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Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter 

  90th South Central Regional Conference Delegate Report 
  Reigniting the Flame of Excellence and Sisterhood 

March 16 – 20, 2022 
 
 

Events Attended: All Plenary Sessions, Faye B. Bryant Bench Dedication & Wreath Laying, Public Meeting, 
Thursday Night Welcome, Legacy Breakfast, Diamond, Pearl, Golden & Silver Luncheon, 
Undergraduate Luncheon, EAF AKApollo, Closing Gala, Ivy Beyond the Wall Service. 

 
Plenary Sessions 
Regional Director Joya T. Hayes was elated to preside over her first in-person and hybrid regional conference.  After 
introduction of the dais in the opening plenary session, and a meditation by 20th South Central Regional Director Polly 
Sparks Turner, 18th Supreme Basileus Mattelia Grays led the assembly in the Rededication Ceremony.  Supreme 
Basileus Glenda Glover presented a State of the Sorority report that provided statistics and thanked sorors for Excellent 
results on all targets.  She also reported that the Sorority receives $2 for every viewing of the award winning AKA 20 
Perals documentary and that on Giving Tuesday over $300,000 was raised for the the Ethel Hedgmon Lyle Museum.  
In the second plenary session, 23rd South Central Regional Director Gwendolyn J. Brinkley introduced Madam Regional 
Director Joya T. Hayes who made a lively entrance on a Houston Fire Dept. fire truck and was escorted to the stage by 
Black firemen.  During her State of the Region Report, MRD Hayes heralded the exemplary program execution by all 
chapters in the region.  She reported that the region has 12,396 graduate sorors and 1,271 undergraduate sorors:  a 
total of 13,667 which represents 12% of Alpha Kappa Alpha membership.   A breakdown of how her time is spent was 
provided: 30% management of MIP; 13% general supervision; 40% addressing problems; 7% chapter establishment 
and 10% regional conference.  Candidates for the South Central Region Representative to the International Nominating 
Committee gave their speeches and delegates voted on Saturday, 19, 2022.  The region will be represented by Soror 
Gwendolyn Kimble, Basileus of the Tau Rho Omega Chapter in Carrollton, Texas.  Soror Alysse Guerrier, 
Undergraduate Member-at-Large, was the presiding officer of the closing plenary session.  First Supreme Anti-Basileus 
Danette Anthony Reed encouraged sorors to support her Envision 2022 campaign and to attend the 70th Boule in 
Orlando, Florida where she will be installed as Supreme Basileus.  In the Membership Committee report our chapter 
was announced as the first place winner of You In 2022, the reactivation program, and the Best of the Best.  During 
the Connection and Social Justice Committee report, our chapter was recognized for registering the most number 
of voters.   
 

Faye B. Bryant Bench Dedication & Wreath Laying 
The Bench Dedication & Wreath Laying Ceremony to commemorate Soror Faye B. Bryant, our 21st Supreme Basileus, 
was a beautiful and joyous celebration of her life and legacy.  It was held on the historic Booker T. Washington High 
School and High School for Engineering Professionals campus.  The event brought together many members of the 
Directorate along with Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner, Houston ISD Superintendent Millard House, III and Booker T. 
Washington High School principal Dr. Carlos Phillips, II.  Regional Director Hayes led sorors in the Wreath Laying Litany.  
The event was chaired by yours truly with Soror Carol McCree as Co-Chairman. 
 

Breakfasts & Luncheons 
Sorors were so proud to strut, similarly attired, with family members in the legacy parade at the Legacy Breakfast chaired 
by Soror Patricia Roberts and her legacy daughters.  Gamma Psi and Epsilon Lambda chapters received many awards 
at the Undergraduate Luncheon.  The Grand ballroom was overflowing with guests to honor first-time Diamond, Pearl, 
Golden and Silver sorors wearing exquisite outfits in their color and adorned with beautiful crowns and sashes. 
 

Ivy Beyond the Wall Ceremony 
The Ivy Beyond the Wall Ceremony was a very respectful and solemn ceremony that honored the memory of sorors 
from across the region who became Ivies Beyond the Wall in 2021.  Ten sorors from our chapter were recognized as 
Ivies Beyond the Wall.  Soror Helen Houston was the committee chairman. 
 

Awards 
Our chapter did it again, winning the Chapter of the Year - extra-large chapter for the second year in a row.  We also 
awarded the Outstanding Chapter Exhibit – extra large chapter. 
 

This report highlights and summarizes some of my activities during the conference.  Thank you for the opportunity to 
represent Alpha Kappa Omega as a delegate to the 90th South Central Regional Conference. 
 

With a Heart for Service, 

Soror J. Cherise Story, Basileus 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 
Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter 

90th South Central Regional Conference 
Reigniting the Flame of Excellence and Sisterhood  

Delegate Report  
Soror Andrea L. Bonner  

April 8, 2022 
 
Sorors, 
 
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to serve Alpha Kappa Omega chapter at the 90th South Central Regional 
Conference in Houston, TX. It was an honor and a privilege to serve our great chapter.  
 
Activities Attended: 
 
Faye B. Bryant Wreath Laying   
Thursday Night Welcome 
All Plenary Sessions  
Workshop 04 – Membership – Retain What We’ve Gained with Excellence 
Workshop 16 – Connection and Social Action - AKAs L.E.A.D. 4.0 – The Power of Pink Advocacy 
Closing Gala  
 
Delegate Assignments  
 
Second Plenary Session  
 
The Second Plenary Session began with a moving introduction of the South Central Regional Director Joya T. Hayes by 
none other than her “Soror Mom” and mentor, 23rd South Central Regional Director, Soror Gwendolyn J. Brinkley. Madam 
Regional Director reported a total of 12, 396 Graduate Sorors, 1,271 Undergraduate sorors, for a total of 13, 667 total 
regional membership. There has been one chartering, there are currently five interest groups, and three undergraduate 
schools are up for chartering. The regions reactivation numbers are 1, 206 Graduate and 1, 1124 General Members. The 
individual awards that were to be presented during Plenary Session One were given out during the Second Plenary by 
Soror Jacqueline O. Dansby, Ph.D., 18th South Central Regional Director. Other international committee reports presented 
during the Second Plenary Session included the International Program Committee, Educational Advancement 
Foundation, International Constitution Committee, International Standards Committee, Regional Constitution report, 
presented by Regional Parliamentarian and Alpha Kappa Omega member, Soror Marsha Penn, and lastly, the Tellers 
Committee Report. It was reported that Soror Gwendolyn Kimble from Tau Rho Omega in Carrollton, Texas was elected 
by delegates to serve on the International Nominating Committee representing the South Central Region.   
 
