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Chapter Meeting Minutes  

June 19, 2021   
 

Call to Order/Greeting:  The Basileus, Soror Cherise Story, greeted sorors on Juneteenth 2021 and called the June 
19, 2021 virtual meeting of the Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated to order at 
11:00 a.m. There were 518 sorors who joined by laptop, desktop, tablet or telephone.  

Basileus Story reminded sorors that Juneteenth 2021 was the first Juneteenth national holiday, thanks in part to U.S. 
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee. Thanks to Soror Lucy Bremond, Executive Director of the Emancipation Park 
Conservancy, a video on Juneteenth would be played immediately following adjournment of the June chapter meeting. 

Virtual Meeting Etiquette: Soror Carolene Goffney, Technology Committee Chairman, presented virtual meeting 
etiquette for the day.   
 
Adoption of the Rules & Parliamentarian Tip:  Soror Veronica Johnson, Parliamentarian, presented virtual 
rules to accommodate a virtual chapter meeting and the parliamentary tip: The chair should not announce the 
heading of, Unfinished Business, unless the chapter minutes show there is business to come under it.   
 
Approval of Agenda:  Basileus Story announced agenda packets were uploaded to the Members Only section of 
the chapter website for review. With no objections, the agenda was adopted by general consensus.  
 
Meditation & Prayer:  Soror Charlyn Kyles, Chaplain, gave the meditation on the theme, The Light in the World: 
(Matthew 5:14-16), and requested prayer for:  
● Diamond Soror Jessie Smith   
● Golden, Pearl and Silver Sorors  
● All sorors going through challenges 
 
Basileus Message:   
● Basileus Story announced a message received from Cynthia Howell, Executive Director of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc., stating delegates for the 69th Boule Parts I and II must be the same, except for extenuating 
circumstances: 

● The basileus or other officers have changed  
● A member is no longer in the chapter or available or  
● There is a change in the allocated delegates  

As a result of Soror Howell’s communication, the May 2021 election of delegates for Boule Part II was null and void. 
The Chapter will revert to delegates elected at the February 15, 2020 chapter meeting. Delegates will be: Sorors  
Cherise Story, Laura Allen, Andrea Bonner, VeRonique Williams, Jennifer Rachal, Dina Williams, Monica Baynard, 
Mary Barnett, Taylar Lewis, Thedrial Jackson, Toni Smith, and Darlene Johnson.  
 
● Bylaw amendments will be voted on at Boule 2021 and will be uploaded to the chapter’s website for review. A 
survey will be emailed to chapter members and sent via U.S. mail to chapter members who are without electronic 
voting capability. Sorors are requested to complete the survey by June 30, 2021, allowing input to be available to 
delegates for caucus during Boule. 
 
● As the chapter continues to honor the chapter’s past basilei in the newsletter, Madam Basileus encouraged sorors 
to review this month’s feature, Soror Gwendolyn Brinkley, to learn of the great service rendered under her 
administration. 
 
Update on Challenged Sorors:  
Basileus Story announced one update on challenged sorors since the printing of The Jewel newsletter:   
● Sorors Patricia Grant and Lillie Stone, who mourn the loss of their husband and father, respectively,  
Mr. Joseph Grant. 
● Soror Paula Saizon had surgery, is recuperating at home and is doing well. 
● Soror Jacqueline Thornton requests healing prayers after a recent surgery. 
● Soror Gervasia Anglin is now home and doing well.  
Basileus Story reminded chapter members to reach out to our vulnerable sorors and their families.  
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Introduction of Service Project: Soror Clara Cooper, Target 5: Global Impact Committee Chairman, 
announced the June 2021 service project: Sorors from Alpha Kappa Omega and Xi Alpha Omega Chapters 
will support refugees by collecting donations for the three refugee organizations, (i.e., Amana, Refugee 
Services of Texas and The Women’s Empowerment Group), that participated in the chapter’s June 8th World 
Refugee Day event. 

