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Chapter Meeting Minutes  

March 20, 2021   
 

Call to Order/Greeting:  The Basileus, Soror Cherise Story, greeted the chapter and called the March 20, 2021 virtual 
meeting of the Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated to order at 11:00 a.m. There 
were 496 sorors who joined by laptop, desktop, tablet or telephone.  

Basileus Story announced one year ago, the chapter held its very first virtual chapter meeting and thanked chapter 
members for continuing to exemplify excellence and support the chapter’s virtual activities.  

Virtual Meeting Etiquette: Soror Rhonda Haralson, Technology Committee Co-Chairman, presented virtual 
meeting etiquette for the day.   
 
Adoption of the Rules & Parliamentarian Tip:  Soror Veronica Johnson, Parliamentarian, presented virtual 
rules to accommodate a virtual chapter meeting and the parliamentary tip: A meeting enters into executive 
session only when required by rule or established custom, or upon the adoption of a motion to do so.  
 
Approval of Agenda:  Basileus Story announced agenda packets were uploaded to the Members Only section of 
the chapter website for review. With no objections, the agenda was adopted by general consensus.  
 
Meditation & Prayer:  Soror Charlyn Kyles, Chaplain, gave the meditation on the theme, Overcoming Obstacles.   
 
Basileus Message:   
Basileus Story made the following announcements:  
● The chapter has a process to get back on track with Ivy Beyond the Wall articles for the Ivy Leaf.  
● Modified Membership Intake Process (MIP) Manual arrived over the weekend. Basileus Story will get together 
with Soror Edwina Johnson to discuss the manual.  
● Basileus Story still receives phone calls from sorors stating the chapter is not hosting a MIP. Basileus Story 
reminded sorors that the chapter voted to rescind the motion to have MIP and as a result, the MIP discussion went 
back to the Membership Committee. Sorors were encouraged to participate in the discussion during the 
Membership Committee meeting.  
● Soror VeRonique Williams, Gamma Psi Chapter Graduate Advisor, agreed to allow Soror Edwina Johnson to 
shadow her during the Gamma Psi Chapter MIP, to provide guidance for any future MIP hosted by Alpha Kappa 
Omega Chapter.   
● Basileus Story received two letters on behalf of the chapter:  
(1) Alpha Kappa Alpha general members from Wharton, Kendleton, Needville, Rosenberg, Richmond and 
Fulshear, Texas seeking support from Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter members, via a letter of endorsement, 
in establishing an interest group to charter a graduate chapter. The letter of endorsement should include the 
impact on the chapter’s recruitment, retention of sorors, fundraising and program activities and be submitted on or 
before March 31, 2021, via mail or email.  

Action Taken: Soror Jennifer Rachal moved that Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter endorse the potential 
interest group. Seconded by Soror Laura Allen, Anti-Basileus of Programs. Basileus Story asked for any 
discussion.  

 
Hands Raised: 
● Soror Mary Ann Donato inquired of the impact the potential interest group has on Alpha Kappa Omega 
Chapter. Basileus Story responded Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter has members who live across the general 
Houston metroplex, but our chapter’s general service area is Houston. 
 
● Soror Betty Merritte-Williams asked what is Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter’s current membership total? 
Basileus Story stated the Alpha Kappa Alpha corporate register’s most recent reading listed Alpha Kappa 
Omega Chapter’s current membership at 833 sorors.   
 
● Soror Carla Murphy sought further clarification about the potential interest group’s letter to Alpha Kappa 
Omega Chapter. Madam Basileus stated interest groups seeking to start new, graduate chapters 
customarily reach out to established, graduate chapters initially to seek endorsement. 



This document is a draft until approved by the Alpha Kappa Omega Body of Membership. 
 

Page 2 of 9 
 

With no further discussion, Basileus Story called for the vote, requesting sorors to use the raise your hand 
feature. 
 
In Favor: 246   
Opposed: 11 
 
Basileus Story announced the motion to endorse the potential interest group passed. 