WK04 – Membership – Retain What We’ve Gained with Excellence   
 
The Membership Workshop – Retain What We’ve Gained with Excellence was engaging and interactive and provided so 
many nuggets of information aimed at guiding chapters toward better membership retention strategies. The workshop was 
led by the dynamic presenter, Soror Toni McCastle Freeman, SC Representative to the International Membership 
Committee. Soror McCastle Freeman stated that we should focus on “retaining members first and reactivation should 
come last”. With the AKA 202ONE campaign, we have surpassed our goal of achieving 100,000 sorors having over 
114,000 sorors active at this time. Sorors were encouraged to use current and prior chapter reports as data sources to 
analyze membership trends. These reports are available on the membership portal at AKA1908.com Last, but certainly 
not least, Alpha Kappa Omega was recognized as a 2021 – 2022 Best of the Best Chapters and the 2022 Reactivation 
Day Winner.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Soror Andrea Bonner  
Anti-Basileus of Operations  



 
 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 
90th South Central Regional Conference 

“Reigniting the Flame of Excellence and Sisterhood” 
March 17-20, 2022 

Houston, Texas 
 

 
Assignments: Workshop 16 – Connection and Social Action, Ecumenical Service/Gospel Brunch 
Other Activities: Soror Faye B. Bryant Bench Dedication & Wreath Laying Ceremony, Public Meeting, Rededication, 
Opening Plenary Session, Second Plenary Session, EAF AKApollo, Membership Workshop, Third Plenary Session, Soror 
Faye B. Bryant Leadership Academy Graduation and Closing Gala.  
 
Workshop 16 – Connection and Social Action:  AKAs L.E.A.D. 4.0 – The Power of Pink Advocacy:  The second Saturday 
morning workshop from 10:45 am to 12:00 pm on Saturday, March 19, 2022, was convened by Soror Kelly Hodges, 
Texas State Connection Coordinator and presented by Soror Myra McKenzie Harris of the Phi Alpha Omega chapter.  
Soror McKenzie Harris reminded us that through we are indeed in the fourth quarter of the game being in the final 
year of the Excellence administration, our Connection Committee work is not done yet.   The International Connection 
and Social Action Committee encourages chapters to continue to focus on the 2021 – 2022 AKA Legislative Agenda 
during this critical time in our democracy and in view of the important mid-term elections.  She further reminded us 
that our chapters should always be championing policies and legislation that will decide the o benefit the communities 
that we serve through our great sisterhood.  The three goals of the workshop were to: (1) reiterate Back to the Basics 
and Do’s and Don’ts for grassroots advocacy and voter mobilization; (2) share political action and funding strategies for 
greater social impact and (3) provide guidance and encouragement for sorors seeking public office.   

Soror McKenzie Harris stressed the importance of ensuring that people actually vote in every election and not just the 
presidential elections or ones that re perceived as being the important ones.  She stated, “You can teach people all you 
want, and you can register 10,000 people to vote like Alpha Kappa Omega did before the pandemic, but they don’t get 
out to vote in each and every election, it is all for naught.”  A soror in the audience asked how one chapter registered 
10,000 people to vote and Soror McKenzie Harris explained that Alpha Kappa Omega sorors attended Naturalization 
Ceremonies pre-COVID 19 and registered new citizens to vote on a regular basis.  Once again, sorors, our chapter set 
the standard for excellence.     

It was further discussed that the strides and progress for the communities that we serve that were made in 2020 are 
all in jeopardy in the upcoming midterm elections and chapters should have a strategic plan for how to address these 
challenges including voter mobilization and voter protection laws during this final push under the L.E.A.D. program.  
(L.E.A.D. stands for Learn, Empower, Advocate, and Decide).  Some practical ideas shared were or chapters to execute 
campaigns to educate community members about voting locations that may have changed since the last election.  Best 
practices are also for chapters to develop action plans to track legislation, including local ordinances, which impacts 
communities in which we live, work, and serve. 

Soror McKenzie Harris also spoke about the importance of chapters developing partnerships in the connection and 
social action work.  Some examples of successful partnerships include the NAACP, Poor People’s Campaign, Urban 
League, and League of Women Voters.  She also suggested partnering with churches to connect with the 
neighborhoods closest to them.  Voter suppression prevention efforts were discussed in detail and a best practice was 
shared of Beta Mu Omega chapter writing a letter to the Mayor of Forth Worth inquiring about why she did not sign on 
to support the John Lewis Voting Rights Act.  At the suggestion of Soror McKenzie Harris, they added specific requests 
and an action plan to their letter before sending it.  This is a relevant example of sorors displaying the power of pink 
advocacy in the AKA way. 

Special guest, our own chapter member, Soror Sheila Jackson Lee, joined the session to speak about sorors interested 
in running for public office.  She encouraged sorors to be courageous and always believe that it can be done.  She also 
said that you need to ask yourself if you are truly prepared to lead, if you have a solid platform on which to run, if you 
have passion and compassion, and if you have the ability to relate to everyone.  Congresswoman Jackson Lee, who is in 
her 27th year of serving in the United States Congress, stated aptly that our esteemed sorority founders gave us the 
platform from which to serve.  She further stated that her service is her definition of being elected. 

 



 

Key issues that she highlighted that should be of importance to every chapter are: inflation, the nomination of Ketanji 
Brown Jackson to serve on the U.S. Supreme Court, the March 22, 2022 ending date for free COVID-19 tests, child tax 
credit and voting rights.  Voting rights are the underpinnings of democracy and protecting them should be about 
policy, not about politics. 

Soror McKenzie Harris followed with advice to prepare your family and close friends if you are preparing to seek public 
office and know that you have their support.  She also encouraged sorors to focus on marketing, tracking and reporting 
funds, and most importantly to manage distractions and avoid detractors. The workshop was extremely informative. 

Ecumenical Service/Gospel Brunch:  Sorors and guests alike were dressed in their “Sunday’s Best with Hats” for the 
final event of the 90th South Central Regional Conference, “When Women Worship, Fire Falls” Ecumenical 
Service/Gospel Brunch.  Following a brief welcome, our beloved Regional Director, Soror Joya T. Hayes delivered a fiery 
testimony of God’s grace and blessings in her life and in allowing her to lead and serve Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Incorporated as the 26th South Central Regional Director.  The praise and worship continued as we were encouraged to 
meditate on Psalm 150:6 – “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord” as the Gospel Brunch choral ensemble 
softly sang, “Let the Church Say Amen” in the background.  Minister Anthony Valary also known as on-air personality 
“AV” on MAJIC 102.1 FM served as the guest emcee. 

The program was paused briefly for sorors to enjoy a delectable brunch meal of fried chicken and waffles and fresh 
fruit.  During this time, sorors received a gift of a green mini portfolio that matched the popular 90th South Central 
Regional Conference bags.  Of course, sorors took advantage of the opportunity to get some last minute photos in as 
well.  The program resumed with Old Testament and New Testament readings followed by the familiar congregational 
hymn “We’ve Come This Far by Faith”.   

Our very own Soror Yolanda Adams served as the special musical guest and in her customary way, before singing she 
shared a brief message of encouragement that reminded us that when we have a renewed spirit and focus the sky isn’t 
even the limit as long as we keep our hands in God’s hands.  Her first selection was “Just a Prayer Away”, a son written 
in 1990 when many individuals doubted that she would ever be successful in the gospel music industry, but her 
testimony was that everything that God designed us to do, He will allow us to do indeed.  It is incumbent upon us to 
clear ourselves from the chatter.  She then segued into her next selection which was “Never Give Up”. 

