
 

Meeting Minutes  June 20, 2015 
 
The Basileus, Soror LaDonna Harris, called the June 20, 2015 regular meeting of the Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated to order at 11:00 a.m. at The Power Center, 12401 South Post Oak Road, 
Houston, TX 77045.  The meeting was attended by 318 sorors. 
 

Approval of Agenda:  Soror Harris presented the meeting agenda with the revision that Soror Lillian Bourgeois will 
introduce the Hostess Committee.   The revised agenda was adopted without objection. 
 

Adoption of Rules:  Soror Lucy Anderson presented the special rules of order adopted in December 2005 governing all 
chapter meetings. 
 

Meditation/Prayer:  Soror Melba Henry provided a meditation honoring the families of those murdered in Charleston, 
South Carolina, acknowledging the burden that comes with privilege, and then led the membership in prayer. 
 

Update on “Challenged” and “Bereaved” Sorors:  Soror Harris reported on “challenged” and “bereaved” sorors and 
asked the body to continue praying for them and their families.  Soror Gwendolyn Samples became an Ivy Beyond the 
Wall.  An Ivy Beyond the Wall Ceremony will be held on Saturday, June 27, 2015, at 1:00 p.m., at Jones Memorial United 
Methodist Church.  Soror Tywanna Glapion lost her mother.  Soror Silena Morris, Soror Mary Butler and the husband of 
Soror Gwendolyn Brinkley continue to experience health challenges.  The return of Soror Theresa Bolden to the chapter 
meeting was acknowledged.  Soror Amber Campbell, the daughter of Soror Sandra Campbell, continues to need our 
prayers. 
 

Introduction of the Hostess Committee:  Soror Lillian Bourgeois recognized the June Hostess Committee.  She 
thanked sorors for donating backpacks and school supplies for the June service project.  
 

NCAA Volunteer Presentation:  Risa Hall, Senior Director of Community Relations for the NCAA 2016 Men’s Final Four 
host committee, provided information on volunteer opportunities.  She was accompanied by Alexandria Price, volunteer 
manager.  The NCAA Final Four will be held in Houston, Texas, in April 2016, and the Super Bowl will be held in 2017.  
Today’s thrust was a volunteer opportunity, in conjunction with the Houston Independent School District, to assist in the 
assembly and distribution of over 6,000 backpacks filled with school supplies for underprivileged third graders.  The 
project will occur over a three to four day period in July.  Approximately 120 volunteers of all ages are needed.  The 
organization will return later for volunteers to serve as ambassadors. 
 

Introduction of Visiting Sorors:  Soror Thedrial Jackson recognized and welcomed the chapter’s Extraordinary Pearls, 
and all visiting, transferring, and reactivating sorors in attendance.  Soror Autumn Kyles, Second Supreme Anti-Basileus, 
was a very special guest in attendance. 
 

Approval of Minutes:  Soror Cherise Story reported that minutes of the May 16, 2015 chapter meeting were previously 
distributed.  No corrections were received.  Soror Harris indicated that the minutes were approved as distributed.  
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 

Correspondence:  Soror Christyn Thidobeaux presented the Correspondence report, which included the receipt of cards 
from Soror Maurie Carpenter and Soror Mary Butler expressing gratitude for the chapter’s support.  A card was read from 
Soror Elnora Flewellen thanking the chapter for votes which resulted in her winning a Think HBCU Leadership Award, at 
the 2015 regional conference.  The chapter is invited to attend the 2015 Living Legends Luncheon that will be held at 
11:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 26, 2015, at The Power Center.  Soror Elaine Adams, Soror Lilly Allen and Soror 
Bonita Davis will be honored at the luncheon.  
 