● From June 13-19, 2021, sorors from both chapters dropped off donated requested items (i.e., 
women’s business attire, toiletries, gardening and school supplies) at designated sites throughout the 
week.   
● Soror Clara Cooper will be available at The Power Center on the following dates for sorors to drop 
off additional donations:  

● Saturday, June 19, 2021, from 2 pm to 3 pm  
● Saturday, June 26, 2021, from 12 pm to 1 pm 
● Tuesday, June 29, 2021, from 5 pm to 6 pm (Soror Michelle Lastrapes will collect items on 
this date)   

● Additionally, Target 5: Global Impact Committee members voted to donate $250.00 to Amana and 
$250.00 to Refugee Services of Texas from the Target 5: Global Impact Committee budget.  
● Xi Alpha Omega Chapter will donate $250.00 to The Women’s Empowerment Group from its 
chapter’s budget.   

  
 OFFICER & STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

  
Please reference the chapter website for Officer Reports.  

 
Approval of the Minutes: Basileus Story reported the May 15, 2021 chapter meeting minutes were recorded by 
Soror Susan Bynam, Grammateus, and were uploaded to the Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter website for review.  

Action: With no corrections or objections, the chapter minutes were adopted by general consensus. 
 
Hands Raised Re: June 2021 Service Project: 
● Soror Monica Baynard reminded chapter members of the Finance Committee’s discussion last year about the 
chapter’s contributions line, the chapter’s rationale to defray sorors’ individual burden by approving an extra 
$20,000 to the chapter budget’s contributions line for donations during the pandemic.  

Action: Soror Baynard moved for the chapter to donate $1,000 to the chapter’s June 2021 service project 
from the chapter’s contributions line. Seconded by Soror Diedra Fontaine.  
Discussion by Sorors Baynard, Lisa Brooks, Carol McCree and Darlene Alexander: Soror Baynard 
reminded chapter members that the chapter voted on last year to use the approved dollars solely for the 
purpose of making contributions to the community without having to ask individual sorors for donations. 
Additionally, Soror Baynard noted the chapter voted to have five face-to-face meetings and four virtual 
meetings and to date, the chapter continues to host virtual meetings); The hostess budget was only 
$57,000 and the chapter has only used $2,000, to date. The chapter budgeted $10,000 for Boule 2021and 
will benefit with cost savings since Boule 2021 will be a virtual event; and, the chapter will also experience 
additional cost savings due to no stipends this year. Soror Baynard encouraged all sorors to support the 
motion to continue supporting the community with our chapter funds. Soror Lisa Brooks concurred with 
Soror Baynard’s recommendation. Soror Carol McCree concurred with Soror Baynard’s recommendation, 
but proposed returning the $250 donation to the committee’s budget to use for a later service project. Soror 
Darlene Alexander encouraged sorors who desired to still donate items to do so, even if the motion passed.   
● Soror Delores Smith inquired if the $1,000 motion made by Soror Baynard was in addition to the $250 
donation. Basileus Story clarified the $250 donations came from the Target 5: Global Impact Committee’s 
budget. The $1,000 recommended donation would come from the chapter budget’s line item. 
 
Basileus Story called for the vote: 
●All in favor: 261 
● Opposed:      6 
 
Basileus Story announced the motion passed. The chapter will donate $1,000 to the June 2021 service 
project from the chapter budget’s contributions line item. 
 

Correspondence: Soror Mary Smith Johnson, Epistoleus, highlighted correspondence printed in the June 2021 
correspondence report in the agenda packet. Additional correspondence was received from Soror Karen E. Jackson 
of The Sisters Network and Erika Everett, EAF Executive Director.    
 
Pecunious Grammateus Report:  Soror Rayya Carrington, Pecunious Grammateus, presented the Financial 
Summary Report for the reporting period of May 31, 2021 and provided the following May 2021 highlights: The 
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pecunious grammateus collected $275.00 for per capita; $267.00 for reactivation fees; and $80.00 in campaign 
donations for Soror Danette Anthony Reed. Total monies collected for May 2021, $1,036.26.   Total year-to-date for 
2021, the pecunious grammateus and anti-pecunious grammateus collected $125,856.10. This report will be 
referred to the Audit Committee for review. 
 
Tamiouchos Report:  Soror Keri Myers, Tamiouchos, provided financial highlights and updates for month-to-date 
and year-to-date totals for May 2021, including highlights on the Zoom screen for sorors who were unable to 
download the agenda packet.  
 