The Word was brought by our soror, Dr. Roslyn M. Brock, Associate Minister of the Alfred Street Baptist Church in 
Alexandria, Virginia.  Her foundational scriptures were Hebrews 10:19-23 tied to the theme of “Promises Made and 
Promises Kept”.  Her message was specifically tailored to Alpha Kappa Alpha women and the service that God expects 
us of us and our purpose to serve all mankind.  Dr. Brock reminded us that social justice work has to move us past the 
bubble of our Facebook, LinkedIn, and Instagram friends and folks that are just like us.  Instead, we must seek to find 
our voice with every segment of our community.  She further reminded us of something that many of our mothers and 
grandmothers instilled in us and that is that we cannot forget “from whence we came.” Often times, we, as sorors, get 
caught up in titles, positions and bank accounts and we ultimately forget about who we are and WHOSE we are.  Dr. 
Brock, ended with her favorite scripture, Jeremiah 29:11 and asked the audience the poignant question - Where is your 
hope today?  She ten shared her powerful personal testimony of being married at 27 and unexpectedly widowed at 30, 
of being unemployed, and dealing with other life challenges and maintained that because her hope was in the Lord, 
she is still standing and walking in victory. 

Soror Mia Wright closed out the service with the doxology exegeted from I Peter 2:9. On Sunday, March 20, 2022, 
Women of the South Central Region of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated worshiped, the fire fell, and God 
received the glory, honor and praise. 
 
Gratitude:  Thank you for the opportunity to represent Alpha Kappa Omega as a delegate to the 90th South Central 
Regional Conference in Houston, Texas.  Sisterly congratulations are extended for awards won by Alpha Kappa Omega 
and our undergraduate chapters.  It was my pleasure and honor to represent you as a chapter at the conference. 
 
Sisterly,  

 
Soror Christina J. Allen 



90th South Central Regional Conference 
“Reigniting the Flame of Excellence and Sisterhood” 

March 16-20, 2022 
Houston, Texas 

 

 
Delegate Report Submitted By 

Soror Clara Brown Cooper 

 
Sorors of Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter, I sincerely thank you for the opportunity to serve as a delegate for our 
chapter at the 90th South Central Regional Conference. I was requested to provide reports for Workshop 17: Rituals 
and the Closing Plenary Session (Plenary Session III).  

 
Workshop 17: Rituals 

“Our Sacred Rituals: Reverence, Reflection, Renewal 
 

On Saturday, March 19, 2022, I attended the Workshop 17: Rituals. This workshop provided an overview of our 

rituals observed in special ceremonies.  A Rituals Check List was discussed for the most frequently used 
ceremonies, including participants, settings, music, attire, materials and helpful hints to ensure a successful 

ceremonial experience. A sample template was presented for how to conduct the Ivy Beyond the Wall Ceremony 
(IBWC); and a mock Ivy Beyond the Wall Ceremony was conducted.  

 The presenters for the workshop were Ritual Committee Members: Golden Soror Burnadine Moss 

Anderson and Soror Shaliah Thierry.  

 Sorors Anderson and Thierry welcomed the attendees 
 Greetings were given by Former South Central Regional Director Tara Braford who stopped by to “say 

hello” to those in the audience. 
 Audience Members 

o Golden Soror Anderson polled the room to determine the roles of sorors in attendance. 
o Audience members included MIP Committee members, Basileus, Ritual Committee Members, 

Chartering Chapters, etc.  
 Presentation 

o Ritual Review  (Slide 1) 
 What are rituals…  

 Collections of Rights, What we value, Rights that we AKA Journey 
 When do we incorporate rituals – Closed Ceremonies 

 Installations of Chapter Officers; Installations of Directorate Officers 
 MIP 
 Ivy Beyond the Wall Ceremony (IBWC) 
 Rededication 
 New Diamond, Pearl, Golden, and Silver Sorors 
 Honorary Sorors 
 Gavel Ceremony 
 Chapter Chartering 

 Example of Rituals 
  MIP - Pinning the Badge, ceremonial music 

o Rituals (Slide 2) 
 Purpose of Ritual Committee 
 What are the types of Rituals? 
 Attire – uninterrupted white, no pants, single pearl 
 Who must attend Ceremonies? 

o Dress Codes – (Slide 3) 
 The presenters discussed the appropriate attire Closed Ceremonies: IBWC, Rededication, 

MIP (Rituals) 
o Examples of Rituals – A Mock IBWC ceremony was performed during the workshop 

 First IBWC Ceremony – Soror Marjorie Hill 
 An IBWC can be held for all sorors except those expelled 



 When are IBWC conducted? 
 Ceremony is conducted at the request of the family 
 At Regional Conferences 
 At Boule’ 

 Demonstration of how to Properly Line-Up was shown 
 Ritual Chair is the first person to line-up 
 Designated Soror will meet with family regarding the rules of the IBWC. 
 No shield on casket 

 What is done with the badge – Given to a family member 
 AKA Paraphernalia- It was noted to re-gift used AKA paraphernalia or properly 

disposed of those items; and TO NOT giveaway AKA Paraphernalia to non-
sorors.  

o Legacy Events 
 What is a legacy – Related Family Members (Mother, Sisters, Cousins, niece, etc.)  
 Events 

 Legacy Parade, Breakfast 
 For new sorors, the presenters clarified that “Mothers & Daughters” are not the 

only family members who can attend these events, but Sorors that were related 
to one another such as sisters, aunts, etc. 

 Attire was discussed 
o Quiz Questions & Answers 

 When are Rituals Used? 
 Closed ceremonies, rededications, etc.  

 What Rituals are closed to the Public? 
  MIP, Rededication, Chapter Chartering, etc. 

 What events are opened to the Public? 
 Installation of Officers 

 When is the gavel presented? 
 First meeting in January; New Regional Director 

 
 

 
Plenary Session III – Closing Plenary Session 

 
Call to Order 

 The Closing Plenary Session was called to order on Saturday, March 19, 2022 at 3:00PM by Undergraduate 

Member-at-Large, Soror Alysse Guerrier in Hall B & C of the George R. Brown Convention Center. 

 First Supreme Anti-Basileus was introduced as being in attendence. 

 Presiding Officer recognized the accomplishments of the new soror from the Galveston Chapter who was 
an astronaut at NASA. 

Meditation – Soror Mikayla Walker, Beta Kappa 

 Soror Mikala Walker, Beta Kappa Chapter gave the meditation. 
Musical Selection – Llia Wright, Eta Kappa 

 “I Rise” 
Faye B. Bryant Leadership Institute - Graduation of Cohorts 

 Presentation of 452 Sorors from the Faye B. Bryant Leadership Institute. 

 “Turning of Tassels” 

 Conclusion of Ceremony  

Registration 

 Report given by Soror Racquell Garrett, Chi Omicron Omega, 90th South Central Regional Conference 
Registration Chairman 

o As of 11:00AM on March 19, 2022, attendance captured: 
 4658 Graduate Sorors 



 536 VSGs 
 227 General Members  

 10 Former Regional Directors 
 10 Directorate Members 

 22 Guests 
 4 Youth 
 Total = 5,467 in attendance 

o Undergraduates 
 598 undergraduates 

 100 VSGs 
 12 General 

 Total = 710 
Words from the First Supreme Anti-Basileus 

o Soror Danette Anthony Reed thanked members of the South Central Region (her home region) for 

their support. 
o Soror Danette Reed will be installed as Supreme Basileus in Orlando, Florida in July 2022 at the 

Boule’. 
o Soror Danette Reed asked sorors to make a special donation and a collection was held for 

approximately five minutes. 

