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 Sorors participating in the 2016 Alzheimer’s Walk 

 



 

 

 
 
 
Greetings Sorors, 
 
As I reflect on a few of the many blessings given to me, I am grateful for life, family, friends, 
opportunities, freedom, a phenomenal sisterhood, the ability to be of service and for being 
able to bless others. What are you grateful for? 
   
As we serve with purpose and reflect upon the many blessings in our lives, let us give thanks 
for the ability and the opportunity to accomplish all of the many things we do. Sorors, every 
day is a day of thanksgiving and it is truly always the season of giving. Our mission is for 
year round service and year round giving. You do well with both of these, revealing a 
generous heart and kind spirit as we reach out to communities in need. Thank you and know 
that you are sincerely appreciated. 
 
As we prepare for the season of Thanksgiving and the celebration of God’s greatest gift to 
man, let us continue to lift each other up with the gifts of love, faith, and hope…but 
remember, during this season and beyond, the greatest of these is LOVE!  This is an exciting 
time in the history of Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter, as we have the opportunity to continue 
the legacy of Sisterhood, Scholarship, and Service. We are truly blessed!  
 
Let us reflect on the wonderful things we’ve done this year and with excitement, look 
forward to the opportunities to come. Another year is on the horizon with the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas holidays quickly approaching.  Have a wonderful holiday season and enjoy 
this time with family and friends. May God continue to bless you and your families.  Here’s 
to wishing you and your families a Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
In Sisterhood and Love, 
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November Hostess Committee 
Chairman - Demetria Williams 

Co-Chairmen - Dorothy Gabriel and Revona Gatlin-Davis 
Committee:  Frazier - Harrison

November 2016 Service Project:  "Santa at the Ensemble"  

Through collective efforts of the Hostess and Acts of Green 

Committee, sorors are asked to donate, at the November 

chapter meeting, unwrapped “green” toys for children, ages 

(3) to nine (9).  This is the eighth year that your generous 

donations will benefit the 300 disadvantaged children of 

“Santa at the Ensemble.” For many of these poverty-level 

children, the toys may be the only holiday items that they 

will receive. “Green” toys help our environment; e.g., 

puzzles, games, toys not requiring batteries, and those made 

from wood, cotton, natural fibers, and recycled materials. 

Toys that are not “green” will, also, be gladly accepted.    

  
Please inform Soror Thedrial Jackson or the Basileus  

as you become aware of those who are ill or otherwise challenged. 
 

Please continue to pray for all sorors and  
their families who are experiencing challenges 

 Soror Jerrika Hall, in the loss of her mother, Mrs. Pamela 
Jones-Hall 

 Soror Patricia Roberts and Soror Bianca Roberts 
Anderson in the loss of her brother and uncle, Larry 
Davis 

 Soror Christina Cornelius in the loss of her father, Dr. 
Royce Cornelius 

 Soror Mellonie Kirby and Soror Brandi Hypolite, in the 
loss of their sister and aunt, Camelia Flowers  

 Soror Antoinette Shepard who is recovering from a 
procedure 

  

 Soror Laura Allen 

 Sorors Cheryl Mitchell and Charlyn Kyles 

 Soror Cherise Story  

 Soror Patricia Grant 

Thank you sorors for supporting the October 2016 Service 

Project:  "Promoting Breast Cancer Awareness" October 2016  

Hostess Committee:  Chairman: Patricia Eugene,  

Co-Chairmen: Beverly Dancer & Beagan Dancer, Committee: 

Curry – Franshaw 

 
Thank you to the Editorial Team Members/Contributing 

Writers/Proofreading Team – Sorors Staci Taylor 

Fullmighter, Monica Baynard, Pat Roberts, Christi 

Newsome, Jessica Kemp, Creaque Charles, and Clara Cooper 

Dues are $375.00, Life members $285.00.  A 

$9 late fee will be assessed if dues are not 

received by January 16, 2016. This late fee 

does not apply to Life Members. 

Visiting Sorors are allowed to attend only two (2) AKΩ

meetings per year. All sorors should dress appropriately, in 

business attire, for sorority meetings. 

