
Volume VII ∙ Number VIJune 2015 2015
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

BASILEUS
LaDonna Harris

ANTI-BASILEUS
Karen Aubrey

GRAMMATEUS
Cherise Story

ANTI-GRAMMATEUS

Sheri Cole

EPISTOLEUS
Christyn A. Thibodeaux

TAMIOUCHOS
Karrah Demaris

PECUNIOUS GRAMMATEUS
Felécia Ransfer

ANTI-PECUNIOUS GRAMMATEUS
Donna Miles

PHILACTER
Michalyn Demaris-Porter

HODEGOS

Thedrial Jackson

REPORTER TO THE IVY LEAF
Yolanda Murdock-Wiltz

HISTORIAN
Staci Taylor-Fullmighter

PARLIAMENTARIAN
Lucy Anderson

GRADUATE ADVISORS
Faye Phillips (ΟГ)

CHAPLAIN
Melba Henry

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
Lisa Brooks

Regina Carrington
Marianne Walker

p2      Message

p3      Chapter Announcements

p4      Chapter Programs 

Inside this edition 

Members of the Target III: Family Strengthening/Family Seasonal Wraps Program Committee with the 
May 2015 service project organization representatives from the Gulf Coast Community Services 

Association



Page 2

JUNE 2015

Greeting Sorors,

What an amazing first six months of 2015!! Our chapter has embraced the International Program and

Launched New Dimensions of Service with great enthusiasm and excitement. Alpha Kappa Omega has

been extremely busy. Our success is not only measured by the impact on the community we serve, but

also by the lives we touch along the way. We certainly could not have served anyone without the

support of our members. Thank you sorors for the long hours, the can-do-attitude and above all else, the

sisterhood and love you have shown throughout this past year.

Our focus, as we all know, is service. We must continue to be effective and give back to the communities

that support us. No matter how challenging or disappointing things may seem, we know that there are

many who are less fortunate. We should always use our gifts, which have been given from God, with

grace, love, and a spirit of true sisterhood and use them for the betterment of mankind.

Benjamin Franklin once said, “Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me and I

learn.” It is our chapter’s goal that everyone who wants to serve, has every opportunity to do so. There

is so much work to be done and we need every member involved; from the recent graduate, to the

transferred soror, to the soror who finds her locks are turning grey. WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!!!!

Every soror is a pearl and is VALUABLE to Alpha Kappa Omega.

As we begin to enjoy the summer months; remember to LIVE, LOVE, and LAUGH! Spend quality time

with your family and friends. I pray that you will have a safe, relaxing and enjoyable summer vacation.

Remember to attend the Membership Retreat in August and I am looking forward to a productive and

stimulating reminder of the year. Be safe and have a fun filled summer!

In Sisterhood and Love,

In Memory of  Soror Jewel McFarlin Thomas
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Chairman:  Rose Austin 
Co-Chairmen: Lillian Bourgeois 
Co-Chairmen: Renee Bourgeois
Committee: Abdool-Brew

Soror Sarah Mitchell

Please inform Soror Thedrial Jackson or the Basileus as 
you become aware of those who are ill or otherwise 

challenged.

Please continue to pray for all sorors and their 
families who are experiencing challenges:

• Soror Sandra Campbell, whose daughter Soror Amber
Campbell, is ill

• Soror Teresa Bolden is still in need of our prayers
• Please continue to pray for those who were affected by

the flood. Soror Beverlye Fontaine's and Soror Virgina
Speller’s homes were flooded

• Soror Tywanna Glapion, in the passing of her mother
• Soror Maurie Carpenter, who continues to recover

from surgery
• Soror Marla Angibeau, whose grandmother, Mrs.

Bernice Keeler Duncan, passed away
• Soror Silena Morris, who has been ill
• Soror Gwen Brinkley's husband Curtis, who has been

ill

• Soror Elnora Flewellen
• Soror Mary Butler

• Thank you to all chapter
members and the May 2015
Hostess Committee in support
of the May service project.

