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Greetings Sorors,
Welcome back from our summer hiatus. Many chapter members were quite busy
during July and August attending the 70th Boule or continuing chapter operations.
The Boule delegates and I had a magical time in the City Beautiful for the
transitional Boule. We said farewell to 30th Supreme Basileus Glenda Glover and
witnessed the installation of Supreme Basileus Danette Anthony Reed, First
Supreme Anti-Basileus Charletta Wilson Jacks, along with other members of the
2022 - 2026 Directorate. Six new initiatives were introduced under the
programmatic theme “Soaring to Greater Heights of Service and Sisterhood.” I
appointed Initiative chairmen who will serve until December 2022. We also
Polished Our Pearls With Wisdom, Sisterhood, and Service at the in-person
chapter retreat attended by a record breaking 404 sorors.
Our chapter ended the Excellence administration with impactful events in June 2022. The
Connection Committee hosted a face-to-face AKA Day at City Hall, which was also live-streamed, with
presenters such as City of Houston Police Chief Troy Finner, Council Member-at-Large, Soror Letitia
Plummer, and Council Member for District D, Carolyn Evans Shabazz, who are members of our chapter.
Sorors enjoyed interacting with one another at movie night sponsored by the Sisterly Relations and
Entertainment Committees. The Global Impact Committee completed its commitment to the Pad Project
to distribute reusable pads to girls in Africa. The Global Impact Committee also hosted a World Refugee
Day Walk-a-thon at Elrod Elementary School, benefitting Refugee Services of Texas. Finally, District 6 of
the National Association of Parliamentarians offered a free parliamentary procedures workshop. This issue
of The Jewel is full of outstanding articles demonstrating the chapter’s engagement.
Because of our donation, the chapter was recognized as a Pearl sponsor at the Orlando Public
Reception, “A Supreme Celebration of Elegance, Culture and Pearls” honoring Supreme Basileus Danette
Anthony Reed and at the celebration in Dallas, Texas. Chapter sorors were among thousands who
attended both celebrations in addition to a celebratory brunch in Dallas.
The chapter’s Pandemic Taskforce has been working extremely hard as we pivot once again to
make the complete 360° turn to in-person meetings. I would like to thank everyone for their patience and
flexibility.
I look forward to seeing you at The Collective, formerly known as The Power Center, on September
17, 2022, at our first in-person meeting since February 2020. Be sure to RSVP and submit evidence of
COVID-19 vaccination. May God continue to richly bless each of you and all members of our great
sisterhood. Remember, all sorors working together in sisterhood will make a difference in our chapter and
community. We are Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter!!

With a Heart for Service,
Soror Cherise Story

In Memory of Soror Jewel McFarlin Thomas
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•
Support Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) by
participating in the United Negro College Fund’s 2022 Walk for
Education. A chapter picture will be taken at the HBCU Alumni
Association tent from 6:45 a.m. – 7:00 a.m., and also after the
walk. Contact Soror Vernesa Lopez Fretty, walk coordinator, with
any questions. Details and a link to join the walk and / or donate
are below.
CLICK HERE to Donate
2022 UNCF Walk for Education – South Texas
September 10, 2022, 7:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Tom Bass Park, Section 1
3452 Fellows Rd.
Pearland, TX 77047

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

By DiAnn Robinson
From the Official Guide to Alpha Kappa Alpha Protocol
Handbook (Page 35)
Protocol for Alpha Kappa Alpha Communications—Photographs
1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

Order of Rank should be considered in positioning sorors for
photographs. Chapter officers and event chairmen should be
positioned front and center. A protocol committee member
should be present to ensure proper placement.
Name tags should be removed or turned over when
photographs are taken for security and aesthetic reasons.
Caution must be used when allowing a photograph to be
taken while representing Alpha Kappa Alpha. Control for the
use of that photo must be maintained when it is not taken for
personal use or taken by a non-member. Sorors must be able
to maintain the integrity of and authorize when and where a
photo may be used when it involves an Alpha Kappa Alpha
insignia.
The Supreme Basileus, Regional Director or Chapter Basileus
should be placed on the front row in the center for
international, regional, and chapter pictures, respectively.
The use of the pinky hand gesture is reserved for casual or
social settings. It should not be used in photos in a business
setting.

