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The Basileus, Soror Tamara J. Cubit, called the December 15, 2012, regular meeting of the Alpha Kappa Omega 
Chapter, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, to order at 11:02 AM, at The Power Center, 12401 South Post 
Oak Road, Houston, TX 77045. 
 
Adoption of Rules: Soror Veronica Johnson presented the rules governing all chapter meetings. A motion was 
made to adopt the rules; the motion carried. Soror Johnson provided the parliamentary and protocol tips. 
 
Meditation/Prayer: Soror Cubit observed a moment of silence in honor of the victims and their families concerning 
the recent tragedy at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, CT. Soror Margie Taylor provided a meditation 
and prayer.  
 
Approval of Agenda: Soror Cubit moved for approval of the agenda with the following corrections: Angel Tree 
Project by Soror Martina Judge; Approval of Minutes by Soror Karen Grays. The motion carried. 
 
Update on “Challenged” Sorors: Soror Tamara asked the body to continue to pray for the following “challenged” 
sorors: Johnnie Frazier, Ruth Rutledge, family of Aasha Gary; and, all other sick and shut-in sorors and their 
families.  
 
Hostess Committee/Service Project: Soror Martina Judge recognized the December hostesses; and thanked 
sorors for donating over 100 gifts for the “Angel Tree” Project. Distribution of the gifts will be on December 17, 2012 
at Change Happens; 100 children, of incarcerated parents, will receive the gifts. 
 
Introduction of Visiting Sorors: Soror Cheryl Mitchell recognized the chapter’s distinguished sorors, and 
welcomed all visiting, transferring and reactivating sorors.  
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 
Approval of Minutes: Soror Karen Grays moved for approval of the Saturday, November 17, 2012, meeting 
minutes. The motion carried; the minutes were approved.  
 
Finance: Soror Paulette Frederick presented the following reports, for the period ending November 30, 2012: 
Comparison of Budget to Actual; Statement of Financial Position; Monthly Bank Reconciliation; and, Outstanding 
Checks. To date, there are 551 financial members; with no forecasted budget overruns. A motion was made to refer 
the above-referenced reports for audit; the motion carried.  
 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

Chapter Operations  91,301.56 Savings     19,103.81 
Grants and Self-Sustaining     22,114.56   

Housing  70,154.56 TOTAL ASSETS  $202,674.49 
 
Correspondence: Soror LaDonna Harris presented the Correspondence report. Soror Harris read “thank you” 
notes from: Soror Tamara Cubit and Soror Chelle Wilson, South Central Regional Director; and a holiday greeting 
from Soror Gwendolyn Brinkley, 23rd South Central Regional Director. The chapter also received “thank you” cards 
from: Sorors Nekeidra Brown, Sheri Cole, Lena Gilmore, Earline Marshall, the family of Rita Roberts, Mamie Terry. 
Other correspondence received from Soror Vernita Wilson Rickett; Port City Chapter, The Links, Inc., Board of 
Directors, Thomas H. Routt Foundation; Bullseye Storage; and Houston Community College. In addition, Soror 
Cubit informed sorors that the “brick” purchased by the chapter, in support of the American Heart Association 
(AHA), has been installed and located at the AHA National Center in Dallas, TX. A motion was made to accept the 
report, with no recommendations; the motion carried. 
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2012 Fall Mailing: Soror Tamara Cubit provided the following highlights regarding the 2012 Fall Mailing from the 
Corporate Office: (1) Soror Nicole Barrett, Executive Director, reminds that all dues are due by January 1st; 
members are inactive if dues are received after February 1st; late payment of dues interrupts the consecutive, 24-
month requirement for Legacy and sponsoring sorors; membership satisfaction surveys must be completed by a 
transferring member to the chapter that the soror is departing from; graduate advisor certification applications are 
due February 15, 2013; pursuant to the graduate step show guidelines, all graduate sorors must receive chapter 
approval prior to participating in a step show.  
 
2011 Audit Report: Soror Paulette Frederick presented highlights from the International Finance Committee report 
dated November 8, 2012, as follows: (1) as of December 31, 2011 the sorority received an “unqualified opinion;” (2) 
provided total assets, general operating fund totals; and total revenues for 2011 and 2010; including investments. 
Soror Cubit stated that any questions concerning this report should be directed to the Supreme Tamiouchos, Soror 
Delores McKinley, CPA. (NOTE: A copy of the 2011 Audit Report is appended to this report.) 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Executive: Soror Karen Aubrey presented the report of the Executive Committee, which met at the House of Kyle, 
December 12, 2012, 6:30 p.m., with 16 committee members present. A recommendation is as follows: that the 
chapter makes a donation to the Houston Community College, 2013 Black History Scholarship Gala, in the amount 
of $100.00. A motion was made to accept the report and approve the recommendation; the motion carried. 
 
