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My dear Sorors, it gave me great pleasure and enlightenment to represent this wonderful chapter as a 

delegate to the conference. The charm and graciousness of the location amidst an improving economy in 

this city encouraged a wonderful spirit of warmth and solidarity for all attendees. 

All Chapter delegates were certified so there would be minimal trouble for our team upon their arrival. 

I had the opportunity to meet with our First Supreme Anti-Basileus Soror Dorothy Buchanan who met 

with all Basilei of the Southeast Texas Cluster and spoke with us regarding the 2018 Boule. She asked 

each Basileus to meet with the members of their respective chapters at our April Sorority Meetings and 

ask that they support the 2018 Boule by approving that it be in Houston, Texas. All Basilei agreed that 

we would ask this question of our members. Houston, Texas will not have hosted a Boule since 1978. 

Thursday, March 21, 2013 

Basilei Council Institute 

6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Upon arrival I attended this workshop; which was required for all Basilei. 

Southern Louisiana Welcome Gala 

8:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. 

Friday, March 22, 2013 

First Plenary Session 

9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Public Luncheon 

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

Second Plenary Session 

2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Saturday, March 23, 2013 

Graduate Advisors’ Certification – Level II 

8:00 a.m. – NOON 

This workshop is for sorors planning to serve as a Graduate Advisor and Graduate Advisory Committee 

members and sorors in chapter leadership positions who are seeking recertification. 

 



 

Third Plenary Session 

3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Closing Gala 

8:30 p.m. – 11:30 p.m. 

Sunday, March 24, 2013 

Ivies Beyond the Wall Ceremony 

8:00 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. 

 

The highlight of the conference for me was the outstanding scrapbooks and awards submitted by Alpha 

Kappa Omega – “we raised the bar yet another notch” as we won more First place awards than any other 

large chapter in the Region. As your President – this was indeed spectacular, and yet “all in a day’s 

work!!” Typical of our dedication and commitment.     
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Dear Sorors of Alpha Kappa Omega,  

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to represent you at the 81st South Central Regional Conference in New 

Orleans, Louisiana – Jazz and Pizazz: Leading The Way Through Timeless Service.   

The following is my assigned report as a delegate at the 2013 South Central Regional Conference plus my service 

to the undergraduates in preparing them for their first regional conference.  I attended all plenary sessions, 

Thursday Night celebration, Public and Undergraduate Luncheon, two workshops, and the Pizzaz Gala.  The 

undergraduates received awards in various categories for Gamma Psi and Omicron Gamma received first place 

for the Global Leadership Through Timeless Service Award!!!!    In addition, Omicron Gamma’s chapter members 

were awarded “Best Dress” undergraduate chapter at the Undergraduate Luncheon.  

Thursday – March 21, 2013 

Conference Committee Meeting 

 Undergraduate Activities Committee (UAC) – The UAC committee discussed the undergraduate activities.  

The major initiative is to promote academic excellence.  In addition, undergraduates were reminded to 

apply for the 2013 Summer Leadership Fellows with GPA 3.0 and above.   

Saturday, March 23, 2013 

Attended the following workshops for SCR conference… 

Workshop 03 - Undergraduates Rock! Taking GLTTS Programs to the Next Level – Soror Patricia Webb, the 

presenter, allowed undergraduates to discuss their global leadership programs and how each program is 

implemented, their goals and objectives plus the planning stages of each activity.  She provided new insights into 

having an effective program for the undergraduate chapters…she advised the attendances not to be afraid to step 

out of the box and to use AKA’s Corporate Sponsors. Sam’s Club representative discussed several opportunities at 

their organization and how to partner with their company.  

Workshop 18: Alpha Kappa Alpha Membership: Back to Basics – the presenters were Sorors Charletta Wilson 

Jacks and Conchetta White Fulton that discussed the importance of how to build membership in your chapter and 

the process for membership intake.  The aka1908.com website provides each soror the opportunity to view their 

membership history, COIP and membership status plus the Soror Code of Ethics.  Sorors were reminded that you 

can always print out a temporary financial card on the website.  New forms and documents for graduate chapters’ 

MIP listed below have been included on the aka1908.com website.   

 Guide to Sponsorship Form (Grad)  

 Request for Authorization to Conduct MIP Form (Grad)  

 Sponsor/Co-Sponsor Eligibility Verification Form  

 Sponsor/Co-Sponsor Recommendation Form  

Congratulations to Soror Chelle Luper Wilson and Southern Louisiana Cluster’s host chapters for a successfully 

and exhilarating regional conference “Jazz and Pizzazz”.   

