


As we approach the end of the first quarter of this 
milestone year for our beloved Alpha Kappa Omega 
Chapter, let me reassure you that when women win, 
the world wins. As Alpha Kappa Alpha women, we 
are often confronted with navigating the 
seldom-discussed intersections of blackness and 
womanhood. 

I can’t think of a more appropriate way to celebrate Women’s History Month 
than honoring our newest Diamond, Pearl, Golden, and Silver sorors. Their 
contributions to service and sisterhood are to be lauded. 
Let us all be encouraged to keep mounting change, keep pushing doors 
open, and reaching for greater heights.

Always forward, 

Soror Staci 

Sorors, despite the barriers, your individual and collective contributions are 
inspiring. Seeing your work is a testament that there are no limits to what 
women can accomplish. Please use the month of March to honor the 
achievements of women, their service, and their sacrifice. 

Greetings Sorors,



The chapter hosted its first “Operations Summit, 
the Art of Effective Planning,” chaired by Soror 
Karen Grays-Gray, Anti-Basileus of Operations. 
Operational Committee Chairs and Co-Chairs 
attended the Summit, geared towards providing 
additional tools, ideas, and processes to ensure 
the chapter’s continued success. Operations for 
a chapter with over 1,100 members, indeed has 
its privileges and challenges. Soror Joann Brown, 
Chairman International Conference and Event 
Planning provided valuable information and 
expert tips on executing effective and efficient 
event planning and design, including avoiding 
efficient event planning and design and avoiding 
contractual pitfalls.

Operations Summit

Youth Leadership Institute Orientation
Youth ages 11-13 were introduced to the 
foundations of leadership success, engaged in 
exploration, self-discovery, and self-expression, 
and learned how to use the power of purpose 
to drive success. Students were highly 
engaged and participatory and voluntarily 
closed the session by singing the National 
Negro Anthem, “Lift Every Voice and Sing.” We 
look forward to serving this talented group of 
talented young people. There was a total of 
20 Sorors in attendance and 12 non-sorors. 
Applications are still being accepted. The next 
YLI will take place on March 25, 2023.  

Soror Joann shared value tips concerning effective pre-planning methods 
concerning site visits, requirements concerning hotel room blocks, 
audiovisual, food and beverage, concessions, transportation, and 
avoiding contractual pitfalls. The chairmen of the following committees 
also conducted presentations: Technology, Courtesy, Hostess, Finance, 
Protocol, Risk Management, and Ritual, and members of the Social Media 
Committee discussed effective branding and social media methods. 
There were 67 Sorors in attendance.



Uplift Our Local Community

an excellent opportunity to utilize Alpha Kappa Omega’s February 
Service Project to uplift our local community. To assist the library with low 
book inventory, the Uplifting the Community Committee asked Sorors to 
bring new or used books to the February Chapter meeting. The 
donations focused on African American authors and stories to honor 
Black History Month. Sorors answered the call, donating 454 books, with 
the Black Dollar Days Committee providing the largest single donation of 
62 books!!! Donations were divided into categories, packed into pink 
and green boxes, and delivered to the library on March 1st. 

Many great reads were donated, including an extraordinary “Fields 
Way” donation by J.C. Hartman, the father of Soror Jessica Hartman 
Brooks. “Fields Way” recounts Mr. Hartman’s trailblazing life through the 
Negro leagues as a Shortstop for the Houston Colt 45s to becoming the 
Houston Police Department’s first Black Sergeant. On your next library 
trip, be sure to visit the Lonnie B. Smith location, check out a book, and 
view the beautiful mural of iconic Houston Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorors, 
including our Ivy Beyond The Wall, 18th International President Soror 
Mattelia B Grays and 20th Supreme Basileus Faye B. Bryant. There were a 
total of seven Sorors who delivered books, and 80 Sorors made 
donations. A special thank you to each Soror for your contributions!!!

According to the 
National Institute for 
Literacy, increases in 
literacy lead to higher 
self-esteem and a 
willingness to 
participate in the 
community. As a 
beacon of literacy in 
one of Houston's 
underserved Black 
communities, the 
Lonnie B. Smith Library 
located in historic 
Third Ward was 



A black vendor showcase offering various items such as 
clothing, paraphernalia, skincare, accessories, books, 
insurance, food, and legal services was held to promote 
black businesses and allow black companies to sell their 
products during our monthly chapter meeting. There was 
a total of 576 sorors in attendance and 11 non-sorors. 
Total profits made by the vendors were over $21,000. 
Participation Fees paid by the vendors were used to 
purchase 62 books by African American authors for the 
Lonnie B Smith Library and were donated on March 1. 
Raffle winners- 
● Shoplalipop Evelyn Gates 
● Mary Kay skin care - Leslie Wright 
● Beautiful one boutique - Kimberly Wallace 
● House of Chargois -Patricia Roberts
● Mary Rousseve State Farm Insurance- Christi 

Newsome 
● CGR Unique Finds- Anna Mapp 
● IEACF - Regenia Moore-Lee 
● Chance to Dance- Ruth Robbins 
● Creative by Nature- Josena Auzenne 
● Create her Customs- Leah Truscott 
● Omazing Occasions- Dawn Brown Benjamin 
● Sorority Intimates -Kimberly Wallace 
● GMARV - Cenyellia Goodwill 
● Tawni Haynes- Beth English 
● Glow/McQueens - Taylar Lewis

Black Dollar Days Vendor Fair

Empower of Families - CHIPP
The  Childhood Hunger Initiative Power Pack (CHIPP)  
provides weekend and holiday meals for children 
within local communities. It is targeted to be Alpha 
Kappa Alpha's most ambitious childhood hunger 
program. During the last two months, Sorors have 
volunteered over 25 hours per month, participating 
in shopping the menu, packing parties, drop-off, 
and distribution of packs. There have been over 25 
Soror volunteers, 520 packs delivered (65 per week), 
and 33 Sorors at our first meeting. We were well 
received at the school, and the children anxiously 
await the bags each week.



• 20th South Central Regional Director Polly Sparks Turner requests healing 
prayers for health challenges

•Soror Janice Argudin and Sasha Argudin mourn the loss of their father and 
grandfather respectively, Mr. William Carson..
•Sorors Brenda Scott and Lori Wyatt requests healing prayers for their husband 
and father, respectively, Mr. Ira Scott.
•Soror Deneen Ford mourns the loss of her mother, Mrs. Charlotte Gilbert Ford.
• Soror Marva Raspberry requests healing prayers as she recovers at home from 
surgery.
•Soror Keysha Johnson and LaShondra Jackson asks for healing prayers for their 
mother who is experiencing health challenges.
•Soror Brenda Davis  is in need prayers as she is experiencing health challenges.

March Service Project



Soror Gladys Goffney is 
being honored by the 

City of Houston.

Soror Catina Perry  is 
celebrating the birth of 

her daughter, Sarah 
Nicole Perry.  She was 

born on Jan. 24, 2023, at 
6 lbs 13 oz at 19 in.

Sorors Lucy Bremond and 
Charlotte K. Bryant were 

named as NCAA Men’s Final 
Four Houston  2023 Legends 

and Legacy Community 
Award recipients.



Thank you to the proofreading team – Sorors Staci Taylor Fullmighter,  
Jo-Carolyn Goode, Pam Cormier, LaDonna Harris, Cheryl Johnson, 

Lady Oliver, and Laura Sandling.
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