• Sorors are reminded to visit the chapter's website
and update their information (i.e. name change,
phone number, mailing and email address). In
order to receive the sorority meeting RSVP and
other important chapter information, email
addresses must be up-to-date.

• 2015 dues are $310 and $220 for Life Members. A
$9 late fee is assessed for dues received after
January 17, 2015. This late fee does not apply to
Life Members.

• Please remember to RSVP for Sorority Meetings!
Also, remember our Sorority meeting attire is
always business, unless otherwise specified.

• Visiting Sorors are allowed to attend only two (2)
AKW meetings per year. All sorors should dress
appropriately, in business attire, for sorority
meetings.

• The 2015 Chapter Directory will be available for
distribution at the June 2015 meeting. Please see
Soror Janice Warner.

• Those Sorors who purchased the AKA Health
Committee Walk t-shirt are asked to pick them up
at the Health Committee table at the June Sorority
meeting.

• The Constitution and Bylaws and the Manual of
Standard Procedure are also available. Please see
the Finance Committee at Sorority meeting.

• Soror Barbara Hayes, who was recently chosen by
the faculty of the Purdue College of Pharmacy for
the 2015 Distinguished Alumni Award. This
award is in recognition of outstanding
achievements in professional and scientific
endeavors.

• Soror Carolyn Evans-Shabazz, who was recently
appointed as the Houston Community College
Trustee for District IV.

In Memory of  Soror Jewel McFarlin Thomas
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Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter had a unique
opportunity to work first-hand with a practicing
architect and artist, Sherry Tseng Hill. Ms. Hill was
the featured artist at the Art Hub Gallery located on
the Houston Community College Northeast
Campus. ASCEND students had a chance to tour
Ms. Hill’s abstract art exhibition as well as learn
about the techniques she uses to create multi-
cultural masks from recycled materials. Students
and sorors received personalized attention and
feedback from the artist/architect regarding the
creative designs they constructed during the art
workshop conducted by Ms. Hill.

Born in Taiwan, Sherry Tseng Hill began her artistic
career at age seven, experimenting with calligraphy,
oil pastels and pencils. Tseng Hill now uses acrylics
and mixed media in her art work. A graduate of
Rice University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
architecture and art history and a Bachelor of
Architecture degree, Sherry Tseng Hill operates her
own full-service architectural firm in Houston.
About her intentions as an artist, Tseng Hill states,
“I hope to raise the level of observation in the
viewer and help reframe the lens through which the
viewer sees this modern, technological world.”

ASCEND Program Students get 
Creative during Art Workshop 

at Gallery 

On Saturday, May 23, 2015, the
ASCEND program students of the

Thank you for your willingness to serve and
implement the International Connection
Committee’s 24-month advocacy, social justice and
voter awareness-focused Connection Program,
which encourages sorors and chapters to “Take
A.C.T.I.O.N.” A.C.T.I.O.N. stands for Advocate,
Communicate, Train, Influence, Organize and
Network.

If you are a current member of the NAACP, please
inform Soror Kim Topps. The Connection
Committee would like to track how many of our
members are NAACP members. The goal is 100
New Alpha Kappa Omega members to become
members of the NAACP. We need 64 members to
join the NAACP this year! Thank you to the
members who joined the NAACP!!
Thank you to the following sorors who contacted
Senator Mitch McConnell, Senator Majority Leader,
or their own senator to request that Congress put on
the agenda and vote for the confirmation of Loretta
Lynch for Attorney General:

Christina Allen Crowder
Yvette Payne Allen
LaDonna Harris
Vada Kyle Homes

Kim Topps
Mary Williams
Vaneicia Williams
Angela Wright 

Tseng Hill brought art and creativity into sharper focus
for each of the ASCEND students and sorors who
attended this special, cultural arts fieldtrip.
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June 2015 is National Home Ownership Month
In 2002, President George W. Bush proclaimed June
as National Homeownership Month.

