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Chapter Meeting Minutes 

September 17, 2022 

Call to Order/Greeting: The Basileus, Soror Cherise Story, announced being happy to see sorors smiling faces and 
welcomed to the September 17, 2022, business meeting of the back-to-back award-winning Chapter of the Year, which 
is called to order at 11:00 a.m. Basileus Story hoped everyone enjoyed their summer hiatus and encouraged sorors to 
view the awards display. There were 578 sorors in attendance at the meeting that was held at The Collective, 12401 
South Post Oak Road, Houston, TX 77045. 

 
Adoption of the Rules & Parliamentarian Tip: Soror Veronica Johnson, Parliamentarian, presented special rules 
of order adopted December 17, 2005, governing all chapter meetings. The parliamentary tip: If the rules explicitly 
require a majority or 2/3 of the members present or a majority or 2/3 of the entire membership, an abstention will have 
the same effect as a no vote. Even in such a case, however, an abstention is not a vote and is not counted as a vote. 

 
Approval of Agenda: Basileus Story reported the agenda packets were uploaded to the members only section of the 
chapter’s website for your review. There is one adjustment, Soror Stacie Hawkins, will present the Meditation & Prayer 
on behalf of Soror Charlyn Kyles, Chaplain. The agenda was modified and adopted with no objections; the agenda 
was adopted by unanimous consent. 

 
Meditation & Prayer: Basileus Story asked everyone to remember all the sorors mentioned in our eBlasts and phone 
messages since the June chapter meeting, who have illnesses or challenges in their families. Soror Stacie Hawkins 
provided the meditation and prayer. 

 
Basileus Message: 

• Sorors this is our first in-person meeting in 30 months since March 2022, when we had to pivot to a virtual 

meeting, to now coming full circle. We all received the May 5, 2022, communication from Supreme Basileus 

Danette Anthony Reed stating that the in-person meeting mandate will be re-evaluated after September 30, 

2022. I also want you to know that your concerns regarding having only in-person meeting have been heard 

by the regional director and the Directorate. It has been confirmed that there will be no hybrid chapter 

meetings, they will be in-person only. Thank you to those sorors who have heeded the safety recommendation 

of our chapter’s Pandemic Taskforce to wear face masks at our chapter meetings. 

• There are a few things to bring to your attention from a meeting with Regional Director Joya Hayes. 

The Southeast Texas Cluster retreat will be in-person on October 1, 2022, at the Woodlands Waterway 

Marriott Hotel. At the cluster retreat we will receive a wealth of information, including some major changes 

from the Supreme Basileus: 

a. Standards Evaluations are coming, and the examination cycle will be shared. 

b. We’ll receive an overview of the Membership Experience that replaces the Membership Intake 

Process. Mandatory Membership Experience training for Basilei, Membership Chairmen and 

Graduate Advisors will be held before the end of 2022, and again in 2023 at the Leadership 

Conference. 

c. Branding guidelines will eliminate chapter logos. 

d. Regarding the 90th South Central Regional Conference bags, scarves, and t-shirts: Conference bags 

are being shipped in batches after sorors pay the $25 shipping fee. Basilei and their designees will 

need to pick-up scarves and t-shirts at the cluster retreat to disseminate to their members. 

e. Information for the 91st South Central Regional Conference will be announced in December and room 

blocks will be available in January 2023. 

f. Reminder that programs, events, and fundraisers should be exclusive to your area. 
 

Basileus Story provided updates and highlights from the 70th Boule via PowerPoint on the screen monitor. Delegates 
were recognized and their reports were uploaded to the chapter’s website. Basileus Story provided pictures of special 
guests such as Vice President Kamala Harris, Robin Roberts, Al Sharpton, and Yolanda Adams. There were several 
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chapter gatherings throughout Boule where sorors were able to interact. 
 
Congratulations to our chapter members who received international appointments, Soror JoAnn Brown, Chairman 
of the International Conference Planning Committee; Soror Deidra Fontaine, Chairman of Honorary Members and 
Awards Committee, and Soror Dawn Benjamin, Diamond, Pearl, Golden, and Silver Soror Committee. 

 
Basileus Story asked sorors to please leave our lovely table decorations as they will be used monthly. 

Basileus Story announced 433 sorors in attendance, which exceeds the minimum needed for a quorum. 

Introduction of Reactivated & Transfer sorors: Soror Monica Arrington, Reactivation Chairman, recognized and 
welcomed reactivating and transferring sorors. The reactivation mixer will be held on September 24, 2022, more 
information to come in the chapter eBblasts. 

 
 

Introduction of Visiting sorors: Soror Pamela Cormier, Hodegos, introduced visiting, transferring and reactivating 
sorors in attendance. 

