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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 

Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter 

Minutes of the January 17, 2009 Meeting 
 

 
The Basileus, Soror Tamara Cubit, called the January 17, 2009 meeting of Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter, Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. to order at 11:00 a.m. at the Power Center, 12401 S. Post Oak Road, Houston, Texas 
77045.  Soror Rita Roberts presented the rules governing the chapter meeting. A motion was made to accept the 
agenda as printed, the motion carried.   

Meditation/Prayer:  Soror LaShonda Pigott provided the meditation and prayer. 

Update on “Challenged” Sorors:  Soror Cubit asked the body to please keep these sorors and their families in our 
prayers: Shirley Brewster, Barbara Roberts, LaTanya Lavine, and Annie Brew.  Soror Gervasia Anglin was present 
and expressed thanks for the prayers provided during her illness; also Soror Alta Williams was welcomed back.  
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Soror Pamela Lazard presented the Financial Report for the period ending December 31, 
2008.  The report was referred to audit.  Soror Cheryl Taylor stated that the finance committee voted to move half 
of the funds from the certificate of deposit in savings account to the housing account which would increase the 
balance of the housing account from $20,075.25 to approximately $30,000.  Soror Pamela Lazard explained that the 
certificate of deposit has not matured thus could not be moved, but is ear marked for housing.  
 

Introduction of Hostess Committee/Service Project:  Soror Ivy Ricketts recognized the hostess committee and 
presented the service project for the month of January.  Sorors were asked to give two dollars to be donated to the 
Alzheimer’s Association.   

Introduction of Visiting Sorors:  Soror Rhonda Richardson recognized the distinguished guests, visiting, 
transferring and reactivating sorors.   

Approval of Minutes:  Soror LaDonna Harris moved for the approval of the December 2008 minutes.  The motion 
carried, the minutes were accepted.  
 

Current Month      Year-To-Date 
Acct. Bal. as of Dec. 1, 2008 $ 121,943.23  Acct. Bal. as of January. 1, 2008     $   46,362.47 
Total Income   $   31,086.17  Total Income                $ 411.484.00 
Total Expenses   $   44,645.39  Total Expenses                $ 349,462.46 
Acct. Bal. as of Dec. 31, 2008         $ 108,384.01  Acct. Bal. as of Dec. 31, 2008         $  108,384.01 

 

Correspondence:  Soror Edwina Johnson presented the correspondence.   Thank you cards were received from 
Sorors Elnora Flewellen, Maxine Hammond Smith, and Clarice Lowe.  Season’s greetings were received from 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Educational Advancement Foundation; the Centennial Membership Committee and South 
Central’s Regional Representative, Morgan Gaskin; and the Supreme Grammateus, Dorothy Buchanan Wilson. 
Invitations were received from the Houston Area Urban League Guild to their Masquerade Ball on Saturday, 
February 7, 2009 and Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity’s Red and White Ball on Saturday, February 14, 2009.  

Committee Reports 

Executive:  Soror Jo-Carolyn Goode presented the report of the Executive Committee, which met at the Power 
Center on Wednesday, January 14, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. The executive committee had the following recommendation 
for action:  the chapter purchases a full page ad at the cost of $125.00 in support of Xi Alpha Omega’s Educational 
and Charitable Foundation’s Educators Ball on March 12, 2009.  Soror Tamara Cubit moved for acceptance of the 
recommendation.  The motion carried and recommendation was approved.  
 
 

AKA-nomics (Surviving Unemployment):  Soror Sandra Campbell stated that the Economic Development 
Committee will continue to present AKA-nomics for the year 2009, as well as feature an AKA-nomics corner in the 
chapter newsletter.  Soror Campbell introduced members of the committee who presented information on surviving 
unemployment.  The committee presented the twelve R’s of unemployment.   
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African-American History:  Soror Clardina Hopes presented the African-American History committee report. 
Soror Hopes highlighted the committee’s activities for the month of February, which included attendance to the 
“Eyes of Third Ward” photo exhibit on Sunday, February 8, 2009 at the Houston Museum of Fine Arts.   She also 
asked for the support of 25 sorors in volunteering to be readers for the Black History Reading Project at Tina E. 
Whidby Elementary on February 6, 2009. The school is located at 7625 Springhill, Houston, TX 77021. Finally, the 
committee will display a “Barack Obama in the Media” exhibit at the February sorority meeting. Soror Hopes 
moved for acceptance of the report.  The motion carried and the report was accepted.  
 

