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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 

Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter 
Minutes of the March 21, 2009 Meeting 

 

 
The Basileus, Soror Tamara Cubit, called the March 21, 2009 meeting of Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter, 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. to order at 11:01 a.m. at the Power Center, 12401 S. Post Oak Road, 
Houston, Texas 77045.  A motion was made to accept the agenda as printed, the motion carried.  Soror 
Rita Roberts reminded Sorors of the rules governing all chapter meetings.  

Meditation/Prayer:  Soror Janice Warner provided the meditation and prayer. 

Update on “Challenged” Sorors:  Soror Cubit asked the body to please keep these Sorors and their 
families in our prayers: Rosa Rush, Cheryl McNair, Angela Gobert Conway, Yolanda Murdock, Regina 
Carrington, Shirley Brewster, Aleice Conley, and Jamila Boozer. 
 

Introduction of Hostess Committee/Service Project:  Soror Vickie Windham recognized the hostess 
committee and presented the service project for the month of March.   Sorors volunteered Saturday, 
March 7 with The Houston Area Women’s Center for their 5K Race.  
 
Introduction of Visiting Sorors:  Soror Rhonda Richardson recognized the distinguished guests. 
 

Approval of Minutes:  Soror Staci Taylor Fullmighter moved for the approval of the February 2009 
minutes with the following correction: the AIDS walk was held on Sunday, March 15.  The motion carried, 
the minutes were accepted.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Soror Yavaunda White presented the Financial Report for the period ending 
February 28, 2009.  The report was referred to audit.   
 
Current Month      Year-To-Date 
Acct. Bal. as of Feb. 1, 2009      $141,169.08  Acct. Bal. as of Jan. 1, 2009        $ 108,384.01 
Total Income              $   38,275.71  Total Income                $ 120,617.66 
Total Expenses              $   24,015.32  Total Expenses                $   73,572.60 
Acct. Bal. as of Feb. 28, 2009    $ 155,429.07  Acct. Bal. as of Feb. 28, 2009      $ 155,429.07  

 

Correspondence:  Soror Karen Grays presented the correspondence.  The chapter received a copy of 
the South Central Regional Director’s Newsletter. Thank you cards were acknowledged from the 
following sorors: Helen Eagleton, Paulette Eagleton, Veronica Sabatier, Qiyamah Taylor, Lucy 
Anderson, Shonthenia Edwards, Julia Holland, Billie Johnson, and Mary Butler.  Soror Grays also 
announced that the Regional Conference registration deadline is extended until March 27 and late 
registration remaines the same, which is March 31.  She stated that the Wednesday bus to Little Rock, 
Arkansas for Regional Conference had been cancelled; however two buses are available for departure 
on Thursday, May 14 and returning on Sunday, May 17 at a cost of $106.76, due by the April sorority 
meeting.  Contact Soror Melba Henry for more information.  

Committee Reports 

Executive:  Soror Jo Carolyn Goode presented the report of the Executive Committee, which met at the 
Power Center on Wednesday, March 18, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. The Executive committee had the following 
recommendation for action:  that the chapter takes $175.00 from the contingencies line in the budget to 
purchase a full-page ad for $250.00 in support of the 30th Anniversary, Missouri City Chapter, The Links, 
Inc.  The recommendation carried. 
 
80th Anniversary (Wrap-Up):  Soror Karen Grays presented the 80th Anniversary Committee wrap-up 
report.  She shared the following event highlights: 1) the commemoration of Alpha Kappa Omega’s 80 
years of existence;   2) honoring past Basilei for their commitment and dedication; 3) a committee wrap-
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up meeting sponsored by a donor to reward the committee for their hard work; 4) successful use of the 
“pay pal” system to increase ticket sales; 5) the collection of $5,000 of in-kind donations; 6) 
reimbursement of $1,000 to chapter for seed money; 7) exceeded ticket sales by $7,000.00 and souvenir 
journal ad sales by $5,000.00;  8) achieved a net profit of $6,115.44.  Soror Grays indicated that the 
committee recommendations are as follows: 1) that the chapter approaches the Ivy Educational and 
Charitable Foundation of Houston, Inc., regarding creating a scientific and health-related issues 
component; 2) that an ad hoc committee be created to further the efforts of the ESP Sickle Cell project; 
3) that the historical exhibits be preserved for use at future Alpha Kappa Omega events; and 4) that the 
net profit of $6,115.44 be donated to Texas Children’s Cancer Center. Soror Grays made a motion to 
accept the report from the 80th Anniversary Committee, the motion carried.   
   
