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MINUTES  JUNE 18, 2011 

 

 
 
Soror Tamara Cubit, Basileus, called the June 18, 2011, regular meeting of the Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter, 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, to order at 11:01 am, at The Power Center, 12401 South Post Oak 
Road, Houston, TX 77045.  
 
Adoption of Rules: Soror Rita Roberts presented the rules governing all chapter meetings. A motion was made to 
adopt the rules; the motion carried. Chapter Bylaws may allow a board or committee to meet by teleconference. The 
protocol tip of the day: when addressing the dais, always say “members of the dais; dais guests; or, dais 
participants; do not say “to the dais;” pursuant to the official Alpha Kappa Alpha Protocol Guide. 
 
Approval of Agenda: Soror Cubit requested approval of the agenda as printed. A motion was made to accept the 
agenda, with the noted correction: the Economic Security Initiative Committee is not a part of the Debutante Ball 
Committee report; the motion carried.   
 
Meditation & Prayer: Soror Margie Taylor provided a meditation and prayer.  
 
Update on “Challenged” Sorors: Soror Tamara asked the body to continue to pray for “challenged” sorors and 
their families.  
 
Hostess Committee/Service Project: Soror Michalyn Demaris presented the committee report and thanked 
members of the June hostess committee for their dedication and support. Soror Demaris also introduced the June 
service project and thanked sorors for donating to the school supply drive. 
 
Introduction of Visiting Sorors: Soror Cheryl Mitchell recognized the chapter’s distinguished sorors, and 
welcomed all visiting, transferring and reactivating sorors.  
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 
Approval of Minutes: Soror Karen Grays moved for approval of the Saturday, May 21, 2011, meeting minutes, 
recorded by Soror Karen Aubrey. The motion carried; the minutes were approved.  
 
Finance Report: Soror Paulette Frederick, presented the Monthly Financial Statement for the period ending May 
31, 2011. The report was referred for audit. In addition, Soror Cubit reminded sorors that the South Central 
Regional Conference assessment, in the amount of $150.00, is due by September 30, 2011. Make payments at 
sorority meeting or via U.S. mail; send all payments to Soror Sandra Campbell, Pecunious Grammateus. 
 
 

 
OPERATING ACCOUNT SUMMARY 

 
CURRENT MONTH 

 
YEAR-TO-DATE 

Balance as of May 1, 2011  $119,747.23 Balance as of January 1, 2011  $89,230.99  
Total Income  1598.10 Total Income  135,840.68  
Total Expenses  (12,770.68)  Total Expenses  (116,497.02)  
Balance as of May 31, 2011  $108,574.65 Balance as of May 31, 2011  $108,574.65 
 

STATEMENT OF ASSETS 
Chapter Operations  108,574.65 Savings      19,077.94 
Grants and Self-sustaining                 44,811.43  
Housing  65,248.80 Total Assets  $237,712.82 
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Correspondence Report: Soror LaDonna Harris presented the Correspondence report. The chapter received 
“thank you” cards from: Sorors Gwendolyn Brinkley, Annie Duffield, Melba Henry, Charlene James, Melba 
Moreland, Jonita Reynolds, Glenneice Stewart, families of Soror Ruth Carroll and Soror Willie Dean Floyd; and, 
Texas Children’s Hospital. Additional correspondence was received from The Ensemble Theater, requesting 
support of its 30th Annual Gala. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Executive: Soror Karen Aubrey presented the Executive Committee report, who met at The Power Center on 
Wednesday, June 15, 2011, 6:30 PM, with 18 members present. The committee approved the following action item: 
(1) that the chapter supports The Ensemble Theater’s 30th Annual Gala with a donation of $150.00. A motion was 
made to accept the recommendation; the motion carried. 
 
Archives: Soror Jo-Carolyn Goode presented the “Pearlific Profiles,” by honoring Soror Zatelia Turner, 6th Basileus, 
Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter, as the flash-back soror; and, Soror Betty White, as the flash-forward soror.  
 