•

Prayers for healing are requested...
• Healing prayers are requested for Soror Patsy Woodard who
was hospitalized.
• Soror Glorena Moody is recuperating at home after surgery.
• Soror Willie Burgs is recuperating at home after surgery.
• Soror Shanda Provost is recuperating at home after surgery.
• Soror Tiffani Murphy was released from the hospital and is
resting at home.
• Soror Charlene James requests prayers for her daughter,
Soror Charlene Mary Piper, who was hospitalized.
• Soror Sonia Boone requests healing prayers for both she and
her mother, Mrs. Wilma J. Boone, who was hospitalized.
• Healing prayers are requested for Soror Lena Gilmore who
was hospitalized.

•
•
•

Please inform the Basileus as you become aware of those who
are ill or otherwise challenged.
Please continue to pray for all sorors and
their families who are experiencing challenges.
Mourning the loss of family…
• Soror Pierre Brown Mitchell mourns the loss of sister-in-law,

Jacquelyn Mitchell-Uwagboe.
Soror Eunice George White mourns the loss of her husband,
Mr. Gordon White.
Sorors Lucy Jones Bremond and Linda Jones Hartmann mourn
the loss of their brother, Mr. Robert Oliver, who is also the
uncle of Sorors Renita Johnson Watts and Carolanda Bremond
Woodgett.
Soror Pamela Lazard mourns the loss of her father, Mr. Goltis
“Junior” Lazard, Jr.
Soror Betty Frazier mourns the loss of her husband, Mr.
Charles Frazier.
Soror Chloe Butler mourns the passing of her mother, Mrs.
Jeanette Butler.
Soror Ava Malone mourns the loss of her husband, Mr. Kelvin
Johnson, and father of Soror Kirby Johnson.
Soror Andrea Hollingsworth mourns the loss of her mother-inlove, Diamond Soror Mary Shaw Hollingsworth.
Soror Deborah Roquemore Crockett and Soror Deanna
Roquemore Lee mourn the loss of their only brother, Mr.
Russell Roquemore.
Soror Annette Hurt mourns the loss of her son, Mr. Timothy
Shawn Hurt.

•
•

Congratulations to Soror Andrea Bonner on being nominated
for the Faculty Teaching Excellence at HCC.
Congratulations to Soror Lucy Bremond on being the recipient
of the Houston Texans BOLD Award.
Congratulations to Soror Fennoyee Thomas on being featured
on the cover of the AARP summer newsletter.
Congratulations to Dr. Polly Sparks Turner on being elected to
serve as a Governing Counsilor of the American Public Health
Association.
Congratulations to Dr. Creaque Charles on winning the 2022
Outstanding Faculty Award and for being nominated for the
2022 American Society of Consultant Pharmacists Educator of
the Year.
In Memory of Soror Jewel McFarlin Thomas
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By Laura Allen

By Sahira J. Abdool

The 2022 Boule was full of joyful in-person reunions, exciting
speakers, wonderful luncheons, a fabulous gala and most
importantly, the installation of our 31st Supreme Basileus,
Danette Anthony Reed. Supreme Basileus Reed, who hails from
Dallas, Texas, shared our new theme and six exciting initiatives
for 2022 – 2026. The theme, Soaring to Greater Heights of
Service and Sisterhood, ensures our legacy of service and
sisterhood are elevated in excellence and leadership! The
initiatives include the following: Strengthen Our Sisterhood, the
Foundation Initiative, in which we will intentionally take time to
strengthen our bonds and relationships based on love, trust,
respect and shared goals to support our service mission;
Empower Our Families to advocate a multi-generational
approach to strengthen families within our communities by
addressing childhood hunger, promoting positive youth
development and leadership, mental well-being, and assuring
our senior members are included in all AKA activities; Build Our
Economic Wealth will launch our most progressive and
revolutionary economic initiatives in this century, including a
For Members Only Credit Union – Black-owned, woman-led, and
sorority-based. In addition, supporting women entrepreneurs
and Black Dollar Days will continue; Enhance Our Environment
will make a significant impact on our environment with
strategies to utilize our collective ability to improve and protect
the environment via activities that promote more sustainable
and responsible patterns. This includes planting trees and
creating or maintaining gardens; Advocate for Social Justice will
equip communities with the tools, knowledge and support to
activate their voices and empower communities, including voter
registration, education and mobilization and knowledge of
policies and candidates; and Uplift Our Local Community will
celebrate excellence, promote a focus on service, and showcase
best practices. Chapter collaborations which combine resources
and efforts will be recognized.

