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ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INCORPORATED 
ALPHA KAPPA OMEGA CHAPTER 

MINUTES OF THE November 21, 2009 MEETING 
 
 
The Basileus, Soror Tamara Cubit, called the November 21, 2009, meeting of Alpha Kappa Omega 
Chapter, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. to order at 11:00 a.m. at the Power Center, 12401 S. Post Oak 
Road, Houston, Texas 77045.  A motion was made to accept the agenda as printed, the motion carried.  
Soror Rita Roberts reminded sorors of the rules governing all chapter meetings. 

Meditation/Prayer:  Soror Beverly Maddox provided the meditation and prayer. 

Update on “Challenged” Sorors:  Soror Cubit asked the body to please keep these Sorors and their 
families in our prayers: Marsha and Barbara Penn, Mamie Dell Terry, Faye Phillips, and Valencia 
Williams. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Soror Yavaunda White presented the Financial Report for the period ending 
October 31, 2009.  The report was referred to audit. 
 
Current Month      Year-To-Date 
Acct. Bal. as of Oct. 1, 2009         $     89,441.67  Acct. Bal. as of Jan. 1, 2009            $     108,384.01 
Total Income               $       1,481.70  Total Income                    $     161,349.90 
Total Expenses                $     10,291.93  Total Expenses                    $     189,102.47 
Acct. Bal. as of Oct. 31, 2009       $     80,631.44  Acct. Bal. as of Jan. 31, 2009          $       80,631.44 
 
Introduction of Hostess Committee/Service Project:  Soror Shirlette Milton recognized the hostess 
committee and Soror Donna Miles presented the service project for the month of November; Santa at the 
Ensemble Theatre. 
 
Introduction of Visiting Sorors:  Soror Rhonda Richardson recognized the distinguished guests, 
visiting, transferring and reactivating Sorors. 

Approval of Minutes:  Soror Staci Taylor Fullmighter moved for the approval of the September 19, 2009, 
minutes.  The motion carried, the minutes were accepted. 

Correspondence:  Soror Karen Grays presented the correspondence.  Thank you cards were received 
from the following sorors: Katherine Brown, Nicole Motal, Sydna Paul, Vada Kyle Homles, Keisha Glover, 
Evelyn B. Thornton, Quiana Smith, Sandrina James, Terrie Tillman, Jackie Columbus, Gala Fary, Dina 
Williams, Gwendolyn Hampton, and Andrea Bonner.  The chapter also received a thank you letter from 
Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure Houston.  Target Hunger acknowledged the chapter for a donation of 
$316.00 and 275 pounds of nonperishable foods.  Families Under Urban Attack and the Julia C. Hester 
House thanked the chapter for supporting their organizations through volunteering.  Gwendolyn J. 
Brinkley, South Central Regional Director, sent the chapter a copy of the “South Central Reporter” 
Newsletter, Fall 2009 Edition. The chapter was extended an invitation to the “Jazzy Blue Christmas with 
Zeta”, hosted by the Lambda Zeta Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated, on December 19, 
2009 at 8:00 p.m. The Kinkaid School extended an invitation to their Fall Open House on October 18, 

2009; from 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.  The Friends of Wiley will be hosting a Scholarship Gala, December 
5, 2009 at Grooves Restaurant from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.; contact Lillie Lacy for additional details. 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated, North Harris County Alumnae Chapter, will hold its Fall 
fundraiser on November 6, 2009. The Houston Pan-Hellenic Council is sponsoring “Breakfast with Santa” 
at the Blue Triangle Multi-Purpose Center on Saturday, December 5th from 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m.  
They will also hold their annual Christmas meeting on December 14,, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. 

Committee Reports 
Executive:   Soror Jo Carolyn Goode presented the report of the Executive Committee, which met at the 
Power Center on Wednesday, November 18, 2009, at 6:30 p.m. The Executive Committee had the 
following recommendation for action:  (1) that the chapter reimburses Sorors Darlene Johnson, Deneen 
Ford, and Ruby Moseley $13.00 each for paying the chapter’s portion of National Pan-Hellenic Council’s 
“Brick Paver” Program for the Buffalo Soldiers Museum.  Soror Cubit made a motion to accept the 
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recommendation, the motion carried. 
 
