
 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 
Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter  Houston, Texas 

MINUTES  MARCH 19, 2011 
 

 
 

Soror Tamara Cubit, Basileus, called the March 19, 2011, regular meeting of the Alpha Kappa Omega 
Chapter, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, to order at 11:00 am, at The Power Center, 12401 
South Post Oak Road, Houston, TX 77045.  

 
 
Approval of Agenda: Soror Cubit requested approval of the agenda, with the following corrections: 
“delete” Camilla Jackson & Vaniecia Williams, “add,” Soror Vickie Windham; “delete” Anita Wallace, “add” 
Dorothy Booker; “add” Soror Melba Henry at “Special Presentation.” A motion was made to accept the 
agenda; the motion carried. 
 
Adoption of Rules: Soror Rita Roberts presented the rules governing all chapter meetings. Soror 
Roberts provided the parliamentary and protocol tip of the day: (1) always site the article and section 
numbers when referencing the Bylaws; and, (2) keep walking to a minimum during sorority meetings. 
 
Meditation / Prayer:  Soror Margie Taylor provided a meditation and prayer.  
 
Update on “Challenged” Sorors: Soror Tamara asked the body to continue to pray for “challenged” 
sorors and their families. 
 
Hostess Committee/Service Project: Soror Vickie Windham recognized the March Hostess Committee.  
Soror Windham requested that sorors make a $5 donation to the “Sister’s Network;” the monthly service 
project. 
 
Introduction of Visiting Sorors: Soror Cheryl Mitchell recognized the chapter’s distinguished sorors, 
and welcomed all visiting, transferring and reactivating sorors. 
 
Sisterly Relations Activity: Soror Anitra Provost informed the body that the “sisterly relations” activity 
involved sorors sitting at different tables during sorority meeting, in order to meet and get to know other 
sorors. She thanked all who were willing to participate. 
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 
Approval of Minutes: Soror Karen Grays moved for approval of the Saturday, February 19, 2011, 
meeting minutes, as printed. The motion carried; the minutes were approved.  
 
Finance Report: Soror Paulette Frederick, presented the Monthly Financial Statement, for the period 
ending February 28, 2011. The report was referred to audit. 
 
 

OPERATING ACCOUNT SUMMARY 

CURRENT MONTH  YEAR-TO-DATE  

Balance as of February 1, 2011 $127,165.73 Balance as of January 1, 2011   $89,230.99 

Total Income  28,826.07 Total Income 119,436.48 

Total Expenses (20,468.38) Total Expenses (73,444.05) 

Balance as of February 28, 2011 $135,223.42 Balance as of February 28, 2011 $135,223.42 

STATEMENT OF ASSETS 

Chapter Operations 135,223.42 Savings 19,073.16 

Grants and Self-sustaining 28,060.62   

Housing 65,247.19 Total Assets $247,604.39 
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Correspondence Report: Soror LaDonna Harris presented the Correspondence Report. The chapter 
received “thank you” cards from the following: Sorors Myra Jackson, May Frances-Hutson, Shirley 
Howard, Mae Rose, Quiana Smith, Felicia Austin-Tolliver; the Blue Triangle Multi-Cultural Association, 
Inc., and The Houston Hospice. Invitations were received from: The Links, Inc., Port City Chapter, 2011 
Science, Health and Education Fair; The Education and Charities Foundation of Houston, requesting 
support of Houston Alumni Chapter, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.; Fort Bend County Black Nurses 
Association, Inc., purchase ad supporting Scholarship and Awards Ball; Kashmere Alumni Association, 
2011 Hall of Fame Gala. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Executive: Soror Karen Aubrey presented the report of the Executive Committee, which met at The 
Power Center on Wednesday, March 16, 2011, 6:30 p.m., with 19 members present. The Executive 
Committee approved the following recommendations for action: (1) that the chapter will purchase a half-
page ad, at a cost of $60.00, in the souvenir journal for the Education and Charities Foundation of 
Houston, of the Houston Alumni Chapter, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., for the 11th Annual Golf 
Classic event. A motion was made to accept the recommendation; the motion carried.  
 
Archives: Soror Jo Carolyn Goode presented the Archives Committee report. The committee saluted, 
“Pearlific Profiles,” honoring Soror Anna B. Stokes as the “flash-back soror;” and, Soror Dorothy Booker 
was recognized as the “flash-forward soror.” No recommendations were presented. 
 
African-American History Committee (Wrap Up): Soror Diana Merritte acknowledged the support and 
hard-work of the committee members. Soror Merritte presented a special thanks to those sorors who 
played the parts of “slaves” during the African American program. No recommendations were presented. 
 
Connection Committee: Soror Faye Phillips introduced a special guest speaker, The Honorable 
Senfronia Thompson, Texas State Representative, District 141. Representative Thompson, who is also a 
soror, thanked the sorors for the invitation to speak to the chapter. She encouraged sorors to “let your 
voices be heard,” concerning the State’s most important issues; i.e., education, health, and senior care. 
Soror Thompson called sorors to action and a call for prayer. She urged sorors to “communicate with 
your Representatives and propel yourselves to action—there is a serious crisis—now is not the time to 
remain silent!” 
 
Courtesy Committee: Soror Cheryl Mitchell presented the “Courtesy Committee Guidelines.” All 
courtesies are extended for active members of the chapter, except where noted. Additional details are 
located in the protocol section of the chapter directory. No recommendations were presented. 
 
Debutante Committee: Soror Dorothy Booker informed the body that 25 young ladies will be presented 
on Saturday, July 2, 2011, at the Wortham Center; invitations, $50 each. A mother-daughter reception 
will be held on Sunday, June 12, 2011, at the Junior League of Houston; invitations, $25 each. Next 
meeting dates for sub-committees are April 16th and May 21st. No recommendations were presented. No 
recommendations were presented. 
 
