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MINUTES  SEPTEMBER 17, 2011 
 

 
 

 
Soror Tamara Cubit, Basileus, called the September 17, 2011, regular meeting of the Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter, 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, to order at 11:00 am, The Power Center, 12401 South Post Oak Road, 
Houston, TX 77045.  
 
Adoption of Rules: Soror Nekeidra Brown (in the absence of the Parliamentarian, Soror Rita Roberts) presented 
the rules governing all chapter meetings. A motion was made to adopt the rules; the motion carried. Parliamentary 
tip—the presiding officer can adjourn the meeting without a motion. The protocol tip of the day—members should be 
addressed at public events by the following titles: Ms., Mrs., Dr., etc.; the title “soror” should not be used at public 
events. 
 
Approval of Agenda: Soror Cubit requested approval of the agenda as printed. A motion was made to accept the 
agenda; the motion carried.   
 
Meditation / Prayer: Soror Margie Taylor provided a meditation and prayer.  
 
Update on “Challenged” Sorors: Soror Tamara asked the body to continue to pray for “challenged” sorors and 
their families.  
 
Hostess Committee/Service Project: Soror Ardener Franshaw introduced the Hostess Committee. Soror Janice 
Garner presented the service project for the month of September; the chapter will support the Lighthouse for the 
Blind. Members of the September Hostess Committee were recognized. 
 
Introduction of Visiting Sorors: Soror Cheryl Mitchell recognized the chapter’s distinguished sorors, and 
welcomed all visiting, transferring and reactivating sorors.  
 

OFFICER REPORTS 

 
Approval of Minutes: Soror Karen Grays moved for approval of the Saturday, June 18, 2011, meeting minutes, as 
printed. The motion carried; the minutes were approved.  
 
Finance: Soror Paulette Frederick, presented the Monthly Financial Statement for the period ending August 31, 
2011. The financial report also included a Comparison of Budget to Actual. The report was referred for audit.  
 

 
OPERATING ACCOUNT SUMMARY 

 
CURRENT MONTH 

 
YEAR-TO-DATE 

Balance as of August 1, 2011  $95,021.16 Balance as of January 1, 2011  $89,230.99  

Total Income  855.90   

Total Expenses  (2,113.68)     

Balance as of May 31, 2011  $93,763.38 Balance as of May 31, 2011  $93,763.38 

 
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION -- ASSETS 

Chapter Operations  93,763.38 Savings      19,082.72 

Grants and Self-sustaining                 37,890.47  

Housing  65,250.41 Total Assets  $215,986.98 

 

 
Soror Tamara Cubit reminded sorors that the South Central Regional Conference assessment in the amount of 
$150.00 is due by September 30, 2011. Sorors were also informed sorors that the Pecunius Grammateus is 
prepared to accept payments at the September sorority meeting. 
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Correspondence: Soror LaDonna Harris presented the Correspondence Report. The chapter received “thank you” 
cards from: Sorors Gwendolyn Brinkley, Mary Butler, Deneen Ford, Gloria Franklin, Gwen Graham, Xenith Green, 
Clarice Gatlin, Revona Gatlin-Davis, Devona Gatlin Martin, Angela LaCour, Millie Lott, Myra Woods Jackson, Kim 
and Una Topps, Vaniecia Williams, Demetria Williams, Woodson K-8 Leadership Academy, HABSE and Mary 
Collins. Additional correspondence received was presented. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Executive: Soror Karen Aubrey presented the report of the Executive Committee, which met at The Power Center 
on Wednesday, September 14, 2011, 6:30 p.m., with 18 members present. The Executive Committee approved the 
following recommendations for action: (1) that the chapter ratifies the purchase of an ad in the amount of $150.00, 
supporting the Blue Triangle Multicultural Association, Living Legends annual event; and, (2) that the chapter 
supports the Ivy Educational and Charitable Foundation, Kid’s Extravaganza, by purchasing an ad in the amount of 
$150.00. A motion was made to accept the recommendations. The motion carried. 
 
Archives: Soror Jo-Carolyn Goode presented the Archives Committee report. The committee saluted, “Pearlific 
Profiles,” honoring Soror Mae Jemison as the “flash-back soror,” who was initiated at the 53

rd
 Boule as an honorary 

member; and, Soror Elnora Flewellen was recognized as the “flash-forward soror.” Soror Flewellen was initiated into 
the Beta Psi Chapter in 1965. No recommendations were presented.  
 
