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MINUTES  MAY 19, 2012 
 

 
 
 

The Basileus, Soror Tamara J. Cubit, called the May 19, 2012, regular meeting of the Alpha Kappa 
Omega Chapter, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, to order at 11:01 am, at The Power Center, 
12401 South Post Oak Road, Houston, TX 77045.  
 
Adoption of Rules: Soror Veronica Johnson presented, in the absence of the parliamentarian, Soror 
Rita Roberts, the rules governing all chapter meetings. A motion was made to adopt the rules; the motion 
carried. Soror Johnson provided the parliamentary and protocol tips. 
 
Meditation/Prayer: Soror Margie Taylor provided a meditation and prayer.  
 
Approval of Agenda: Soror Cubit moved for approval of the agenda, with the following correction: to 
include the date “May 19, 2012.” The motion carried. 
 
Update on “Challenged” Sorors: Soror Tamara asked the body to continue to pray for the following 
“challenged” sorors: Charlene James, Annie Brew, Mary Smith Johnson, the Demaris family, Mary 
Collins, Yvonne McCree, and all other sick and shut-in sorors and their families.  
 
Hostess Committee/Service Project: Soror Pamela Etienne-Branch recognized members of the May 
Hostess Committee; and introduced the service project, supporting the Fort Bend County Women’s 
Shelter. 
 
Introduction of Visiting Sorors: Soror Cheryl Mitchell recognized the chapter’s distinguished sorors, 
and welcomed all visiting, transferring and reactivating sorors.  
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 
Approval of Minutes: Soror Karen Grays moved for approval of the Saturday, April 21, 2012, meeting 
minutes, as printed, with the following spelling correction of the word “Poverty.” The motion carried; the 
minutes were approved.  
 
Finance: Soror Paulette Frederick presented the following reports, for the period ending April 30, 2012: 
Comparison of Budget to Actual; Statement of Financial Position; Monthly Bank Reconciliation; and, 
Outstanding Checks. To date, there are 531 financial members; with no forecasted budget overruns. A 
motion was made to refer the above-referenced reports for audit; the motion carried.  
 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION -- ASSETS 

 
Chapter Operations  

 
111,400.01 

 
Savings  

    
 19,095.37 

Grants and  
Self-Sustaining     

 
18,266.01 

 
Receivables 

 
1,264.62 

 
Housing  

 
65,254.68 

 
Total Assets  

 
$215,280.69 

 
Correspondence: Soror LaDonna Harris presented the Correspondence Report. The chapter received 
“thank you” cards from: Sorors Yvonne McCree, Patricia Roberts thanking the chapter for support of her 
campaign for South Central Regional Director; and, Alfreda Henry for the “beautiful ivy plant.” In addition, 
the chapter was requested to assist in funding the 2012 Motown Review; and, request for support from 
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Metropolitan Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, fashion show and luncheon. A motion was made to 
accept the report, with no recommendations; the motion carried. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Executive: Soror Karen Aubrey presented the report of the Executive Committee, which met at The 
Power Center, May 19, 2012, 6:30 p.m., with 17 committee members present. The Executive Committee 
presented the following recommendations: (1) that the chapter supports the Metropolitan Christian 
Methodist Episcopal Church, fashion show and luncheon, by purchasing a full-page ad in the amount of 
$100.00; and, (2) that the chapter supports the 2012 Motown Review with a donation (from the AKA 
license plate profits) in the amount of $200.00. A motion was made to accept the report; the motion 
carried. 
 
Finance: The Finance Committee report was presented by Soror Paulette Frederick. Committee 
members reviewed the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., 2010 Audit and 2013 proposed budget. The 
Basileus forwarded a letter to Corporate Officer requesting a copy of the “Schedule of Findings and 
Recommendations,” and the “Corrective Action Plan.” The following recommendations are as follows: (1) 
that the chapter opposes any fee increases and any proposed budget including a fee increase at the 
2012 Boule; and, (2) that the chapter opposes any constitutional amendments that increase life 
membership fees at the 2012 Boule. A motion was made to accept the report; the motion carried. 
 
Constitution: Soror Veronica Johnson presented the committee report by placing on the floor, for 
consideration by the chapter, the recommendations of the proposed amendments to the Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc., National Constitution and Bylaws. Hard copy paper ballots were distributed to all 
financial members present. Soror Cubit appointed the following sorors to the Teller’s Committee: Cheryl 
Johnson, Chairman, Anitra Provost, Kim Harris, Helen Houston, Erica Moore, Diana Johnson, Angel 
Johnson, Evelyn Holloway, Idaena Wade, and Dorothy Booker. A motion was made to accept the report; 
the motion carried. 
 