Debutante: Soror Ivy Ricketts informed the chapter that the committee is accepting applications; the deadline to 
submit all applications is December 19, 2012. A motion was made to accept the report with no recommendations; 
the motion carried. 
 
Founders’ Day: Soror Thearodesia Williams reminded the chapter that the Founders’ Day Celebration will be held 
on Sunday, January 20, 2013, Bayou City Events Center, 9401 Knight Road. Rededication (no pants) at 2:00 pm; 
banquet/program (open to public) at 3:00 pm; attire for sorors, black with pearls; tickets $45 (graduates), $35 
(undergraduates). A motion was made to accept the report with no recommendations; the motion carried. 
 
Membership: Soror Anitra Provost reminded sorors of the Christmas social and 84th Chapter Birthday celebration 
on December 16, 2012; Houston Area Urban League; sorors asked to donate toiletry items for senior citizens at the 
Kashmere Multi-Purpose Center. A motion was made to accept the report with no recommendations; the motion 
carried. 
 
Reactivation: Soror Bettye Narcisse reported that reactivated sorors were allowed to “audition” for the committee of 
their interest by displaying talents and what they had to offer to Alpha Kappa Omega. All reactivated sorors will 
receive a 2012 “Reclaim the Pearls” Reactivation Certificate. A motion was made to accept the report with no 
recommendations; the motion carried. 
 
Standards: Soror Erica Smith presented the wrap-up report concerning the 2012 Chapter Evaluation. At the 
November 2012 meeting, 309 surveys were completed; which exceeds the national requirement of obtaining 50% of 
the chapter’s participation; in addition, hard copies for sorors with no Internet access and online surveys were 
completed for a grand total of 396 sorors who participated in the Standards End of Year Report. A motion was 
made to accept the report with no recommendations; the motion carried. 
 

NATIONAL PROGRAM INITIATIVE REPORTS 
 
Economic Security: Soror Erica Moore reminded sorors of the vendor fair conducted at this sorority meeting. Soror 
Moore encouraged everyone to support the “soror” vendors. A motion was made to accept the report with no 
recommendations; the motion carried. 
 
Emerging Young Leaders (“EYL”): Soror Margie Taylor informed the chapter that 22 EYL students experienced a 
“new and exciting activity”—13 chapter members from Alpha Kappa Omega, Gamma Psi, and Omicron Gamma 
provided manicures and talked about college life, relationships, appearances, and respect. A motion was made to 
accept the report with no recommendations; the motion carried. 
 
Global Poverty: Soror Clara Cooper provided the following updates: distributed Thanksgiving food boxes 
(containing a 10-12 lb. turkey, 30 lb- box of trimmings; bag of potatoes and carrots, 21 lb-box of can goods, 8 lb-box  
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of cleaning supplies and 5 lbs. of snacks goodies) to 12 needy families at the Langston Family Life Center; provided 
over 45-50 lbs. of food to approximately 500 Cuney Homes households; residents were required to attend a healthy 
food choice workshop prior to receiving the food; sorors will provide seasonal greetings and enjoyment to over 85 
participants at the senior day site at Kashmere Multi-Service Center. A motion was made to accept the report with 
no recommendations; the motion carried. 
 
Health & Human Services: Soror Patricia Sibly presented the committee report. The committee partnered with 
Codwell Elementary School and discussed with 22 parents information concerning Asthma awareness; final plans 
discussed regarding Santa at the Ensemble; sorors donated 175 unwrapped “green” toys at the November sorority 
meeting; plans discussed concerning “Pink Goes Red Day,” activities. A motion was made to accept the report with 
no recommendations; the motion carried. 
 
Social Justice & Human Rights: The committee report was presented by Soror Sahira Abdool. Soror Sahira 
informed the chapter that over 100 gifts were donated to the “Angel Tree” project; distribution of the gifts will be on 
Monday, December 17, 2012, at Change Happens, that supports children of incarcerated parents.Sorors are 
requested to arrive by 5:30 to assist with the distribution. A motion was made to accept the report with no 
recommendations; the motion carried. 
 

GRADUATE ADVISOR REPORTS 
 
Gamma Psi Chapter: Soror Tamara Cubit provided an update concerning the activities of Gamma Psi Chapter. A 
motion was made to accept the report with no recommendations; the motion carried. 
 