 
(2) A letter from First Supreme Anti-Basileus, Soror Danette Anthony Reed, requesting chapters, via a 
chapter contribution, serve as sponsors at the Public Reception in Orlando, Florida at the 2022 Boule and a 
Public Reception in Dallas, Texas, to celebrate the beginning of the new administration, as Soror Reed 
prepares to become the 31st International President and first International President who hails from the 
Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex.  
 
Chapter sponsorship donations of $5,031 or more to include:  

● 2 tickets per chapter to Dallas VSG Reception  
● Chapter listed as sponsor on back of program at Orlando and Dallas public receptions  
● One reserved table at Dallas Public Reception  
● Special recognition of chapter during Orlando and Dallas receptions, such as a digital display 

 
Chapter sponsorship donations of $3,100 to $5,030 to include:  
 ● 2 tickets per chapter to Dallas VSG Reception  

 ● 2 reserved seating tickets per chapter to Dallas Public Reception  

 ● Chapter listed as sponsor on back of program at Dallas Public Reception  
 
Additional donation amounts listed in the fundraising card: 
 ● $131 
 ● $310 
 ● $1,310 
 ● $3,100 and 
 ● Other  
 
The letter stipulated that contributions to these events will, in no way, support the programs of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc. Chapters are requested to return their desired donation, along with the fundraising card included with 
the letter, by June 30, 2021. 
 
Madam Basileus mentioned there is no line item in our chapter budget for this type of expense, however the chapter 
has over $4,000 in our contingency line item. Soror Keri Meyers, Tamiouchos, confirmed the chapter has $4,612 in 
contingencies, as of February 2021.  
 
Madam Basileus stated several options for the chapter to make a donation(s): 

● Sorors submit donations to the chapter and the chapter submit one check from Alpha Kappa Omega  
 ● Provide contact information to sorors to send donations, directly, with the indicator, Alpha Kappa Omega 
 ● The chapter can approve an unbudgeted expense from our contingency line item 
 

Hand Raised: 
● Soror Laura Allen, Anti-Basileus of Programs, stated it was too early to exhaust all the contingency fund.    
 
Action: Soror Allen moved the chapter take $1,500 from the contingency line item to support First Supreme 
Anti-Basileus, Soror Danette Anthony Reed, in sponsorship. Seconded by Soror Patricia Roberts. Soror 
Roberts also encouraged sorors to make contributions to the chapter in support of Soror Reed since Soror 
Reed is from South Central Region and will be our next Supreme Basileus. Basileus Story asked for any 
discussion.  

 
Point of order from Soror Veronica Johnson, Parliamentarian, on the motion: When using the hand 
raise feature for a second on the motion, the individual giving the second should give the second, then go 
into discussion by recognizing your members. 
 
Hands Raised: 
 
● Soror Helen Houston presented two questions: (1) If the chapter donates less than being requested, will 
the chapter receive the same benefits, such as the two tickets to the reception? Basileus Story stated the 
fundraising card does not mention any benefits for other levels. (2) Is Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter the only 
chapter receiving the donation request or will the donation request be presented to each chapter in the 
region? Madam Basileus stated she was not sure of notice to other chapters; she was only in receipt of the 
letter, which was enclosed inside the fundraising card. 
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● Soror Betty Merritte-Williams inquired if the chapter records can reflect Soror Patricia Roberts seconded 
the motion, then transfer Soror Roberts’ rationale for the chapter to support Soror Reed (which she provided 
following her second) to discussion. Soror Merritte-Williams stated Soror Robert’s comments were pertinent 
to the discussion. Madam Basileus agreed with Soror Merritte-Williams.  
 
● Additionally, Soror Merritte-Williams shared her thoughts on chapter members making donations towards 
this effort, such that the chapter will be in position to receive the sponsorship to receive benefits.  Madam 
Basileus reminded chapter members that the chapter can move forward with the chapter donation and also 
encourage sorors to make individual donations, in the name of Alpha Kappa Omega, to support the total 
contribution from the chapter. To ensure Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter recognition for its total contribution, 
Madam Basileus suggested that one chapter check of all donations be submitted on behalf of the chapter.  
 
