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Greetings Sorors, 

 

Spring is here.  The days have grown longer and new buds appear on the trees.  It’s a beautiful 

time of year.  Just as spring is a time of renewal, let us renew our commitment to draw closer to 

our sisterhood by supporting and encouraging each other at all times.  Let us also make sure that 

we are enjoying the weather by spending some time outdoors and enjoying time with our family. 

 

Time is your most precious gift because you only have a set amount of it. You can make more 

money, but you can't make more time. When you give someone your time, you are giving them a 

portion of your life that you'll never get back. Your time is your life. That is why the greatest gift 

you can give someone is your time.  It is incumbent upon each of us to make sure that we are 

spending our time wisely.  Are you sharing your time and gifts with the sorority?  We all pledged 

to devote our time and talents to our organization.  It is up to us to ensure that we fulfill our 

commitment. 

   

Our chapter has been very busy with various activities.  It is up to you to make sure that you are 

involved.  We need YOU!!!   Thank you so much for your love and support for the work that we 

do in and around the Houston community.   I look forward to the coming months and carrying 

on our quest to always be of service to all mankind! 

 

In Sisterhood and Love, 
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Chairman: Kristyn Story  

Co-Chairman: Honornell Sandling  
Co-Chairman: Una Topps 
Committee: Roy – Traylor 

April 2016 Service Project:   
In conjunction with the National Pan Hellenic Council of 
Houston, Inc., the April service project will benefit the Star 
of Hope.  Sorors are asked to donate pre-package (socks, 
deodorant, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, 
conditioner, mouthwash & feminine products) in Ziploc 
bags.  Please label them male or female and bring to the 
April meeting.  

  
          Please inform Soror Thedrial Jackson or  

 the Basileus as you become aware of those who are ill or 
otherwise challenged. 

 
Please continue to pray for all sorors and  

their families who are experiencing challenges 
 

 Soror Alfeda Henry in the loss of her husband Mr. Alvin 

Henry 

 Soror Mary Catherine Harris, in the loss of her daughter 

Karen Harris   

 Soror Le'Andra DeMaris had surgery this week and is now 

recovering at home 

 Soror Gloria Melton was hospitalized but is resting at home 

 Soror Nakesha Smith had surgery and is home recovering 

 Soror Deneen Ford who recently had surgery 

 Soror Marva Adams who is ill 

 Soror Shundra Williams who recently had surgery 

 Soror Felicia Wright who had surgery and is home 

recovering 

 Soror Gwen Brinkley whose husband, Curtis Brinkley is ill 

 Sorors Billie Mayfield, Emma Maddox and Evelyn 

Holloway in the loss of their grandmother 

 The family of Soror Carole Gathe 

 Soror Cynthia Malbert in the loss of her grandfather, Jeff 

Mebert  

 Soror Connie Steward and family in the loss of her nephew, 

Todd Roque 

 Sorors Natalie and Gabrielle Carroll Dailey in the loss of 

their sister and aunt, Soror Patrice Carroll Lockett 

 Soror Vickie Windham in the loss of her aunt, Patricia 

       Gloster 

  

 Soror Staci Taylor Fullmighter 

 Soror Devona Gatlin Martin  

 Soror Shirley Howard  

 Soror Margie Taylor  

  

 A special thank you to the March 2016 Hostess 
Committee led by Chairman: DiAnn Robinson, Co-
Chairman: Lottie Harrell-Perry, Co-Chairman: Nancy 
Perry and Committee: Murphy - Rousseve 

 Thank you to the proofreading team – Sorors Sarah 
Mitchell and Cherry Gooden  

 Thank you to the Ritual’s Committee – Soror Helen 
Houston, Soror Angela Wright, Soror Glorena Moody 
and the Music Committee – Soror Mary Butler, Soror 
Ardener Franshaw and Soror Clarice Gatlin for always 
being on hand for  Ivy Beyond the Wall Services.   

 A special thank you to the chapter’s 2015-2016 
nominating committee for their continuous hard work 
during our election of officers, Boule and Regional 
Conference delegates. 

  
Financial Cards are available to be picked up at sorority 

meeting.  

Visiting Sorors are allowed to attend only 
two (2) AKΩ meetings per year. All sorors 
should dress appropriately, in business 
attire, for sorority meetings. 