Sorors attended the Grow With Google Webinar # 4 on June 30, 2022,
from 11:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m., entitled “Improve Your Resume with
Practical Strategies.” This webinar had significant participation and was
one of the favorite featured webinars before the summer break. This
was a back by popular demand webinar from the committee’s earlier
series.
Below are the highlights of the webinar which focused on how to
prepare your resume from the view of a hiring manager. In this
workshop, we were able to sharpen our skills so that our resume would
stand out and help take us to that next level opportunity. We learned
that in less than six (6) seconds we had to make a lasting impression to
set our resume apart from our competitors.
Description: In this session, the participants learned how to:
•
•
•

Compare different resume styles
Implement four strategies to improve your resume
Make your resume more attractive to hiring managers

The attendees enjoyed this webinar and they look forward to the new
series and topics from the Grow With Google Program Series. The
committee is ready for the exciting next series of topics to focus on our
new initiatives and is ready to Soar to Greater Heights of Service and
Sisterhood.

In Memory of Soror Jewel McFarlin Thomas
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By Shelly Davis Smith
On June 7, 2022, the Connection Committee hosted AKA Day at City
Hall. We had the honor and privilege to hear from several city and local
officials regarding the functionality of the Houston City Hall, the city’s
budget and finances, voter education and disenfranchisement,
inspection reform for landlords, gun violence, the city’s gun buyback
program, community policing and police relationship with the
community. Our educational sessions were presented by Soror Martha
Castex-Tatum, Vice Mayor Pro-Tem and Councilmember District K, Soror
Carolyn Evans Shabazz, Councilmember District D, Soror Letitia
Plummer, Councilmember-at-Large, Soror Carvana Cloud, Deputy
Director of the Office of Community Affairs, and Chief of Police Troy
Finner. The presentations were informative and engaging and provided
us an opportunity to renew our relationship with our local officials as
we collectively pursue the same civic and social action initiatives in our
communities. Vice Mayor Pro-Tem Martha Castex-Tatum encouraged
us to participate in the numerous committees of the Houston City
Council (https://www.houstontx.gov/boards/). In addition, Chief Troy
Finner extended an invitation for us to enroll in the Houston Citizen’s
Police Academy (https://www.houstontx.gov/police/vip/
citizens_police_academy.htm) to learn about the internal operations of
the Houston Police Department. During the city council meeting, the
chapter was presented with a proclamation by City of Houston Mayor
Sylvester Turner. Finally, an event of this magnitude is not successful
without the collective efforts of the entire committee.

By Tamara Cubit
Staying Pretty and Safe Since...1908
The Houston Police Department wants everyone to be safe! By
practicing the suggested crime prevention tips you can help reduce
the chances that you will become the victim of a burglary of a motor
vehicle.
(1) BE AWARE of your surroundings. Criminals target people that
might be distracted (walking while looking at their cell phone or
talking on their cell phone, wearing earphones).
(2) PARK ONLY in well-lit areas of a parking lot. Never leave
valuables in your vehicle. Criminals watch parking lots to see where
you might be hiding them. Targets of choice: Guns, purses, laptops,
tablets, hand tools, jewelry, coins or anything they might feel is
valuable.
(3) Even if your vehicle is locked and alarmed, if you leave valuables
in plain sight, a thief may target your car, even knowing it’s locked
and alarmed. Don’t think your dark-tinted windows will hide your
valuables. Thieves often use flashlights to see through tint.
(4) Without a clear prize in sight, a locked/alarmed car will likely be
bypassed for an easier “target of opportunity”. AT HOME, if
possible, put your vehicle in a garage and lock the door. If you’re not
able to park your vehicle in the garage at least park the vehicle in
the driveway.
Burglary of a motor vehicle is a crime of opportunity. Don’t become
a victim, protect your car and personal property. DO NOT
jeopardize your safety or the safety of your family for convenience.
Source: BURGLARY OF A MOTOR VEHICLE CRIME PREVENTION TIPS

By Shelly Davis Smith

Scan the
QR Code
to see
more
photos.