Alpha Kappa Omega continued to Launch New
Dimensions of Service by partnering with the Gulf
Coast Community Services Association, the largest
"Community Action Agency" in the state of Texas,
under the leadership of Chief Executive Officer and
our very own Dr. Jonita Reynolds! We helped a
multitude of families who are less fortunate be
prepared for the hot, humid summer months ahead
by providing them "Spring/Summer Seasonal
Wraps!" This was a joint effort by the 2015 Hostess
Committee and our Target III: Family
Strengthening/Family Seasonal Wraps Program.
Thank you to the May 2015 Hostess Committee led
by Chairman Soror Vickie Windham, Co-Chairmen
Soror Joyce Warner and Soror Tracy Warner and the
Target III: Family Strengthening/Family Seasonal
Wraps Program Committee led by Chairman Soror
Susan M. Bynam and Co-Chairman Soror Rhonda L.
Williams.

In observance of Older American’s Month in May,
the Senior Citizens Committee sponsored a
Resource Fair and made available to members
publications and related information with resources
to support caregivers and caregiving
responsibilities. The Resource Fair occurred prior to
the May Sorority Meeting and after the Business
Meeting. On June 4, 2015, Sorors joined the Senior
Citizens Committee for a Seasoned Soror’s
Luncheon. The event was held at the fabulous
Pappadeaux’s on Richmond with over 30 Sorors in
attendance. This event is surely one to be held
again as a good time was had by all in attendance.
Thank you to Sorors Charlene James, Sandria
Tolliver, Lillie Rollin, Mae Rose Smith and Davina
Horace for planning such a wonderful event.
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Below is an excerpt from his proclamation

“During National Homeownership Month, I encourage
all Americans to learn more about financial management
and to explore homeownership opportunities in their
communities. By taking this important step, individuals
and families help safeguard their financial futures and
contribute to the strength of our Nation.”

Source: http://georgewbush-
whitehouse.archives.gov/news/releases/2002/06/20020604-23.html?a=61080-
08e3a040c6a66ff80434e8056dfd207a

http://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/news/releases/2002/06/20020604-23.html?a=61080-08e3a040c6a66ff80434e8056dfd207a
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were encouraged to bring plastic gloves, garden tools
and trash bags to assist with the cleaning process.
During Phase II, Sorors will paint trash receptacles
and park benches.

Thus, the ultimate goal of all the Sorors, honey-dews 
and guests was to diligently work to ensure that the 
children and community around Woodson Academy 
would have a safe and inviting place to play during 
their summer break.

The purpose of the 1908 Playground Project is to
ensure that children have safe and inviting places to
play. Members of Alpha Kappa Omega joined the
1908 Playground Committee to restore, refresh and
renew playground areas in underserved
communities throughout the Houston area.
On Wednesday, May 6, 2015, the 1908 Playground
Committee, alongside the Acts of Green Committee,
partnered with the Houston Spark Park Program
and MacGregor-Palms Terrace Civic Club to
celebrate Phase I of the renovation project at
Hartsfield Elementary School Spark Park. The Spark
Park team unveiled “newly painted” park benches,
trash cans and picnic tables to enhance their
playground area. The 1908 Playground Committee
served students, teachers, parents, and volunteer’s
healthy snacks and water during this celebratory
event.
On Saturday, May 30, 2015, Alpha Kappa Omega
Chapter launched their 1908 Playground
Mobilization Day. The AKA 1908 Playground
committee and the Acts of Green committee
impacted the community around Woodson
Academy at 10720 Southview Street to revitalize
their playground area. The committees completed
Phase I of the playground project. Sorors spent
several hours weeding flower beds, planting
flowers, mulching trees, and removing
trash/rubbish from the playground area. Sorors

Each month, a Soror is recognized for making an
impact and going above and beyond the call of
duty. The Soror of the Month for May 2015 was
Soror Creaque Charles who is the Chairman of the
Health Committee. Soror Charles works tirelessly
to ensure the success of the Health Committee’s
initiatives.