 

INCOME AND EXPENSES AT-A-GLANCE 
 for May 2021 

 May YTD Year-To-Date 

Total Income      $  169,502.84 $271,502.00 

Expenses $  117,061.79 $271,502.00 

Net Income (Loss)      $    52,441.05          $     - - -  

Balance Sheet 

Total Assets       $   509,034.04 

Total Liabilities      $     22,226.22 

Total Equity      $   486,807.82 

Total Liabilities and Equity      $   509,034.04 

Monthly Bank Reconciliations 

Total Adjusted Bank Balance       $   502,244.86 

Outstanding Transactions 

Outstanding Checks      $       3,712.41 

Grant and Self-Sustaining      $          263.52 

 
For the month of May 2021, Soror Myers highlighted the following income and expenses: 
INCOME: 

● Membership Dues, in the amount of $4,703.00  
● Total Income: $5,168.63 
 

EXPENSES:  
● Building Your Economic Legacy: $500.00 (Chapter’s donation to Angela’s House)  
● #CAP: $966.32 (Fees used for college essential bags donated to high school students)  
● Dues submitted to the corporate office: $3,385.00 
● Contributions: $1,000 (Chapter’s donation to the Sisters Network) 
● Contingencies: $503.75 (Postage fees for mailing financial cards and endowment payment for Madam   
   Regional Director Joya Hayes  
● Total Expenses: $9,201.65 

 
NET LOSS for May 2021: $4,033.02  
NET INCOME (May 2021 YTD): $52,441.05  
 
● Soror Myers highlighted the monthly bank account reconciliations: 

● Operating: $316,432.05 
● Housing: $120,451.60 
● Grant & Self-Sustaining: $46,187.16 
● Savings: $19.174.05 
 

Total Bank Accounts: $502,244.86 
 
Total Accounts Receivable: $1,066.05 
Total Other Current Assets: $5,723.13 
TOTAL ASSETS: $509,034.04 
 
Total Liabilities: $22,226.22 
Total Equity: $486,807.82 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY: $509,034.04 
 
Soror Myers reminded committee chairs budget requests for the 2022 chapter budget would be due soon. More 
information will be provided in the coming weeks.  
 
Soror Myers report will be referred to the Audit Committee for review. 
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     EXCELLENCE IN PROGRAMMING REPORTS 

Executive Committee:  Soror Felicia Wright, Anti-Grammateus, presented an oral report of the Executive 
Committee.  The Executive Committee of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter met 
virtually via Zoom on Wednesday, June 16, 2021, at 7 p.m. There were 40 executive committee members, 
committee chairmen and the virtual technology team present.  The Executive Committee had no recommendations 
to bring forward for ratification.  

 

Please reference the chapter website for Programming Reports. 
 

#CAP Signature Program: Soror Thearodesia Williams, Co-Chairman, reported the committee met virtually on 
Thursday, May 20, 2021, to honor our Madison High School graduating seniors and recognize Madison High School 
junior scholars. The virtual festivities included a welcome by Basileus Story; greeting by Soror Erica Smith, #CAP 
Committee Chairman; and photo display of graduating high school seniors with vocal recognition of each graduate, 
followed by a commemorative poem from Dr. Seuss’ book, Oh, the Places We Will Go, read by Soror Thearodesia 
Williams. The presentation concluded with the graduating seniors sharing their future career plans. Contents of the 
college essential bags were revealed to the graduates by pictorial display. Several graduates will attend Texas 
Southern University in fall 2021. All eleventh-grade scholars who met attendance requirements received a $25 
Target gift card. The day following the virtual celebration, a small group of #CAP Committee members followed 
CDC protocol to deliver the college essential bags and gift cards to the Madison High School scholars.  
 
Target 1: HBCU for Life: Soror Autumn Bean, Co-Chairman, reported the committee met virtually by Zoom on 
June 1, 2021, to begin planning forthcoming HBCU Week activities. Sorors were encouraged to mark their 
calendars for HBCU Impact Day and Week, starting September 19 and ending September 25, 2021:  

● Sorors will show their HBCU spirit at church to kick off the week at the Sunday Funday Hangout.  
● September 20, 2021: HBCU Impact Day will be a party with a purpose.  
● September 21st or September 22nd:  Committee will host a Virtual HBCU Fair. Sorors are encouraged 
to search for their favorite throwback photo that expresses your favorite HBCU experience.  
● September 24, 2021: Committee will host #HBCUPearls, where sorors are encouraged to wear their 
HBCU paraphernalia and pearls.  
● September 25, 2021: Committee will host Alumni Day, where sorors are encouraged to join their HBCU 
alumni chapter.   

