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The Basileus, Soror Tamara Cubit, called the March 17, 2012, regular meeting of the Alpha 
Kappa Omega Chapter, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, to order at 11:02 am, at The 
Power Center, 12401 South Post Oak Road, Houston, TX 77045.  
 
Adoption of Rules: Soror Rita Roberts presented the rules governing all chapter meetings. A 
motion was made to adopt the rules; the motion carried. Soror Roberts provided the following 
parliamentary tip: pursuant to the Constitution and Bylaws, Article XVI, Section I, the Executive 
Committee shall assist the Basileus to carry out her duties; the Committee cannot moodily or 
change any action approved by the body. Regarding the national hymn, the correct words are, 
“…we strive and we do…we help each other…so together anew and united we’ll forge our way.” 
 
Approval of Agenda: Soror Cubit moved for approval of the agenda. Soror Cubit informed 
sorors that the Connection Committee has invited Congressman Al Green to address the 
chapter. He will address the chapter upon his arrival. The motion carried. 
 
Meditation/Prayer: Soror Margie Taylor provided a meditation and prayer.  
 
Update on “Challenged” Sorors: Soror Tamara asked the body to continue to pray for 
“challenged” sorors and their families. Sorors were asked to pray for Sorors Darlene Johnson, 
Dianna Johnson, Sandrina James, Kerri Myers, Faye Phillips, Patricia Roberts, Beverly Maddox, 
and all sick and shut in sorors. 
 
Hostess Committee/Service Project: Soror Bayana Taylor recognized the members of the 
March Hostess Committee. Soror Taylor informed sorors that the chapter will partner with the 
80th South Central Regional Conference service project benefitting victims of violence. Soror 
made donations to the Houston Area Women Center. 
 
Introduction of Visiting Sorors: Soror Cheryl Mitchell recognized the chapter’s distinguished 
sorors, and welcomed all visiting, transferring and reactivating sorors. Soror Freddie Grooms 
McClendon, former Supreme Parliamentarian; and Soror Caroline Lattimore, former Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Director was in attendance and was recognized. 
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 
Approval of Minutes: Soror Karen Grays moved for approval of the Saturday, February 18, 
2012, meeting minutes, as printed. The motion carried; the minutes were approved.  
 
Finance: Soror Paulette Frederick presented the Treasurer’s Report, for the period ending 
February 29, 2012, including the following: Comparison of Budget to Actual; Statement of 
Financial Position; and, Monthly Bank Reconciliations. A motion was made to refer the above-
referenced reports for audit; the motion carried.  
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION – ASSETS 
 

Chapter Operations  141,249.14 Savings      19,092.19 
Grants and Self-Sustaining                 18,365.68 Receivables 4,288.98 
Housing  65,253.60 Total Assets  $248,249.59 
 
Correspondence: Soror LaDonna Harris presented the Correspondence Report. The chapter 
received a “thank you” cards from Sorors Charlotte Bryant, Vivian Harrison, Jamelle Woodard, 
Melody Collier, and Patricia Ingram. Correspondence was received from To Raise A Child, Inc., 
seeking support of its fundraiser; invitation to the Dallas Alumni Greek Show; and copy of the 
Winter 2012, Varnett Gazette newsletter. No recommendations were presented; the report was 
accepted. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Executive: Soror Karen Aubrey presented the report of the Executive Committee, which met at 
The Power Center on Wednesday, March 14, 2012, 6:30 p.m., with 17 committee members 
present. The Executive Committee approved the following recommendations for action: (1) that 
the chapter supports To Raise A Child, Inc, with a $100.00 donation; (2) that the chapter 
purchase a b/w, full-page ad at $150.00, to support Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church, 50th 
Anniversary Gala Celebration; that the chapter utilizes $1,500.00, in carry over funds to 
complete chapter scrapbooks for the 80th South Central Regional Conference; and, that the 
chapter donates $1,500.00, in support of Soror Patricia A. Roberts’ campaign. The chapter 
moved to approve all of the above recommendations; the motions carried. 
 
 
African-American History: Soror Marianne Walker presented the wrap-up report of the MLK 
Day of Service. Sorors recognized the first semester honor roll students at Jack Yates High 
School; 62 honor students, 14 parents, 43 uniformed band members, 7 ROTC cadets, and 10 
faculty and staff attended. A special “thank you” was provided to Sorors Lucy Bremond, Elnora 
Flewellen and Melba Henry for providing the 62 academic achievement medallions. Sorors also 
attended Wesley AME Chapel to commemorate the chapter’s birthplace; wherein Alpha Kappa 
Omega charter members organized and planed for its chartering during Spring 1927. After 
which, sorors dined together at a traditional soul food restaurant, “This Is It.” No 
recommendations were presented; the report was accepted. 
 