Connection: Soror Faye Phillips provided the following updates: Texas primary election will be held on 
May 29, 2012; the Justice Department issued a ruling to block implementation of a new photo ID 
requirements; wrap up of Congressman All Green’s visit; voter registration drives conducted at University 
of Houston-Downtown and Madison High School; voter registration scheduled for May 21, 2012, at 
Houston Academy for International Studies; yard signs will be provided for the 2012 general election; 
and, in October 2012, will partner with the Emerging Young Leaders to conduct a mock election. A 
motion was made to accept the report, with no recommendations; the motion carried. 
 
Houston Area Pan-Hellenic Council: Soror Darlene Johnson presented the report of the Pan-Hellenic 
Council-Houston. The Council will participate in the following events: Greek Weekend, May 4-6, 2012; 
Bowling for Kids’ Sake, the “Pink Ladies of AKOmega” raised $2,161, of which Soror Deneen Ford raised 
$1,150; Family Day in the Park was a huge success; and the NPHC-Houston annual meeting will be held 
on June 11, 2012, The Blue Triangle Community Center, 3005 McGowen, at 6:30 pm. A motion was 
made to accept the report, with no recommendations; the motion carried. 
 
Life-Long Learning: The committee report was presented by Soror Dorothy Gabriel. The committee will 
provide academic enrichment activities for boys and girls, ages 4-12, June 4-8, 2012, at The Blue 
Triangle Community Center. Students will be tutored in reading, math, science, geography, arts and 
crafts. The culminating activity will be a field trip to Discovery Green on Friday, June 8th. A motion was 
made to accept the report, with no recommendations; the motion carried. 
 
Membership: Soror Lillian Bourgeois informed sorors that the chapter retreat, “The Best is Within 
You…For Timeless Leadership,” will be held on August 4, 2012, 8:30 am – 3:00 pm. The cost will be $50 
per person; attire is business casual. A chapter kick-off will be hold on Friday, August 3rd, information 
regarding the time and place is forthcoming. Soror Anitra Provost and Soror Helen Houston were 
recognized for conducting the Transition Ceremony for 11 undergraduates at the April sorority meeting. 
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Soror Lillian reminded sorors to purchase the chapter passport; quantities are limited. The Legacy 
Parade will be held at the June sorority meeting; submit photos by June 1st. A motion was made to 
accept the report, with no recommendations; the motion carried. 
 
Senior Citizens: Soror Beverly Dancer presented the committee report. Sorors will sponsor seniors from 
Outreach Ministry Baptist Church, Wesley AME Church, and the Hester House to attend the “Dancin’ in 
the Streets…Motown Review,” May 24, 2012, Miller Outdoor Theater. Food, snacks, drinks and 
transportation will be provided by the committee and chapter sorors. A motion was made to accept the 
report, with no recommendations; the motion carried. 
 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Emerging Young Leaders (“EYL”): Soror Margie Taylor presented the committee report. Soror Taylor 
informed sorors of the following activities: “Pretty Girls ROCK Lock-In: Radiating Our Charm and 
Knowledge, “wherein a series of workshops were presented to the students. Parents were invited and 
also attended the workshops with topics such as proper table etiquette, public speaking, health and 
hygiene, college life, interviewing tips and bullying. Twenty (20) sorors from Alpha Kappa Omega, 
Gamma Psi, and Omicron Gamma participated. A motion was made to accept the report, with no 
recommendations; the motion carried. 
 
Health: Soror Saundra Wiley presented the committee report. Updates and upcoming activities are as 
follows: Seventeen (17) sorors participated in the Sisters Network Walk on April 7th; the “Pink and Green 
Challenge” is ongoing, winners will be announced at the June meeting; the Asthma Awareness Initiative 
is slated for launch within the Houston Independent School District in late May 2012. Soror Jo-Carolyn 
Goode provided the wrap-up report regarding the Arbor Day activity at Texas Southern University, April 
25, 2012. Over 100 attendees participated and planted over 50 trees, honoring TSU alumnae, the late 
Congressman Mickey Leland and Congresswoman Barbara Jordan. A press conference was held and 
attended by Soror Gwendolyn Brinkley, South Central Regional Director; Soror Patricia Webb, South 
Central Program Representative; and, representatives from Gamma Psi, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., 
TSU, and the Arbor Day Foundation. A motion was made to accept the report, with no recommendations; 
the motion carried. 
 