 
Basileus Story announced an addition to the Boule report, former Supreme Basileus, Mattelia Grays attended 
Boule virtually. Former Supreme Basileus, Glenda Glover came to Houston to video tape the presentation, 
this was the first Boule Soror Mattelia has not physically attended. 

 
Introduction of VSG Chapter Members: Soror Sheri Cole introduced Soror Mattelia B. Grays,18th Supreme Basileus; 
Soror Polly Sparks Turner, 20th South Central Regional Director; Soror Gwendolyn J. Brinkley, 23rd South Central 
Regional Director; Soror Berna Greer, Former Supreme Tamiouchos and former Chairman of the International 
Investment Committee. 

 
Introduction of Service Project: Soror Laura Allen, Anti-Basileus of Programs, announced the service project 
for September focused on the Uplift Our Local Community Program Initiative. The chapter participated in the 
UNCF Walk for Education at Tom Bass Park on September 10, 2022, donations in the amount of $2,720 were 
collected. 

 
 

OFFICER & STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Please reference the chapter website for Officer Reports. 

Approval of the Minutes: Basileus Story reported June 18, 2022, chapter meeting minutes recorded by Soror Mary 
Smith Johnson, Grammateus, were uploaded to the  Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter website  for review.  Soror  Smith 
Johnson announced no corrections to the June 18, 2022, minutes. 

Action: With no corrections or objections, the chapter minutes were adopted as presented. 
 

Correspondence: Soror Jo-Carolyn Goode, Epistoleus, referred the body to the written Correspondence Report 
uploaded to the chapter’s website for review of thank you notes. Other correspondence received as follows: 1) Soror 
Charlotte Bryant is celebrating her 92nd birthday, she is asking the chapter to support her birthday fundraiser by 

supporting the Blue Triangle Community Center building renovations. 2) 20th South Central Regional Director, Soror 
Polly Sparks Turner selected as 2022 Role Model by The Greater Houston Women’s Chamber of Commerce 
requesting the chapter to procure sponsorship to the event on October 19, 2022. 3) Soror Jessica Hill, Basileus of Mu 
Kappa Omega Chapter, extends gratitude and appreciation to Sorors Cherise Story and Edwina Johnson, 
Membership Chairman for providing sisterly resources to navigate through the Membership Intake Process. 4) The 
Houston HBCU Alumni Association invites the chapter to be a community partner for their 2023 Annual College  Fair 
on March 4, 2023. 5) Kappa Alpha Psi Greater Houston Area & Southeast Texas Area Chapters invite the chapter to 
the 44th C. Rodger Wilson Leadership Conference on  September  22-24,  2022.  Notes  of  appreciation for our 
generous donations were received from Soror Karen E. Jackson, Founder/CEO Sisters Network, Inc.; Christy Casey-
Moore, CEO of HeartGift; Matthew L. Myers, President of Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids and Alina Jones, DFPS 
Program Director. 

 

Pecunious Grammateus Report: Soror Monica Baynard, Pecunious Grammateus, presented the Financial 
Summary Report for June 30, 2022, July 31, 2022, and August 31, 2022. Funds of $17,603.11 were collected over 
the three-month period. These collections result in a year-to-date total received of $709,185.52. The Pecunious 
Grammateus will refer the report to the Audit Committee for review. 



This document is a draft until approved by the Alpha Kappa Omega Body of Membership. 

Page 3 of 6 

 

Additional notes: 

• Dues for Life Membership, Graduate members, and South Central Regional Conference Assessments are 
being collected today at the finance table. Place payments in a white envelope with your personal 
information to help identify and record receipts appropriately. 

• Financial cards will be mailed to all members and the financial team is coordinating schedules to create a 
date for sorors to pick-up sorority documents. 

 

Basileus Story announced sorors do not have the full agenda packet, only the agenda and the proposed 
budget were printed. The full agenda packet was uploaded to the chapter’s website for your review. 

 
Tamiouchos Report: Soror Keri Love, Tamiouchos, presented the following reports for the period ending August 31, 
2022: Comparison of Budget to Actual; Statement of Financial Position; Monthly Bank Reconciliation; and Outstanding 
Checks. Chapter assets as reported in the Statement of Financial Position are listed in the chart below. 