80th South Central Regional Conference: Soror Tamara Cubit provided sorors with the 
following updates: expecting over 3,000 attendees; jackets order in the first group will be 
available for pick up on March 21 at the Hilton (2:00–9:00 pm); cluster registration on March 21st, 
5:00-7:00 pm; conference t-shirt will be worn on Thursday, March 22nd; black blazers, scarves, 
skirts or dresses to be worn on Friday; no pants to be worn during the Rededication Ceremony 
on March 23rd. Additional assistance is requested for the following events: Teen Summit at 
Gregory-Lincoln Middle School; Welcome Gala; reminder to attend the Ivy Beyond the Wall 
ceremony; kit stuffing will be in room #250.  Soror Polly Turner provided the protocol tips for 
regional conference. No recommendations were presented; the report was accepted. 
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PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Emerging Young Leaders (“EYL”): Soror Margie Taylor reported that the chapter partnered 
with the Sugar Valley Chapter, Top Teens of the Top Ladies of Distinction; the group hosted a 
financial literacy workshop on February 11, 2012. Twenty-five sorors attended. Workshops 
topics included traditional and electronic banking. Sorors met with the parents to inform of past 
events sponsored by the chapter. Parents were requested to recruit other parents to get 
involved. No recommendations were presented; the report was accepted. 
 
Connection: Soror Christina Allen-Crowder introduced The Honorable Al Green, who 
represents Texas District 9. He addressed the chapter to discuss the Texas voting process, 
including news worthy facts and troubling issues including, but not limited to, absentee voting 
procedures; voting by mail fraud issues; and citizenship matters and its impact on the Texas 
voting process. Congressman Green stated that the new Texas voting rules will require proof of 
birth of all registered voters. He stressed the inequity in the absentee voting process, wherein 
voters are not required to provide a proof of birth. The population who will be most affected are 
people of color and/or minorities. Further, the Congressman stated that there appears to be no 
“empirical evidence” to suggest that Texas has wide-spread fraud at its polls. He stated, “Why 
has Texas passed a law requiring American citizens in Texas who appear in person at 
polling places to present a state-approved photo ID to vote?” He further stated that a 2006 
report released by the State of Texas represents that only “a handful of instances where voter 
fraud was revealed over a 3-year period.” Congressman Green stressed the importance of being 
informed, educated voters; be aware of the new rules; and, support by voting to protect the 
Voters’ Right Act. The Congressman received an enthusiastic applause and a standing ovation. 
 
Global Poverty: Soror Clara Cooper reported that the committee hosted a Christmas lunch with 
seniors at the Julia C. Hester House; sorors served lunch and provide small gift bags to each 
senior. Sorors engaged the seniors in a game of Bingo; and, provided entertainment by playing 
various Christmas songs. In conjunction with the Social Justice and Human Rights Committee, 
an event entitled, “Empowering Women through Loving Myself,”  was presented residents of The 
Star of Hope Women’s Transitional Center; 40 women attended; and 16 sorors participated. No 
recommendations were presented; the report was accepted. 
 
Health: Soror Catherine Blackwell-Gore presented the committee report. Soror Catherine 
informed sorors of the following events: The Sisters Network, Inc., Stop the Silence Walk, April 
14, 2012; March for Babies Walk, Saturday, April 19, 2012; Pink and Green Challenge has 
kicked-off with seven (7) teams; prizes will be awarded at the June chapter meeting for the 
highest percentages of weight loss; Pink Goes Red Day activities—38 sorors attended healthy-
eating activity at Café Express; 61 sorors participated in the blood pressure screenings, 
conducted by Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., Houston Alumni Chapter. No recommendations 
were presented; the report was accepted. 
 

GRADUATE ADVISOR REPORTS 
 
Gamma Psi Chapter: Soror Jo-Carolyn Goode presented the report of the Graduate Advisor, 
Gamma Psi Chapter, Texas Southern University. No recommendations were presented; the 
report was accepted. 
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Omicron Gamma Chapter: Soror Pamela Lazard presented the report of the Graduate Advisor, 
Omicron Gamma Chapter, University of Houston-Downtown. No recommendations were 
presented; the report was accepted. 
 
Unfinished Business: No unfinished business.  
 
New Business: No new business 
 
Special Presentation:  Soror Melba Henry presented a special presentation, including crowns 
and a customized “pink” sash, to commemorate and recognize the following: “Silver Star” Sorors 
Karen Allen, Marla Angibeau, Gwendolyn Graham, Cheryl Griffin, Ruth Robbins, and Daisey 
Stiner; and, “Golden” Soror Lillie Etienne. The sorors received a standing ovation from the 
chapter. 
 
Birthday Recognitions: Soror Kim Topps recognized all sorors with March birthdays. Sorors 
sang happy birthday; each soror was presented a small, token gift. 
  
Announcements: Soror LaDonna Harris presented the announcements.  
 
Sorority Hymn and Pledge: Sorors sang the sorority hymn, directed by Mary Butler; and, 
recited the pledge.  
 
Adjournment: Soror Cubit adjourned the meeting at 12:48 pm.  
 
Submitted For Approval By: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact the Grammateus, via email at kyg08@aol.com or call 713.799.8038, 
by Tuesday, April 17, 2012, with any suggested corrections. 

Karen Grays, Grammateus Tamara Cubit, Basileus 