On June 8, 2022, our chapter had the pristine honor in supporting
the graduating high school seniors in custody of the Texas
Department of Family and Protective Services, otherwise known as
Child Protective Services or CPS, and the PAL (Preparation for Adult
Living) program. In celebration of this great milestone, our
members were asked to contribute various gift cards in the amount
of $10 to any restaurant, fast food establishment, or local store. In
total, our members contributed $1,870 in gifts cards to the students.
These gift cards were included in their graduating seniors’ gift
baskets. This service project provided the chapter an opportunity to
empower the foster care youth, in spite of the many adversities they
face.
In Memory of Soror Jewel McFarlin Thomas
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By Clara B. Cooper

By Michelle Lastrapes

Chapter members provided support for refugee families by
sponsoring a World Refugee Day Walkathon and donating over
$5,500 directly to Refugee Services of Texas (RST). In observance
of World Refugee Day, the Global Impact Committee hosted an
inaugural Walkathon for RST on Saturday, June 25, 2022, at Elrod
Elementary. The event began with registration and check-in at
8:00 a.m. with light refreshments followed by a brief program.
Michael Hutchins, Principal of Elrod Elementary School provided
greetings; and Deputy Director Carvana Cloud with Houston Police
Department was thanked for providing officers for the event. The
office of Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee presented a
proclamation to RST for their outstanding work helping refugees in
Houston. During the program, sorors heard from Meaghan Purnell
with RST who introduced two refugee families who each shared
their stories as refugees and assistance received from RST. The
chapter presented RST with a check for $5,500. After the program
concluded, over 100 Sorors headed outside to participate in the
symbolic walk, “Walking a Mile in Their Shoes”. Participants were
asked to walk a minimum of 1,908 steps while wearing their AKA
paraphernalia and protecting themselves from the sun with AKA
umbrellas for visual effect. Along the walk path, sorors read
information and facts about refugees provided by RST. In
conjunction with the walkathon, sorors were asked to donate
$19.08 to Refugee Services of Texas for the June Service Project,
even if they did not participate in the walk.

"A period should end a sentence, not a girl's education.”
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Members of the Global Impact Committee hosted Part II of a
project to sew 100 washable, re-usable maxi pads for school age
girls in Africa. In collaboration with The St. Francis Angels,
(members from St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church), members of
the Global Impact Committee met on Sunday, June 26, 2022, at St.
Francis Church. The event began with registration and check-in at
1:00 p.m. Various stations were set up that allowed participants
to choose individual tasks. The tables were set up for cutting out
fabric, sewing pads with machines, hand sewing snaps to the pads,
ironing, and arranging packets for shipment. There were over 25
sorors that worked with enthusiasm and diligence to meet the
goal of 100 pads and to create a sisterly relations event.
Sandwiches and light refreshments were provided for the hard
working sorors. Father Michael Saah-Buchman visited the event,
said a prayer and thanked us for choosing St. Francis Xavier Church
to be a part of this project stating it was dear to his heart since he
is a native of the area. The project ended at 6:00 p.m. We
exceeded our goal and 150 pads were completed which included
pads sewn by some homebound sorors.
The pads will be sent to The Pad Project-Too Little Children for
transport to Kenya.
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In Memory of Soror Jewel McFarlin Thomas
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By Edwina Johnson
Polishing Our Pearls with Wisdom, Sisterhood, and Service was the
theme of the chapter retreat held on Saturday, August 13, 2022, at
The Collective. Three workshops were presented very eloquently.
Wisdom: Protocol/Rituals Refresher was presented by former
Regional Director Gwendolyn J. Brinkley, which ended with a
fashion show of appropriate and inappropriate attire for Rituals
and Sorority meetings. Sisterhood: Soror Cherry Gooden gave an
animated presentation of the Soror Code of Ethics. Soror JoCarolyn Goode discussed what should and should not be posted on
social media to maintain the integrity of the sorority's branding.
Service: The new initiatives of the Soaring to Greater Heights of
Service & Sisterhood administration was presented by Anti-Basilei
Laura Allen and Andrea Bonner who indicated the programs begin
immediately. Basileus Cherise Story enlightened everyone with
Boule highlights which included election results for the new
Directorate, and pictures of special guests such as Vice President
Kamala Harris, Robin Roberts, Al Sharpton, Star Jones, and Yolanda
Adams. Pictures were also shown of sorors from our chapter at
several gatherings throughout Boule. Soror Shanda Provost and
her committee presented a very interactive sisterly relations
activity in which sorors listened to a song from their initiation
decade and danced to the front of the room. Sorors Tamara Cubit
and Erica Dean spoke on Risk Management and safety. Purses, a
cell phone and other items were visible in several unlocked cars in
the parking lot. Door prizes were given throughout the Retreat.
There were 404 sorors in attendance.
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The Sisterly Relations and Health Committees hosted a Movie Night
on June 24, 2022, for sorors to mix and mingle with one another.
The movie, A Journal for Jordan, was viewed at New Faith Church.
Popcorn, soda, and water was served to simulate the movie theatre
effect. Sorors donated canned goods to the New Faith Food Pantry
as a service project component of the event.
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more
photos.