● Soror Angela Williams inquired of the possibility of sending the higher part of the chapter’s donation out of 
our current budget and send the balance of the chapter’s donation in January 2022, so the expense can be 
included as a line item in the new budget. Per the correspondence received by Madam Basileus, donations 
must be received by June 30, 2021. 
 
● Soror Patricia Roberts requested to rescind her second on the motion, to only include the 
recommendation made on the floor. Soror Roberts stated she was in agreement with Soror Angela 
Williams’ suggestion. 
 
Point of order by Parliamentarian Veronica Johnson: The chapter exceeded the 5-minute rule for 
discussion. 
 
Action: Basileus Story called for the vote on the motion for the chapter to contribute $1,500 from the 
contingency line item to support First Supreme Anti-Basileus, Soror Danette Anthony Reed, in sponsorship. 
 
In Favor: 197  
Opposed: 36 
 
Motion passed.  
 
Basileus Story announced she would lead the charge in making an individual $100 donation towards the 
chapter’s total contribution, in hopes the chapter will raise enough to reach the $3,100 sponsorship level.  

 
● South Central Regional Director Joya Hayes has announced chapters will begin phasing in, in-person service 
projects in April 2021. Only 10 sorors will be able to participate at a time.  

● Upcoming Service Project: Basketball Tournament, Saturday, April 10, 2021. Former City Council 
Member Dwight Boykins is requesting volunteers to support registration and logistics at the tournament. 
Basketball tournament will be between inner city youth and local law enforcement to help bridge the gap in 
communication. Sorors interested in volunteering should contact Soror Laura Allen, Anti-Basileus of 
Programs at: lallen0604@gmail.com.  

 
● As the chapter continues to honor the chapter’s past basilei in the newsletter, Madam Basileus encouraged sorors 
to review this month’s feature, Soror Gervasia Anglin, to learn of the great service rendered under her 
administration. 

 
Introduction of Reactivated & Transferred Sorors: Soror Monica Arrington, Reactivation Committee 
Chairman reported on the continual success of the 2021 Reactivation Campaign: To date, Alpha Kappa 
Omega Chapter has reactivated 87 sorors and welcomed 29 transferring sorors. The names of all reactivated 
and transferring sorors were displayed virtually on screen during the chapter meeting.  
 
Hands Raised: 
● Soror Monica Baynard inquired of the deadline for sorors to make individual contributions to the chapter for 
the fundraising effort for Anti-Supreme Basileus Danette Anthony Reed. Basileus Story suggested May 2021 
would be an ideal timeframe and the information will be sent out via chapter e-blast.  
 
● Soror Elnora Flewellen announced she will donate the balance of whatever is needed to reach the $3,100 
sponsorship level by the chapter. 
 
Donations for Soror Danette Anthony Reed’s fundraiser can be mailed to Soror Rayya Carrington, Pecunious 
Grammateus and Soror Pippa Brown-Andrews, Anti-Pecunious Grammateus. The PayPal account on the 
website is currently not active to accept donation payments for this endeavor. A chapter e-blast will be 
disseminated with payment details.  

mailto:lallen0604@gmail.com
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Update on Challenged Sorors:  
Basileus Story announced: 
● Soror Charlene James lost her father, Mr. Cecil Hunter.  
● Mr. Luthus White, who was the father to Ivy Beyond the Wall, Soror Rita Roberts, passed away. 
 
Basileus Story reminded chapter members to reach out to our vulnerable sorors and their families.  
 
Introduction of Service Project: Soror Clara Cooper, Target 5, Global Impact Committee Chairman, reported 
for the month of March 2021, the committee will continue its focus on the Pillowcase Project to meet the 
chapter’s goal to make 100 dresses and 50 shirts for boys for the April 29th South Central Regional 
Conference. To date, 75 dresses have been completed, 12 dresses are in progress and 12 dresses are ready 
for final stitching, so the chapter will meet its target goal.  The committee is seeking volunteers to help make 
the 50 shirts for the boys. Soror Cooper thanked Soror Andrea Bonner, Anti-Basileus of Operations, Soror 
Bonner’s HCC students and Soror Mary Cureau and her church members for helping with making the boys’ 
shirts. Beginning on March 29, committee members and volunteers will begin picking up from sorors dresses 
that have been completed. If you’ve completed dresses or want to volunteer to make shirts, contact Soror 
Clara Cooper at (713) 591-6800 or email Soror Cooper of Soror Michelle Lastrapes, Co-Chairman at 
akomega.global.impact@gmail.com.  
 