 

 
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

Chapter Operations $ 474,441.14 Housing $ 136,398.20 

Grants and Self-Sustaining $ 47,568.79 Savings $ 19,176.92 
  TOTAL ASSETS $ 677,585.05 

 

 
Executive Committee: Soror Felicia Wright, Anti-Grammateus, presented the Executive Committee report. The 
Executive Committee of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter met virtually via Zoom on 
Wednesday, September 14, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. There were 27 members present including the Executive Committee, 
committee chairpersons, and the virtual technology team. The Executive Committee brings forth the following 
recommendations: 

1) The chapter donate $1,500.00 to the Southeast Texas Cluster Service Project, with funds coming from the 
contributions line item. Action: Recommendation passed. 

2) The chapter reimburse the Graduate Advisors of Gamma Psi, Epsilon Lambda, and Omicron Gamma 
chapters $150.00 for the second required Undergraduate Roundup held in San Antonio, Texas. 
Action: Recommendation passed. 

3) The chapter donate an additional $1,500.00 to the UNCF Walk, with funds coming from the contributions line 
item. Action: Recommendation passed. 

4) The chapter become a community partner of the Houston HBCU Alumni Association College Fair to be held 
March 4, 2023, with a fee of $125.00, with funds coming from the contributions line item. 
Action: Recommendation passed. 

5) The Ivy Educational and Charitable Foundation of Houston, Incorporated (IEACF) have a dedicated table at 
the September chapter meeting to sell cookbooks. Action: Recommendation passed. 

 

20th South Central Regional Director, Soror Polly Sparks Turner requested a form of sponsorship from the chapter to 
honor her being selected as 2022 Role Model by the Houston Women’s Chamber of Commerce. In past years the 
chapter has supported members who are honored in organizations. Soror Pamela Cormier announced the different 
levels of sponsorship. Soror Yolanda Murdock made the motion to purchase sponsorship the Speedway level in the 
amount of $1,900. Discussion: Soror Thedrial Morris inquired if funds would come from the contingencies line item. 
Soror Terri Tillman amended the original motion to increase the amount to $3,000, Basileus Story responded the 
current funds in contingencies does not support the increased amount. The amended motion failed due to lack of a 
second. Soror Patricia Roberts called for the previous question; the motion to return to the previous question passed. 
The motion to purchase sponsorship in the amount of $1,900 for The Greater Houston Women’s Chamber of 
Commerce passed. 

 

EXCELLENCE IN PROGRAMMING REPORTS 
 

Please reference the chapter website for Programming Reports. 

 
Target 3: Building Your Economic Legacy: Soror Sahira Abdool, Chairman, brings special greetings on behalf of 
the Co-chairmen and the committee to share the wrap-up report and highlight from the last meeting held via Zoom on 
June 6, 2022. The Grow with Google Webinar held on June 30, 2022, featured Improve your Resume’ Practical 
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Strategies. Participants from the various events were acknowledged for supporting the committee throughout the 
year. Items addressed in the meeting are detailed in the Committee Report. 

 
Target 5: Global Impact: Soror Clara Cooper, Chairman, reported that the Committee met on June 2, 2022, to plan 
and discuss activities for the upcoming months that focused on the goals of the Global Impact Target. The updates 
for the June activities: Community service project provided support to refugee families; The World Refugee Day 
Walkathon, and hosted Part II of the Pad Project to assist girls in Kenya. A special thanks was given to Soror Michelle 
Lastrapes, Co-Chairman and Soror Cherise Story for the opportunity to serve and all sorors who worked on the 
committee. 

Committee Reports 

Please reference the chapter website for Committee Reports. 

 

 
2022-2026 Soaring Initiatives: Soror Laura Allen, Anti-Basileus of Programs, introduced “Soaring to Greater Heights 
of Service and Sisterhood”, the 2022-2026 International Program Initiatives Chairman. The following were introduced: 
Strengthen Our Sisterhood Chairman, Soror Shanda Provost; Empower Our Families, Chairman Soror Erica Smith; 
Build Our Economic Wealth, Chairman, Soror Sahira Abdool; Enhance Our Environment, Chairman, Soror Michelle 
Lastrapes; Advocate for Social Justice, Chairman, Soror Shelly Davis Smith; Uplift Our Local Community, Chairman, 
Soror Karen Reed. 

 
Advocate for Social Justice Committee: Soror Shelly Davis Smith, Chairman, highlighted items on the committee 
report. National Voter Registration Day is September 20, 2022, the committee will collaborate with the League of 
Women Voters. The chapters candidate forum will be held on October 19, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom webinar and 
Facebook live, candidates for public office in Harris County and Fort Bend Count will be invited to participate. Important 
dates to remember: Last day to register to vote is October 11, 2022; Last day to request mail in ballot is October 28, 
2022; Early voting is October 24 - November 4, 2022, and Election Day is Tuesday, November 8, 2022. 