 
Target 2: Women’s Healthcare and Wellness: Soror Cheryl Duncan, Chairman, reported the 
committee met by Zoom at 6:30 p.m. on June 2, 2021, with 41 members in attendance, to recap the 
following May 2021 committee events:   

● NAMI Greater Houston Virtual Walk, held on May 22, 2021, was a great success and exceeded the 
$2,500 community team goal to help fund mental health education, training, and support in the Houston 
community: Team AKA Alpha Kappa Omega, with 108 donations, raised $4,680. The 53-member, 
registered team was recognized as one of the top teams. 
● NAMI Virtual Walk Step Challenge – Walking with the Supreme Basileus was a success, with 13 
sorors participating, and winners receiving a $25 Amazon gift card. First Place winner, Soror Arlene Shelby, 
with 21,155 steps; Second Place winner, Soror Dawn Benjamin, with 19,413 steps, and, Third Place winner, 
Soror Melva Christian, with 17,275 steps. Soror Duncan thanked Soror Catherine Blackwell-Garner, Target 
2: Women’s Healthcare and Wellness Co-Chairman for her leadership with the NAMI Greater Houston 
Virtual Walk.  
● The Superwomen Syndrome: Women’s Healthy Outcomes Webinar was successful, with 302 participants 
and 27 Facebook Live participants. Highly informative presentations pertaining to physical and mental 
health, self-care tips, and not feeling guilty about saying “No” were given by sorors, Dr. LaTonya Jones 
Love, Dr. Wanda Mott, and Dr. Grace Loudd. The webinar’s Facebook Live video can be found on AKA 
Alpha Kappa Omega Facebook page. The Superwomen Syndrome evaluation was completed by 168 
participants, with a host of positive comments and very few negative comments. 
● The Webinar Collaboration with AARP Houston was made possible by Soror Charlene James, AARP 
Advocacy Volunteer. 
● The Webinar Collaboration with Our Undergraduate Chapters (i.e., Gamma Psi, Epsilon Lambda and 
Omicron Gamma Chapters) was awesome, with undergraduates presenting excellent questions to the 
speakers during the Q&A session. 

 
Soror Duncan thanked the basileus, the anti-basilei, committee members, the technology committee, our 
undergraduate chapters and graduate advisors for attending, participating and supporting Health Committee events. 
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Special thanks were extended to community partner, AARP Houston, Shondra Wygall, Associate State Director for 
Outreach, for the generous $1,000 donation to support the webinar program.  
 
Target 3: Building Your Economic Legacy Committee: Soror Jennifer Meeks, Co-Chairman, provided an update 
on their May Service Project, i.e., AKA Assist to adopt Angela’s House (a site for women transitioning from 
incarceration or detention facilities which included: 

● $500.00 donation, with a formal presentation made by Basileus Story, Soror Laura Allen, Anti-Basileus of 
Programs, and Soror Jennifer Meeks, Committee Co-Chairman on Tuesday, June 8, 2021 
● A contribution drive, held Friday, May 21 – May 22, 2021, for shoes, clothing, purses, and zip loc bags, 
with three drop-off locations (i.e., Meyerland area, Soror Laura Allen’s home; Third Ward area, Soror 
Jennifer Meeks; Pearland area, Soror Sahira Abdool-Black). The project yielded over 1,025 items.  

 
Sorors were encouraged to participate in June Financial Freedom Challenges by saving and investing utilizing 
one of the identified Black-owned banks, i.e., Unity National Bank (Houston or Missouri City locations) or one of the 
online banks, i.e., Bankgreenwood.com or OneUnited.com. Both challenges are voluntary. To confirm participation, 
sorors were asked to send an email to Soror Sahira Abdool-Black at sa@theppgllc.com and indicating in the subject 
line, Taking the June Financial Freedom Challenge.  

● 1,908 Challenge (June – December 31, 2021) – Sorors were encouraged to save $80.00 per week for 
six months or amount of soror’s choice monthly to work towards financial freedom. 
● June 19, 2021 – Month of June Kickoff: Sorors were encouraged to support one of the Black-owned 
banks with an $80.00 initial investment.  
 