 
 

International Committee Reports 
 

Report from the International Connections Committee  

 Report given by Soror Myra McKenzie-Harris, SCR Representatives 
o Three AKA Days at the Capital held – AR, LA, TX 

 2021 Virtual Day – In Arkansas, over 100 in attendance 
 In Texas, over 200 attended 

o Helped to Register 300,000 voters (South Central Region registered the most) 
o Social and Action Activities 
o Inspire us to continue to LEAD 

o Revised AKA Connection Guide 
o Worked with NAACP and provided 100 Day count down 

o 2020 Faye B. Bryant Institution 
o Established guidelines for social action 
o Disseminated 2021-2022 AKA L.E.A.D. Voter Information 

Report of the Disaster Relief Committee  

 Report given by Soror Monique Edwards and Soror Robyn McCormick, SCR Representatives 

o Identified those sorors affected by disasters 2018-2022 – over 40,000 
 The South Central Region provided assistance to those sorors affected by Hurricanes 

Ida, Hurricane Flora and the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

o The SC Region sent communication regarding over 50 Disasters 
 Communicated by eBlast, email, etc. 

o Over $170,000 distributed to sorors by 2/2022 to 300+Sorors 
o SC Relief Fund Established to “Adopt A Soror”. 

 

South Central Regional Committee Reports 
 

Report of the Regional Finance Committee 

 Report presented by SCR Tamiouchos, Welozette Duffin of Beta Psi Omega 

 Financial Information as of December 31, 2021 
o Adjusted Balance - $1,054,608.80 as of 12/31 



o 90th SC Regional Conference 
 $419,965 – Assessment 

 $19421.51– Sponsors 
 $186,918.41 – Registration 

 Income as of 12/31 was $626,104.92. 

 Expenses as of 12/31 was $129,867.53. 

 $496,240.39 remaining for 90th SCR Conference at 12/31.  

2022 Cluster Coordinators 

 Program was adjusted for the 91st South Central Invitation 

o The invitation to New Orleans was accepted with a video presented by the North Louisiana 
Cluster highlighting NOLA. 

Resolutions 

 Soror Alice Cooper, Sigma Rho Omega announced the Resolutions: 
o Women’s History Month 

o Support for Ukraine 
o Right to Vote 
o Black Maternal Health 

o City of Houston 
o Planning Committee 

o SCRD 
Report of the South Central Region 

 The Time and Place Committee announced the known Cluster dates in the SC Clusters. 
 

Report of the South Central Region Philacters 

 As of 5:10PM on March 19, 2022, the Late Fines collected were $1,435.40. 
 

Report of the Tellers Committee 

 Voting Strength  
o 710 Certified Delegates 

o Proposed Amendment 
 662 Vote Count 

 For - 443 66.9%   
 Against - 219 33.1 %  

 Abstained - 2  

Remarks by South Central Regional Director Joya T. Hayes 

 2022 South Central Regional Conference Sponsors 

o Soror Hayes expressed her gratitude for the SC Regional Conference Corporate Sponsors who 
helped to make the Conference a successful one. 

o A Video Presentation of South Central Regional Corporate Sponsors was shown. 

 Acknowledgements 
o Soror Hayes expressed her gratitude to the a few Sorors and/committees: 

 Spiritual Oversight Committee, Technology Committee, Rituals Committee 
 Corporate Relations – Soror Mina LaGrange, Tau Rho Omega  

 Sisterly Relations – Soror Tracey Lewis 
 The Faye B. Bryant Institute – Soror Emile Blaine 
 VSGs – Soror Shareen Addison 

 Logistics – Soror Lauri Patterson, Gamma Eta Omega  
 Chief of Staff – Soror Yvette Mitchell, Mu Kappa Omega 

 Special Assistant to RD - Soror Alice Garrett, Beta Psi Omega 
 Andrea Gibson – Soror Protocol Team 
 Office Field Manager – Soror Tasha Philpot 



Presentation of Awards 

 Awards included “Soror of the Year” and “Chapter of the Year” by chapter sizes. 

 Alpha Kappa Omega won Chapter of the Year (Extra-Large Chapter) 
Unfinished Business 

 A gift of appreciation was presented to South Central Regional Director Joya T. Hayes 
Announcements 

 Beta Phi Omega Chapter members were asked to meet their Basileus at the conclusion of Plenary Session III.  

 Sorors were asked to see Soror Berna Greer to receive their Finance Certifications. 

 A list of Lost & Found Items was read. 

Meeting was Closed 

 The presiding officer concluded the meeting at 5:40PM 
 

NOTE: Members of Alpha Kappa Omega took a group picture immediately after Plenary Session III concluded. 
 

Again, I want to thank members of the chapter for the opportunity to serve as a delegate for the 90th South Central 
Regional Conference. 
 

Sisterly, 
Soror Clara Brown Cooper 

90th South Central Regional Conference Delegate 
Alpha Kappa Omega 



Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc 

XC South Central Regional Conference 

Reigniting The Flames of Excellence and Sisterhood 

Hybrid: Houston, Texas 

March 16-20, 2022 

Delegate Report submitted by Soror Diana D. Johnson, Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter Member 

Sorors, thank you for allowing me the opportunity to represent our chapter as a delegate at the 90th South Central 

Regional Conference (SCRC).  It was an honor and privilege to serve. 

 

PUBLIC MEETING - “Reigniting the Passion of Service & Community Involvement” 

Program Guest were: 

Emcee: Chauncy Glover, KTRK Channel 13 News Anchor 

Prayer/Benediction: Rev. Ralph D. West, Founder of The Church Without Walls 

Welcome: Joya T Hayes, South Central Reginal Director, Glenda Glover, International President and Sylvester Turner, 

Mayor of Houston, Texas 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Al Sharpton, Civil Rights Leader and Founder & President of National Action Network (NAN) 

South Central Region (SCR) honored and recognized the unsung heroes in the Houston area that have gone above and 

beyond their civic duty in service to their communities.  Those honored were: 

Clarence P. Francis and Lloyd Lindley, Jr. are co-founders of Living a Meaningful Purpose (LAMP). 

Jalon Jackson recognized for continuous service in his community. 

Nikki A Keyser is the Founder & Executive Director of Simply HER Movement 

Dedric K. Meyers is Founder and CEO Dedric K. Meyers & Associates and Kidz Meals. 

Rita Wiltz is Founder and Executive Director of Children’s Books on Wheels (CBOW). 

 

IVY BEYOND THE WALL - IBTW  

90th SCR ceremonialized a total of 82 Sorors.  Alpha Kappa Omega submitted the following ten Sorors to be presented as 

IBTW: 

Name Date of Death Name Date of Death 

Soror Carolyn Harris February 25, 2021 Soror Olivia Hervey March 27, 2021 

Soror Annie Duffield July 1, 2021 Soror Yvonne Peterson August 4, 2021 

Soror Martha Jones August 10, 2021 Soror Ora Lean Piper August 19, 2021 

Soror Karolyn Bourgeois September 5, 2021 Soror Karrah Demaris Davis September 16, 2021 

Soror Edith Glover November 29, 2021 Soror Gloria Jones Johnson December 22, 2021 

 

These are our chapter sorors, who have transitioned to eternal rest.  We are to remember them with love. 



WK03: Managing Chapter Financial Operations Using the Fiscal Fitness Guide 

This workshop was to have the members understand the importance of the chapter’s financial fundamentals. 

 Discuss how to be efficient in the planning, handling and reporting of chapter’s finances 

 Review responsibility of chapter’s financial officers 

 Review Virtual financial procedures 

Additional discussions on the following: 

 Financial Procedures 

 Internal Controls 

 Fee Assessments 

 Budget & Reports 

 End of Year Reports 

 Taxes, Bonding & Audits 

Every member is responsible for chapter finances.  The International Finance Committee suggest we all have a current 

copy of the Fiscal Fitness Guide for Chapter Financial Operations. 