Soror Tamara Cubit called the chapter’s attention to the 2010 Chapter Officers Ballot. She pointed out 
that there was not a graduate advisor for Epsilon Lambda on the ballot due to the Regional Director’s 
correspondence received on October 20th indicating, “as a result of a fact finding investigation of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, there is evidence that the majority of the chapter members of 
Epsilon Lambda Chapter participated in physical and mental hazing prior to and during MIP, which was 
held on April 3-5, 2009. The sanction for this violation is suspension for a period not less than twelve 
months and no more than five years. I am recommending that Epsilon Lambda Chapter be suspended for 
five years beginning October 20, 2009 through October 20, 2014.  The chapter has the right to exercise 
the appeal process in accordance with the 2009 Constitution and Bylaws, Article 4; Section 15; page 46.”  
Soror Tamara informed the chapter that twenty-nine sorors were suspended for two years, four had their 
privileges restored and two, that are suspended, will be recommended for expulsion at the 2010 Boule in 
St. Louis Missouri. She stated that the Executive Committee will discuss the appeals process.  
Additionally, on Wednesday, November 18th a representative from the University of Houston contacted 
Soror Cubit and informed her that five members that are currently suspended were participating in illegal 
activities.  Subsequently, on Thursday, November 19th the Regional Director, Soror Gwendolyn J. 
Brinkley contacted Soror Cubit and informed her that Supreme Basileus, Barbara A. McKenzie received 
information indicating that inappropriate activity was occurring at the University of Houston. Upon 
receiving written details from the University of Houston regarding the nature of the activity, the 
information will be reviewed and considered as part of the appeals process.  Soror Faye Bryant inquired 
as to what was the specific time frame for the appeal to be submitted.  Soror Cubit shared that sixty days 
from the date of the correspondence is December 19th. She further indicated that the Executive 
Committee will have a short time window to appeal however; they will work to get it done. Soror Bryant 
stated that due to the short time frame that we cannot wait to receive the information from the University 
to submit the appeal. She also indicated that the University suspended the sorors for a semester.  In 
addition Soror Bryant stated, “five years appears to be excessive”. Soror Glenniece Stewart shared she 
understood that the school’s sanctions were Epsilon Lambda be suspended for the Fall and Spring 
semester, participate in a hazing awareness training and conduct an anti-hazing program. Soror Stewart 
also mentioned that the appeal does not have to be compiled by the Executive Committee, and if there 
are members of the chapter interested in assisting the Epsilon Lambda Graduate Advisors Council in 
appealing the Regional Directors decision; please contact her via phone or e-mail. Soror Tamara 
informed the chapter that the appeal should come from the Basileus and if sorors are interested, they 
should contact her. Soror Marva Adams acknowledged the importance of separating the young ladies 
involved in hazing from the chapter, but she did not want that to over shadow the efforts of those that 
worked to establish the chapter on the predominately white campus. 
 
Nominating (Election of 2010 Chapter Officers):  Soror Diedra Fontaine presented the election 
guidelines for the 2010 Chapter Officers.  She also thanked the committee for their hard work and effort. 
Soror Fontaine made a motion not to require sorors that are running unopposed to present speeches, the 
motion carried.  Soror Cubit opened the floor for nominations for offices; Soror Darlene Johnson withdrew 
her name from the office of Pecunious Grammateus.  Soror Deneen Ford nominated Soror Darlene 
Johnson for the Office of Graduate Advisor to Gamma Psi; she accepted the nomination and her 
credentials were certified by the Nominating Committee. After which, the body proceeded to vote. 
 