Target 3: Building Your Economic Legacy Committee will hold its last meeting before the summer break on June 22, 
2021, at 7:30 pm via Zoom. 
 
Target 5: Global Impact (World Refugee Day): Report is a part of the June 2021 service project. Soror Clara 
Cooper, Chairman, also reported the chapter partnered with Xi Alpha Omega Chapter to host a virtual World 
Refugee Day Kickoff Panel Discussion and Q&A event on June 8, 2021, featuring representatives from three 
local refugee service organizations and refugee families via pre-recorded video sharing their respective testimonies. 
Over 160 participants learned firsthand of the challenges and needs of refugees. World Refugee Day was 
internationally recognized on June 20, 2021. 
 
● Soror Cooper hoped to rescind the motion for the $250.00 donation (to support each of the three refugee 
organizations) at the next committee meeting. 
 
● Next committee meeting: Thursday, June 24, 2021, at 8 p.m. via Zoom conference call.    
 
Hands Raised: 
● Soror Monica Baynard commented on the following: The Target 5 Committee not rescind the motion to donate the 
$250 to the three refugee organizations; the chapter has over $50,000 to date in net income and the contributions 
line in the chapter budget for this purpose, should the Target 5 Committee require additional funds to supplement 
any future service projects; and clarified the $1,000 donation she suggested be made was in addition to the $500 
committee donation.     
 
International Day of Prayer Committee: Soror Terrie Tillman, Chairman, reported the committee met with the Pink 
& Green Prayer Team by Zoom to coordinate the chapter’s International Day of Prayer observance activities on 
Sunday, August 22, 2021, and plan joint virtual activities. Zoom call attendees included Pink & Green Prayer Team 
Committee Chairman Dr. Charlyn Kyles, Sorors Angela Price and Michelle Simpson, Co-chairmen, and committee 
members. The committee will coordinate with the Technology Committee to have a virtual prayer message, a 
greeting from Basileus Story (emailed to chapter members on Sunday, August 22nd and a hard copy mailed to 
challenged sorors prior to the scheduled virtual event). On August 22, 2021, from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm, The Pink & 
Green Prayer Team will conduct the International Day of Prayer event themed, The Priority of Prayer, featuring 
music, scripture, prayer dancing and prayer.  
 
In honor of former Supreme Basileus Faye B. Bryant, the committee has decided to make a donation to her church, 
Wesley Chapel A.M.E. Church. The church will customize a special link on their church website for Alpha Kappa 
Omega sorors to make donations in honor of Soror Faye B. Bryant. 
 
Life Long Learning Committee: Soror Marsha Jackson, Chairman, reported the committee met on May 20, 2021 
at 6:30 p.m. and on June 10, 2021 at 5:30 p.m., via Zoom to plan and schedule lessons and activities for the 
summer program, from June 21-24, 2021, at Law Elementary. The summer program will focus on Target 4: The 
Arts, with a daily icebreaker, read-aloud, art-focused activity, snacks prizes and books for a projected 150 to 200 
students. The entire program will be virtual via Microsoft Teams. 
 

mailto:sa@theppgllc.com


This document is a draft until approved by the Alpha Kappa Omega Body of Membership. 
 

Page 6 of 9 
 

 
                                                                                            Please reference the chapter website for Committee Reports. 
 
Connection Committee: Soror Shelly Davis Smith, Chairman, reported the committee met on May 19, 2021 and 
June 3, 2021 via Zoom to address preparation and planning for the virtual townhall, a letter writing campaign, and 
the committee’s new initiative as community liaisons.  
 
Committee updates included: 
● June 9, 2021: Conversation with Senfronia Thompson, a virtual, informative discussion, with 114 participants.  
The conversation was led by Representative Senfronia Thompson regarding the strategies leading up to “the 
walkout” by the Texas Democrats, leaving the Republicans without a quorum to pass Senate Bill 7 (coined as the 
“Voter Suppression Bill”). Representative Thompson also informed of consequences the members of the house 
faced from participating in “the walkout” and encouraged participants to educate and engage others to vote in the 
next election.  
● Community Liaison, the committee’s new initiative of developing relationships with community churches, 
centers, and senior living facilities to assist with voter registration and education, as an effort to strategically plan an 
effective defense in response to the government’s recent efforts to enlarge voter suppression in our communities. 
Sorors interested in serving as a liaison are encouraged to complete the Google form located in the committee 
report. The link was also posted in the chapter meeting’s virtual chat following Soror Smith’s oral report.  
● To gear up for the March 2022 Primary Election and November 2022 General Election, the Connection 
Committee requested all sorors who are a Volunteer Deputy Registrar in Texas to complete the Google form 
found in the committee report and also posted by link in the virtual chapter meeting chat following Soror Smith’s oral 
report.  
● Next committee meeting: June 30, 2021, at 7 p.m. via Zoom. 
 