Alpha Kappa Omega is fortunate to have over 80
Sorors who have reactivated or transferred this
year. (And we are only halfway through the year)
Please help us welcome them with open arms.
Invite them to a committee meeting, lunch or to sit
beside you at a chapter meeting. Let’s keep our
newly reactivated Sorors involved.
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On Friday May 29, 2015, over 30 sorors joined the
Membership and Reactivation Committees at the
beautiful House of Finesse for the first Membership
and Reactivation Mixer. The Committees decorated
the room in “Pink & Black,” served a southern
hospitality dinner, played relaxing soft music and
led the group in fun ice breakers. The committees
offered information to the group regarding keeping
in touch with the chapter. Reactivation brochures
were distributed, and the many newly reactivated
sorors had the opportunity to meet and talk with
seasoned mentors. The goal of the mixer was to
attempt to retain the newly reactivated and
recruited sorors. Sorors received valuable
information that will help them to navigate through
Alpha Kappa Omega chapter successfully.

The Membership and Reactivation Committees will
plan to host periodic mixers in the future to
promote the retention of sorors. All recently
reactivated and transferred sorors are urged to
contact mentors for support. Hats off to the
Membership and Reactivation Committee for a
great start!

Youry Amos
Joan Anderson
Tracy Aubrey
Gwendolyn Baylis
Janice Marie Beal-
Geyen
Autumn Bean
Davida Boling
Jennifer Marie 
Bourgeois
Korie Brown
Willie  Burgs
Diannetta
Chargois
Urica Chevis
LaTosha McGill 
Clayton
Linda Coleman
Elvie Coleman
Jessica Cooper
Amber Cotton
Certeria Crawford

Brittany Des 
Vignes
Tami Donatto
Alicia Duplechain
Menda Durand
Felecia Ellis
Linda Lee Estes
Diane Fallis
Renee Feldman
April Frazier
Kimberly Maura 
Gamble
Stephanie Evon
Green
Edna Greene
Marlowe Hall
Jacqulyn Henry
Julia Ann Holland
Christina Hunt
Sera Shannon 
Hunter
Beverly Jackson

Linda Ivory 
Johnson
Tamika Johnson
Syundai Johnson
Kristie Johnson
Monique Johnson
Jeanie Jordan 
Jones
Angela Joubert
Daniella Landers
Jacqueline  
Langford
Jordan Sanders 
Latham
Renee Elaine 
Lewis
Latosha Lewis-
Payne
Kimberlye
Littleton
Lori Love
Sherise Marshall

Daisy Belle Maura
Cambrea Renee 
Merriwether
Cynthia Mims
Vinola Nelson
Cynthia Phillips
Lucille Picaney
Courtney Prewitt
Josephine Rice
Jaeci Roberts
Lola Robinson
Cathy D Rushing

Sherry Ryals
Andrea Simon
Tramaine
Singleton
Umekei Smith
Lisa Smith-Parks
Stephanie  
Stafford-Cole
Vanessa Stanford
Andrea D. 
Thibodeaux
Nicole Walters

Myra Waltour
Cynthia  Scott 
Warrick
Karen Washington
Jamie Lyn Watson
Michele White
Courtney White
Sandra Williams
Vanessa Williams
Yevette Willis
LaShonda Willis
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In the most recent
communication from our
national office, we were
informed of the Alzheimer’s
Association nationwide
partnership with Alpha Kappa

Alpha Sorority, Inc. and to help raise awareness
about Alzheimer’s disease and increase
education, care and support resources in the
African-American community. This partnership
will engage both campus and alumni members of
AKA through local community outreach efforts
and participation in The Longest Day®, a
signature Alzheimer’s Association event.

What is The Longest Day®?
The Longest Day is a team event to raise
awareness for the Alzheimer's Association®. This
annual day consists of 16 hours of activity from
sunrise-to-sunset to raise awareness as well as
symbolize the challenging journey of those living
with the disease and their caregivers. Teams are
encouraged to create their own experience as they
fundraise and participate in an activity they love
to honor someone facing the disease.