Constitution: Soror Nekeidra Brown presented the Constitution Committee report. The proposed amendments to 
the chapter bylaws were presented at the June 18, 2011 meeting. The amendments were presented and sorors 
were asked to mark their ballots; the ballots were collected by members of the Teller’s Committee; who were 
appointed by Soror Cubit. A motion was made to accept the report as presented; the motion carried. 
 
Connection: Soror Dawn Faye Phillips presented the wrap-up report regarding the voter’s registration event. Soror 
Phillips reported that 23 sorors participated; and, 22 individuals were registered to vote. Soror Dawn Randle 
provided an update regarding the political and legislative forum; previously rescheduled due to an extended special 
session.  The forum will be on held on September 28, 20011, at 6:30 pm, Texas Southern University School of Law. 
A candidate’s forum will be conducted after adjournment of sorority meeting. No recommendations were presented.  
 
Finance: Soror Paulette Frederick submitted the 2012 proposed budget for review. The proposed budget will be 
voted on at the November 2011 sorority meeting. A motion was made to accept the report as presented; the motion 
carried. 
 
Joint Chapter: Soror Pamela Lazard informed sorors of the upcoming joint meetings with Gamma Psi and Omicron 
Gamma chapters, as follows: September 24, 2011, Zuma Fun Center, 10:30 am to 1:00 pm; and, October 15, 
2011,The Power Center, 10:30 am to 1:00 pm. No recommendations were presented. 
 
Leadership Seminar: Soror Marianne Walker presented the 2011 Leadership Seminar, held in Atlanta, GA, July 
13-17, 2011. Soror Walker informed that Alpha Kappa Omega was well represented. Chapter representatives 
attended all workshops and general sessions. Individual written reports were provided in the sorority meeting report 
packet. No recommendations were presented. 
 
Membership: Soror Lillian Bourgeois presented the Membership Committee report. Soror Lillian recognized the 85 
sorors who attended the chapter retreat. All feedback was positive—workshops and general session were 
outstanding. Soror Bourgeois also recognized all sorors who participated in the legacy parade at the June meeting. 
Soror Lillian informed sorors that the membership committee is considering the presentation of chapter passports, 
wherein members can record participation in chapter activities. Sorors were also informed that the chapter retreat 
may be held over a 2-day, overnight period; further details will follow. No recommendations were presented. 
 
Nominating: Soror Bianca Anderson provided the report of the Nominating Committee. All sorors present were 
provided copies of the Election Guidelines and November 2011 Preliminary Ballot. Soror Anderson made note of 
the revised sections of the Guidelines; e.g., “Electronic promotional campaign documentation can be distributed 
electronically under specific guidelines; along with other revisions, as presented in the Guidelines. A motion was 
made to accept the report as presented. During discussion, Soror Cheryl Cash questioned the rationale of the rule 
that restricts a candidate to a one-time distribution of an electronic campaign document. Soror Cubit responded that 
the one-time distribution of a campaign document is not a new rule. The motion carried. 
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Southeast Texas Cluster: Soror Tamara Cubit reminded sorors to “save the date,” October 29, 2011, for cluster 
events; held at Sheraton Houston Brookhollow Hotel; $75 for online registrations only; sorors should contact the 
Pecunius Grammateus for group registration requests. Xi Alpha Omega Chapter is the host chapter. Soror Tamara 
also provided the community service projects in conjunction with the American Heart Association and The Diaper 
Foundation. No recommendations were presented. 
 
Economic Security Initiative: Soror Erica Moore and Soror Allonie Moncriffe presented the wrap-up report of the 
“Black Power Dollar” month competition. Soror Vicki Windham, team captain, and the Southwest Houston team, 
won first place. Team captains and all participants were recognized and thanked for their efforts. All receipts were 
totaled for the month of May; all teams collectively “spent” $4,647.72. No recommendations were presented. 
 
Emerging Young Leaders (“EYL”): Soror Margie Taylor presented the committee report, that included: (1) City of 
Houston Council meeting awarded one (1) $500; and three (3) $100 scholarships to EYL students from Attucks 
Middle School; recognized for writing essays, assigned at the “Pretty Girl Rock” Lock-in, by Councilwoman Jolanda 
Jones; (2) EYL interest forms have been distributed; and, requests for mentors were communicated. Plans are 
underway for future activities: civic engagement, academy/tutorials, Christmas party; EYL retreat; service project; 
regional conference attendance; earth day environmental stewardship project; community-wide forum; and, grade 
evaluation and graduation/year-end events. No recommendations were presented. 
 