Membership Committee: Soror Edwina Johnson, Chairman, reported the committee met on June 10, 2021, at 
6:30 p.m. via Zoom, with 251 members present to discuss MIP, Mentoring Program, Transitioning Ceremony and 
Chapter Retreat.  
 
Committee updates included: 
● MIP: Soror Johnson informed all “Guide to Sponsorship” forms with supporting documentation would receive a 
reply, “Received”. Deadline to submit Guide to Sponsorship form with supporting documentation is June 30, 2021 
and should be emailed to membership@alphakappaomega.com. Sorors will receive final confirmation between 
August 2 and August 6, stating their name will be added to the Eligibility Verification Form to be submitted to Soror 
Joya Hayes, South Central Regional Director. Madam Regional Director will electronically submit the Sponsor/Co-
Sponsor Eligibility Verification Form to the corporate office to verify prospective sponsor/co-sponsor consecutive 
years of active membership and the chapter’s retention rate. Finalizing the final MIP budget is in process and the 
committee is waiting on final approval of the MIP location. Chapter 2022 dues must be paid to be eligible to 
sponsor/co-sponsor candidates. Sorors were encouraged to pay 2022 chapter dues as soon as possible to ensure 
MIP preparation remains on schedule. Soror Johnson reminded chapter members that the chapter had not yet been 
approved for MIP and the process was confidential in nature within our chapter. 
● Mentoring: The Mentoring Sub-Committee met to discuss forthcoming activities and pairing of mentors/mentees. 
A planned mentor/mentee event is scheduled for September 2021.  
● Transitioning Ceremony: A video of all three undergraduate chapters transitioning to the graduate chapter will 
be presented at the June 2021 chapter meeting. 
● 2021 Chapter Retreat – Save the Dates:  

● Friday, August 13, 2021, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. (Pearls, PJs, or Paraphernalia #PartOne – A Virtual 
Spa Night) 
● Saturday, August 14, 2021, to 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. (Reflect, Relax and Rejuvenate in the Alpha Kappa 
Omega Pink Rose Garden #PartTwo – Business workshops and more) 

 
Q&A and Hands Raised: 
● Soror Andrea Bonner, Anti-Basileus of Operations, presented a question from the virtual Q&A chat: What is the 
specific date 2022 chapter dues should be paid? Per Soror Johnson, sorors are encouraged to pay their chapter 
dues, as soon as possible, following the approval of the chapter budget at November 2021 chapter meeting.   
● Soror Yolanda Murdock questioned if the chapter voted on the MIP budget. Soror Johnson responded that the 
committee was finalizing the MIP budget and waiting on the hotel to provide a proposal. Basileus Story stated the 
MIP budget was currently missing items pertaining to the hotel and rituals, but as soon as the MIP budget is 
finalized, the chapter’s Executive Committee will review and vote on the MIP budget to bring to the chapter in 
September 2021. 

          Committee Reports             

mailto:membership@alphakappaomega.com
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● Soror Pippa Brown Andrews commented the finance team will need time to set up the PayPal system before the 
2022 chapter dues can be paid and is uncertain at this time if the finance team will be able to accept payments right 
after approval of the chapter budget. 
● Soror Carla Murphy sought and received clarification from Soror Johnson on the sponsorship form and the 
supporting documentation. 
 