With the challenge of The Longest Day being held
on Father’s Day this year, the Health Committee
has developed activities to support this health
promotion community impact day that will
encourage all to participate. Diverse activities
available in a recreation center will stimulate
participation by the sorority and the community.
This is key since the Alzheimer’s Association is
promoting physical activities and activities to
strengthen cognitive abilities for The Longest
Day® initiative.

The following information are the planned
activities for The Longest Day®, June 21, 2015.

Activity Time Hours Location

Crafting 

(Creating 

Gift/informati

onal bags)

5-9am 4 TSU College of 

Pharmacy and 

Health Sciences

Community 

Outreach 

(Distribution 

of 

gift/informatio

nal bags at the 

church)

8am-

1pm

5 Wheeler Avenue (4 

services)

Fifth Ward Church 

of Christ (2 

services)

Afternoon of 

activities: 

Bowling (6 

lanes), 

Billiards (2 

Tables),

Ping Pong (1 

Table), Video 

Games, and 

tables for Card 

/Board Games

12-

4pm

4 Texas Southern 

University

Recreation Room

"Still Alice" 

Movie award 

winning movie 

on Alzheimer's 

Disease

3-6pm 3 Home of Soror

Margie Taylor

12510 Donegal 

Way

Houston, TX 77047

Alzheimer’s Disease
Alzheimer’s disease, first identified in 1906 by Dr.
Alois Alzheimer, is an irreversible, progressive
brain disease that is the most common form of
dementia, accounting for 60-80% of cases. An
estimated 5 million Americans, 65 and older have
late-onset Alzheimer’s. Although the majority of
cases are in people 65 and older, less than 5% of
patients have early-onset Alzheimer’s which
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appears in someone in their 30-60s. The initiation of

the disease process is still unknown, but it develops

due to a series of complex events that occur in the

brain over time. The greatest risk factor is

increasing age. Studies have also suggested a

mixture of genetics as well as environmental and

lifestyle factors to be contributing to the cause of the

disease as well. It has been suggested that a healthy

diet, physical activity, mental stimulating endeavors

and social engagement aids in maintaining health as

people age.

African Americans and Alzheimer’s
African Americans are 2 times more likely to
develop late-onset Alzheimer’s disease than
Caucasians, less likely to be diagnosed and have a
greater familial risk. Data from studies suggest high
cholesterol and high blood pressure might be
significant risk factors. These vascular diseases are
disproportionately higher in African Americans.
Prognosis/Stages of Disease
Alzheimer’s range in disease severity from mild,
moderate to severe with early symptoms being
difficulty remembering newly learned information.
The mild stage consists of a worsening in memory
loss and a decrease in cognitive abilities such as
repeating questions and disorientation. The
moderate stage symptoms are an increase in
memory loss, confusion and they may experience
hallucinations, paranoia and the inability to
recognize family and friends. The severe stage
consists of complete dependence on another for care
due to difficulty of speaking, swallowing and
walking. People diagnosed with Alzheimer’s live
an average of 8 years after noticeable symptoms but
the life span can be 4-20 years based upon health
conditions and age of diagnosis.
What is the burden of Alzheimer’s disease in the
United States?
Alzheimer’s disease is
• One of the top 10 leading causes of death in the
United States.
• The 6th leading cause of death among US adults.
• The 5th leading cause of death among adults aged
65–85 years.
In 2013, an estimated 5 million Americans aged 65
years or older had Alzheimer’s disease. This