Audit:  Soror Angela Williams presented the Audit report for cash receipts and disbursement for the year 
ending in December 31, 2008.  The audit yielded the following notes: 1) the basic accounting differs from 
the generally accepted accounting principles because of the effect of outstanding dues and obligations 
for assessments unpaid at the date of the financial statement 2) returned checks are over stated, 
however, this practice is acceptable because it has no effect on the cash balance 3) cash balances as of 
December 31, 2008 are $118,653.00 and other balances $52,419.00.  Soror Angela indicated that the 
complete audit is available in the chapter records.  Soror Mattelia Grays verified the CPA that conducts 
the audit had provided the chapter with the same notes in previous year’s audits.  Soror Williams 
confirmed that the audit notes have been presented before, and the accounting procedures that the 
chapter uses are in accordance with the financial guidelines of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated.  
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Soror Grays called the chapter’s attention to the fact all chapters and specifically foundations are under 
the microscope at this time; she urged the audit committee and the chapter to pay close attention to 
accounting practices.  All chapters and not the national organization will be held liable for any insufficient 
accounting.  She also suggested the CPA become familiar with Alpha Kappa Alpha accounting 
procedures. Soror Williams made a motion to accept the report, the motion carried. 
 
Connection:  Soror Mary Shockley presented the Connection Committee report.  She informed the 
chapter that Alpha Kappa Alpha will be partnering with the U.S. Census Bureau to help ensure that 
African Americans are counted.  The Connection Committee will be conducting an essay and poster 
contest at Whidby and Forester Elementary Schools.  The committee will also distribute Census 
information at the MLK Parade and in Third Ward and the surrounding areas.   She also highlighted the 
mock mayoral election that the committee hosted at Whidby Elementary.  Soror Shockley made a motion 
to accept the report, the motion carried. 
 
Constitution:  Soror Rita Roberts presented the Constitution Committee report.  She presented the 
Committee’s proposed change to the definition of “active membership” and the rationale that will be voted 
on at the December 2009 sorority meeting.  The committee defined the term active membership for MIP 
purposes.  Soror Mattelia Grays indicated that a timeline should be specified when referencing financial 
membership as it relates to dues being paid. Soror Courtney Brown asked what measure will be used to 
assess “challenged”.  Soror Tamara Cubit stated that the membership committee would be responsible 
for determining if a soror was “challenged”. She also pointed out the committee included the term 
“challenged” in effort to be inclusively.  Soror Karen Grays asked if the committee defined active 
membership outside of sponsoring a candidate for MIP. Soror Cubit explained that the committee 
addressed active membership for MIP as requested by the International Constitution Committee. Soror 
Melba Henry shared that the word challenged cannot be defined and should be determined by the 
Membership Committee and/or chapter leadership.  Soror Roberts indicated the Constitution Committee 
will take the feedback of the chapter and write the proposed definition of active membership for MIP. 
 
Finance Committee (2010 Budget):  Soror Yavaunda White presented the 2010 Budget.  She stated 
that the 2010 Budget was provided at the September meeting and included the following 
recommendations: 1) that chapter dues for 2010 non-life members is $300.00 and $210.00 for life 
membership 2) pending the approval  of the IEAF budget, the foundation will pay the additional cost for 
the chapter to maintain platinum status and provide a grant for the HSLD committee as well as defray the 
cost of the printing of the directory 3) encumber the funds from chapter operations, courtesies, computer 
purchases, chapter exhibits, regional awards, and hostess fees 4) any program implemented after the 
2010 Boule will funded from the Allstate and National Program grants and 5) allocate the $30,000.00 
rebalance to chapter operations ($2,500.00), hostess ($2,500.00), chapter programs ($5,000.00) and 
housing ($20,000.00).   Soror White made a motion to accept the 2010 budget, the motion carried. 
 
Founders’ Day Committee:  Soror Thearodesia Williams presented the report.  The Houston Area 
Metropolitan Chapters of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated will host the Founders’ Day on 
Saturday, January 23, 2010, at the Power Center. Rededication will begin in at 10:00 and the program 
will start at 11:30 a.m., tickets are on sell for $35.00 for graduate sorors and $25.00 for undergraduates 
sorors.  The committee is requesting that sorors do not wear pants or large hats to rededication.  Alpha 
Kappa Omega is responsible for vendors and exhibits. 
 