 

https://akawebnet.aka1908.net/eweb/upload/members_only/MEMBERSHIP%20-%20MIP%20Forms%20-%20Graduate/Guide%20to%20Sponsorship%20Form%20(Grad).pdf
https://akawebnet.aka1908.net/eweb/upload/members_only/MEMBERSHIP%20-%20MIP%20Forms%20-%20Graduate/Request%20for%20Authorization%20to%20Conduct%20MIP%20(GRAD).pdf
https://akawebnet.aka1908.net/eweb/upload/members_only/MEMBERSHIP%20-%20MIP%20Forms%20-%20Graduate/Sponsor_Co%20Sponsor%20Form.pdf
https://akawebnet.aka1908.net/eweb/upload/members_only/MEMBERSHIP%20-%20MIP%20Forms%20-%20Graduate/Sponsor_Co%20Sponsor%20Recommendation%20Form.pdf


Thank you again for granting me the opportunity to represent and serve as your delegate at the 81st South Central 

Regional Conference.   

 

Sisterly yours, 

Soror Pamela Lazard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED TO ALPHA KAPPA OMEGA 
CHAPTER                          
BY:             Soror  Saundra Wiley 
SUBJ:         81st SCRC Delegate Report 
SESSION:   WK24—Keeping our Secrets Sacred Through 
Timeless Commitment  

 
I am most appreciative of having had the opportunity to be a delegate to the 81st South Central 
Regional Conference at the Hilton New Orleans Riverside Hotel scheduled from March 21, 2013 
through March, 24, 2013.  The conference was well designed with streamlined formats and 
presentations.  Innovative use was made of e-capabilities.   
 
A highlight of the conference workshops was the “Keeping Our Secrets Sacred Through Timeless 
Committee” session.  The dynamism and exceptional knowledge base of the presenter, Soror 
Gwendolyn J. Brinkley, a member of  the International Rituals Committee, served to make the 
session both compelling and information rich.  Soror Brinkley’s contagious enthusiasm for the 
subject matter and well-honed platform skills held the attention of this standing room only 
audience.  She clearly committed substantial time and effort to ensure the effectiveness and 
success of this workshop. 
 
Though the topic was broad Soror Brinkley was able to cover its full breadth with notable 
organization and clarity.  This session was thorough and well designed.   Clearly, Soror Brinkley’s 
strong background, the exceptional leadership roles she has held, and her firsthand experiences 
with the subject matter uniquely situated her as the ideal presenter for this workshop.   Her 
insights and commentary were not only highly informative—they added an uncommon richness 
and gravitas to the presentation. 
 
Here are just some of the points covered in WK24—“Keeping our Secrets Sacred Through 
Timeless Commitment:”  
 

 The sessions was convened by Soror Kassie Gossum, Alpha Xi Omega Chapter; and, 
recorded by Soror Geraldine B. Richardson, Alpha Tau Omega Chapter. 

 

 Soror Brinkley noted that each chapter should have a rituals committee and that the 
rituals document should be brought to all workshops.  She defined “rituals vs. 
“ceremonies” for the participants stating that ceremonies are found within rituals. 

 

 Rituals must be kept confidential and safe and guidelines may be never altered or 
adapted.  The latest edition should always be used.  Ritual guidelines are never made 
available to non sorors and are never printed in newsletter and websites. 

 

 The MIP ritual must be reviewed and practiced.  Pictures are not permitted.  Appropriate 
attire is mandatory for rituals and is outlined in the Protocol Manual.  Rules must be 
observed and sorors may be assigned certain duties as designated; and, some 
assignments may be based on level. 

 

 Regarding the “Ivy beyond the Wall” ritual—conduct must be consistent with church and 
family wishes.  Proper disposal of sorority paraphernalia is required.  It may not be 



resold or donated to charities. 
 

 Only candidates and designated sorors should be involved with the seven secrets in 
regard to Membership Intake.  These should be memorized if possible.  Sorors must 
know the hymn, pledge, and the initiation hymn. 

 

 Ritual information should be kepi in a central location and only the basileus, or her 
designee, should have access to the rituals booklet.   
 

Following the answering of final questions and closing remarks the session concluded.  I 
surveyed a number of sorors following the session and they were unanimous in their 
compliments for this workshop.  Several were particularly appreciative that a complex topic had 
been presented in a manner that made it understandable to them.  Others commented on Soror 
Brinkley’s demonstrated command of the subject matter.   I consider the session to be a “must” 
for sorors in developing a keen understanding of, and appropriate reverence and appreciation 
for, our sacred rituals and ceremonies.    

 

 