  
 OFFICER & STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

  
Please reference the chapter website for Officer Reports.  

 
Approval of the Minutes: Basileus Story reported the February 27, 2021 chapter meeting minutes were recorded 
by Soror Susan Bynam, Grammateus, and were uploaded to the Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter website for review.  

Action: With no corrections or objections, the chapter minutes were adopted by general consensus. 
 
Correspondence: Soror Mary Smith Johnson, Epistoleus, highlighted correspondence printed in the March 2021 
correspondence report in the agenda packet.  
 
Pecunious Grammateus Report:  Soror Rayya Carrington, Pecunious Grammateus, presented the Financial 
Summary Report for the reporting period of February 28, 2021 and provided the following February 2021 highlights: 
The anti-pecunious grammateus collected $1,439.31, in funds for transferring sorors into the chapter; $2,574.89, 
collected for PayPal fees. Total monies collected for February 2021, $4.014.20.   Total year-to-date for 2021, the 
pecunious grammateus and anti-pecunious grammateus collected $115,029.79. This report will be referred to the 
Audit Committee for review. 
 
Tamiouchos Report:  Soror Keri Myers, Tamiouchos, provided financial highlights and updates for month-to-date 
and year-to-date totals for February 2021, including highlights on the Zoom screen for sorors who were unable to 
download the agenda packet.  
 
 

INCOME AND EXPENSES AT-A-GLANCE 
 for February 2021 

 February YTD Year-To-Date 

Total Income      $  135,252.30 $271,502.00 

Expenses $    86,289.00 $271,502.00 

Net Income (Loss)      $    48,963.30          $     - - -  

Balance Sheet 

Total Assets       $   519,055.05 

Total Liabilities      $     35,724.98 

Total Equity      $   483,330.07 

Total Liabilities and Equity      $   519,055.05 

Monthly Bank Reconciliations 

Total Adjusted Bank Balance       $   514,254.07 

Outstanding Transactions 

Outstanding Checks      $       5,170.69 

Grant and Self-Sustaining      $          263.52 

 
For the month of February 2021, Soror Myers highlighted the following income and expenses: 

mailto:akomega.global.impact@gmail.com
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     EXCELLENCE IN PROGRAMMING REPORTS 

INCOME: 
● Membership Dues, in the amount of $1,983.00 
● Total Income: $2,124.46 
 

EXPENSES: 
● Dues paid to Corporate: $3,367.50   
● EAF Sponsorship, Platinum Level: $2,000.00 Dues submitted to the corporate office, $72,970.00  
● Total Expenses: $7,535.84  

 
NET (LOSS) for February 2021: (5,411.38)  
 
● Soror Myers highlighted the monthly bank account reconciliations: 

● Operating, $329,523.49  
● Housing, $120,448.64 
● Grant & Self-Sustaining, $45,108.53 
● Savings, $19,173.41 
 

Total Bank Accounts: $514,254.07 
TOTAL ASSETS: $519,055.05 
 
Total Liabilities: $35,724.98 
Total Equity: $483,330.07 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY: $519,055.05 
 
Soror Myers report will be referred to the Audit Committee for review. 
 
Executive Committee:  Soror Felicia Wright, Anti-Grammateus, presented an oral report of the Executive 
Committee.  The Executive Committee of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter met 
virtually via Zoom on Wednesday, March 17, 2021 at 7 p.m. There were 33 executive committee members, 
committee chairmen and other members present.  There are no recommendations to bring forward at this time. 
 
 
 

Please reference the chapter website for Programming Reports. 
 

#CAP Signature Program: Soror Erica Smith, #CAP Committee Chairman, reported the committee held a tele-
conference meeting on February 22, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. In light of the recent winter freeze, committee members 
opted to check on the well-being of the student participants, as well plan for the virtual meeting with Madison High 
School students on Thursday, February 25, 2021. 
 