  Soror Martina Judge on being 2015-
2016  Teacher of the Year for  Stafford 
High School 

 
Each month, Sorors are commended who have gone over 
and above the call of sisterhood.  For the month of March, 
Sorors Clarice Gatlin, Angela Wright, Glorena Moody, Mary 
Butler, Ardener Franshaw and Helen Houston were 
recognized 
as Sorors of 
the Month.   
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Few Houstonians have the opportunity to get an up-close 
look at the landmark building along Allen Parkway, known 
as the Federal Reserve BankHouston Branch. However, the 
ASCEND Students and Sorors of Alpha Kappa Omega 

Chapter visited the 
facility as part of 
Economic Education Day 
at the Federal Reserve 
Branch on March 5, 2016. 
The event was a 
collaboration with the 
Finance Committee of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Omega Chapter.  Soror 
Erika Jones, Public 
Affairs Specialist at the 

branch, led the training and tour. 
All were mesmerized by the history and architecture of the 

building. ASCEND students viewed a video presentation 

that featured the architectural design of the facility and the 

many Texas related structures that were used in the 

construction of the building. Students also learned how the 

Reserve began, its primary role in the community and how 

the branch is the center of more than $1 billion in cash for 

the region. During the tour, students saw how the currency 

has transformed over the years, and viewed counterfeit 

currency. 

Soror Erika engaged the students in a workshop on 

“Planning for Success.” Students were educated on 

budgeting for college while participating in an activity that 

required them to create a college life on a budget with 

possible expenses. Expenses included dining out, athletic 

events, snacks, clothing, sorority dues, and laundry to name 

a few. They were encouraged to reduce expenditures from a 

total of $725 to $234 or plan to get a part-time job. Many did 

extremely well with the exercise, and it was an eye-opener 

for many. 

The ASCEND Students were also informed about 

internships and career opportunities at the 

Federal Reserve Bank. The most 

interesting information about career 

opportunities was that a major in 

accounting or finance is not required. The 

day was definitely productive and 

informative for the students.  

Silver sorors set the bar by Donating $1800 

when challenged to give to the AKA One 

Million Backpacks National Target at our 

March Sorority meeting, our Silver Sorors not only sparkled 

in silver as they celebrated their twenty-five years in Alpha 

Kappa Alpha Sorority, but one Silver Soror went a step 

further by offering a bold challenge to all other silver sorors 

to donate at least $25.00 or more. This awesome challenge 

was led by our own Silver Soror Diana Johnson. Soror 

Johnson challenged all silver sorors to match her $25.00 

contribution and silver sorors as well as other sorors stepped 

up to the plate and contributed over $1800 in less than one 

hour.  Special thanks to Soror Regina Carrington for 

assisting in this challenge. The money donated will be used 

by the sorority to purchase backpacks for students in need. 

We commend all silver sorors and all sorors who accepted 

the challenge and donated money to assist in purchasing 

backpacks.  Also, for the March service project, all sorors 

were asked to donate backpacks. Hats off to all of our 

wonderful sorors. They are working very hard this year in 

meeting the AKA One Million Backpack challenge by 2018. 

Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter was well represented when 

the Alzheimer’s Association of Houston and Southeast 

Chapter hosted an “AKA Spring Mixer” on March 22, 2016, 

for all Houston and Suburban area AKA Chapters.  The 

mixer served as a forum to highlight Alpha Kappa Alpha’s 

partnership with the Alzheimer’s Association, celebrating 

contributions made during 2015 and reviewing 

opportunities for 2016. A PowerPoint presentation shown at 

the mixer detailed the impact Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 

Incorporated has made in fundraising and increasing 

awareness of Alzheimer’s disease.  
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The event featured an “Alzheimer’s Association AKA 

Partner Video “with an overview of the partnership narrated 

by Supreme Basileus Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson and Harry 

Johns, President and CEO of the Alzheimer’s Association.   

Soror Dorothy explained the common 

mission to fight for a cure and emphasized 

Alpha Kappa Alpha’s commitment to 

participate in “The Longest Day” 

Alzheimer’s Awareness activity on a 

national level by all chapters as a community impact day.   

In promoting awareness of The Alzheimer’s Association 

programs, Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter will host activities 

at the Houston and Southeast Chapter Alzheimer’s 

Association on June 20, 2016.  The chapter has registered its 

Longest Day Team for this event and instructions to sign up 

for the team and support the event will be posted through 

the chapter eblast and presented at April and May sorority 

meetings.  ALZHEIMER’S FACT: Almost two-thirds of 

Americans with Alzheimer’s disease are women.   

 

Target IV, 1908 Playground Project Committee started 2016 

with a bang!  Members of our committee joined in with the 

NCAA Final Four – MLK Day of Service “Operation Blue 

Triangle”.  We spent many hours restoring, refreshing and 

renewing the playground area at the Blue Triangle 

Community Center.  We built, painted and stained 

playground equipment to accommodate the underserved 

community in and around the Third Ward area. 