Nominating Committee: Soror Jo Carolyn Goode, Chairman, reminded sorors of the forthcoming chapter officer 
elections. All chapter positions, except basileus, are to open to any financial sorors who meet all the qualifications 
for a position. Nominating Committee positions are also open. Sorors may send their nominations to 
Nomakomega@gmail.com, stating the soror’s name, position seeking and photo by September 1, 2021 or you may 
tell any member of the Nominating Committee. Sorors interested in running for an elected officer position are 
encouraged to attend the committee’s workshop (i.e., a review of officer roles, delegate duties and Nominating 
Committee responsibilities) during the Chapter Retreat. The Nominating Committee will meet later in June 2021 to 
review all election guidelines. Any updates to the election guidelines will be sent to the chapter via email by June 
30, 2021 
 
Hands Raised: 
● Soror Karen Grays-Gray presented her question from the Q&A chat pertaining to the Membership Committee 
report, seeking clarification if 2022 chapter dues are due on December 31, 2021 or by the first chapter meeting in 
January 2022. Basileus Story commented Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. works on a fiscal year and requests 
chapter dues be paid by December 31 for sorors’ membership to be current for the following year. However, Alpha 
Kappa Omega Chapter bylaws indicate sorors may pay chapter dues by the third Saturday in the month of January, 
with payments considered late anytime afterwards. So, sorors who intend to sponsor or co-sponsor candidates are 
encouraged to follow our documents and pay chapter dues as promptly as possible. Soror Veronica Johnson, 
Parliamentarian, stated Soror Edwina Johnson, Membership Committee Chairman had previously commented 
during her committee report that the corporate office stated chapter dues needed to be paid in order to sponsor or 
co-sponsor a candidate. Soror Johnson clarified payment of chapter dues as soon as possible will support the 
Membership Committee staying on track with the MIP timeline.  
● Soror Polly Sparks Turner suggested setting a dues payment date indicating “no later than” to assist with the 
MIP process.  
● Soror Angela Williams concurred with Soror Polly Sparks Turner’s comment and inquired of an appropriate date 
to stay on schedule such that all parties involved (i.e., chapter financial officers, corporate office, Membership 
Committee members, etc.) can fulfill respective responsibilities to remain on target with the MIP schedule. Soror 
Williams suggested a more date be determined by September 2021. Basileus Story responded that in her 
discussion with Madam Regional Director, it was commented 2022 chapter dues be paid as promptly as possible, 
as soon as dues became eligible to be paid in November 2021. 
● Soror Rayya Carrington concurred with Soror Polly Sparks Turner and Soror Angela Williams’ comments and 
suggested a firm date to receive chapter dues be decided and provided to sorors by September 2021. Basileus 
Story suggested the Membership Committee move forward with determining a more, firm deadline date to receive 
chapter dues and bring the recommended date to the chapter in September 2021. 
● Soror Glenniece Stewart reminded sorors of our large chapter membership of 800-plus members and paying dues 
is not an instantaneous process. Reporting, varied transmittals and critical tasks must occur and encouraged sorors 
to be fully thoughtful in our processes.  
● In reference to the MIP process and chapter dues, Soror Yolanda Murdock commented that once everyone’s 
name is submitted, the corporate membership department will proceed with finalizing the paperwork. Final approval 
will not come until all names have been verified. Soror Murdock recommended checking with the corporate office for 
further clarification on the submission and approval process. 
● Soror Veronica Johnson, Parliamentarian, commented the chapter was headed towards 20 minutes for 
discussion. The standard rule is 5 minutes for discussion. 
 
Risk Management Committee: In Soror Nekeidra Brown’s absence, Soror Tamara Cubit facilitated the risk 
management presentation, providing an overview of risk management and briefly discussing the four types of risk 
mitigation: (1) hazing, (2) operational, (3) reputational and (4) health and safety. More detailed information about 
risk mitigation will be uploaded to the chapter’s website.  
 
Undergraduate Transition Ceremony: Soror Xenith Green, Membership Committee Co-Chairman presided over 
the virtual ceremony of sorors from the three undergraduate chapters (i.e., Gamma Psi/Texas Southern 
University; Epsilon Lambda/University of Houston; and Omicron Gamma/University of Houston-Downtown 
Chapters) make the transition to the graduate chapter. Each graduate advisor from the three undergraduate 
chapters (i.e., Sorors VeRonique Williams/Gamma Psi Chapter, Jennifer Rachal/Epsilon Lambda Chapter and Dina 
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Williams/Omicron Gamma Chapter) presented their respective Spring 2021 graduates. The ceremony concluded 
with congratulatory remarks from Basileus Story to all sorors making the transition to the graduate chapter.  
 