Update from the February 25 Madison HS students Virtual Meeting: 
● Ms. Ashley Turnage, HISD Career Counselor, shared information and tips to students on how to finance post-
secondary education, entering college or a trade program, entering the military and moving directly into the 
workforce.   
● #CAP schedule and participation opportunities during the Spring 2021 semester were discussed with the 
students. 
 
Target 1: HBCU for Life: Soror Janice Argudin, Target 1: HBCU for Life Chairman, reported the committee met 
virtually by Zoom on March 2, 2021 to discuss the upcoming partnership with the Houston area HBCU College Fair 
on March 6, 2021. The committee was designated to serve as the hostess group for the event to set up the 
hospitality suite. For the college fair, the committee provided sandwiches, pastries, coffee chips, fruit, water and 
juices, via donations, from Chick-Fil-A, Jason’s Deli and Panera Bread. Approximately 440 high school students and 
over 30 colleges participated at the college fair. 
 
Target 2: Women’s Healthcare and Wellness: Soror Cheryl Duncan, Target 2: Women’s Healthcare and 
Wellness Committee Chairman, reported the committee met by tele-conference at 6:30 p.m. on March 3, 2021 to 
discuss the chapter being a Community Partner Sponsor at $2,500 with Sisters Network, Inc. Stop the Silence 
Virtual 5K Run/Walk, Saturday, April 10, 2021, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., with funds generated from registration and 
donations from sorors.  

● Recommendation: The chapter partner with Sister Network, Inc., as a Community Partner Sponsor for 
$2,500, with $1,000 of the sponsorship coming from the chapter’s contribution line item, the balance of 
funds to come from sorors’ families and $25 registration fees for the walk.  

The committee’s goal for the walk is $3,000.   



This document is a draft until approved by the Alpha Kappa Omega Body of Membership. 
 

Page 6 of 9 
 

 
Additional updates:  
● The committee will be posting on social media about healthy eating practices during the month of March for 
National Nutritional Month. 
● #PrettyVaccinatedCampaign will continue until May 2021 to educate sorors about receiving the COVID-19 
vaccine and to display photos of sorors who have already received the vaccine. 
● Sorors are encouraged to complete the vaccine campaign survey by or before the end of March 2021. 
 
 Action: Basileus Story asked for any discussion on the recommendation.  
 
 Hands Raised:  

● Soror Darlene Alexander requested to make the motion, but Madam Basileus informed recommendations 
from the committee don’t need a second, so the chapter can go straight into discussion, followed by the 
vote. 
● Per Soror Keri Myers, Tamiouchos, confirmed committee has $2,800 in their budget. Soror Darlene 
Johnson inquired if the monies could be taken out of the committee’s budget to avoid voting on the 
recommendation. Basileus Story confirmed funds from the committee’s budget was an option. 
● Soror Laura Allen agreed with the recommendation that funds come from the chapter’s contribution line 
item due to the committee having three impact days and other activities throughout the year. 
● Soror Diedra Fontaine inquired if the chapter was not already listed on Sisters Network marketing 
materials as a sponsor. Madam Basileus confirmed the chapter is listed as a sponsor based on a 
conversation she had with Karen Jackson (CEO, Sisters Network), sharing with Karen she was confident 
the chapter would be able to raise the $2,500 based on past history of raising more than $7,000 for Sisters 
Network. However, the memorandum of understanding signed did not include a $2,500 commitment from 
the chapter, nor could Madam Basileus sign a commitment of that amount without approval from the 
chapter. Soror Diedra questioned how much monies have already been raised towards the $2,500 
commitment. Soror Duncan informed that to date, twenty-one sorors have registered for the walk, 
amounting to $525; additionally, the chapter has made 525 donations, totaling to date, $1,050. Basileus 
Story clarified that the recommended $1,000 coming from the contribution line item would be in addition to 
any monies raised by the chapter. 
● Soror Thedrial Jackson inquired of the balance remaining in the chapter’s contributions line item to spend 
for the year. Soror Keri Myers, Tamiouchos, confirmed a balance of $21,000 in the contributions line item.   
 