On Saturday, February 6th, the 1908 Playground Committee 

met at Hartsfield Elementary School community playground 

for a ribbon-cutting and dedication service of a new park 

bench.  The bench signified our completion of our  

 

 

commitment to partner with the Houston Spark Park 

Program and MacGregor-Palms Terrace Civic Club.  We 

celebrated Phase II of the renovation project on the school 

campus. The committee affixed our chapter “1908 

Playground Project” monumental plaque to a colorful bench. 

On Saturday, March 26th, the 1908 Playground Project 

committee supported our lovely undergraduate Sorors of 

Omicron Gamma Chapter, launching their 1908 Playground 

Mobilization Day at Kandy Stripe Academy.  We worked 

beside our sorors weeding grass and planting flowers in 

planter boxes and sanitized playground equipment.   

On Saturday, April 9th, the “1908 Playground Project” and 

Acts of Green committees partnered with the “Rock the 

Block” OST/South Union GO Neighborhood Community 

“Keep Houston Beautiful” Project.  We worked alongside 

community members to clean up neighborhood streets, 

beautifying areas that may have been neglected throughout 

the community.   

Approaching our summer break, on Saturday, May 7th, the 

1908 Playground Project members will return to Kandy 

Stripe Academy for our Global Impact Day.  Our goal is to 

restore, refresh and renew their Early Childhood play area.  

We will revitalize this area by restoring playground 

equipment and refreshing their gardens.

The Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter underwent an evaluation 

by the South Central Region AKA Evaluation Team, March 4

-6, 2016.  The purpose of the evaluation was to ensure the 

chapter is maintaining files to support Alpha Kappa 

Omega’s compliance with the operating procedures required 

from chapters of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated.   
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17 containers and two scrapbooks were delivered to the 

Alpha Kappa Alpha, South Central Evaluation Team on 

March 3rd. 

On March 31st sorors took the time to celebrate and take a 

much-needed sigh of relief after preparing for the South 

Central Region Evaluation.   Many thanks to Davis St. at 

Hermann Park for hosting us!  Alpha Kappa Omega received 

an “ABOVE AVERAGE” (1) Rating!!!!  The Evaluation Team 

stated, “the records submitted were ‘excellent and well 

organized’ and extended appreciation for the user–friendly 

format in which the files were presented for evaluation 

purposes.”   

Kudos and a heartfelt thank you to all sorors who supported 

this PROCESS… We could not have done this without each 

of YOU!!!  A special heartfelt THANK YOU goes to a group 

of dedicated sorors who were instrumental in the overall 

process for their unrelenting encouragement and effort:   

LaDonna Harris, Tamara Cubit, Tanya Easter, LaShane 

Eaglin, Cherise Story, Marianne Walker, Faye Bryant, Pat 

Roberts, Karen Aubrey, Donna Miles, Karrah Demaris, Kim 

Topps, Lisa Brooks and Tishauna Washington.

 

The NPHC Committee welcomes Sorors to 

participate in the following upcoming 

activities.  Please contact Chairman Jamila 

Lloyd for more information.  

NPHC Greek Picnic Weekend:   

A. Happy Hour - Friday, May 13th (5-

9pm) -Mosaic Bar & Lounge on 

Almeda. 

B. Community Service Project - Saturday, May 14th (8:00am  

10:00am).   

 

 

 

 

 

We will collect & distribute toiletries to the 

Homeless at The Bread of Life at St. John’s Downtown (2019 

Crawford Street).   

We are asking sorors to pre-package 

items (socks, deodorant, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 

shampoo, conditioner, mouthwash & feminine products) in 

Ziploc bags. Please label them male or female and bring to 

the April meeting. 

C. Picnic will be held Saturday, May 14th from 2pm-7pm at  

Pearland Independence Park (3919 Liberty Drive, Pearland, 

TX 77581). This year will be bigger and better than ever!  We 

will have a 3 on 3 basketball tournament, stroll off 

competition, Greek paraphernalia fashion show, tent 

decorating contest and more please contact us at 

houstongreekpicnic@yahoo.com for a vendor application, 

stroll off application or to sign up for 3 on 3 tournament 

(non-Greeks and honey-dos welcome).   

D. Greek Paraphernalia Fashion Show – Next model 

Practice will be Thursday, April 7 from 6:30-8:15pm at 

Hiram Clarke Multi-Service Center (3810 W Fuqua). 