 
Chapter Retreat Wrap-Up: Soror Edwina Johnson, Membership Chairman, announced 404 sorors attended the 

chapter retreat held on August 13, 2022. The highlights were workshops presented by 23rd South Central Regional 
Director, Soror Gwendolyn J. Brinkley, Sorors Cherry Gooden & Jo-Carolyn Goode, Sorors Laura Allen & Andrea 
Bonner. Soror Cherise Story announced the 2022 Boule highlights and Soror Shanda Provost sisterly relations 
committee engaged sorors by playing songs to dance through the decades. Sorors Tamara Cubit and Erica Dean 
from the Risk Management Team provided personal awareness education for sorors who left visible items in unlocked 
cars in the parking lot. 

 

Finance Committee: 2023 Proposed Budget: Soror Keri Love, Tamiouchos, announced the purpose of the three 
meetings were to review and discuss the proposed 2023 budget to present to the chapter for review at the September 
meeting and to vote on at the November meeting. The proposed budget was explained in detail, attached to agenda 
packets, and displayed on the monitor screen for sorors to view. The 2023 proposed budget is based on a projection 
of 900 active sorors. Proposed A: dues amount with food will be $508 for graduate members and $383 for life 
members. Proposed B: $350 without food for graduate members and $225 for life members. We are utilizing funds 
from our Operating Account to offset some of the chapter dues. Items were highlighted are in detailed in the Committee 
Report. 

 

Soror Gwendolyn J. Brinkley, 23rd South Central Regional Director read the Finance Committee recommendation from 
the committee report and inquired about the word “And” in the first sentence which means both. Soror Love apologized 
for the error because “And” does change the meaning, the report will be adjusted. The committee discussed instead 
of raising the dues by $25, the overage will be taken from the Operating account, the same as this year. If the overage 
is there it will be moved to the Housing account. The $25 request was received from the Housing Committee, if available 
after December 31, 2022, $22,500 will be moved into the Housing account. Soror Brinkley commented the chapter 
will need to help the undergraduates attend the Membership Experience, understanding is needed to why the money 
will be put in Housing account. 

 
Soror Patricia Roberts voiced concerns that in both budgets A & B the rational is increasing the line item for Housing, 
she is asking for reconsideration on Housing at this time due to the economic climate and the new mandates. A motion 
was made and properly seconded to remove the $45 from Housing in both options A & B. A detailed discussion ensued 
over the chapter having a place of our own, pros and cons of both proposed budgets, and accepting the Finance 
Committee report as written. Soror Patricia Roberts amended the original motion. The restated motion is the Finance 
Committee will remove the recommendation from the report. Discussion: Soror Monica Baynard stated 
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the verbiage in the report is what was discussed and decided in the Finance Committee meeting. After much discussion 
and confusion over what the recommendation should be, the motion to amend the original motion was tabled by Soror 
Patricia Roberts. Basileus Story called for the vote to table the discussion and refer the report back  to the Finance 
Committee. The motion to table passed. 

 
Nominating Committee: Sorors Sheri Cole, Chairman and Creaque Charles, Co-Chairman, presented the report. The 
2022 Chapter Officer Election Guidelines were read in its entirety, displayed on the screen monitor and a copy attached 
to the Nominating Committee Report.  The preliminary ballot for 2023-chapter officers were announced   with dates to 
remember, all correspondence should be emailed to nomakomega@gmail.com. 

 
Soror LaDonna Harris inquired about voting on the Nominating Committee report. Basileus Story carried the motion 
to accept the Nominating Committee report, motion passed. 

 
Technology Committee: Soror Carolene Goffney, Chairman, presented the following Virtual Voting Reminders: 

 

• The November Chapter Officers election will be conducted through our virtual voting platform, Simply Voting 
at vote@simplyvoting.com. 

• The email address on the corporate website is where your electronic ballot will be sent. 

• To ensure the correct email address by updating your profile at AKA1908.com. 

• Attendance for the November 19, 2022, sorority meeting will be taken at 12 noon. 

• Sorors must be checked in before noon to be eligible to receive a ballot. 

• Notify the Basileus when attendance validation is complete and finalized ballot. 

• Voting will begin shortly after during the meeting. 

• Voting results will not be provided at the end of the meeting. 

• The Basileus will send an announcement of the voting results. 

• The voting window will be announced and sorors will have ample time to vote. 

• Technology will have time for troubleshooting issues. 
Sorors are asked to complete the short one-minute survey to ease entry to sorority meeting. 