International Committee Members are: 

Gayle Miles-Scott, International Treasure 

Jasmyne E, McCoy, International Second Vice President 

Mary Bentley Lamar, North Atlantic Regional Director 

Audrey V. Kay, Far Western Region 

Deborah Wilson, North Atlantic Region 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 



 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 

Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter 

90th South Central Regional Conference 

March 16 -20, 2022 
 

Sorors, I was honored to serve as a delegate at our 2022 South Central Regional Conference in our hometown of 

Houston, Texas! Thank you for the opportunity to serve! My assigned activities were the Undergraduate Roundup 

and Workshop 03: Managing Chapter Financial Operations Using the Fiscal Fitness Guide. I did attend many other 

events including all plenary sessions, the Undergraduate Luncheon, and AKApollo and Workshop 15: Educational 

Advancement Foundation- Steps to Successful Scholarships.  

Undergraduate Roundup 

The undergrads and I were all dressed up and ready to learn at the first Undergrad Roundup since 2019! The 

session began with a general overview of chapter statistics in our region which include: 55 active chapters, 2 

Inactive chapters, and 1 suspended chapter. Next, they covered Covid-19 Protocol expectations. They encouraged 

sorors to wear masks to protect not only themselves, but other sorors as well. They also discussed how covid 

protocols effect on campus events. The sorority has implemented the transition back to face to face with Phase 1: 

Face to face meetings, no vaccination no participation and with 2022 Public Events: sorors are expected to wear 

masks even with other orgs. 

Concerning the MIP Process, they covered voting, ceremonies, new initiatives videos/teasers, candidate 

commitment statement and waiver of liability.  Concerning step shows and strolling- the undergraduates are 

allowed to participate but need to be hosted in large areas. The 2022 Leadership Fellows were highlighted which 

included Epsilon Lambda’s very own Kayla Simmons! 

The Second Supreme Anti-Basileus, Soror Jasmyne E. McCoy addressed Sorors and gave an inspirational message 

that highlighted new members, graduating sorors, and gave best practices for reentering face to face events. Then 

Soror Roshana Adamson addressed Risk Management. She defined the word risk and discussed how Soror Norma 

Solomon White drafted an anti-hazing policy and discussed the California hazing incident and the risk mandates 

that came about because of it. The top undergraduate risk is hazing. Then she covered ways to mitigate risk which 

included knowing your documents, knowing University policies, honoring Soror Code of Ethics, “see something, say 

something”, and challenge old beliefs and traditions. Finally, she discussed that reputational risk is a danger to the 

reputation of the good name of Alpha Kappa Alpha. Finally, Soror Yolanda Murdock gave an overview of the 

Membership Intake Process and Soror Tijuana Byrd gave overview of accomplishments made over the past few 

years under the Excellence Administration. I learned a lot from this session that I will be able to take back and 

apply in my current role as the Graduate Advisor to the Epsilon Lambda Chapter. 

 

WK03 – Managing Chapter Financial Operations Using the Fiscal Fitness Guide for Chapter Financial Operations 

This workshop was a great opportunity to refresh best practices concerning chapter financial procedures. The 

workshop covered the responsibilities for the Tamiouchos and the Pecunious Grammateus. They covered 

procedures for how money is collected, transferred, accounted for and reported to the chapter. They also covered 

tips for budgeting and auditing. The information I received in this workshop will be beneficial to me while helping 

the undergraduates manage their finances. 

 

I truly enjoyed this conference and was honored to serve in this capacity. 

Sisterly, 

Soror Jennifer Rachal 



ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INCORPORATED

 

 REIGNITING THE FLAME OF EXCELLENCE AND SISTERHOOD  

It was a privilege and honor to represent our chapter as a delegate at the 90th South Central Regional 

Conference. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to serve. I attended the Graduated Advisor 

Certification II Workshop, all Plenary Sessions, Protocol I and Standards Workshops, and the Closing Gala. 

Graduate Advisor Certification Workshop II 

The GAC was facilitated by Soror Theresa Austin, South Central Representative International Graduate 

Advisors’ Certification Committee. The workshop presentation included the following topics: Risk 

Management, Standards, Financial Operations, Investigations (presented by Soror Patricia A. Roberts), 

Membership Intake Process (presented by Soror Yolanda Murdock), Membership-Mentoring and 

Graduate-Undergraduate Task Force. Attendees received the GAC materials. 

WK12: Standards Maintaining Excellence in Standards: A Snapshot of Best Practices in a Virtual World 

This interactive workshop will review best practices of virtual chapter operations, including chapter 

meeting management, chapter records management and preparing for the chapter electronic evaluation.  

The workshop was presented by Soror Cynthia Nance, South Central Representative International 

Standards Committee and included the following topics:  

 Role of the Chapter Standards Chairman 

 Bonding 

 Chapter Annual Self-Assessment 

 Standards End of Year Report 

 Chapter Minutes 

 Electronic Storage 

 Required Chapter Officers: include the Basileus, Anti-Basileus, Grammateus, Epistoleus, 

Tamiouchos, Pecunious Grammateus, Ivy Leaf Report and Graduate Advisor 

 Other possible Chapter Officers 

 Role of Basileus 

 Role Anti-Basileus 

 Role of Grammateus 

 Role of Epistoleus 

 Role of Tamiouchos  

 Role of Pecunious Grammateus 

   

  

 



Closing Gala 

Madame Regional Director, Soror Joya T. Hayes welcome all attendees to the Closing Gala. The Regional 
Protocol Chairman, Soror Adrian Gibson, introduced the VSG’s, former Regional Directors, the Directorate 
and the 90th Regional Conference Chairman and Co-Chairman.  The Conference Chairman, Soror Juliette 
Spivey along with Conference Co-Chairmen welcomed all attendees. Madame Regional Director, Soror 
Joya T. Hayes introduced a special presentation from our 18th Supreme Basileus, Soror Matellia B. Grays.  
United States Congress-woman Soror Sheila Jackson Lee recognized State Representative Boris Miles and 
presented a United States Proclamation to our Regional Director.  The Regional Director introduced the 
President of Texas Southern University, Dr. Lesia L. Crumpton-Young and presented her with a check for 
$5,000. Soror Chelle Luper Wilson, on behalf of the Directorate, presented a gift to our Regional Director. 
Our former South Central Regional Director, Soror Katina Simien Smothers “passed the torch” to Soror 
Joya T. Hayes and presented her with a gift. A member of the South-Central Chaplaincy Committee 
delivered the evening’s grace prior to dinner. The Closing Gala entertainment was provided by R&B group, 
After Seven. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Soror Karen J. Aubrey 

Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter Delegate 

90th South Central Regional Conference 



Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 
Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter 

90th South Central Regional Conference 
Reigniting the Flame of Excellence and Sisterhood 

March 16 – 20, 2022 

 
 It was my honor and privilege to serve as a delegate at the 90th South Central Regional 
Conference, held in-person in Houston, Texas and virtually.  Thank you for allowing me the 
opportunity to serve.  The following report summarizes the activities I attended during this 
conference.   
 
