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In Memory of Soror Jewel McFarlin Thomas 

Greetings Sorors, 

     Spring is in the air to energize and refresh, and over  
the Easter weekend we reflected on our beliefs.  Let that  
reflection continue our commitment to sisterly  
participation in our chapter’s activities. 
 
     In preparation for the 89th South Central Regional  
Conference, tremendous energy and hours were put  

into completing electronic scrapbooks to enter into competition for both 2019 
and 2020.  A huge Thank You to all sorors who assisted in any way, from  
locating and arranging content, to consulting, or putting in the labor of love on 
an electronic platform.  Many sorors will take the opportunity to attend  
regional conference sessions and workshops.  It is yet another opportunity to 
cultivate a renewed spirit of Sisterhood and Service. 
 
     The first quarter of 2021 ended with more exciting chapter activities in 
March.  The narration of the book Bunheads to youth was an outstanding 
presentation by the Arts! Committee.  Sorors enjoyed the Coming 2 America 
watch party organized by our Sisterly Relations Committee.  Once again, 
thanks to all members for our $2,500 donation to Target Hunger.  These and 
other newsworthy stories are in this month’s issue of The Jewel. 
 
     We will again meet virtually in April, and Zoom access information will be 
distributed before the meeting.  May God continue to richly bless each of you 
and all members of our great sisterhood.  Remember, all sorors working  
together in sisterhood will make a difference in our chapter and community.  
We are Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter!!  
 

With a Heart for Service, 

Soror Cherise Story 
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Our April service focuses on Target 3: Building Your 
Economic Legacy, in Entrepreneurship and the Black 
Dollar 365. The 6th Annual Black Restaurant Week is 
April 2-11, 2021, and includes Houston, Galveston and 
Beaumont.  Sorors are asked to participate April 9-11, 
2021, at the Power Center Food Truck Park.   We will 
patronize local African-American food trucks and 
restaurants to support economic legacy. The Hashtags 
a r e  # B l a c k R e s t a u r a n t W e e k ,  # A K A 1 9 0 8 , 
#AKOmega1928, #ServiceandSisterhood. 
 

        

 
         

 
       Please inform the Basileus as you become aware of 

those who are ill or otherwise challenged. 
 

Please continue to pray for all sorors and their 
families who are experiencing challenges. 

 
Mourning the loss of family... 

Soror Olivia Hervey who became an Ivy Beyond 
The Wall. She is also the mother of Soror Jewel 
Hervey.

Soror Regina Carrington and Soror Arnetta 
Carrington mourn the loss of their brother-in-law, 
Mr. Lewis Roland who is also the uncle of Soror 
Rayya Carrington.

Soror Charlene James who mourns the loss of her 
father, Mr. Cecil Thomas Hunter.

Soror Shanna Morgan who mourns the loss of her 
husband Mr. Andre Charles Morgan.

Illness and other challenges...

Soror Verdell Boutte requests healing prayers for 
her nephew, Mr. Alvard Hamilton.

Soror Helen Harvey who is hospitalized and        
requests prayers.

Soror Veronica Johnson received an honorary 
Doctorate of Humane Letters from Christian 
University of Southern Indiana.

Soror Jamie Terry was featured by Memorial 
Hermann in an article Celebrating Women’s 
History Month.

Soror Kim Topps on placing 1st  in the International 
Speech Contest.

Soror Johnetta “Kitty” Alfred

Soror Jacqueline Jones McKinney

Soror Chaney Ledet

Soror Melba Alfred Mitchell

Soror LaShanda Osby

Soror Kim Topps

Soror Una Topps

 To assist in the orderly preparation of weekly eBlast 
messages to the chapter, please submit articles ready 
for publication along with any flyers, etc. for the 
Monday eBlast, by Saturday at Noon.  

 
 
T h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e 
Contributing Writers/
P r o o f r e a d in g  Te a m – 
Sorors Laura Allen, Janice 
Argudin, Cheryl Duncan, 
D e e  F o l e y ,  C a r o l e n e 

Goffney, Andrea Hollingsworth, Thedrial Jackson, 
Taylar Lewis, Millie Mitchell, Anitra Provost, Shanda 
Provost, DiAnn  Robinson, Erica Smith and Tracy 
Warner.  Thank you for making our newsletter a 
success! 