All Graduate Greeks and children 10 and younger are 

welcome to attend the model call.  Please call (832) 543-1079 

for an application. 

Scholarships:  The NPHC will award scholarships to 

deserving high school seniors who are affiliated with the 

Divine Nine and current college students who are members 

of the Divine Nine.  Applications must include an essay, 

references, and a Transcript.  Applications will be available 

during the March sorority meeting deadline is April 16, 

2016.Scholarships will be awarded during the June 13th 

2017.NPHC dinner meeting and tickets are $15 each and will 

2018.be available at the April meeting.  

On Saturday, February 13th the 

Acts of Green committee 

sponsored a presentation at the 

University of Houston for the 

ASCEND students, covering 

various STEM topics including 

technology and energy.  The 

speaker was Mr. Keith Kenebrew, Associate Commercial 

Director of Energy and Climate Change at The Dow 

Chemical Company.   In addition, Mr. Kenebrew introduced 

the student participants to SMART careers, those in science, 

math, and related technologies.   
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The primary focus was on how 

environmental sustainability is a vital 

part of business, manufacturing, global 

activities and local communities.   

In recognition of Earth Day, Acts of Green 

participated in the Annual Keep Houston 

Beautiful City-wide Clean Up on April 9 

at the Agape Development Center at 6401 

Calhoun Rd.   Sorors collaborated with the Southeast 

Houston Transformation Alliance by assisting with the 

distribution of equipment and removing trash and debris 

from the immediate area, giving the neighborhood a much-

needed face lift. 

Calling all Legacies…The Sisterly Relations Committee 

wants you.  If you are a Legacy and would like to participate 

in the 2016 Legacy Parade that will be held during our May 

2016 sorority meeting, please email Soror Vickie Windham 

at windham10@hotmail.com no later than Saturday, April 

30, 2016. 

Join the Connection Committee for AKA 

Day at City Hall on Tuesday, April 12, 

2016 from 11:00 am until 3:30 pm.  The 

tentative schedule includes:  Tour of 

City Hall – 11:00 am. – 12:00 pm; Lunch 

- Noon – 1:00 pm, Sponsored by Councilman Dwight 

Boykins; AKA Advocacy Presentation 1:15 PM; City Council 

Meeting – 2:00 pm.  We look forward to turning City Hall 

Pink and Green for the day while we Take ACTION 

by advocating and learning how city government works.

Get your official AKOmega health committee “walk” t-shirt 

TODAY.  Shirts are $26 regardless of size.  While we 

encourage you to purchase a walk t-shirt, the t-shirt is not a 

requirement to walk.   We invite all sorors to walk for the 

cause with us!  See the walk t-shirt link on the chapter’s 

website and pay through PayPal . Be sure to indicate your 

size in the note field when placing your order.  We have 

several walks coming up, so place your order 

ASAP.  Contact Soror Charmaine Miles for more 

information about upcoming chapter walks and the walk t-

shirt.   

 
 The HBCU committee needs YOU to be a current member 

of an HBCU Alumni Organization.  Please see the HBCU 

table at sorority meeting for assistance signing up for an 

alumni organization.  If you choose to 

donate through the ’08 campaign 

website, or directly to the school, or 

another way, please send your receipt to 

hbcudonationsmade@gmail.com.

Chapter Programs & Committees 

Soror Karen Aubrey, Anti-Basileus 

kjaubrey1908@gmail.com  

832-444-5611 

Change of Address, E-mail or not Receiving “The Jewel”  

Soror Staci Taylor Fullmighter, Epistoleus  

Staci_fullmigfhter@yahoo.com  

713-471-4706  

Dues, Reactivation, Transfers, Golden/Silver/Life 

Members  

Soror Erica Moore, Pencunious Grammateus  

erica.moores@gmail.com 

832-277-5016 

Tickets/Invitations to Chapter Events 

Soror Holly Harris, Ticketron Committee Chairman  

h_cherry@yahoo.com  

832-689-5594 

Death of a Soror or someone on a Soror’s immediate 

family and/or information to be published in “The Jewel”  

Soror LaDonna Harris, Basileus 

president@alphakappaomega.com 

281-633-9633 

Courtesies 

Soror Thedrial Jackson, Hodegos 

thedrial.jackson@comcast.net  

713-449-9957 

Minutes of Chapter Meeting  

Soror Cherise Story, Grammateus  

kes691@aol.com  

281-496-5560  
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April  2016  
Acts of Green Committee at Keep Houston Beautiful City Wide Clean Up  