Emerging Young Leaders (“EYL”) Committee: Soror Christina Allen-Crowder presented the EYL 
report that includes the 2011 calendar of events. Events for the month are as follows: March 22nd, lunch 
with the girls and parents; March 24th, parent meeting at Attucks MS, 10:00 am – 6:00 pm; March 25th, 
“Chill Out Lunch,” during 4th period; door prizes ($5 gift cards) will be provided. Soror Cubit requested 
that more sorors are needed to volunteer to serve on this committee; additional help is greatly needed. 
No recommendations were presented. 
 
Global Poverty Initiative: Soror Clara Cooper informed the body that the committee will collaborate with 
the Health Initiative Committee. The committee discussed future projects and events for the 2011 
calendar year. The next meeting will be held on April 6, 2011. No recommendations were presented. 
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Joint Chapter Committee: Soror Mary Smith Johnson presented the committee report. The spring 2011 
joint chapter meeting will be held on April 9, 2011; time and location TBA. Contact Soror Johnson or 
Soror Pamela Lazard for additional information. The next teleconference meeting will be held on March 
22, 2011 at 8:00 pm. No recommendations were presented. 
 
MLK Day of Service with EYL: Soror Margie Taylor informed the body that 41 EYL students and 5 
sorors participated in the MLK Day of Service project at the Manda Anne Nursing/Convalescent Home. 
The residents were provided token keepsakes. Soror Taylor thanked all participants. No 
recommendations were presented. 
 
Protocol Committee: Soror Elnora Flewellen presented “protocol tips for regional conference.” Attire 
and other requirements were discussed; e.g., no flip-flop shoes during plenary sessions; turning off of all 
electronic devices; respecting designated seating; no pants during Rededication and Ivy Beyond the Wall 
ceremonies; being considerate of other sorors; etc. No recommendations were presented. 
 
Senior Citizens Committee: Soror Beverly Dancer reported that the seniors attended a play at the 
Ensemble. The next activity will be the Motown Review. The next meeting is April 19, 2011. No 
recommendations were presented. No recommendations were presented. 
 
Social Justice Initiative: Soror Sahira Abdool presented the committee report. This is a new initiative 
and the committee will focus on two qualitative projects. The committee will advocate awareness and 
encourage additional members to volunteer to ensure a high level of participation. Proposed activities 
may include: Black Family Day; mentoring program; forum and panel discussions; outreach support 
activities at women shelters; and, school supply drives. The next meeting is March 21, 2011. No 
recommendations were presented. 
 
Telephone Committee: Soror Vickie Windham informed the body that in order to receive chapter 
communications, via telephone, a member must: be financial; provide correct phone numbers; update 
user profile on the chapter website; allow answering machine to pick up message; and, if requested, a 
member can be removed from receiving “phone tree” messages. No recommendations were presented. 
 
79th South Central Regional Conference (Update): Soror Marianne Walker provided the following 
update: bring personal laptop for financial officer certification class; graduate advisor’s workshop begins 
at 7:30 am; purchase a 2010-2014 passport, previous passport is invalid; bring “shoe” donation for 
community service project; participate in blood drive on Saturday. Soror Cubit informed sorors to gather 
on Thursday afternoon and to wear chapter t-shirts. 
 
80th South Central Regional Conference: Soror Tamara Cubit requested that sorors sign up for at least 
two (2) regional conference committees; sign-up sheets will be available online. 
 

GRADUATE ADVISORS’ REPORTS 
 
Gamma Psi Chapter:  Soror Mary Smith Johnson reported that the bus to regional conference is 
confirmed; seats are still available. Soror Mary extended a special thank you to Soror Brinkley for her 
support. Soror Azelia Abram has been appointed as the Undergraduate Cluster Coordinator. The 2011 
Undergraduate Round-up will be held on August 26-28, 2011, in Houston, TX. 
 
Omicron Gamma Chapter: Soror Pamela Lazard reported that Omicron Gamma hosted a pink-n-green 
week with powerful, informative programs and workshops. Chapter members hosted its spring 2011 
formal rush. A special “thank you” was extended to Soror Brinkley and members of the Graduate 
Advisor’s Council. 
 
 
 
 



 
OTHER BUSINESS 

 
Special Presentation:  Soror Melba Henry made a special presentation and extended congratulations to 
the following, first-time Golden Sorors: Maurie Carpenter, Clarice Gatlin, Rosa Rush, and Sandria 
Tolliver; and, to the following first-time Silver Star Sorors: Dorothy Gabriel, Jamelle Woodard, Darlene 
Johnson, Vanita Reed, Rita Roberts, Felecia Taylor, and Pamela Branch. Sorors were presented with 
tiaras and custom-made “pink” sashes. Sorors gave a rousing standing ovation! 
 
Unfinished Business: No unfinished business.  
 
New Business: No new business. 
 
Announcements: Sorors donated, on today’s date, a total of Eight Hundred Fifty & 00/100 Dollars 
($850.00), in support of the chapter’s monthly service project, the “Sister’s Network.” 
 
Birthday Recognitions: Soror Robin Williams recognized all sorors born in the month of March. Sorors 
sang happy birthday; each soror was presented a token gift.   
 
Sorority Hymn and Pledge: Sorors sang the sorority hymn, directed by Soror Mary Butler, and recited 
the pledge. 
 
Adjournment:  Soror Cubit adjourned the meeting at 1:06 pm. 
 
 
 
Submitted For Approval By: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact the Grammateus, via email at kyg08@aol.com or call 713.799.8038, by Tuesday, April 12, 
2011, with any suggested corrections. 
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Karen Grays, Grammateus Tamara Cubit, Basileus 
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