen reminded Southern University Alumni to meet her at the back of the room after the meeting 
adjourns. 

 Soror Staci Taylor Fullmighter announced that the Senior Citizens Committee is continuing to collect $10 for the 
Senior Prom souvenir photo book. 

 Soror Nedra Washington reported that the silent auction ended.  Sorors that signed up were instructed to go to the 
table to select gifts.   

 Soror Gwendolyn Brinkley thanked sorors for coming to her aid and support during the loss of her husband, and 
asked for continued prayers. 

 
Birthday Recognitions:  Soror Jakki Wiley recognized magnificent and marvelous sorors celebrating May birthdays and 
the chapter serenaded them by singing happy birthday. 
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Sorority Hymn and Pledge:  Sorors were directed in singing the sorority hymn by Soror Mary Butler and accompanied by 
Soror Ardener Franshaw on the piano.  The hymn was followed by recitation of the pledge. 
 
Adjournment: Soror Harris adjourned the meeting at 12:45 p.m.  
 

 
 
 
Submitted By: 
 

      
 
 
 
 

Please contact Soror Cherise Story via email at kes691@aol.com by June 15, 2016 with any suggested corrections. 
 

J. Cherise Cade Story 
2016 Grammateus 

LaDonna H. Harris  
2016 Basileus 