Basileus restated the recommendation and called for the vote. 
All in Favor: 238 
Opposed:  3 
 
The recommendation to donate $1,000 from the chapter’s contributions line item towards the Community 
Partnership Sponsorship with the Sisters Network Stop the Silence 5K Walk passed.  
 

Target 5: Global Impact Committee: Soror Clara Cooper, Target 5: Global Impact Committee Chairman, reported 
the committee met at 8 p.m. via Zoom on Thursday, February 25, 2021, with eighteen members in attendance to 
discuss and plan activities for the upcoming months regarding the committee goals, including:  
● Pillowcase Project;  
● Adoption of A Refugee Family in March:  

● Month of March 2021: The committee will sponsor two or three refugee families from a local organization 
that provides services to refugee, i.e., the International Ministries of the Propagation of Gospel (IPMG), 
which works with resettlement groups in Houston, with emphasis on those fleeing the Congo region. 
● First family adopted: Father with two daughters ages 4 and 2. Collectively, twelve members from the 
committee donated $300 in HEB and Walmart gift cards, $100 cash and approximately $500 in toiletry 
items, non-perishable food, pull-ups, diapers, diaper wipes and baby formula.  
● The committee would like to adopt two additional families identified by the IPMG. 
 

Recommendation from the Global Impact Committee: The chapter donate $500 to purchase 
two additional, $250 HEB or Walmart gift cards for each adopted family.  
 
Action: Basileus Story asked for any discussion. None heard.  
All in Favor: 240 
Opposed: 7 
 
The recommendation passed. 
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● Global Impact Day on April 9, 2021, in partnership with Xi Alpha Omega Chapter, to host a “Drive Thru Food 
Drive”, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., at Liberty High School located at 8330 Triola, Houston, TX 77036, for Refugee Service of 
Texas. Chapter members will remain in their vehicles and volunteers will collect food items from their trunks. The 
$300 budget for Global Impact Day will be used to purchase to donate needed dry food items. 
● Next committee meeting will be held on March 25, 2021 at 8 p.m. via Zoom conference call.   
 
 
P 
 
                                                                                            Please reference the chapter website for Committee Reports. 
 
Courtesy Committee (DPGS Celebration): Soror Pamela Cormier, Courtesy Committee Chairman, reported the 
committee met on March 1, 2021, to introduce committee members and begin planning for the Diamond, Pearl, 
Golden, and Silver Soror Celebration, to be held on Saturday, April 24, 2021 at 4 p.m. Twenty-nine sorors were 
present at the meeting.  

● Pearl Soror in the chapter: Soror Darlene Alexander  
● The chapter will celebrate a total of 49 sorors during the celebration on Saturday, April 24.  

Please see committee report for additional information.  
 
Internal Audit – 2017 Report: Soror Angela Williams, Audit Committee Chairman, presented the internal audit 
report for our chapter records, for the year ending 2017. Soror Williams reported the audit was performed virtually, 
with each committee member reviewing certain months of the financial officers’ records. Subsequently, the 
committee met via Zoom to check transmittal reports between the Tamiouchos, Pecunious Grammateus and Anti-
Pecunious Grammateus. Each committee member reported her respective findings. The Audit Chairman presented 
the findings with the 2017 officers. A few weeks later, the entire audit committee was invited, with three members 
able to meet with the officers to hear the responses.  Soror Williams read the committee findings of the 2017 audit 
and committee recommendations, moving forward. 

● The findings of the 2017 audit and committee recommendations are located in the Internal Audit 2017 
Report, inside the chapter meeting agenda packet. 

 
Soror Williams moved for acceptance of the audit committee report. 

Action: Basileus Story asked if there were any objections to accepting the audit committee report, by 
general consensus. Hearing none, the audit report was accepted, by general consensus.  