Constitution:  Soror Cubit read a letter from the Supreme Parliamentarian, Soror Freddie Groomes-McLendon 
stating that the National Constitution Committee is requiring that each chapter spend fifteen minutes during the 
January sorority meeting discussing the sorority’s grade point average requirement and report the findings to the 
regional director.  Soror Cubit indicated that the findings from the survey and discussion will be compiled and 
presented at the February sorority meeting.  Soror Rita Roberts explained that each table should have a packet that 
contains a green facilitator sheet and ten survey sheets. Sorors were given fifteen minutes to discuss the following:  

• Is the language used in the Preamble “high scholastic standards,” in conflict with the C+ average outlined in 
the Constitution and Bylaws? If there is a conflict, how can it be fixed? 

• What would you consider an attainable GPA that would be commensurate with “high scholastic standards” 
without penalizing students? What letter GPA would you recommend? 

• Were you initiated with a C+ or were you initiated with higher than a C+? 
Soror Roberts reiterated that the constitution committee will compile the results and submit them to the regional 
director as well as present the results to the chapter.         
 
Founders’ Day:  Soror Thearodesia Williams presented the Founders Day Committee report.  Soror Williams gave 
an update on the Houston Metropolitan Area Chapters Founders’ Day Observance.  Founders’ Day will be held on 
Saturday, January 31, 2009 at the Power Center. The rededication ceremony will begin at 10:30 and the Founders’ 
Day program will begin at 11:30.  Alpha Kappa Omega and Beta Psi Omega will coordinate rededication.  The 
Eighteenth Supreme Basileus, Mattelia B. Grays and the Twenty-First Supreme Basileus, Faye B. Bryant will serve 
as the leaders for rededication.  The keynote speakers for the event are Soror Gwendolyn J. Brinkley, Twenty Third 
South Central Regional Director, Mia Wright, Co-pastor of the Fountain of Praise, and Roshonda Tate Billingsley, 
accomplished author.  There is no special color that should be worn but all attire must be business and no soror 
wearing pants will be allowed to participate in rededication.  The tickets are $35.00 for graduates and $25.00 for 
undergraduates. All tickets must be purchased in advance. No tickets will be sold the day of the event.  Soror 
Tamara Cubit explained that all attire must be business and hats should not worn, pants may be worn but if a soror 
wears pants she will not be allowed to take part in rededication.  Soror Williams moved for acceptance of the report.  
The motion carried, the report was accepted.   
   
Kids’ Extravaganza:  Soror Tiffany Green informed the chapter that the Ivy Educational and Charitable 
Foundation of Houston will be hosting the Kids’ Extravaganza on Sunday, March 1, 2009 at the Third Ward Multi-
Purpose Center at 3:00 p.m.  The theme for this year’s Kids’ Extravaganza is “When Art Meets Fashion.” Currently, 
there are fifteen participants that have completed the registration fee and application.  The committee’s goal is to 
have twenty-five participants. Soror Green encouraged sorors to see her or Soror Yavaunda White to register 
participants; she mentioned that ads will be sold for the souvenir booklet.  Soror Green also requested the support of 
sorors in identifying and securing children’s apparel vendors.  The vendor booth fee is $ 50.00.  The tickets for the 
Kids’ Extravaganza are $10.00 and children under five get in free, tickets are on sale with ticketron. 
 