 

Standards Committee: Soror Faye Phillips, Chairman, reported that the Committee met on September 1, 2022, via 
Zoom. Items focused on in the meeting are detailed in the Committee Report. The technology committee developed 
individual links for all committee chairman and co-chairman to download documents for the Standards Evaluation. 
The revised Soror Code of Ethics  was  sent via eBlasts and the QR Code is displayed  on the screen for sorors     to 
send submissions today. 

 

Graduate Advisor Reports 
 

Joint Chapter: Soror VeRonique Franklin, Graduate Advisor, announced the Fall Joint Chapter will be held on 

Saturday, October 15, 2022, at the University of Houston - Central. The theme for the meeting is “Soaring and 

Strengthening Our Sisterhood…Home is where the Heart is”. 

 
Gamma Psi Chapter, Texas Southern University: Soror VeRonique Franklin, Graduate Advisor, presented the 

following event chapter highlights: 

• 2022 Boule in Orlando, Florida. 

• 2022 HBCU Step & Stroll: Back to the Yard Kickoff. 

• 2022 Fall Undergraduate Round-Up… It’s Above use Now… Soaring to New Heights of Service and 

Sisterhood”. 

• WelKome TSU 26. 

• Back to School supply give away. 

• Gamma Psi Chapter Retreat. 

• Soror Melanie Mays Co-Captain of the TSU Sensations. 

Epsilon Lambda Chapter, University of Houston: Soror Jo-Carolyn Goode, member of the Graduate Advisory 

Committee, presented the following: 

• Four members were inducted into the Order of Omega, an honor society for Greeks. 

• Sincere thanks to the Graduate Advisory Committee for what they bring to the chapter and for the support given. 
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Omicron Gamma Chapter, University of Houston Downtown: Soror Pippa Brown-Andrews, Graduate Advisor, 

presented. The following was provided: 

• Boule 2022 Soror Taiya Youngs candidate for 2nd Supreme Anti-Basileus. 

• Soror Taiya Youngs appointed by Madam Regional Director, Soror Joya T. Hayes as the Southeast Texas 

Undergraduate Cluster Coordinator. 

• August 27, 2022, Chapter Planning Retreat and Officer Training. 

• August 30, 2022, Meet the Greeks. 

• September 1, 2022, Student Involvement Day 

• September 9, 2022, Undergraduate Round-Up… It’s Above Us Now… Soaring to New Heights of Service 

and Sisterhood”. 

 

New Business: 

• Soror Elnora Flewellen inquired about challenged sorors having a hybrid chapter meeting option. Basileus 

Story responded currently there is no hybrid option, and it is not a chapter decision, the Supreme Basileus 

will reevaluate after September 30, 2022. 

• Soror Courtney Smith made the motion for the chapter to donate $5,000 to the Ivy Educational & Charitable, 

Foundation of Houston, Inc. for scholarships. The motion was moved and properly seconded. Motion passed. 

• Soror Karen Grays-Gray mentioned voting procedure for our sorors who not technology savvy. Basileus 

Story responded there are 13 sorors who will need a different process and tablets will be made available. 
 

Announcements: 

• Soror Staci Taylor Fullmighter, Chairman of the Ivy Educational & Charitable Foundation Fashion Show, 

announce the IEACF’s Return to Runway to be held on November 6, 2022, at the Bayou City Center. On your 

table is a flyer with a QR Code that can be used to purchase tickets. The model call will be hosted on 

Thursday, September 29, 2022, at the Bayou City Event Center. There a raffle tickets on sale in the foyer. 
 

Soror Jo-Carolyn Goode, Epistoleus, announced the following: 

• Congratulations to Basileus Cherise Story and Soror Veronica Johnson, both were nominated as a 2022 
Women of Houston in the Empower Category by the Women of Houston Magazine. 

 

Birthday Acknowledgment: On behalf of the Hostess Committee, Soror Jade Waddy, Hostess Committee Co- 

Chairman, acknowledged all sorors celebrating birthdays during August and September of 2022. A presentation of 

names for all sorors celebrating birthdays were displayed virtually and accompanied by a happy birthday salute by 

Stevie Wonder. Basileus Story announced our 18th Supreme Basileus celebrated her 91st birthday. 

 

The Sorority Hymn & Pledge: Sorors sang the sorority hymn directed by Soror Ardener Franshaw; and recited the 

pledge. 

 
 

Closing Prayer – Pink and Green Prayer Team: Soror Stacie Hawkins provided the closing prayer. 
 
Adjournment: Basileus Story announced the chapter was adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 

 
 

Submitted by: 
 
 

Mary Smith Johnson Cherise Story 
2022 Grammateus 2022 Basileus 

 
Please contact Soror Mary Smith Johnson via email at Grammateus.AKOmega@gmail.com with any 
suggested corrections. 
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