 
Basileus Story acknowledged the hard work of the audit committee during the pandemic and the goal to accelerate 
efforts to catch up on chapter audits and get them done as swiftly as possible. Basileus Story clarified that the 
recommendations listed in the audit report were not presented for voting and will go back to the audit committee for 
further discussion and review. Chairman Angela Williams announced the 2018 chapter audit would start the 
following week. Additionally, Chairman Williams announced the general ledger information has been sent to the 
external auditor and the committee will secure pricing; 2017 books will be presented first to the external auditor, as 
soon as possible; the 2018 books will be presented next, per the chapter guidelines in accordance when the 
treasurer position changes; and, the 2019 and 2020 books will be presented together.  

 
Joint Chapter Wrap-Up: Soror VeRonique Williams, Joint Chapter Committee Chairman, reported the Spring 2021 
Joint Chapter Meeting with Alpha Kappa Omega, Gamma Psi, Epsilon Lambda and Omicron Gamma was held on 
Saturday, March 6, 2021, via Zoom. The theme, Think Globally While Serving Locally, focused on Target 5: 
Global Impact, Little Dresses and Little Shirts for Haiti. During the meeting, sorors from each chapter shared videos 
discussing the purpose, steps and impact of the project, along with the challenge of donating 100 little dresses and 
30 shirts given to all four chapters. 
 
Nominating Committee: Soror Jo Carolyn Goode, Nominating Committee Chairman, shared the importance of 
making shifts and remaining flexible in the way the chapter conducts business, including our chapter elections. 
Soror Goode reported: 
● Nominations of candidates are now accepted via email and shared Soror Christina Allen-Crowder’s name was, 
inadvertently, left off the ballot for the 2021 South Central Regional Conference delegate virtual election. 
● On February 27, 2021, Soror Goode contacted the Technology Committee to ascertain if Soror Allen-Crowder’s 
name could be added to the ballot, however her name could not be added due to time restraints set by Simply 
Voting in creating the ballot.  
● Basileus Story and Soror Goode individually contacted Soror Allen-Crowder to apologize for the human error on 
February 27. Soror Allen-Crowder was invited to add her name as a nominee on the ballot for the next delegate 
election.  

          Committee Reports             
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● Soror Goode held a meeting with the Nominating Committee on February 27 to inform of the error and to create a 
more efficient plan. Checks and balances for future, virtual elections were created and can be found in the 
statement from the 2021 Nominating Committee, located in the agenda packet.  
 
Hand raised: 
● Soror Christina Allen-Crowder stated some items were not accurately represented in the Nominating Committee 
report and made the following comments, as a matter of record: 

1) Soror Allen-Crowder requested her name, moving forward, be listed with a hyphen between Allen and 
Crowder, in accordance to her legal name. 
2) The list of nominations for delegates was not included in the packet so that members could see them 
prior to the February 27, 2021 chapter meeting during the PowerPoint presentation. The presentation was 
difficult to follow because the names, slides and photos of the sorors who had been nominated were not in 
any particular order and they didn’t coincide with one another.  
3) Soror Allen-Crowder identified the error during the chapter meeting while watching the PowerPoint 
presentation and not seeing her name or slide. Since the Zoom Chat had been disabled, Soror Allen-
Crowder asked in the Zoom Q&A if there were any sorors, who had been nominated but were not eligible to 
serve as a delegate, had been communicated to by the committee. The response given was sorors had 
been notified if they were nominated but determined ineligible.  
4) The following statement was made before the chapter body, “I will have to look at my notes and go back 
and let Soror Christina know why her name was not included on the ballot”—which gave indication Soror 
Allen-Crowder was ineligible to serve as a delegate.  
5) For the record and to be clear, Soror Allen-Crowder was not ineligible to serve as a delegate.  
6) After bringing the error to the attention of all involved, she was told that anywhere from 10 to 14 days 
lead time was needed to add names or make any corrections to the ballot with Simply Voting. However, the 
information in the report does not reflect that, but rather, an inquiry being made the day of chapter meeting. 
Soror Allen-Crowder reminded everyone that voting took place the following Sunday. 
7) The statement and gesture to imply that Soror Allen-Crowder was invited to be on the next delegate 
ballot was not accurate. The recommendation was not made until the Regional Director got involved in the 
matter. Soror Allen-Crowder is certain that many sorors would agree that the recommendation does not 
make the situation whole in any way or rectify the error that was made.  
8) On March 2, 2021, Soror Allen-Crowder requested a written response regarding this matter and has yet 
to receive one.  