number may triple to as high as 13.8 million by
2050.
In 2010, the costs were projected to fall between
$159 and $215 billion. By 2040, these costs are
projected to jump to between $379 and more than
$500 billion annually.
Death rates for Alzheimer’s disease are increasing,
unlike heart disease and cancer death rates that are
on the decline. Dementia, including Alzheimer’s
disease has been shown to be underreported on
death certificates and therefore, the proportion of
older people who die from Alzheimer’s may be
considerably higher.
Treatment Alzheimer’s complexity makes it
unlikely to have one intervention, prevention, or
cure. The current approaches are helping people
maintain mental function, treating the behavioral
symptoms and investigating ways to delay the
symptoms or prevent it. To maintain mental
function several drugs are on the market for each
stage of Alzheimer’s and treatment of the
behavioral symptoms are with either drug or non-
drug methods. There are several clinical trials
investigating immunotherapies, physical activity,
cognitive training and the effect of cardiovascular
and diabetes treatment on
slowing/delaying/preventing the disease
progression.
The Longest Day®, our next Community Impact
Day will be June 21, 2015.
The Longest Day® is a team event to raise funds
and awareness for the Alzheimer's Association®.
This annual day consists of sixteen hours of activity
from sunrise-to-sunset to symbolize the challenging
journey of those living with the disease and their
caregivers. Sorors please join the Health Committee
by participating in our Longest Day® of activities to
help in raise awareness to Alzheimer’s within our
community.

More information regarding Alzheimer’s disease is available online at NIH 
National Institute on Aging, http://www.nia.nih.gov/alzheimers, 
Alzheimer’s Association website, www.alz.org and The Longest Day® at 
www.longestday.alz.org. 
*Sources: NIH National Institute on Aging Alzheimer’s Disease Fact Sheet 
http://www.nia.nih.gov/alzheimers/publication/alzheimers-disease-fact-
sheet; Alzheimer’s Association, What is Alzheimer’s  
http://www.alz.org/alzheimers_disease_what_is_alzheimers.asp; African 
American’s and Alzheimer’s Disease: The Silent Epidemic
https://www.alz.org/national/documents/report_africanamericanssilent
epidemic.pdf
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and your home from a break-in? If you answered
yes to any of these questions, you’re invited to join a
personal safety workshop, “Sisters Staying Safe—A
Conversation on Personal Safety and Protection” on
Saturday, June 20, 2015, from 9:15-10:15 a.m. at The
Power Center, prior to the June sorority meeting.
The class will be taught by a certified handgun
licensing instructor, who will cover various topics
including safeguarding yourself, your family, and
your home, self-defense techniques and tools, and
concealed handgun licensing and training. Firearms
will not be allowed, displayed, and/or handled
during the workshop. The event is free and open to
Alpha Kappa Omega sorors. If you’d like to attend,
please RSVP to Soror Vickie Windham at
windham10@hotmail.com by Friday, June 12, 2015.

Grandmothers, mothers, daughters, sisters, cousins,
aunts, and nieces were out in full force when the
Sisterly Relations Committee hosted the Chapter’s
2015 Legacy Parade. Soror Mattelia Grays, Alpha
Kappa Alpha’s 18th International President, and her
daughter, Soror Karen Grays, led the way as 50-plus
sorors filed into the Power Center’s ballroom. As
Soror Courtney Brown announced each family’s
name, parade participants had lots of fun when they
strolled in arm-in-arm and hand-in-hand to
celebrate their very special bond. They smiled,
happily waved for the camera, and excitedly
showed off their coordinating outfits. Each soror
was dressed beautifully, with many outfits ranging
from brightly colored pink and green attire to a chic,
high-fashion Breakfast at Tiffany’s look.
For various reasons, some of our chapter’s sorors
were unable to attend the celebration. Whether they
were working in another country or had become an
Ivy Beyond the Wall, those sorors were on the
minds of their loved ones and were not at all
forgotten. Their family members participated in the
parade and carried photos of the absent soror in her
honor. It was a beautiful tribute to those who
couldn’t be there. When the magic of the morning
came to an end, the legacy sorors stood side-by-side,
shoulder-to-shoulder and lovingly renewed their
commitment to each other and the sorority.
Sisterly Relations Committee Announcements:
Do you fear walking alone to your car while you’re
out shopping? Have you noticed a surge in crime in
your neighborhood lately? Would you like to learn
techniques that will help you better protect yourself