President’s Report:  Soror Harris reported that over 80 sorors have reactivated or transferred since the beginning of the 
year.  They were asked to stand as the chapter welcomed them again, and committee chairmen were encouraged to 
invite them to participate in committee meetings and activities.  Soror Harris reminded the membership that business attire 
is required for chapter meetings and read what constitutes business attire from the Protocol manual.  Chapter t-shirts are 
available for purchase and cost $25.  Contact Soror Lisa Brooks for ordering information.  The chapter directory is also 
available and can be picked-up at tables set-up in the rear of the room.  Financial cards, sorority Constitution and Bylaws, 
and the Manual of Standard Procedure are available at the finance table.   

http://www.alphakappaomega.com/aka/HOME/tabid/216/Default.aspx
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Soror Lucy Anderson was recognized as “Soror of the Month” for her qualities as a quiet giant, who is always available to 
answer questions, provide insight regarding our documents, and provide invaluable guidance. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Soror Karrah Demaris, Tamiouchos, presented the following reports for the period ending May 31, 
2015: Comparison of Budget to Actual; Statement of Financial Position; Monthly Bank Reconciliation; and Outstanding 
Checks. 

 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

Chapter Operations  $ 93,134.43 Savings  $ 19,143.06 

Grants and Self-Sustaining     $ 115,255.64 Other Receivables $ 1,000.00 

Housing  $ 76,130.19 TOTAL ASSETS  $ 304,663.32 
 

Finance Committee Report:  Soror Karrah Demaris reported that the Finance Committee met on June 14, 2015. to 
discuss providing support to Omicron Gamma for the Basileus and Graduate Advisor to attend the Undergraduate Summit 
as requested by the Supreme Basileus.  The summit will be held in Charlotte, North Carolina on August 21st and 22nd.  
This is a non-budgeted item for 2015.  A motion was made to accept the Finance Committee’s recommendation allocating 
$1,500 to send representatives to the Undergraduate Summit as mandated by the Supreme Basileus with funds coming 
from contingency.  The motion passed.   
 

Financial Secretary’s Report:  Soror Felecia Ransfer, Pecunious Grammateus, presented the June 2015 Pecunious 
Grammateus Financial Report.  Funds in the amount of $43,387.31 were collected in May 2015 resulting in a year-to-date 
total received of $203,639.92. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Executive Committee:  Soror Sheri Cole presented the report of the Executive Committee, which met at The Power 
Center, on June 17, 2015, at 6:30 p.m. with 31 Executive Committee and Committee Chairmen present.  The Executive 
Committee made the following recommendations to the chapter and motions were made on each individually:  1) Support 
the Blue Triangle Multi-Cultural Association by purchasing a $150 full page ad in the 2015 Living Legends booklet.  – 
Motion Carried.  2)  Support Sorors of the Pearls of Arabia, an official interest group, by purchasing a $150 half page ad 
for its commemorative chapter chartering booklet. – Motion Carried. 
 

ASCEND
SM

:
 
  Soror Karen Aubrey reported on the ASCEND

SM
 session held on June 13, 2015 at University of Houston 

Cullen School of Engineering.  A workshop was held on identity theft, the last installment of the UN Model was presented, 
and an overview of STEM activities was presented.  Soror Sharone Henry, Basileus of Omicron Gamma chapter, 
participated in the UN Model segment.  Soror Autumn Kyles, Second Supreme Anti-Basileus, was keynote speaker for the 
ASCEND

SM
 Cycle 1 Graduation Ceremony.  The Committee is recruiting students for Cycle 2.  The target for a large 

chapter is 20 students. Recruitment information can be obtained from Soror Karen Allen and a chapter eBlast will be sent 
with registration packet information.   
 

AKA One Million Backpacks Committee:  Soror Bonita Morgan reported that the AKA One Million Backpacks 
Committee will partner with Capital One Bank to stuff and distribute 125 backpacks to students at Reynolds Elementary 
School on July 1, 2015.  Ten volunteers are needed for the effort.  Contact Soror Morgan or Co-Chairman Soror Terrie 
Tillman.  Soror Lucy Bremond received a special thank you for arranging a partnership with the NCAA Final Four local 
organizing committee to stuff 6,800 backpacks, valued at $90,000.  From July 27, 2015 to July 30, 2015, 120 volunteers 
are needed daily at the HISD warehouse between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.  The Chapter was given 4,000 
school supply kits, valued at $19,000, from NRG/Reliant to distribute to students in the Houston area.  The Committee 
recommendation to purchase 350 backpacks to send to the Leadership Conference in Chicago, costing a total of 
$1,631.00, at $4.66 per backpack, with funds taken from the license plate fund was read as a motion by Soror Harris.  The 
motion passed.  Soror Lucy Bremond reported a partnership with Kroger to distribute 12 pallets of backpacks and 
supplies.  Information will be distributed via eBlast with the distribution logistics and to request volunteers. 
 