 
Regional Conference – Scrapbooks: Soror Andrea Bonner, Anti-Basileus of Operations, provided an update on 
scrapbooks for the 2021 regional conference. Soror Bonner reported the Scrapbook Committee met via Zoom on 
March 9 and March 16, 2021 to plan for the completion of regional award scrapbooks. All scrapbooks will be digital 
submissions. The committee agreed on a theme for the chapter scrapbooks: Virtual Excellence: Our Service 
Knows No Limits.   
 
Scrapbooks to be submitted for consideration include: 
● Chapter of the Year 
● Outstanding Chapter Scrapbook 
● Outstanding Chapter Exhibit 
● Jacqueline O. Dansby Educational Leadership and Achievement Award, in addition to our Program Target Books. 
 
Individual award submissions from sorors in the chapter will include: 
● Mamie McKnight Community Service Award 
● Soror of the Year 
● Darrilyn Riles Davis Spirit Award 
● Graduate Advisor of the Year and  
● Jewel Thomas Visionary Award 
 
Submission Deadline: Sunday, April 4, 2021 
 
Sorors with organizational and/or graphic design skills are encouraged to volunteer their expertise by calling or 
emailing Soror Bonner. Soror Bonner requested prayer on behalf of Soror Deirdre Holloway, Scrapbook Committee 
Chairman and Reporter to the Ivy Leaf, who experienced severe damage to her home from the winter storm and is 
also dealing with challenges related to her mother’s health.  
 
 
 
Gamma Psi Chapter, Texas Southern University: Soror VeRonique Williams, Graduate Advisor, provided 

updates on Gamma Psi Chapter activity. Refer to the agenda packet for further information.  

Graduate Advisor Reports    
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Epsilon Lambda Chapter, University of Houston, Central Campus: Soror Jennifer Rachal, Graduate Advisor, 

provided updates on Epsilon Lambda Chapter. Refer to the agenda packet for further information.: 

Omicron Gamma Chapter, University of Houston Downtown: Soror Dina Williams, Graduate Advisor, provided 

an update on Omicron Gamma Chapter activities. Refer to the agenda packet for further information.  
 
Hand Raised: 

● Regarding the forthcoming Gamma Psi Chapter MIP, Soror Elnora Flewellen sought clarification from Soror 

VeRonique Williams regarding Rush and uniqueness of the selected group of young ladies. Soror VeRonique stated 

Rush was not held on the Texas Southern University campus due to the guidelines not being set in stone by the 

time deadline was up to have Rush; the deadline was missed at TSU. The young ladies selected are a continuation 

from the Spring 2020 line that was stopped due to the pandemic. The Gamma Psi Chapter had an intake in Fall 

2020 for the graduating seniors that were on the line, so the ladies participating in the Spring 2021 intake are a 

carryover from the Fall 2020 line.  
 
Unfinished Business: Soror Diana Johnson commented a $1,500 or $3,000 contribution from a chapter our size is 

too small for Soror Danette Anthony Reed’s fundraiser.  

 

New Business: None heard.  
 
 
Announcements:  

● Soror Mary Smith Johnson announced the Parade of Committees will be held on Tuesday, April 6, 2021 at 7 p.m. 

More details to follow via chapter e-blast.  
 
 
Birthday Acknowledgment: On behalf of the Hostess Committee, Soror Cheryl Mitchell acknowledged all sorors 
celebrating birthdays during the month of March 2021. A presentation of names of all sorors celebrating birthdays in 
March was shown virtually on screen, accompanied with a happy birthday salute by Stevie Wonder.  
 
 
Closing Prayer – Pink and Green Prayer Team: Soror Tishauna Washington provided closing prayer.     
 
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 1:02 p.m.    
 

Submitted by:  

 
                                           
  

 Susan Bynam       Cherise Story 
 2021 Grammateus      2021 Basileus 
 
Please contact Soror Susan Bynam via email at Grammateus.AKOmega@gmail.com with any suggested 
corrections. 
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