International Program Committee Initiative - Community Service Project and  
Faye B. Bryant Bench Dedication / Wreath Laying Booker T. Washington 
     The community service project was Fill the Bus for Students, and it benefitted the students of 
Booker T. Washington High School. Alpha Kappa Omega and the Global Impact Committee 
partnered to collect personal care kits and COVID-19 sanitary kits.  It was a grand success and we 
arrived at Washington Wednesday morning via a short parade of about 4 – 5 vehicles, honking 
horns and making an entrance! We won, hands-down, in the number of materials collected for 
students and their families.  Final donation numbers were:  Feminine Hygiene Kits – 446, Men’s 
Hygiene Kits – 164; COVID-19 Safety Kits – 868, which totaled 1,478 kits.  This did not include 
teachers’ supplies.  There was a gigantic pink and green bus which served as a backdrop for the 
donations. Thank you to all who donated! 
 
Faye B. Bryant Bench Dedication / Wreath Laying at Booker T. Washington High  
     This was a beautiful and joyous occasion!  It occurred right after the service project. City 
leaders, including Mayor Sylvester Turner, sorority leaders, including Regional Director, Joya T. 
Hayes, Superintendent of H.I.S.D., Millard House II, and Washington Principal, Carlos Phillips, 
were present, along with many sorors, to witness this special dedication and wreath laying. 
 
Thursday Night Welcome 
     The theme for the welcome was Ladies Night Under Neon Lights . . .Oooh, What a Night!  It 
was great to see so many sorors in person! 
 
Opening Plenary Session 
     Protocol Chairman, Soror Adrienne Gibson introduced the dais, very special guests and 
program participants.  This was followed by the Presentation of Colors by Eisenhower High School 
and the Meditation from our very own Soror Polly Sparks Turner, 20th South Central Regional 
Director. The Rededication Ceremony was led by our own Soror Mattelia B. Grays, 18th Supreme 
Basileus.  Greetings were given by conference chairs and co-chairs.  Madame Regional Director 
Joya Hayes was definitely ON FIRE as she entered on a Houston Fire Department fire truck with 
firemen, to the tune of This Girl Is on Fire!  It was definitely a fantastic and unforgettable entry!  
The preliminary attendance and Delegate Report was shared.  There were 3,730 graduate sorors, 
478 undergraduate sorors, General Members – 170. With delegates, there were 482 graduate 
delegates and 87 undergraduate delegates for a total of 569.  Over 1300 sorors live-streamed the 
conference.  The Rules of Conference were given along with the State of the Sorority by Madam, 
Supreme Basileus, Glenda Glover.  This was broken down by target.  Soror Jasmyne McCoy, 
Second Supreme Anti-Basileus gave the state of the undergraduates.  Oher committees reported 



following this. Due to time, the presentation of South Central Regional Awards was delayed until 
the afternoon session.  
     The state of the South Central Region was given enthusiastically by Soror Joya T. Hayes, 
followed by International Committee Reports.  Total membership for the conference was given 
– 12,396 graduate sorors and 1,271 undergraduate sorors. Reactivation numbers were given – 
1,206 graduate, 1,124 General members, for a total of 2,330 reactivations.  Reminder given to 
delegates that voting would be available beginning at 7:00 a.m. in the morning.  Some South 
Central Regional Awards were announced.  A reminder was given to delegates to vote in the 
morning.  
     
      There were 2 main events that evening – Empowerment Session and the EAF AKApollo, which 
were both very well attended.   
 
     The following morning included Continuing Education Courses and workshops.   
 
The Program Workshop 
     Soror Tijuana Bryd, International Program Committee Chair, led the workshop, Strategies for 
Implementing Award-Winning Chapter Programs – Celebrate 2018 Closing - 2022 Regional and 
Chapter Success! Alpha Kappa Omega is on target with the many community partnerships we 
have in Angela House, Change Happens, Ensemble Theater, and Refugee Services to name a few.  
It was a great time to celebrate programs throughout the region! 
 
Closing Plenary Session 
     This session began with a wonderful Musical Prelude by the South Central Regional Choir, 
directed by Soror Linda Knight Burkley.  A touching graduation of sorors, who completed the  
Faye B. Bryant Leadership Institute, was held, complete with caps and gowns.  It was special!  A 
stirring rendition of Rise Up was rendered by Soror Llia Wright, which was followed by words of 
inspiration from our First Supreme Anti-Basileus, Soror Danette Anthony Reed.  The rest of the 
International Committee Reports were given, followed by Cluster Coordinator Reports, which 
were a celebration of achievements! 
 
Closing Gala 
     The theme for the gala was On Fire with Excellence and Excitement for our Sisterhood.  It was 
a fun gala with lots of dancing and entertainment. 
 
Ivy Beyond the Wall 
     It is always a sad but touching ceremony for our Ivies Beyond the Wall. Alpha Kappa Omega 
had the most IBTW sorors. An ivy for each IBTW was placed in honor of each, with a picture 
shown.   
 
     In addition to delegate, I also served as Regional Soror Services Committee Chair and as Co-
Chair of Men’s Activities.  To say the least, I was very occupied with both committees throughout 
the conference.  It was a very busy, yet productive conference.  It was great to see sorors in 
person. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Soror Laura Allen,  
Anti-Basileus of Programs 
 



Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 
Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter  

Delegate Report for the 90th South Central Regional Conference 
“Reigniting the Flame of Excellence and Sisterhood” 

Houston, TX 
March 17-20, 2022 

 

Greetings Sorors,  

Thank you for the opportunity to allow me to represent our chapter as a delegate for the 90th South Central Regional 

Conference. It was a pleasure to serve in this capacity. 

Activities Assigned:   
Legacy Breakfast:  Our very own Legacy Mother/Daughter Trio, Sorors Patricia Roberts, Bianca Anderson, and 
Natosha Roberts Jones, hosted the luncheon with poise. As the slide show tributes rolled on the screen, the Legacy 
Breakfast participants exuded immense pride and joy as each legacy set paraded and danced around the room to 
“We Are Family”.  Celebrating our mothers, daughters, and sisters who stand beside us in the room and 
remembering those that are no longer with us physically. After a tasty breakfast, our Keynote Speaker, Soror Legacy 
Dr. Jonita Wallace Reynolds gave an inspiring speech about the power of a legacy. And a solemn moment of reading 
the Mother/Daughter Litany, the culmination of the Legacy Breakfast, was led by the 18th Supreme Basileus, Soror 
Mattelia Grays and her legacy daughter, Soror Karen Grays Gray. 
 
WK14:  PEARLfecting the College Experience:  This workshop was full of nuggets as the Undergraduate Member-At-
Large, Soror Alysse Guerrier gave insightful tips on how an undergraduate chapter can be successful and impactful in 
meeting the program targets. She talked about having REACH (Resilience, Excellence, Ambition, Connection and 
Heart) with each program. She highlighted how being tech savvy is one key to program success. She said to engage 
and share events with followers when they are most active on social media and suggested that after the program 
ends its important to post pictures and get followers and chapter sorors to evaluate the event. To broaden your 
reach, she suggested partnering with neighboring chapters and school programs. She stated how branding and 
visibility are two key campus must. She also suggested that creating a timeline for planning events and creating flyers 
with Who, What, Where, What-time and Why at a minimum, lead to success. She then gave ideas for programs 
events and allowed participants to share their successful chapter program ideas and best practices. Some of the ideas 
were events for:  Vision Board Creation, Development of Self-Affirmations, Adopt a Street, Table-Top discussions, 
Natural Hair Care, Pilates and Nutrition, Book Clubs, How To Develop A Monthly Budget Sheet, Birth Control and 
Prevention and many more.  Participants went home with a new outlook and a loaded toolkit.  
 