AKA 1908 Playground Committee:  Soror Thearodesia Williams reported that on May 30, 2015, the AKA 1908 
Playground Committee launched Playground Mobilization Day at Woodson K-8 Academy.  Phase one was completed with 
activities such as weeding flower beds, planting flowers, and mulching trees.  Phase two will be conducted in collaboration 
with the Houston Spark Park team that will replace all playground equipment at Woodson Academy.  The Committee will 
be responsible for refreshing trash can receptacles and park benches in the fall of 2015. 
 

Chapter Cluster:  Soror Revona Gatlin-Davis reported that cluster group leaders discussed plans for the year and 
emphasized that clusters should meet two to three times per year.  Sorors were encouraged to sign-up for a cluster group 
at the cluster fair held today, or by contacting the cluster group leader.  A summary of clusters and coordinators is 
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included in the Committee report.  Soror Gatlin asked anyone interested in coordinating the third book club to contact her 
at akaree@hotmail.com.  Committee recommendations are enumerated below.  Soror Harris asked the chapter to accept 
the recommendations as a group, and announced that they were accepted. 

1. To change the names of some of the clusters to make it more appealing to join and to alleviate confusion of the 
Chapter’s Senior Citizen Committee. 
a. Senior Citizens Cluster to Seasoned Sorors 
b. Golf Cluster to Pink Panthers Golf Cluster 
c. Dinner Cluster to Bon Appetite Dinner Cluster 
d. Scrapbook Cluster to Fun and Savvy Scrapbookers 

2. To form a third book club cluster. 
 

Debutante Committee:  Soror Staci Taylor-Fullmighter reminded sorors that the debutante ball will be held on Sunday, 
July 12, 2015, at the Wortham Center.  Tickets are available today, and can be purchased via PayPal.  Scholarships were 
awarded at the Parent Reception based on fund raising efforts.  Scholarship winners are:  Miss Cotillion – Kaela McFolling 
and Taylor Mitchell, 1st Runner Up – Keturah Crease, and 2nd Runner Up – Christine Gooden.  Details of debutante 
events and community service activities are included in the Committee report. 
 

Family Strengthening - Childhood Hunger:  Soror Clara Cooper reported that the Committee met to plan its calendar 
for the remainder of 2015 and for a portion of 2016, and to align the Committee’s calendar with the national calendar.  
Activities range from a spectacular “foodraiser” for a relief agency, to participating in a national hunger walk later in the 
year.  The Committee is investigating partnerships with HISD schools in communities where students receive a high 
percentage of free or reduced lunches, and with social service agencies and pantries that support those communities.  
The Committee is interested in the chapter adopting one or two families for the duration of the initiative.  On June 29, 
2015, 25 to 29 volunteers are needed to pack family boxes at the Houston Food Bank from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
Contact Soror Clara Cooper at 713-591-6800 or send her an email. 
 

Fiscal Responsibility Committee:  Soror Erica Moore indicated the purpose of the Fiscal Responsibility Committee is to 
partner with other organizations to increase the understanding of budgeting, basic financial planning and the benefits of 
home ownership.  June is home ownership month and the Committee has set-up a table in the room.  Soror Marie Stovall, 
a realtor, will answer home ownership questions, Soror Mary Rousseve will address questions regarding flood insurance, 
and Soror Karen Johnson, from the Harris County Appraisal District, will address question regarding property taxes.  A 
free home ownership seminar, in partnership with Well Fargo, will be held on June 27, 2015. 
 

Entertainment Committee:  Soror Nedra Washington reported that the Committee discussed options to visit a winery in 
October.  The Alpha Kappa Omega Kemah dinner cruise, spearheaded by Soror Ardyth Guyer, is scheduled for August.  
Details will be distributed via email and the phone tree.  The Committee made a recommendation that Alpha Kappa 
Omega Chapter host Casino Night at the Gathering on December 12, 2015, at a cost of $50 per person, and secure the 
deposit of $1,500 to be reimbursed.  Soror Harris presented recommendation as a motion, and indicated that it is a self-
sustaining event.  The motion passed.  Tickets may be purchased today at the Ticketron table.   
 