The HBCU target for the month
of June is Southern University.
Sorors are encouraged to

“Effect Change” and donate in
the change buckets at sorority
meeting to Southern University, or
go on-line and donate through the ‘08 campaign.
Sorors are also encouraged to send receipts and
other to hbcudonationsmade@gmail.com. Please
join your HBCU Alumni organizations by signing
up at the HBCU table during sorority meeting. Dues
can range from $35 to $100; for specific amounts
please visit the HBCU table. Please be on the
lookout for information in the coming months as the
Think HBCU Committee is in the planning stages of
an HBCU forum for students in September.

Florida Agricultural & Mechanical University was
the HBCU target for the month of May.

mailto:hbcudonationsmade@gmail.com


Chapter Programs & Committees:
Soror Karen Aubrey
(Anti-Basileus)
kjaubrey1908@gmail.com
832.444.5611

Change of Address, eMail or not Receiving 
“The Jewel”:
Soror Christyn A. Thibodeaux (Epistoleus)
Soror.Christyn.A.Thibodeaux@gmail.com
832.483.9570

Dues, Reactivation, Transfers,
Golden/Silver Star/Life 
Members:
Soror Felécia Ransfer
(Pecunious Grammateus)
fwransfer@sbcglobal.net
281.412.4329

Tickets/Invitations to Chapter Events:
Soror Holly Harris 
(Ticketron Committee Chairman)
h_cherry@yahoo.com
832.689.5594

Death of a Soror or someone in a Soror’s
immediate family and/or Information to be 
published in “The Jewel”:
Soror LaDonna Harris
(Basileus)
president@alphakappaomega.com
281.633.9633

Courtesies:
Soror Thedrial Jackson
Hodegos thedrial.jackson@comcast.net
713.449.9957 

Minutes of Chapter Meetings:
Soror Cherise Story
kes691@aol.com
281.496.5560

Information to be published in "The Jewel";
Soror LaDonna Harris, Basileus|
president@alphakappaomega.com
281.633.9633

Constitution, Manual of Standard Procedure 
and Chapter Bylaws:
Soror Lucy Anderson (Parliamentarian)
lucyhicks@aol.com
281.486.5555

Ivy Educational and Charitable Foundation 
of Houston, Inc.:
Soror LaDonna Harris
(President, Board of Directors)
Imharris@swbell.net
281.633.9633
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The Debutante Committee is
extremely excited about the
official start to the 2015
Debutante Season. We are
proud to present 22 beautiful
and intelligent young women
to society. The season began with a “Pretty in Pink”
Luncheon at the Houston Junior League hosted by
Soror Marianne Walker. The debutantes
participated in a worship service together at Good
Hope Baptist Church on Sunday, May 31, 2015.
Immediately following the church service the
debutantes had an opportunity to meet our 18th
Supreme Basileus, Mattelia B. Grays and she shared
words of wisdom with the young ladies. After
church the debutantes, parents, and mentors
participated in an upscale brunch, which was great
for the debutantes to learn more about each other.
The debutantes “Beauty, Boldness, and Brilliance”
was celebrated at the debutante reception on
Sunday, June 7, 2015 at the Houston Junior League.
The first seminar on social media and the law was
presented on Monday, June 8, 2015 at the Thurgood
Marshall School of Law. Our very own sorors Judge
Nikta Harmon and Professor Thelma Harmon
shared important information in their interactive
session and the debutantes left equipped to use
social media safely. Our debutantes understand
that image is everything. Soror Andrea Bonner
partnered with Tootsies Boutique to present the
debutantes with a session on how to create and
maintain a positive image. In between church
services, receptions, and seminars the young ladies
are managing to grow closer as friends and have a
ton of fun as they host creative social and
recreational events.
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June 2015
Members of the AKA 1908 Playground and AKA Acts of Green Committees