Audit: Soror Angela Williams presented the Internal Audit report. The audit team examined records of the following: 
Ticketron Committee (in excellent order); Pecunious Grammateus (in good order); and, Tamiouchos (in excellent 
order) for the year 2010. The audit provides an assessment of the fairness of the chapter’s financial statements and 
the adequacy of its operational procedures. The committee found the records of Alpha Kappa Omega to be in good 
order. The internal controls are strong with few exceptions and compliance to both chapter and sorority procedures. 
Recommendations are as follows: (1) Finance Committee develops a standard procedure for collecting and 
recording miscellaneous money collected; e.g., at sorority meeting; (2) Chairman of a committee should sign the 
voucher in both sections; all sections should be completed; and, (3) The Finance Committee to develop procedures 
for receipting income from Pay Pal account—present procedures conflict with Fiscal Fitness Handbook, pages 6 
and 15, regarding the internal control objectives that state, “to ensure that there is a separation of duties between 
the receipt and disbursement of funds.” A motion was made to accept the recommendations; the motion carried. 
 
Connection: Soror Faye Phillips reminded sorors that the election season is fast approaching. A representative 
from the Harris County Voter’s Registration Office attended sorority meeting and deputized members of the chapter 
who completed the application. In addition, Soror Phillips reported that the committee participated at the Houston 
City Council, Emerging Young Leaders (EYL) Day. The committee is conducting a Legislative Rap-Up on June 23, 
2011, at the Barbara Jordan/Mickey Leland School of Public Affairs, Texas Southern University. In addition, the 
committee conducted a voter’s registration drive on August 6, 2011. Upcoming activities include: local candidate 
forum; 2011 Public Policy Conference, Washington, DC; and, Eye-On-Sunnyside, clean-up project with EYL. 
 
Constitution: Soror Cubit informed sorors of the existence of a noted conflict within the chapter bylaws. The 
proposed amendment is a matter of procedure to align the chapter bylaws with the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Inc., Constitution & Bylaws. Soror Rita Roberts presented the proposed bylaw amendment to the Alpha Kappa 
Omega Chapter Bylaw, Article IV, Section 6, first paragraph, page 7. A motion was made to vote on the proposed 
amendments at the September 17, 2011 sorority meeting; the motion carried. 
 
Debutante Ball: Soror Dorothy Booker provided the committee report. Soror Cubit recognized Soror Booker and 
the committee for their hard work. All twenty-two (22) Debutantes were in attendance and were introduced to the 
chapter. The chapter was reminded to purchase tickets and attend this year’s event. Members of the committee 
were recognized; a special thank you was extended to Soror Nikita Harmon and Soror Anita Wallace. 
 
Economic Security Initiative: Soror Allonie Moncriffe reminded sorors of the “Black Power Dollar Days” 
competition. Team captions were reminded to turn in all receipts. The vendor fair, “Bringing in the Green” was 
presented at this sorority meeting; sorors were requested to visit and support our “soror” vendors. 
 
Emerging Young Leaders (“EYL”): Soror Margie Taylor informed the chapter that the EYL participants were 
invited by Council Member Jolanda Jones, to attend and receive a proclamation by the Mayor for the chapter’s 
outstanding work with the EYL group. Student, Dominique Bibbs won the essay contest; she will receive $500; three 
other students will receive $50 for their efforts. The committee also participated in the 8th grade graduation activities.  
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Health Initiative: Soror Patricia Sibley presented the Health Initiative committee wrap-up report. The committee 
partnered with 20 vendors at the Asthma Awareness & Education Forum; participated in the March for Babies Walk; 
discussed partnership with American Cancer Society event in October 2011; and, planning a caregiver’s focus 
group or forum.  
 
High School Leadership: Soror Kim Topps presented a recap of previous activities, as follows: Global Youth 
Service Day/Community Fundraiser at Mimi’s Café; proceeds will benefit the HSLD global water well project; 
participated in the EYL 8th grade graduation; presented “goodie” bags to each young lady. All eight students signed 
up to participate in the HSLD, as they enter various high schools. Upcoming activities include: back to school 
retreat; scholarship/financial aid workshop college fair; IEACF generation’s day; and, career day. 
 