First Responders: Platform III (Wrap Up):  Soror Beverly Marlin presented the report from the First 
Responders Committee.  The committee partnered with Houston Independent School District’s Ryan 
Middle School, Houston Police Department, Texas Southern University Police Department, and the 
American Red Cross for the First Responders training. There were sixty-eight registered participants, 
nine faculty and staff members, twenty four students, and sorors that were certified in CPR/AED.  Soror 
Marlin expressed thanks to the committee and acknowledged sorors that donated items for the 
participants’ breakfast.  Soror Marlin made a motion to accept the report from the First Responders 
Committee, the motion carried.  
 
Health & Human Services: Platform V – AIDS Walk (Wrap Up): Soror Camilla Jackson presented the 
Health and Human Services Committee report.  She indicated that the Susan G. Komen Walk is 
scheduled for Saturday, October 3, 2009.  Soror Jackson thanked sorors for supporting the Teen Summit 
held on Saturday, March 7 at Wheatley High School.  Soror Jackson informed the chapter of the 
committee’s upcoming events: the Relay for Life Walk on April 17 at 7:00 p.m. at Rice University and the 
March of Dimes Walk on Sunday, April 26 at Roberson Stadium. Soror Sandra Wiley reported that the 
AIDS walk was well attended and sorors raised $1,900.00.  She recognized Soror Dena Ford for raising 
35% of the funds.  Soror Jackson made a motion to accept the report from the Health and Human 
Services Committee, the motion carried.   
 
Non-Traditional Entrepreneur: Platform I: Soror Cheryl Taylor presented the report from the Non-
Traditional Entrepreneur Committee.  The committee will be hosting “Pink Fridays,” a power networking 
opportunity that will provide access and exposure for our chapter’s entrepreneurs, as well as resources 
for those interested in becoming entrepreneurs. Soror Taylor shared that the first “Pink Friday” will be 
held on Friday, April 24 at Riverside Terrance Café located at 2515 Riverside Drive from 6:00 p.m. until 
8:00 p.m.  Soror Taylor made a motion to accept the report from the Non-Traditional Entrepreneur 
Committee, the motion carried. 
 
Program Planning Committee: Soror LaDonna Harris presented the Program Planning Committee 
report. She stated that the committee chairmen and members of the executive committee were in 
attendance at the Program Planning meeting.  They reviewed the national platforms; discussed the 
duties and responsibilities of committee chairmen and co-chairmen; and conducted a round-table 
discussion on ways the national platforms can be implemented.  Soror Harris thanked sorors Chantay 
Morris, Taherra Shelton, and Quiana Smith for serving as hostesses at the committee meeting.  She also 
encouraged all sorors to become actively involved on a chapter committee.  Soror Harris made a motion 
to accept the report from the Program Planning Committee, the motion carried.  
 
Fashion Show:  Soror Tracey Warner, Chairman of the IEACF Scholarship Luncheon and Fashion 
Show provided information regarding the upcoming show.  The theme for this year’s show is “Changing 
Trends in Fashion: Yes We Can!” She encouraged sorors to purchase tickets to the luncheon as well as 
raffle tickets. The committee will be featured on Channel Two and Outlook Houston on Sunday, March 
22.  They will also have a public service announcement on Great Day Houston on Friday, March 27.  
Soror Joyce Warner presented the names of the honorary chairs, Dr. Mae Jemison, and Sharon Owens.  
She also informed the chapter of the honorees. 
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Graduate Advisors’ Reports:  
 
Gamma Psi:  Soror Mary Smith Johnson noted that Gamma Psi is currently on Spring Break.  The sorors 
have worked diligently during the month on several service projects including a young men’s seminar at 
the WALIPP School.  She also highlighted the chapter’s “Out of the Red into the Pink” Entrepreneur 
Workshop which had two hundred Texas Southern University students in attendance.  Soror Johnson 
indicated Gamma Psi is in the final stages of completing award entries for regional conference.  She also 
encouraged sorors that met the requirements of being out of college for five years and being a member 
of Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter for two years to participate as mentors.    
 