Health Committee:  Soror Creaque Charles provided details for The Longest Day® activities on June 21, 2015.  Activities 
will start at 8:00 a.m. with community outreach, followed by an afternoon of activities, and a viewing of the movie “Still 
Alice”.  The crafting portion of activities has been completed.  Refer to the committee report for a schedule and details of 
activities.  Support was solicited from the Alzheimer’s Association, AARP, the Fifth Ward Church of Christ, and TSU 
College of Pharmacy to provide items for gift bags.  To obtain an accurate attendance count for the movie viewing, please 
stop by the Health Committee table, notify Soror Charles, or notify Soror Margie Taylor.  CPR training is scheduled for 
September 26, 2015.  Sorors can sign-up at the Health Committee table and see Soror Angela Wright.  Health Committee 
t-shirts previously purchased may be picked-up at the table. 
 

HBCU Committee: Soror Monica Baynard reported that $190.00 was collected for Florida A&M University in the month of 
May.  In June, the chapter will “Effect Change” for Southern University as the HBCU of the Month.  The HBCU Forum is 
scheduled for a Saturday in Sept.  Sorors were asked to stop by the HBCU table and sign-up to participate or to ensure 
that their schools are represented.  Volunteers were requested to assist with planning the HBCU forum, and a HBCU bus 
tour scheduled for October 2015.  Soror Baynard introduced the Alpha Kappa Omega G.E.M.s program to Give Extra 
Money to HBCUs.  G.E.M.s will make a one-time donation covering six schools the chapter will support for the remainder 
of the year. The giving levels are Diamond - $144 ($24/HBCU), Emerald - $96 ($16/HBCU), and Pink Topaz - $48 
($8/HBCU).  The pecunious grammateus is accepting donations today. 
 

Housing Committee:  Soror Elnora Flewellen reported that the Committee currently consists of 43 members and has met 
on four occasions.  As of January 31, 2015, the chapter had $76,127.75 in the housing account, and $5 per soror is added 
to the account from dues paid each year.  Sorors were asked to complete a condensed version of the housing survey 
containing five questions so that the Committee could ascertain whether it should move forward or go dormant.  The 

mailto:akaree@hotmail.com
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results will be counted and reported at the end of the meeting, if time permits, or at the September chapter meeting.  A 
synopsis of all Committee meetings is provided in the Committee report. 
 

Lifelong Learning Committee:  Soror Laura Allen reported that the lifelong learning program ran from June 8, 2015 
through June 11, 2015, at Woodson K-8 Academy.  The theme was “Literacy for Life - Choices, Character, College and 
Careers.  Between 45 and 55 first through third grade students participated daily.  Soror Lucy Bremond was thanked for 
obtaining a grant to fund the program from Capital One.  The HISD Bookmobile came to the site and students were 
allowed to check out a book.  Students also toured Texas Southern University.  Refer to the committee report for more 
details. 
 

Membership Committee:  Soror Mary Smith Johnson reported that the Membership and Reactivation committees hosted 
a successful Mentor-Mentee Mixer at the House of Finesse, on May 29, 2015.  Soror Johnson also provided clarification 
regarding the membership intake process (MIP).  Specifically addressed was Article VIII, Section 2 of the chapter bylaws, 
adopted in January 2010, referencing requirements for active membership to sponsor a candidate.  The process started 
on April 1, 2015, when paperwork was submitted by Soror Johnson to the Regional Director’s office.  The period used to 
declare soror sponsorship eligibility was January 2013 to March 2015.  Sponsor/Co-Sponsor Membership 
Recommendation Forms, co-sponsor recommendation letters, and Graduate Legacy Applications are due to the 
Grammateus today.  The candidate informational session is scheduled for September 9, 2015.  All candidates, sponsors 
and co-sponsors must attend the session or the candidate will be ineligible to participate in the MIP.  Soror Harris 
expanded on the MIP timeline as follows: 