Hostess: Soror Sheri Cole discussed the expectations of the hostess committee; and how efforts are coordinated 
with the administrative, courtesy, decoration and hospitality committees. Soror Cole also discussed the committee 
member’s duties and responsibilities. 
 
Membership: Soror Lillian Bourgeois provided an update of the chapter retreat, to be held on June 25, 2011, at the 
Houston Community College Southeast campus. Workshop topics will include: parliamentary procedures, financial 
operations, conflict resolutions, campaigning with class, MIP process/letter writing, and, “Are You Really an Active 
Soror?” Attendance is limited to financial chapter members. Today’s second annual legacy parade is sponsored by 
this committee. 
 
Nominating: Soror Bianca Anderson presented the committee report. In preparation of the upcoming chapter 
elections, the committee is accepting names of sorors who are willing to serve in chapter leadership positions. 
Consider sorors who are ready to serve and who meet the qualifications of the position. The preliminary ballot will 
be presented at the September 2011 meeting.  
 
Senior Citizens: Soror Beverly Dancer informed the chapter that the committee sponsored the attendance of 
seniors at the Dancing in the Streets, Motown Review on May 28, 2011, at Miller Outdoor Theater. The committee 
also provided refreshments to attendees. A special “thank you” was extended to Soror Genevieve Rousseve for 
securing the event tickets; and Soror Pam Lazard and Omicron Gamma sorors for assembly and distributing snacks 
and refreshments. 
 
Unfinished Business: No unfinished business.  
 
New Business: Soror Cubit read into the record a letter received from the Supreme Basileus, Soror Carolyn 
House-Stewart, informing chapters of the current status of the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) notice of alleged 
failures to file the required group returns over a three-year period. The national office is aware of this matter and is 
working with the IRS toward a resolution. Soror Cubit reiterated that Alpha Kappa Omega, Gamma Psi, Omicron 
Gamma, and Epsilon Lambda Chapters each received the letter in question. Soror Cubit confirmed that all of the 
above-referenced chapters filed all required IRS forms in a timely manner; proof of filing documentation is available. 
Soror Cubit will inform the executive committee and chapter of any and all forthcoming updates regarding this 
concern. 
 
Graduate Advisor: Soror Pamela Lazard presented the report of the Omicron Gamma Chapter, University of 
Houston-Downtown. A special thanks to the chapter Charter members; Soror Tamara Cubit, and members of the 
Graduate Advisor’s Council. Soror Lazard introduced the newly initiated Omicron Gamma sorors; who made a 
special presentation to the chapter. Also, Soror Lazard thanked Soror Gwendolyn Brinkley for her support. 
 
Announcements: Soror LaDonna Harris presented the final announcements.  
 
Legacy Parade: Soror Courtney Brown introduced the second annual “grand” legacy parade of chapter mothers, 
daughters, sisters, cousins, grandmothers, granddaughters, aunts, et al. Approximately 100 or more sorors 
participated; all unanimously recited the “Legacy Creed.” 
 
Birthday Recognitions: Soror Le’Andra Demaris recognized all sorors born in the month of June and July. Sorors 
sang happy birthday; each soror was presented a token gift.  
 
Sorority Hymn and Pledge: Sorors sang the sorority hymn, lead by Soror Clarice Gatlin, accompanied by Soror 
Ardena Frenshaw; and, recited the pledge. Soror Cubit requested that the Philacter guard the doors. 
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Adjournment: Soror Cubit called for a motion to adjourn, the meeting adjourned at 12:45 pm. 
 
 
Submitted For Approval By: 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact the Grammateus via email at kyg08@aol.com or call 713.799.8038, by Tuesday, September 13, 
2011, with any suggested corrections. 

Karen Grays, Grammateus Tamara Cubit, Basileus 