Omicron Gamma Chapter: Soror Pamela Lazard presented an update report regarding the activities of Omicron 
Gamma. Soror Lazard informed sorors of the passing of Soror Aasha Gary, a member of Omicron Gamma Chapter. 
Details concerning the Ivy Beyond the Wall ceremony will be forthcoming. A motion was made to accept the report 
with no recommendations; the motion carried. 
 
2012 State of the Chapter: Soror Tamara J. Cubit, Basileus (2009-2012), presented the State of the Chapter 
report, containing, in part, the following highlights: membership as of December 15, 2012 is 551 (Golden, 50; Silver 
Stars, 192; Life Members, 39; Reactivated, 34; Transferred, 17); 225 sorors—average number attending monthly 
sorority meetings; tribute to Ivies Beyond the Wall, Diamond Soror Mary J. Collins, Soror Yvonne McCree, Soror 
Beverly Maddox, Soror Rita Roberts, and Soror Ritchie Routt; contributions to AIDS Foundation, BACE Production, 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters Bowl-a-thon; EAF; Houston Food Bank, March of Dimes, Port City Chapter, The Links 
Foundation; etc., totaling over $7,000.00; volunteered over 10,000 hours; represented the chapter at numerous 
local, regional and national conferences. Soror Cubit thanked the 2012 Executive Committee for their hard work and 
dedication. Soror Marianne Walker move for acceptance of the report with commendations; the motion carried with 
a standing ovation. (NOTE: A copy of the State of the Chapter report is appended to this report.) 
 
Installation of 2013 Officers: Soror Gwendolyn Brinkley, 23rd South Central Regional Director, conducted the 
Installation of Officers ceremony. The following retiring 2012 Officers were thanked for their years of dedication and 
service: Tamara J. Cubit, Karen Y. Grays, LaDonna Harris, Paulette Frederick, Sandra Campbell, Jeania Mitchell, 
Nkenge Berry-Owens, Cheryl Mitchell, Veronica Johnson, Margie Taylor, Helen Houston, Edwina Johnson, and 
Demetria Williams. Soror Brinkley installed the following 2013 Officer: BASILEUS: Marianne Walker; Anti-Basileus: 
Kim Topps; Grammateus: Nicole Montgomery (In absentia and by proxy); Anti-Grammateus: Angela Williams; 
Epistoleus: Felicia Wright; Tamiouchos: Cherise Story; Pecunious Grammateus: Lisa Brooks; Anti-Pecunious 
Grammateus: Diana Johnson; Philacter: Charvela Fearon; Hodegos: Sheri Cole; Reporter To The Ivy Leaf: Davina 
Horace; Historian: Karen Aubrey; Graduate Advisor, Gamma Psi (TSU): Jo-Carolyn Goode, Graduate Advisor, 
Omicron Gamma (UHD): Pamela Lazard; Parliamentarian: Christina Allen-Crowder; Chaplain: Mary Barnett; 
Members-At-Large: Tamara J. Cubit, Joyce Jacquet, Diana Merritte. 
 
Unfinished Business: There was no unfinished business. 
 
New Business: Soror Edwina Johnson moved for a “point of personal privilege;” she and Soror Demetria Johnson 
presented a tribute to Soror Tamara Cubit in recognition of her successful administration and exemplary leadership 
skills exhibited over the past four years by showing a slide show of pictures. Soror Elnora Fluellen presented Soror 
Cubit with a gift basket, along with sorors from the “Louisiana Connection,” representing Southern University, 
Grambling State University, and Jackson State University. In addition, sorors who attended Texas Southern  
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University and/or were initiated at Gamma Psi Chapter all stood and sang in celebration of Soror Cubit’s successful 
4-year term as Basileus of the “Greatest Chapter” in South Central Region!  
 
Announcements: Soror Harris announced that all sorors who are interested in singing in the AKA Chorale, to 
contact Soror Mary Butler; rehearsals for Founders’ Day will begin soon. 
 
Birthday Recognitions: Soror Pamela Johnson recognized all sorors with birthdays in the month of December. 
Sorors sang happy birthday; and, each soror was presented with a small, token gift.  
 
Sorority Hymn and Pledge: Soror Cubit asked sorors to form a circle to sing the sorority’s national hymn and 
recite the pledge; the hymn was directed by Soror Clarisse Gatlin and accompanied by Soror Ardener Franshaw;  
 
Adjournment: Soror Cubit adjourned the meeting at 1:08 pm.  
 
 
Submitted For Approval By: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please contact Soror Karen Y. Grays, via email at kyg08@aol.com

 

 by Tuesday, January 15, 2013, with any 
suggested corrections. 

Karen Y. Grays 
2012 Grammateus 

Tamara J. Cubit  
2009-2012 Basileus 