 

™ 
 

A.S.C.E.N.D., an acronym for Achievement, Self-awareness, 

Communication, Engagement, 

Networking, Development, and it 

is the signature program of Soror 

Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson’s 

administration, which targets high 

school students as they prepare for 

their future. There were 19 

ASCEND Students in attendance at 

the September session.   The new meeting location on the 

University of Houston Campus was noted as being quite 

spacious, and a high tech facility.  ASCEND meetings are 

booked through January, and will be facilitated with UH in 

December for the next 6 months.  The theme and ice breaker 

activity centered around lollipops and was a great 

opener.  The students received valuable information in 

specified workshops.  Workshop presentations included, 

Career Exploration by Soror Latonya Miles; UN Model by 

the members of Epsilon Lambda.  The College Exploration 

workshop was presented by Soror Courtney Brown, and 

Soror Kim Topps presented a workshop on Voting.  A 

special thank you is extended to those members of the 

ASCEND committee who assisted in the facilitation of the 

student session.   
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Effect Change at an HBCU in 2016 

November 2016: Xavier University        

December 2016: Tennessee State University 

 

 

 

 

Effect Change by donating to buckets on the 

tables in our chapter meeting.  Also, we can effect change by 

giving to the ’08 campaign at www.aka1908.com or send 

money directly to the school and send your receipt to 

hbcudonationsmade@gmail.com. 

Report Your Donations Please! 

Did you send a check to an HBCU?  

Did you make on online donation to an HBCU? 

Did you give cash to an HBCU? 

Did you make a credit card donation to an HBCU? 

 

 

 

Special note: 

In last month’s newsletter, Wiley College was missed as 

participants in the Think HBCUSM Forum and College Fair 

held at Sterling High School.  Our sincerest apologies to 

Wiley College alumnae.  

 

T h e  H e a l t h 

Committee has 

been very busy 

during the last 30 

days.  In an effort 

to continue to 

support breast 

cancer awareness, 

the committee 

partnered with 

the Joint Chapter 

committee on October 15, 2016.  Our own Soror Bonnie 

Word, who is an active member of the health committee as 

well as a physician, was the speaker during the event.   

 

 

She provided valuable information on breast cancer 

awareness and human papillomavirus (HPV) screenings/

education.  During the meeting, the health committee also 

provided a table of written information on breast cancer, 

distributed pink lapel ribbons and displayed a breast cancer 

poster for Sorors to review regarding breast cancer 

awareness.   

The committee partnered with the Sisters Network, Inc.  and  

the Susan G. Komen organization to provide the materials 

for the meeting.  Soror Felecia Ellis led the committees’ 

efforts for this initiative.   

Also during the month of October, our IEACF partnered 

with the health committee to donate $2000 to the Susan G. 

Komen organization on behalf of the chapters’ support of 

breast cancer initiatives.  With the very generous donation, 

the committee agreed to encourage the chapter members to 

raise an additional $1000 to support the Susan G. Komen 

organization.  To date, the committee and chapter have 

donated $2710.00 towards future research, survivor support 

and breast cancer prevention efforts.   Sorors are asked to 

continue to donate in support of team AKA - Alpha Kappa 

Omega on their website.  

Last but not least, the committee participated in two local 

walks on November 5, 2016 in support of two of our national 

partners, The American Heart Association and The 

Alzheimer’s Association.  The walks were held 

simultaneously and team AKA - Alpha Kappa Omega was 

on hand to support both organizations in a big way.  Soror 

Felecia Ellis led our team, AKA - Alpha Kappa Omega 

during the 5K American Heart Association walk while Soror 

Krystle Simpson-Hamlet took blood pressures during the 

event. Meanwhile, Soror Creaque Charles led another team 

of AKA - Alpha Kappa Omega sorors, which included our 

Basileus Soror LaDonna Harris, during the End Alzheimer’s 

Walk.  Both walks ended with several activities to promote 

heart and stroke prevention, importance of hands-on CPR as 

well as Alzheimer’s awareness and caregiver support.  As 

both teams walked, they were reminded of the statistics of 

why we were walking and supporting each organization’s 

efforts to raise awareness to these very vital healthcare 

initiatives.    

The committee is currently preparing for the final health 

committee event for 2016.  The committee has once again 

partnered with the Santa at the Ensemble program.  
 

 

 

Page 4 
In Memory of Soror Jewel McFarlin Thomas  

Page  4 

http://www.aka1908.com
mailto:hbcudonationsmade@gmail.com


 

NOVEMBER 2016  

The committee will lead the chapters’ efforts in taking an 

active role in the “Pound Fit” activity during the program.   