Fashion Show: Soror Tracey Warner presented an update on the Ivy Educational and Charitable Foundation of 
Houston’s twenty-eighth annual scholarship luncheon and fashion show.  The theme for the show is “Changing 
Trends in Fashion-Yes We Can”. The luncheon will be held on Sunday, April 5, 2009 at the Hilton Americas Hotel 
at 2:00 p.m.  The proposed honorary chairs are Dr. Mae Jemison and Mrs. Cheryl Michaels, Vice President of 
Communications at Center Point Energy.  Sign up sheets were made available for any soror interested in working 
on sub committees. The fashion coordinators will be distributing information for volunteers to assist back stage.  
Soror Warner moved for acceptance of the report.  The motion carried, the report was accepted.  
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Graduate Advisor’s Reports:  
 
Gamma Psi:  Soror Mary Smith Johnson informed the chapter that Gamma Psi worked with Exclusive Furniture to 
donate bunk beds, food clothing and toys to a family of five in the Cuney Homes. She also stated that the 2009 
calendar of events was under construction. Upon finalizing the calendar the events will be shared with the chapter.  
Soror Johnson mentioned that she is in need of sorors to work with the chapter and sorors could contact her, Soror 
Clardina Hopes, or Soror Chantay Morris for qualifications. She expressed that she looked forward to serving as 
graduate advisor for the upcoming year. Soror Johnson moved for acceptance of the report. The motion carried, the 
report was accepted.  
 
Epsilon Lambda: Soror Glenniece Stewart stated that the 2009 AKA week activities and program titles for Epsilon 
Lambda have been published and included in the packet.  Soror Stewart informed the chapter that AKA week will 
be held February 8-14, 2009 on the campus of the University of Houston.  She also indicated that in the packet is a 
listings of the chapter’s major programs including “Mr. Pink and Green,” which will be held in April and “A 
Tribute to a Black Man,” which is in March.  Included in the packet was a protocol reminder regarding graduate 
sorors involvement with undergraduate sorors.  Soror Glenniece made note that if any soror is interested in 
participating with the University of Houston to please contact her using the information in the chapter directory.   
Soror Stewart moved for acceptance of the report.  The motion carried, the report was accepted.  
 
Omicron Gamma:  Soror LaShonda Willis stated that a copy of Omicron Gamma’s events was in the packet.  She 
shared with the chapter that she is excited to serve as graduate advisor, and is proud to be the first Omicron Gamma 
initiate to hold the position of graduate advisor. Soror Willis mentioned that Founders’ Day tickets were purchased 
for all charter members of the chapter and will be distributed respectively. Soror Willis moved for acceptance of the 
report.  The motion carried, the report was accepted.  
 
Unfinished Business: There was no unfinished business.  
 
New Business:  Soror Regina Carrington asked that all past chapter Basilei stand as she presented a Bible to Soror 
Tamara on behalf of the membership of Alpha Kappa Omega. 
 
Announcements: Soror Edwina Johnson provided the following announcements:   
 
All 2007-2008 committee chairs are requested to submit any documentation (including agendas and sign in sheets) 
or photographs from events to Sheri Cole, Reporter to the Ivy Leaf for the 2009 Regional Conference scrapbooks. 
  
The February hostess committee is asking sorors to wear African attire for the February sorority meeting.  A fashion 
show will be held and prizes will be awarded to the best three outfits.  The service project for February is donating 
to the Men’s Warehouse National Suit Drive.  Sorors are asked to donate gently used suits.  
  
The AKA chorale will be holding Founders’ Day rehearsal on Monday, January 19, 2009 and Monday, January 26, 
2009 from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at the Power Center.  Please see Soror Ardener Franshaw for additional 
information. 
  
Soror Tamara Cubit stated that she has talked to Soror Aleice Conley and she is fine, but will be having surgery on 
Monday, January 20 at Spring Branch Hospital.  
 
Soror Melba Henry asked if the membership would wear pearls on Tuesday, January 21 in honor of Michelle 
Obama.   
 
Birthday Recognitions:  Soror Khalirmah Shakir recognized all Sorors born in the month of January.  Each Soror 
was presented with a small gift.   
 
Sorority Hymn and Pledge:  Sorors enthusiastically sung the hymn and recited the pledge.   
.   
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Adjourn:  Soror Cubit adjourned the meeting at 12:24 p.m.   
 
 
Submitted by: 
 

    
             
Staci Taylor Fullmighter, Grammateus   Tamara Cubit, Basileus 

Please e-mail: staci_fullmighter@yahoo.com or call 713-471-4706 before Wednesday, February 18, 2009 with any 
corrections. 

 

 

 

 