Undergraduate Luncheon: 
The Undergraduate Luncheon was refreshing as the room was filled with excitement, rejuvenation, giggles, and hugs. 
The luncheon began with each undergraduate chapter showcasing their chapter chant in the chapter roll call videos. 
Then the South Central Region Leadership Fellows took the stage for introductions and for all to see.  The speaker for 
the day was none other than New York Times Best Selling Author of Beasts of Prey, Soror Ayana Gray.  She talked 
about her personal accounts of how “Feeding the Flame” was/is the key to keeping sisterhood sustainable. After a 
delicious lunch, we stood on our feet to congratulate those earning chapter target, individual and academic awards. 
Much praise and kudos go to Epsilon Lambda Chapter and Gamma Psi Chapter for their awards takeover! To place 
the icing on the cake, our Corporate Sponsor and Chevron Representative, Soror Angela Knight, gave a short 
presentation about their partnership with Alpha Kappa Alpha and their new campus recruitment strategies. She and 
other sorors who represent Chevron, offered brief one on one meetings with undergraduates after the luncheon to 
talk about future employment opportunities.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Soror Pippa Brown-Andrews 
Graduate Advisor to Omicron Gamma Chapter 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beasts_of_Prey_(novel)
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Sorors:  Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your delegate to the 90th South Central Regional 
Conference in Houston, Texas.  It was a pure joy to finally fellowship, in-person, with so many 
sorors across the South Central Region.   My conference assignments included Workshop 02:  
Constitution – Parliamentary Procedure:  Time to Practice It with Confidence and Assurance and 
Workshop 16: Connection and Social Action AKAs L.E.A.D. 4.0 – The Power of Pink Advocacy. 
  
Workshop 02:  Constitution – Parliamentary Procedure:  Time to Practice It with Confidence and 
Assurance 
Presenter:  Soror Camille Waters, South Center Representative to the International Constitution 
Committee 
 
The workshop began with a short video of a meeting in which sorors were attempting to plan a 
scholarship gala.  The video was riddle with errors in presentation of a motion, the amendment of 
the motion, and calling for the vote of the motion. 
 
In presenting a motion, a soror should remember to present a formal proposal in the affirmative 
and avoid a negative proposal.  For example, a negative motion is, “I move NOT to have a 
scholarship gala.”  Instead, the motion should be stated in the affirmative, “I move to have a 
scholarship gala.” 
 
The motion must be seconded to open discussion, otherwise it dies.  The soror who seconds the 
motion does not necessarily have to be in favor of the motion and the maker of the motion should 
be the first to speak on the motion.  After discussion, the chair should call the vote of the motion. 
 
There are also secondary motions which include: subsidiary motions, privilege motions and 
incidental motions. 
 
Subsidiary motions assist the assembly in treating or disposing of a main motion.   Subsidiary 
motions as a class are distinguished by having all five of the following characteristics: (1) they are 
always applied to another motion while it is pending, to aid in treating or disposing of it; (2) they 
apply to any main motion; (3) they fit into an order precedence; (4) they are out of order when 
another member has the floor; and (5) they are in order during the entire time that a motion to 
which they can be applied. Examples of subsidiary motions include motions to limit or end debate 
(which requires a 2/3 vote); motions to table discussion; or motions to amended the pending 
motion.  The amendment should be voted on before the main motion.  The amendment must pass 
with majority vote, then the underlying main motion must still be considered by the assembly. 
 
Privilege motions do not relate to the pending business, but have to do with special matters of 
immediate and overriding importance, without debate, should be allowed to interrupt the 
consideration of anything else. Examples include motions to adjourn, recess,  or raise a question 
of privilege.   

 

Reignited the Flame of Excellence and Sisterhood 
 

90th South Central Regional Conference 
Delegate Report 

Shelly Davis Smith 
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Incidental motions deal with questions of procedure arising out of: (1) commonly, another pending 
motion; but also (2) sometimes, another motion or item of business: (a) that it is desired to 
introduce, (b) that has been made but has not yet been stated by the chair, or (c) that just been 
pending.  Incidental motions are undebatable. Examples of incidental motions include motions to  
appeal chair’s decision or motions related to the method of voting or polling, i.e. by raising hands 
or standing. 
 
There is no longer a class for “Old Business.” Per Robert Rules of Order, we should use a class 
identified as “Unfinished Business.”  
 
For further information you are encouraged to review the resource guide and Robert Rules of 
Order. 
 
Workshop 16: Connection and Social Action AKAs L.E.A.D. 4.0 – The Power of Pink Advocacy. 
 
Presenter:  Soror Myra McKenzie-Harris, South Center Representative to the International 
Connection Committee 
 
Soror Myra opened the workshop by stating, “Give the people what they want!” 
 
Chapters should develop a strategic plan for voter education, voter registration and mobilization 
activities.  Chapters should develop a plan that keeps the community engaged to actually vote in 
the elections after registration.  Soror Myra mentioned on numerous occasions that the Alpha 
Kappa Omega Chapter has received numerous awards for voter registration and encourage other 
chapters to follow the example set by Alpha Kappa Omega.   
 
We should know and understand the voter protections laws for all underrepresented communities, 
not just the Black communities. Chapter’s action plan should include a method to track legislative 
agenda, positions of public officials and its local impact. Start planning now to advocate for current 
and future AKA agenda.  Inform the public about key legislative regulations and the long-term 
and short-term impact on the underrepresented communities. Encourage the underrepresented 
communities to vote in mid-term elections and general elections.  Prepare a Citizens Tool Kit and 
include voter education materials, key election dates and continue to empower and encourage to 
the community to get involved in the advocacy process. 
 
Soror Myra encouraged us to partner with several organizations whose agendas and goals are 
parallel to our efforts.  Some of our partner organizations include the NAACP, Poor People’s 
Campaign, Urban League, and the League of Women Voters. She further encourage use to partner 
with local churches and communities centers.  Some our physical efforts should include canvassing 
neighborhoods, creating a 30 second elevator pitch to mobilize the community, phone banking, 
pulling information on non-registered voters, visiting senior communities, providing buses to 
polling locations and making a decision to run for office.  
 
Soror Shelia Jackson Lee presented information on the importance of representation at the local, 
state and national level.  
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Delegate Certification 
Graduate 598
Undergraduate 100
General 12
General Total Certified Delegates 710
 
Voting this year was conducted wholly electronically by “Data on the Spot” and the delegates were 
not required to stand to long lines to submit their votes. Tellers report included the following:   
 
Propose Bylaw Amendment  Rational For Against 
Article III CHAPTERS Section 11, Page 23: 
Each Chapter shall have at least one meeting per 
month except during the summer months. 
Failure to meet three consecutive months 
between September and June will make the 
chapter inactive and ineligible for representation 
at Boule. Chapter meetings are to be held in a 
manner that allows sorors to be in a room 
together for face-to-face discussion of chapter 
business. Sorors who are not present in person 
shall have the right to participate electronically, 
subject to any limitations established in rules 
adopted by the Chapter to govern such 
participation. Except for specific officers, and 
sorors sponsoring candidates for membership, 
attendance at chapter meetings and activities 
shall be voluntary. 

 To grant chapters the 
flexibility to conduct either 
face-to-face or hybrid 
meetings in a manner that 
best suits their membership. 
The proposed amendment 
would foster increased 
retention and engagement by 
allowing chapter members to 
remain active in their chapter 
despite changes in mobility 
and other life circumstances. 