Soror volunteers will be on hand to lead the children ages 6-

9 in physical activities to raise awareness to heart disease 

and the importance of physical activity. The Santa at the 

Ensemble initiative will be held on Sunday, December 18, 

2016.  Please contact Soror Saundra Wiley for any additional 

information/details on how to volunteer on that day.  

Greetings Sorors! Touchdown to 

Service served as the theme of our 

Fall Joint Chapter Meeting with our 

undergraduate Sorors from Epsilon 

Lambda - University of Houston 

Central Campus and Omicron Gamma - University of 

Houston-Downtown. The room décor set the tone for the 

meeting with a football themed interior draped with bursts 

of pink and green that got us ready for football activities as 

planned for the day. We even had pink and green footballs 

as centerpieces.  

Since this event was hosted in the month of October, our 

service project focused on Breast Cancer Awareness. Our 

very own Dr. Bonnie Word provided us with some very 

valuable information in regards to what breast cancer is, 

identifying risk factors for breast cancer, and the steps we 

can take to reduce our risk. Additionally, an icebreaker that 

was conducted by the Sorors of the Omicron Gamma 

Chapter was NFL Matchup. This consisted of Sorors 

matching pictures of NFL team mascots to their NFL team 

name. The second icebreaker was conducted by the Sorors of 

the Epsilon Lambda Chapter. This icebreaker consisted of 

various Alpha Kappa Alpha service oriented history 

questions. The top two teams who answered the most 

questions correctly competed in a second game against each 

other for first place. The first place team was determined by 

which team answered the most questions correctly during 

the “How Well Do You Know Football” game. Our final 

activity of the day was the Swap Shop lead by Alpha Kappa 

Omega Sorors. Sorors brought paraphernalia items that they 

wanted to swap. Every Soror who brought something to 

swap received a raffle ticket for every item she bought. 

Sorors turned in their raffle ticket to receive an item that 

they liked.  

 

 

 

Alpha Kappa Omega Sorors brought enough items to the 

Swap Shop to gift the undergraduate sorors from Epsilon 

Lambda and Omicron Gamma.  

Our South Central Regional 

Connection Committee Chairman, 

Soror Kim Topps did a brief 

announcement reminding Sorors to 

“Be the Voice” and Go Vote, early or 

on Election Day.   Soror Kim also had 

sorors fill out commitment cards in 

regards to how many people they said they would take to 

the polls. Soror Kim did a raffle for a “Don’t Boo, Vote” t-

shirt based off of the commitment cards that were turned in. 

Evaluations were given to each soror in attendance with a 

total of 103 completed.  The results of the evaluation are as 

follows: 37% of Sorors said this event was excellent, 45% of 

Sorors said this event was good, 12% said this event was 

satisfactory, 4% said this event was fair, and 2% of Sorors 

said this event needed improvement. Moreover, we stayed 

within the allotted budget of $1,000 as allocated by Alpha 

Kappa Omega with Epsilon Lambda contributing $150 and 

Omicron Gamma’s contribution of $83.       

We are tickled pink to report that the Fall 2016 Joint Chapter 

Meeting was immensely enjoyed by the more than 200 

Sorors in attendance.  Likewise, we would like to extend a 

heart-felt thank you to Soror Faye Phillips and Soror Erica 

Smith for their unwaveringly assistance in planning this 

event as well as other Committee members from Alpha 

Kappa Omega, Epsilon Lambda and Omicron Gamma 

Chapters.  Way to go Sorors!     

 

Let the warmth of friendship take the chill from the air and 
the spirit of the season make winter easier to bear! 
Season’s Greetings Sorors! This year, the Entertainment 

Committee will host a Pink and Green Wonderland – Holiday 

Social, to be held on Saturday, December 17, 2016 from 7pm 

– 11pm at Hermann Park Golf Course, 2155 North 

MacGregor, Houston, TX 77030. Oh what FUN we’ll have as 

we celebrate the night away! You will have the opportunity 

to savor fine wine, food, and desserts, while dancing to a 

live DJ spinning old school classics and the latest hits.  
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And throughout the evening, guests will have the chance to 

win one of several fabulous door prizes. So put on your 

holiday best and come out to mix, mingle, and be merry with 

our Sorors of Alpha Kappa Sorority, Inc. and guests! Tickets 

are only $30, so purchase yours today, don’t delay! Tickets 

can be purchased via Eventbrite on the chapter’s website. 