Global Poverty Initiative: Soror Clara Cooper encouraged sorors to volunteer to participate in the following, 
upcoming activities: September: National Hunger Awareness—feed the homeless at Bread of Life; October: 
Domestic Violence Month—seed collection project for Haiti; November: Good Nutrition Month—global poverty walk 
at Sam Houston Park; provide Thanksgiving baskets to five (5) families; provide good nutrition tips to the 
community; December: serving Christmas lunch to senior. No recommendations were presented. 
 
Health: Soror Catherine Blackwell-Gore presented committee report included the following updates: Susan G. 
Komen Walk, October 1, 2011, at Sam Houston Park. Sorors were asked to sign up online to donate or walk with 
the chapter team; the chapter will partner with National Kidney Foundation, October 15, 2011, Steps That Count 
Walk, at Discovery Green. Other upcoming events include a health forum; health screenings; Pink Goes Red Day; 
Asthma Awareness Day; the American Cancer Society walks; chapter weight loss challenge. No recommendations 
were presented. 
 
Social Justice and Human Rights: Soror Sahira Abdool presented the report updating sorors of the following 
activities, sponsored by the committee: (1) partnered with Alpha Phi Alpha and Phi Beta Sigma Fraternities to 
participate and collaborate in a Scrapbook Project, that involved over 35 youth at Change Happens for Children of 
Incarcerated Parents; (2) backpack/school supply drive project, in collaboration with the Connections Committee, 
for youth in Foster Care, children/families of incarcerated parents or victims of domestic violence. The drive 
provided 35 backpacks filled with school supplies for youth. The committee partnered with Change Happens for the 
delivery of each backpack; (3) in recognition of domestic violence month in October, the committee will sponsor a 
book signing event featuring Ms. Serita Jakes and her new book “The Crossing,” which addresses the real issue of 
domestic violence and the impact on our society. This special event is by reservation only on Friday, October 14, 
2011 from 5:30-8:00 pm at the African American Library at the Gregory School; (4) a representative from The Body 
Shop provided a brief presentation regarding human trafficking. The committee will partner with this company to 
help educate the membership and address this growing global epidemic. No recommendations were presented. 
 
 

GRADUATE ADVISORS 

 
Gamma Psi Chapter/Omicron Gamma Chapter: Soror Mary Smith Johnson and Soror Pamela provided an 
update regarding the Undergraduate Round-Up, held in Houston, TX August 26-28. 2011, was a great success. 
Over 600 undergraduate sorors attended. Sorors Mary and Pamela recognized and thanked Alpha Kappa Omega 
sorors who provided their invaluable assistance; i.e., Sorors Gwendolyn Brinkley, South Central Regional Director, 
Helen Houston, Angela Williams, Marianne Walker, Bettye Merritte-Williams, Quianna Smith, et al. (Note: Individual 
reports of the Graduate Advisors were included in the committee report packet, provided to all sorors present.) 
Soror were reminded to attend the upcoming Joint Chapter meeting events; sorors were informed to wear chapter 
shirts, AKA paraphernalia, or casual business attire. No recommendations were presented. 
 
Unfinished Business: No unfinished business.  
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New Business: No new business. 
 
Announcements: Soror LaDonna Harris presented the final announcements.  
 
Birthday Recognitions: Soror Dorothy Gabriel recognized all sorors born in the months of August and September. 
Sorors sang happy birthday; each soror was presented a small, token gift.  
 
Tellers’ Committee: Soror Cheryl Johnson, chairman, presented the report of the Teller’s Committee, appointed by 
Basileus Tamara Cubit. The voting results of the proposed amendment of Alpha Kappa Omega Bylaws (Article IV, 
Section 6, first paragraph, page 7), are as follows: voting strength: 250; “yes” votes: 235; “no” votes: 4. The 
amendment passed with the required 2/3 affirmative votes. A motion was made to accept the report of the Tellers’ 
Committee; the motion carried. 
 
Sorority Hymn and Pledge: Sorors sang the sorority hymn, directed/assisted by Soror Mary Butler and Soror 
Clarice Gatlin; accompanied by Soror Ardener Franshaw; and, recited the pledge.  
 

Adjournment: Soror Cubit adjourned the meeting at 12:43 pm.  
 
 
Submitted For Approval By: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact the Grammateus, via email at kyg08@aol.com or call 713.799.8038, by Tuesday, November 

15, 2011, with any suggested corrections. 

Karen Grays, Grammateus Tamara Cubit, Basileus 