Epsilon Lambda: Soror Glenniece Stewart indicated that the Sorors of Epsilon Lambda hosted the 
“Tribute to a Black Man” event and there were over two hundred people in attendance.  Sorors will host 
the Mr. Pink and Green Scholarship Pageant, on Sunday, April 19, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the University of 
Houston.  Soror Stewart mentioned that the chapter is preparing for its fortieth anniversary and 
information regarding the anniversary can be accessed at uhaka_reunion@yahoo.com.  Soror Stewart 
also mentioned that she is looking for qualified mentors.  
 
Omicron Gamma:  Soror LaShonda Willis commented that Sorors of Omicron Gamma have completed 
their scrapbooks for the 2009 Regional Conference.  The chapter attended the University of Houston 
Downtown Main Event Gala.  The young ladies are also in the process of preparing for a children’s book 
drive to be held during the month of April.  Soror Tamara Cubit mentioned that the Omicron Gamma 
chapter will be reevaluated by the Heritage Committee and Alpha Kappa Omega may have to help 
support the expenses for the evaluation, additional details will be made available. 
 
Unfinished Business:  Supreme Basileus, Barbara A. McKinize provided the findings of the 
investigation into the South Central Regional Director’s Office.  She asked sorors to review the 
Constitution and Bylaws and reminded sorors that every member took an oath to Alpha Kappa Alpha.  
The oath calls for sorors to perpetuate the organization and not to operate in division.  Soror McKinize 
explained that the document that was circulated is used to communicate between the corporate office, 
membership department and the regional director’s office.  After researching the allegation, it became 
apparent that the issue was not about Alpha Kappa Alpha, but individuals.  The investigation team 
shared that per their research, the document did come from the regional director’s office.  Additionally, 
issues in the regional director’s office and the structure and operation of the chapter may have 
contributed to the incident.  Since a new Basileus was beginning her term, she was charged with coming 
up with strategies that would create unity within the chapter. The investigation findings were also shared 
with the Regional Director and she received them well.  As one of the largest chapters in Alpha Kappa 
Alpha, there are many resources within Alpha Kappa Omega and those resources should be used to help 
the regional director as a member of Alpha Kappa Omega. The investigation did reveal that there was a 
breach in her office and changes have been made to avoid something like this happening in the future.  
Soror McKinize entertained questions.  Soror Mary Collins asked if there was a stipulation that Basilei 
had to have a membership intake during their tenure of service. Soror McKinize responded that there is 
no such rule.  She indicated that the membership intake process has been revised and additional 
information will be available at the regional conference.  Soror Evelyn Thornton asked what resources 
are recommended to support the Regional Director.  Soror McKinize responded that the utilization of 
sorors that have served on the national level as well as help from sorors with administrative skills would 
be beneficial to her office.  Soror Terena Molo asked specific steps that had been taken to avoid a breach 
of confidential information in the future.  Soror McKinize replied that the new process is designed for 
confidential information only to be communicated between the corporate office and the regional director’s 
office.  She also indicated that if there is a breach it will be taken very seriously. 
 
New Business:  Soror Darlene Johnson mentioned that the Relay for Life on the Chapter Calendar date 
is incorrect; the correct date is Friday, April 17.  
 

Announcements:  Soror Karen Grays read the following announcements:  Third Annual Lemonade Day 
is Sunday, May 3, registration forms are available; the Houston Chapter of Links is sponsoring its 
Scholarship Gala Saturday, April 4, 2009 from 8:00 p.m. until 12:00 a.m. at the Court Yard at St. James 
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Place. See Jackie Alton, Diedra Fontaine, or Mercedes Terry for more information; the 2009 chapter 
directory is scheduled to be distributed at the April Sorority Meeting. See Janice Warner for data forms; 
YES Prep Community Engagement Breakfast will be Thursday, March 26 at the YES Prep Northeast 
location; the Ida B. Wells Scholarship Tea will be held on Tuesday, April 14 at 2:00 p.m. at the Texas 
Southern University museum.   
 
Birthday Recognitions:  Soror Mary Williams recognized all sorors born in the month of March.  Each 
soror was presented with a small gift.   
 
Adjourn:  Soror Cubit adjourned the meeting at 12:52 p.m. 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 

    
_______________________________  _____________________________ 
Staci Taylor Fullmighter, Grammateus  Tamara Cubit, Basileus 

 

Please e-mail: staci_fullmighter@yahoo.com or call 713-471-4706 before Wednesday, April 15, 2009, 
with any corrections. 