Spread the cheer and see you there! 

-We welcome you to bring an unwrapped toy to donate to a 

child in need.

Naturalization Ceremonies - Volunteers Needed - 11/16 

and 12/14 

Time:  9:30 am till about 11:30 am at latest 

M. O. Campbell Education Center, 1865 Aldine Bender 

   Attire:  Pink and Green Business  
 

Save the Date - AKA Day at the Capitol 2017 - 2/27/2017 

Please contact Kim Topps, Connection Chairman 

at KTopps@yahoo.com or Karen Allen, Connection Co-

Chairman at Kallen.17@att.net to volunteer or if you have 

questions about upcoming events.

On World Food Day, Sorors provided blessings to students 

who participated in the backpack program at Blackshear 

Elementary. For AKA Community Impact Day, the chapter 

partnered with Blessings in a Backpack, Bayou City Chapter 

and packed 550 food packs for at-risk children. On Sunday, 

October 16, 2016, 18 Sorors (two from Omicron Gamma) and 

9 children packed all of the bags in two hours. On Thursday, 

October 20, 2016, Sorors delivered the bags to Holy Spirit 

Episcopal Church, home of Blessings in a backpack so that 

the students would have food for the weekend.  

 

 

One in four southeast Texas children are at-risk of hunger, 

which means they don’t have consistent access to enough 

nutritious food. During breaks, such as weekends and 

holidays, many of these children go home to little or no 

meals. Programs such as Blessings in a Backpack work to fill 

that gap by providing nutritious, child-friendly food for 

school children to take home over the weekend. Each bag 

which consisted of seven food items including, tuna, 

peaches, cereal, etc., costs approximately $2.63. The chapter 

made a $300.00 donation to Blessings in a Backpack to 

purchase the fruit and Ritz-Bitz crackers. 

The Housing Committee held two 

planning meetings to prepare for 

conducting Town Hall meetings to 

provide all sorors with detailed 

housing data and to determine the 

wishes of the chapter.  Six Housing sub

-committees (Fund Development, 

Property Research & Recommendations, Marketing/

Communications, Dues & Assessment, Best Practices and 

Policies & Procedures) have been working during the year to 

gather information and developing plans to identify the pros 

and cons of property ownership.  

The Housing Committee held three (3) Town Hall meetings 

during the month of October on the 11th, 18th and 27th at the 

Blue Triangle Center, 3005 McGowen Street, Houston, TX 

77004, which was gracious provided by Soror Charlotte 

Bryant.  Thank you to Soror Lucy Bremond who did an 

excellent job as facilitator for the planning of the  Town Hall 

meetings. An invitation was extended to the entire 

membership of Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter to 

participate.  Unfortunately, less than one-hundred (100) 

sorors were able to take advantage of the opportunity to 

voice their aspirations, opinions, and suggestions or to voice 

their issues, challenges, and concerns.  Fortunately, almost 

all of the participants indicated a strong desire to secure a 

“Place of Our Own” to hold chapter meetings, accommodate 

current programming and membership growth. Participants 

also strongly supported the proposed funding strategy and 

encouraged the Housing Committee to continue its efforts to 

realize our vision of “In three years, through defined strategies 

and informed decisions, the Housing Committee seeks to purchase 

property for Alpha Kappa Omega that will help broaden our reach 

in the community and solidify our footprint in the Houston 

metropolitan area.”   
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We ask all sorors who have been unable to attend a Town 

Hall meeting to please consider sharing your opinion via 

email. The extent to which the Housing Committee can be 

successful and move forward will be determined by every 

member of the Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter.  Your input is 

still requested, valuable and needed.  All email comments 

and inquires received will be addressed and presented in a Q 

& A brochure. 

The final Town Hall meeting will be scheduled in 

November.  Please submit your suggestions, questions or 

concerns via email to: akomegahousing@gmail.com or 

contact Sorors Elnora Flewellen (ejfew@yahoo.com (713) 772-

7351 or Lucy Bremond (lbremond@aol.com (832) 654-0041.    

Thank you very much to all sorors who have participated 
and can envision “A Place of Our Own” before another 88 
years.  The question we must answer now is do we continue 
the status quo or “Do we want our “own” facility?”  
 