Life Long Learning:  Soror Margie Taylor presented the Life Long Learning report.  She informed the 
chapter that the committee hosted a book fair at Forester Elementary on May 26, 2009.   Additionally, the 
Life Long Learning Summer Reading program was held June 8-20, 2009 at Whidby Elementary; 53 
sorors participated and over 154 students benefited from the program.  Houston Independent School 
District media filmed the culminating activity.  Soror Taylor thanked the committee members and sorors 
that supported the program. 
 
 
Senior Citizens:  Soror Charlene James presented the activities that the Senior Citizens Committee 
hosted, The Ensemble’s Constant Star Event, on Wednesday, March 25, 2009 from 10 a.m. until 12:00 
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p.m. with the Payne Cathedral of Faith and Wesley Chapter Senior groups. The committee sponsored 
the seniors of Hester House to Dancing in the Street and Motown Review on Thursday, May 21, 2009 at 
the Miller Outdoor Theatre.   The Hester House seniors also participated in an Oral History through 
Storytelling on Wednesday, September 23, 2009.   The Senior Citizens committee is the process of 
finalizing a collaborative project with the ALL-Kare committee to take seniors to view Christmas lights. 
 
Standards:  Soror Shirley Johnson presented the Standards Committee report.  She explained to the 
chapter the process for completing the 2009 Chapter evaluations.  Soror Johnson noted that the 
committee will ensure that the appropriate Chapter Standards Report will be submitted in a timely 
manner. 
 
Graduate Advisors’ Reports: 
 
Gamma Psi:  Soror Mary Smith Johnson noted that Gamma Psi completed a successful homecoming.  
The newly elected chapter officers in attendance were introduced.  The chapter is currently planning for 
the Gamma Psi’s 60th Anniversary celebration. 
 
Omicron Gamma:  Soror Pamela Lazard provided a copy of the chapter’s events in her graduate 
advisor’s newsletter contained in the sorority meeting packet. 
 
Unfinished Business:  There was no unfinished business. 
 
New Business:  There was no new business. 
 
Announcements: There were no announcements 
 
Tellers’ Report:  Soror Jamelle Woodard presented the results of the Tellers’ Committee. The voting 
strength was 293.  The results for the 2010 Officers Election were: Anti-Basileus: LaDonna Harris, 250; 
Grammateus: Staci Taylor, 247; Anti-Grammateus: Marianne Walker, 216; Diana Johnson, 62; 
Epistoleus: Karen Grays, 248; Tamiouchos; Yavaunda White, 248; Pencunious Grammateus: Sandra 
Campbell, 250; Anti-Pecunious Grammateus: Andrea Stamps, 244; Philactor: Brenda Davis, 161; 
Thedrial Jackson, 100; Rachell Edwards, 21;Hodegos: Rhonda Richardson, 234; Reporter to the Ivy 
Leaf: Nkenge Berry-Owens, 242; Historian: Jo Carolyn Goode, 230;Graduate Advisors, Mary Smith 
Johnson, 212; Darlene Johnson, 66; Omicron Gamma: Pamela Lazard 228.  
 
Nominating Committee Results: Pamela Branch, 163; Nekedria Brown, 161; Carolene Goffney- 
Sharpe, 244; Karen Johnson, 219; Alica Lacy-Castile, 154; Quiana Smith, 207; Demetria Williams, 
219; Michalyn Demaris, 87; Faye Phillips,164; Venecia Williams, 72; Deneen Ford, 103; Tracy Warner, 
104; Rose Austin, 135; Kenya Parks, 52; Deidra Fontaine, 217; Tanya Allen Easter, 146. 
Soror Woodard moved for acceptance of the report. 
 
Birthday Recognitions:  Soror Tersa Mason Bolton recognized all Sorors born in the month of October 
and November.  Each Soror was presented with a small gift. 
 
 
 
Adjourn:  Soror Cubit adjourned the meeting at 1:29 p.m. 
 
 
Submitted by: 

     
______________________________   _________________________ 
Staci Taylor Fullmighter, Grammateus   Tamara Cubit, Basileus 
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Please email staci_fullmighter@yahoo.com or call 713-471-4706 before Wednesday, December 16, 2009 
with any corrections. 
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