 
 
The Undergraduate Transition Ceremony substituted for graduate advisor reports.  
 
New Business:  
 
Hands Raised:  

● Soror Elnora Flewellen requested an update on the sponsorship donation for First Supreme Anti-Basileus Danette 

Anthony Reed. Soror Flewellen reminded per our March 2021 chapter minutes, the chapter had agreed to donate 

$1,500 of the $3,100 sponsorship level. Soror Flewellen commented that for a chapter our size and since Soror 

Reed is from our region, Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter should consider paying the $5,031 sponsorship level.  

● Soror Keri Myers, Tamiouchos, reported a check in the amount of $3,832.08 was cut in June 2021, which 

included chapter member donations in the amount of $2,332.08 and $1,500 from contingencies. An 

additional $1,198.92 will get the chapter to the $5,031 sponsorship level.  

● Soror Flewellen committed to donating $1,198.92 to get the chapter to the $5,031 sponsorship level. On 

behalf of the chapter, Basileus Story thanked Soror Flewellen for her financial commitment. 
 

● Soror Regina Carrington commented she had not yet received a response from Basileus Story pertaining to their 

conversation on April 19, 2021, nor from her follow-up email sent directly to Madam Basileus and copied to all 

former chapter basilei.  

Action: Soror Carrington made a motion that Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter former basilei be allowed to 

preview the articles pertaining to a respective basileus’ administration before being published in The Jewel 

newsletter, to afford opportunity to add or delete information, as necessary. Basileus Story acknowledged 

their April 19, 2021 verbal conversation concerning former basilei articles in The Jewel. Basileus Story 

commented the content in the articles is coming directly from information already published in the chapter’s 

history book and is condensed to a one-page column in the newsletter. Madam Basileus acknowledged 

Soror Carrington’s motion which was seconded by Soror Mary Smith Johnson, Epistoleus. 
 
Basileus Story clarified the motion: The newsletter article about past basilei be distributed to past basilei 

before publication.  
 

Basileus Story called for discussion. 

 Hands Raised: 

● Soror Charlotte Bryant commented she appreciated the newsletter salute on her behalf, but would’ve 

loved to have included her hard work with the Ivy Educational and Charitable Foundation of Houston, Inc.  

● Soror Gwendolyn Brinkley concurred with Soror Carrington’s motion and comments.  

● Soror Angela Williams agreed with the past basilei comments about being able to review articles before 

publication, but encouraged sorors to be mindful of the one-column space limitation when making any 

additions and the final decision on the editorial still falls with our current basileus.  

● Soror Helen Houston requested the dial-in number to report attendance for herself and Soror Mattelia 

Grays (both she and Soror Grays were attending the June 2021 chapter meeting by phone).  

Basileus Story called for the vote: 
  

In Favor: 198  

 Opposed:   13 
 
The motion passed to provide past basilei an opportunity to review their respective article prior to 

publication in The Jewel newsletter.  
 
 
Announcements:  

● Soror Shirlette Milton made a special announcement on behalf of the Ivy Educational and Charitable Foundation of 

Houston, Inc. regarding the forthcoming signature fundraiser event, Emerging – A Virtual Fashion Experience on 

Sunday, September 26, 2021 at 2 p.m. A promotional video was shown providing event and ticket purchase details.  

● Soror Mary Smith Johnson, Epistoleus reminded sorors that the chapter is on summer hiatus, so there will be no 

weekly chapter eblast. Only urgent messages will be sent via eblast. If you have an urgent request, please contact 

Soror Cherise Story. 
 
 
Birthday Acknowledgment: On behalf of the Hostess Committee, Soror Cheryl Mitchell acknowledged all sorors 

Graduate Advisor Reports    
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celebrating birthdays during the month of June and July 2021. A presentation of names of all sorors celebrating 
birthdays in June and July was shown virtually on screen, accompanied with a happy birthday salute by Stevie 
Wonder.  
 
 
Closing Prayer – Pink and Green Prayer Team: Soror Shalondra Moore provided closing prayer.     
 
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 1:10 p.m.    
 

Submitted by:  

 
                                           
  

 Susan Bynam       Cherise Story 
 2021 Grammateus      2021 Basileus 
 
Please contact Soror Susan Bynam via email at Grammateus.AKOmega@gmail.com with any suggested 
corrections. 
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