09/10/15 Membership Chairman mails MIP package to the corporate office 
10/09/15 Epistoleus notifies chapter of voting date electronically, via mail, and via phone tree  
10/17/15 Voting on Prospective Candidates (sole purpose of the meeting) 
10/19/15 Membership Chairman mails letters of acceptance and letters of regret to applicants and sponsors 
10/27/15 Pecunious Grammateus collects MIP fees from approved prospective candidates 
10/28/15 Chapter orders MIP documents from corporate office, and Membership Committee purchases items for 

rituals and prepares materials for candidates 
11/01/15 Membership Chairman requests names of active guest sorors for mailing invitations to the Final 

Commitment Ceremony 
 

MIP Weekends: 
 11/06/15 – 11/08/15 
 11/13/15 – 11/15/15 
 12/04/15 – 12/06/15 

 

The chapter retreat will be held on August 8, 2015, at the Sugar Creek Country Club from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., and 
tickets are $40.  Soror Marsha Penn, Soror Arlene Shelby Carter, and Soror Willie Mae Evans gave a presentation 
motivating sorors to register for the retreat, highlighting gifts and requesting donations for additional gifts. 
 

Nominating Committee:  Soror Lillian Bourgeois announced that the Committee is accepting nominations for 2016 officer 
positions.  All positions open for 2016 officers, and the names of Nominating Committee members are detailed in the 
Committee report.  Sorors should contact any member of the Committee to submit names of sorors qualified for open 
positions.   
 

Sisterly Relations Committee:  Soror Vickie Windham reported formation of a transportation subcommittee to develop a 
plan for Golden and seasoned sorors to attend various chapter events.  Soror Jeanie Jones will serve as chairman of the 
subcommittee.  A personal safety awareness seminar was conducted for National Safety Awareness Month at 9:15 a.m., 
prior to today’s chapter meeting, by Mike Mitchell, a handgun instructor.  On Tuesday, June 23, 2015, National Pink Day, 
sorors are asked to wear pink, take a picture, and post it on the chapter’s Facebook page.  An outing is planned for the 
Texas Southern University vs. Prairie View A&M Labor Day Classic on September 9, 2015, at BBVA Compass Stadium.  
Ticket cost and other game day details will be disseminated via eBlast and phone tree.  The winner of the quarterly Pearls 
of Sisterhood Award is Soror Andrea Ross-Branch. 
 

Graduate Advisor Report:  Soror Faye Phillips presented the Omicron Gamma Report which included an update of 
chapter events. Sorors volunteered at the Barbara Jordan Inaugural Gold Medallion Ceremony, and at the ASCEND

SM
 

graduation ceremony where Second Supreme Anti-Basileus Autumn Kyles was the guest speaker.  Soror Sharone Henry, 
Omicron Gamma Chapter Basileus, was a presenter at the IEACF scholarship workshop.  Soror Katie Howell and Soror 
Dominique Munerlyn graduated.  In July and August, chapter representatives and the graduate advisor will attend the 
Leadership Conference, Undergraduate Summit and South Central Region Undergraduate Round-up. 
 

Bridging Ceremony:  Soror Mary Smith Johnson conducted the bridging ceremony.  Soror Katie Howell made the 
transition and was escorted by Soror Faye Phillips.  Soror Howell was formally greeted by the chapter’s distinguished 
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sorors.  Soror Dominique Munerlyn was acknowledged as transitioning, but was unable to attend the meeting and 
participate in the ceremony.  
 

Unfinished Business:  Soror Shirlette Milton provided answers to the Alzheimer’s Post Assessment as required by the 
international office in conjunction with The Longest Day® activities. 
 

New Business:  None 
 

Announcements:  None 
 
Birthday Recognitions:  Sorors celebrating birthdays in June and July were recognized and the chapter sang happy 
birthday. 
 

Sorority Hymn & Pledge:  The sorority hymn, led by Soror Clarice Gatlin and accompanied by Soror Fennoyee Thomas, 
was followed by reciting the pledge. 
 

Adjournment: Soror Harris adjourned the meeting at 1:09 p.m. 
 
 
 

Submitted By: 
 

      
 
 
 
 
Please contact Soror Cherise Story, via email at kes691@aol.com by September 16, 2015, with any suggested 
corrections. 

J. Cherise Cade Story 
2015 Grammateus 

LaDonna H. Harris  
2015 Basileus 