443 219

     
The proposed bylaw amendment received the requisite 2/3 vote and will move forward for 
consideration at the 2022 Boule in Orlando, Florida. 
 

South Central Region Candidates for International Nominating Committee 
Name Chapter Votes

Soror Micaela Bowers Omicron Lambda Omega, New Orleans, LA 44
Soror Jacqueline Caviel Mu Kappa Omega, Missouri City, TX 44
Soror Gwendolyn Kimble Tau Rho Omega, Carrollton, TX 288
Soror Lindsey Leverett-Higgins Phi Alpha Omega, Bentonville, AR 12
Soror Tracey Regina Lewis Xi Alpha Omega, Houston, TX 71
Soror Toni McCastle-Freeman General 166
Soror Yolanda Renee Murdock Alpha Kappa Omega, Houston, TX 13
Soror Shalonda Russess-Davis Alpha Alpha Xi Omega, San Antonio, TX 12
Soror Gwendolyn Kimble will be the South Central Region Representative to the International 
Nominating Committee. 
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Time & Place Report 
South Central Regional Conference 

New Orleans, Louisiana  2023
Austin, Texas  2024
  

Cluster Retreats 
West Texas/New Mexico  9/24/2022
Southeast Texas  10/1/2022
Arkansas  10/8/2022
Northeast Texas  10/15/2022
South Louisiana  12/3/2022
Southwest Texas  10/29/2022
North Louisiana  11/5/2022
 
Finally, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. has a business directory for its members.  If you have a 
business you may publish pertinent information in the business directory on www.aka1908.com 
until July 2022. 
 
Sisterly, 
Shelly Davis Smith 

http://www.aka1908.com/


Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 
90th South Central Regional Conference 

Houston, TX March 16-20, 2022 
Delegate Report 

 

It was an honor and privilege to serve as a delegate at the 90th South Central Regional Conference, 

Reigniting the Flame of Excellence and Sisterhood, in Houston, TX, March 16 - 20, 2022. Thank you for 

allowing me the opportunity to serve. My assignments were the Thursday Night Welcome, as well as 

workshops WK17 and WK04. Additionally, I participated in the Wreath Laying for Soror Faye B Bryant, 

Public Meeting, and all Plenary Sessions.  

 

Delegate Assignments: The Thursday Night Welcome was a true party, the lobby of the GRB was 

magically transformed into a festive party venue including great finger food stations, party music, line 

dancing as well as struts and strolls by the undergraduates. The welcome was a great time for Sorors of 

South Central to enjoy the company of Sorors they have not seen face to face in more than two years at 

a regional conference. Sorors Joya T. Hayes, Regional Director; Soror Polly Turner, 20th South Central 

Regional Director and Soror Gwendolyn Brinkley, 23rd South Central Regional Director all delivered 

welcomes to the Sorors in attendance.  

 

Workshop WK04 Membership --This workshop stressed the tools that have been developed to aid 

chapters in maintaining membership. The emphasis should be placed on reclamation, reactivation, and 

retention of members. The new Membership Intake process is committed to retention strategies for 

excellence. It was stressed that each chapter should be using the Reactivation Tool Kit. It was also 

suggested that we no longer use the term “lost Pearls” we should now use “Very Important Pearls” 

when talking about reactivation. In the workshop it was noted that Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter was 

recognized as one of 2021-2022 Best of the Best by submitted all required documents on time for 2021 

and reactivated the most members in the South Central Region.  

 

Workshop WK17 Rituals -- The workshop stressed the proper implementation of AKA ritual ceremonies. 

It concentrated on who should have access to ritual documents, attire, and MIP trends. Ritual 

documents can only be purchased by the chapter Basileus. The following Sorors are the only members 

that should have a copy of the rituals: Membership Chair, Rituals Chair and Graduate Advisors. Annual 

Rituals – Rededication, Instillation of Officers, and Gavel ceremony. Open Rituals – Ivy Beyond the Wall 

and Instillation of Officers. Closed Rituals – Rededication, MIP, Chapter Chartering and Honorary 

Membership.  

 

I also attended the Wreath Laying for Soror Faye B. Bryant held Thursday morning. It served as an 

example of her dignity and importance to the community. Each speaker stressed her desire and drive as 

an active member of the Houston community to continue to improve education for youth. Sorors at the 

wreath laying participated in the Litany for Soror Faye B. Bryant, which encouraged us to remember the 

historical significance of Soror Faye B. Bryant and her legacy.  The Public Meeting included welcomes by 

the Divine Nine in the Houston area and a charismatic speech by the Reverend Al Sharpton. Rev. 

Sharpton stressed the importance of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. in the community. He stated that 

AKA is instrumental in building the community and moving women forward. The women of AKA are 



advocates for African Americans, being the first to fight for women's rights, and are keeping things 

moving forward, as members of AKA continue to provide needed community services to enhance the 

community.  

 

Plenary Sessions:  Opening Plenary Session -- The session was opened by Soror Joya T. Hayes followed 

by the entrance of the dais and very special guests. The dais was introduced by Sore Adrienne E. 

Gibson, South Central Regional Protocol Chairman. Eisenhower High School presented the colors 

followed by the Meditation lead by Soror Polly Sparks Turner. The Rededication Ceremony was next on 

the agenda led by Soror Mattelia B. Grays. Soror Jolie Rocke from Xi Alpha Omega Chapter sang “He's 

Got the Whole World in His Hands”. Followed by greetings from Sorors Juliette Spivey, Camelia 

Robinson, Kim Warren and the 90th South Central Regional Conference Welcome. Soror Joya was most 

definitely “on fire” when she came into the Plenary Session to music by Alicia Keys, “Girl on Fire” with 

help from the Houston Fire Department. She really ignited the Sorors in the room. Delegates were 

seated and the business of the South Central Regional Conference moved forward. The State of the 

Sorority was presented by Soror Glenda Glover, Supreme Basileus, and the state of the Undergraduates 

was presented by Soror Jasmyne E. McCoy, Second Supreme Anti-Basileus. The final report of the 

session was the International Nominating Committee.  

 

The Second Plenary Session -Soror Gwendolyn J. Brinkley introduced the South Central Regional 

Director. The State of the South Central Region was presented by Soror Joya T. Hayes. Total 

Membership 13,667 (12,396 Graduate, 1,271 Undergraduate); Chapters Chartered 1; Interest Groups 5; 

Undergraduate Chapters 3; Reactivations 2,330 (1,206 Graduate, 1,124 General)  

 

The Closing Plenary Session- Undergraduate Member-at-Large Presided for this meeting. The 1st 

Graduating class of the Faye B. Bryant Leadership Institute was horned at this session. Conference 

Attendance: graduates - 4,658; undergraduates - 536; general 227; former directorate – 10; directorate -

10. Time and Place: Virtual Cluster October 1, 2022; Regional Conference FY23 New Orleans, LA; FY24 

Austin, TX. Tellers Report for the South Central International Nominating Committee Representative: 

Micaela Bowers 44; Jacqueline Caviel 44; Gwendolyn Kimble 288; Lindsey Leverett-Higgins 12; Tracey 

Lewis 71; Toni McCastle-Freeman 166; Yolanda Murdock 13; Shalonda Russell-Davis 12. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Soror Shonthenia Edwards 