Social Justice & Human Rights: The committee report was presented by Soror Sahira Abdool. Updates 
and upcoming activities include: collaborated with Global Poverty at Star of Hope, where 50 women 
received health care products and discussed ideas on effective communication; collaborated with 
Economic Security at “The Hay Center,” for 11 youth aging out of foster care; scrapbook project on June 
2nd, 1-3 pm at Change Happens; will conduct a school supply drive at the June sorority meeting; host a 
panel discussion on human trafficking on September 29, 2012; sponsor the “Angel Tree” project at the 
December 2012 sorority meeting. A motion was made to accept the report, with no recommendations; 
the motion carried. 
 
Internal Leadership Training for External Service: Soror Karen Grays presented the committee report. 
The Executive Committee attended a leadership training workshop on February 4, 2012. Soror Mattelia 
B. Grays, 18th Supreme Basileus, Soror Faye B. Bryant, 21st Supreme Basileus, and Soror Polly S. 
Turner, 20th South Central Regional Director presented modules in the following topics: “Shared Values & 
Team Building: Board Member Roles, Responsibilities & Code of Conduct;” Taking Care of Business: 
Leading With Poise and Purpose;” and, “The Culture of Alpha Kappa Omega: Characteristics and 
Sustainability of a Mega Chapter.” Sixteen (16) members attended; certificates of participation were 
provided. Soror Cubit informed sorors that committee chairs, co-chairs, and chapter members will be 
included in future training sessions. A motion was made to accept the report, with no recommendations; 
the motion carried. 
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GRADUATE ADVISOR REPORTS 
 
Gamma Psi Chapter: Soror Jo-Carolyn Goode reported that the chapter had a very busy spring 
semester. The chapter received the Most Active Sorority award and received a nomination for Most 
Active Organization. Chapter sorors completed 15 community service projects and maintained an 3.2 
GPA average. Congratulations were extended to the 13 graduating sorors. A motion was made to accept 
the report, with no recommendations; the motion carried. 
 
Omicron Gamma Chapter: Soror Pamela Lazard presented an update report regarding the activities of 
Omicron Gamma. Sorors welcomed the “15 Distinct Images of Pearlfection,” who attended this meeting. 
Three chapter members will attend the 2012 Boule. Special congratulations were extended to the five (5) 
graduating sorors. Best wishes were extended to Soror Whitney Threadcraft Walker, who graduated 
Magma Cum Laude; and who will pursue a graduate degree at Georgetown University. Soror Lazard 
reminded sorors of the 25th Celebration on June 24, 2012; tickets are $25; raffle tickets are $10; contact 
Soror Pam for details. A motion was made to accept the report, with no recommendations; the motion 
carried. 
 
65th Boule Information: Soror Cubit informed sorors that the steering committee of the South Central 
Regional luncheon at the 2012 Boule, is seeking volunteers to participate in the “top model search.” In 
addition, details are forthcoming regarding the chapter gathering activity in San Francisco. 
 
Special Presentation: The chapter acknowledged Soror Gwendolyn Brinkley and provided a “special” 
recognition for her tenure as South Central Regional Director. 
 
Unfinished Business: No unfinished business.  
 
New Business: Soror Erica Smith informed sorors that an electronic version of the evaluation survey will 
be forwarded to all active chapter members to obtain the needs of the chapter. 
 
Birthday Recognitions: Soror Karen Allen recognized all sorors with birthdays in the month of May. 
Sorors sang happy birthday; and, each soror was presented with a small, token gift.  
 
Announcements: Soror LaDonna Harris made the final announcements.  
 
Teller’s Committee: Soror Cheryl Johnson, chairman, presented the following report: Voting Strength-
187; Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc., National Constitution and Bylaws, Amendment to Article IV, 
Section 9a, page 29 (Life Membership Fees): For-32; Against-156; Absentions-1; Amendment to Article 
I, Section 4, page 9 (Qualifications for Regional Directors): For-149; Against-36; Absentions-2. Soror 
Tamara Cubit moved that the delegates to the 2012 Boule shall act in accordance to the above voting 
results of the chapter; the motion carried. 
 
Sorority Hymn and Pledge: Sorors sang the sorority hymn, directed by Soror Mary Butler and 
accompanied by Soror Ardena Franshaw; and, recited the pledge.  
 
Adjournment: Soror Cubit adjourned the meeting at 12:39 pm.  
 
Submitted For Approval By: 

 

Please contact the Grammateus, via email at kyg08@aol.com
by Tuesday, June 13 , 2012, with any suggested corrections. 

 or call 713.799.8038,  
Karen Grays, Grammateus Tamara Cubit, Basileus 