 

“On United Nations Day, we reflect on the progress we have 

made in the time since, resolve to carry this progress 

forward, and reaffirm our commitment to international 

cooperation rooted in the rights and responsibilities of 

nations across the globe.”  Members of Alpha Kappa Omega 

and Omicron Gamma, along with students from Woodson K

-8 Academy, YES Prep and ASCEND turned out Saturday, 

October 22, 2016 at Woodson to celebrate the 71st 

Anniversary of the signing of the United Nations Charter.   

In honor of United Nations Day, this year’s celebration 

“Global Perspective on Health” featured Chriseda K. Colucci

-Reuben, MSN, DrPH of the Houston Chapter of Amigos de 

las Americas as the keynote speaker.    

 

 

 

 

Amigos’ volunteers lead and 

design projects related to public 

health, children’s rights, and 

environmental sustainability.   Ms. 

Reuben’s speech addressed global 

health issues and the need for 

individuals to commit to making 

the world a healthier place.  In 

keeping with the theme of global 

health, students participated in a Mock General Assembly of 

the World Health Organization.   

While role playing as delegates of the United States of 

America, Zambia, Brazil, Switzerland, China and the United 

Kingdom, students debated the topic “Zombie Pandemic” 

and prepared resolutions for their designated country.   The 

Most Distinguished Delegate, Global Impact and 

Outstanding Delegation awards were presented.  

Throughout the day, there were games, prizes and dance 

performances by the Carter Dance Company.   Fashion 

played an integral part in the celebration, as sorority 

members and guests were beautifully arrayed in ethnic attire 

reflecting the international community.  Topping the fashion 

parade off, were the members of the Carter Dance Company 

in US Flag dance costumes.  The undergraduates of Omicron 

Gamma provided support in presenting the games and 

working with the students during the Mock General 

Assembly. 

“Global Perspectives on Health” was a culmination of 

months of planning by Alpha Kappa Omega’s Target V 

Global Impact Committee, Chairman, Christie Newsome 

and Co-Chairman, Laureen Wimbley and its committee 

members.  Target V Global Impact executes initiatives and 

programs that focus on Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,  

On Saturday, October 29, 2016, the AKA 1908 Playground 

Project committee spent many hours restoring, refreshing 

and renewing the school 

playground at James H. Law 

Elementary School.   

 

 

 

Page  7 In Memory of Soror Jewel McFarlin Thomas   

 NOVEMBER 2016  

 
Page  7 

mailto:AKOmegaHousing@gmail.com
mailto:ejfew@yahoo.com
mailto:lbremond@aol.com


 

Twenty motivated and creative Sorors worked tirelessly, 

painting this outdoor classroom area and planted mulch 

around the park area.  This classroom includes a 

performance stage which provides students and faculty a 

very colorful zone for hours of instruction and 

entertainment. As the students arrived early Monday 

morning, they were pleasantly over-whelmed with this 

refreshed area. 

South Central Regional Conference 2017  
(Shreveport, LA) 

March 16, 2017 - March 19, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Leadership Seminar  

(Las Vegas, NV) 

July 13, 2017 - July 16, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

110th Anniversary Commemoration (Washington, D.C.)  
 

The IEACF will hold its November meeting immediately 
after the sorority meeting. 

Chapter Programs & Committees 
Soror Karen Aubrey, Anti-Basileus 

kjaubrey1908@gmail.com  

832-444-5611 

 

Change of Address, E-mail or not Receiving “The Jewel”  

Soror Staci Taylor Fullmighter, Epistoleus  

Staci_fullmigfhter@yahoo.com  

713-471-4706  

 

Dues, Reactivation, Transfers, Golden/Silver/Life Members  

Soror Erica Moore, Pencunious Grammateus  

erica.moores@gmail.com 

832-277-5016 

 

Tickets/Invitations to Chapter Events 

Soror Holly Harris, Ticketron Committee Chairman  

h_cherry@yahoo.com  

832-689-5594 

 

Death of a Soror or someone on a Soror’s immediate family 

and/or information to be published in “The Jewel”  

Soror LaDonna Harris, Basileus 

president@alphakappaomega.com 

281-633-9633 

 

Courtesies 

Soror Thedrial Jackson, Hodegos 

thedrial.jackson@comcast.net  

713-449-9957 

 

Minutes of Chapter Meeting  

Soror Cherise Story, Grammateus  

kes691@aol.com  

281-496-5560  
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November 2016  

Alpha Kappa Omega and Omicron Gamma Chapters participate in Childhood Hunger Impact Day 