In Memory of Soror Jewel McFarlin Thomas
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By Michelle Simpson
Sandra Douglass Morgan was the first Black City Attorney in the
state of Nevada and now we celebrate her as the first African
American Female president of a National Football League (NFL)
team, the Las Vegas Raiders. Ms. Morgan was raised in Las Vegas
and received a
bachelor’s degree
from the
University of
Nevada, Reno.
After earning her
juris doctorate
from the
University of
Nevada, Las
Vegas, she has
continued to
excel!
Prior to serving as the Raiders’ Team President, she was appointed
by the Governor as the Chair of the Nevada Gaming Control Board in
2019, she was the first African American in that role. In this position,
she introduced reforms to require gaming companies to establish
written policies against harassment and discrimination towards their
employees based on factors such as sex, race, color, gender identity,
and national origin. Additionally, she served on the State COVID-19
task force and was responsible for the decision to close casinos to
ensure public safety during the pandemic.
While being a wife and mother of two, Ms. Morgan ran her own
consulting firm, Douglass Morgan LLC and was named vice chair of
Las Vegas’ host committee for Super Bowl LVII (57) in 2024. On July
7, 2022, The Las Vegas Raiders made her the third woman, third
African American, and first African American woman president of an
NFL team. So let’s celebrate and congratulate Sandra Douglas
Morgan for making history now!

Thank you to all sorors on the proofreading team: Sorors Marla
Angibeau, Jo-Carolyn Goode, Andrea Hollingsworth, Thedrial
Jackson, Cheryl Johnson, Millie Mitchell, Laura Sandling, and Cherise
Story.

Like us on Facebook.com/
AKA.AlphaKappaOmega
Follow us on Instagram and Twitter @AKOmega1928
Use these hashtags with your posts #AKA1908
#Excellence #AKOmega1928 #ServiceandSisterhood
Chapter Programs
Soror Laura Rousseve Allen, Anti-Basileus of Programs
lallen0604@gmail.com
713-528-6021
Chapter Operations
Soror Andrea Bonner, Anti-Basileus of Operations
tootsie_aka@yahoo.com
713-206-2494
Change of Address, E-mail, or not Receiving “The
Jewel”
Soror Jo-Carolyn Goode, Epistoleus
pitch2play@gmail.com
713-320-5611
Dues, Reactivation, Transfers, Diamond/Pearl/
Golden/Silver/Life Members
Soror Monica Matlock-Baynard, Pecunious
Grammateus
m2ivyaka@gmail.com
504-319-1838
Death of a Soror or someone in a Soror’s
immediate family and/or information to be
published in “The Jewel”
Soror Cherise Story, Basileus
president@alphakappaomega.com
832-647-1017
Courtesies
Soror Pamela Cormier, Hodegos
ilovebsc@sbcglobal.net
832-641-5312
Minutes of Chapter Meeting
Soror Mary Smith Johnson, Grammateus
justmaryj@sbcglobal.net
832-577-4019
In Memory of Soror Jewel McFarlin Thomas
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