 

 

 
The Official Guide to Alpha Kappa Alpha Protocol,  
Revised 2020 (Page 34) 
 
Electronic Communication: 
 
1. Please adhere to the new Social Media Policy         

Guidelines for Alpha Kappa Alpha Web Presence 
set  forth by the International  Technology 
Committee. 

2.  Email and/or a listserv are not secure media.  Care 
should be taken when transmitting confidential 
information through these media.  Never forward 
official email messages sent by International, 
Regional, or chapter sources to individuals who are 
not active members of Alpha Kappa Alpha. 

3. Electronic communication is subject to the same 
approval process as written correspondence. 

4. Always delete Alpha Kappa Alpha files from 
computers used in public areas.  The best practice 
is to save all information to a USB drive or other 
electronic devices. 

5.  Always use discretion when using social media (e.g.  
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Blogs, YouTube, 
Pinterest, LinkedIn, GroupMe, etc.).  These forums 
are open to the public and Sorors should not post 
information discussed or pictures from plenary 
sessions of conferences, chapter meetings, 
committee meetings, Rituals, and other closed 
Sorority events.   

 

 

The Committee partnered with the 

Houston HBCU Alumni Association 

in one of the largest college fairs for 

Historically Black Colleges and 

Universities by raising awareness 

and recruiting new students. This 

event was held on March 6, 2021, 

from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. in Houston, Texas at the Marriott 

Hotel South.  The Committee hosted the hospitality 

room that provided refreshments to students and 

volunteers.  This year was the first fair to be held 

virtually and in person with all protocols in place due 

to COVID-19.  Approximately 30 colleges and 

universities where in attendance with over 1,000 

students registered.  The Buffalo Soldiers conducted 

the opening ceremony, presenting the “Colors.” U. S. 

Representative Al Green, a graduate of the Texas 

Southern University Thurgood Marshall School of Law 

greeted and spoke with students and parents in 

attendance at the event .  Judson Robinson, III a Fisk 

Graduate and President of the Houston Area Urban 

League was also in attendance.  Congratulations Soror 

Veronica L. Johnson, President of the Houston HBCU 

Alumni Association for a successful 2021 college fair. 
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The chapter recently launched a Diamond, Pearl, 
Golden and Special Needs Committee.  The Committee 
was given the charge of assisting, engaging, and 
interacting with sorors as they navigate our chapter.  
The purpose of the Committee is to be a resource for 
any questions and concerns these sorors may have, and 
to ensure the sorors continue to be connected to the 
chapter.  An introductory letter was mailed and 
emailed to sorors who would benefit from this 
Committee, and it included contact information for a 
mentor assigned to each member.  Thank you to Sorors 
Anitra Provost, Chairman, and Barbara Fields, Co-
Chairman, for their hard work.  If you are interested in 
serving and assisting, with sisterliness and 
compassion, please contact Soror Anitra Provost 
(ap_1908@yahoo.com).  

The Committee met virtually on 
Thursday, March 26, 2021, with 
students from Madison High school 
i n  a t t e n d a n c e .  Th e  s t ud e n t s 
participated in a workshop entitled 

“Money Management Tips.” The presenters for the 
workshop were: Sorors Karen Aubrey, LaTanya 
G r a h a m ,  E r i c a  M o o r e  a n d  B o n i t a  M o r g a n .  
Undergraduate sorors from the Omicron Gamma 
Chapter from the University of Houston-Downtown 
assisted in the workshop by providing valuable 
personal experience tips on saving and spending 
money while attending college.  Workshop topics 
included: creating a budget; tracking expenses; 
opening a savings account; building a good credit 
score; cooking on a budget; creating an emergency 
fund; budget apps; tips for investing and gaining work 
experience. The students were given opportunities to 
ask questions, and share their own opinion and ideas 
related to money management.   

During the presentation, students were reminded to 
create a budget by first spending some time thinking 
about all of the living expenses they will be responsible 
for each month such as basic college expenses, tuition, 
room and board, textbooks, class supplies, phone, hair 
expenses, food and even spending money.  An actual 
budget was displayed and explained to the students. 
The highlight of the workshop included allowing the 
students to check for understanding by engaging in the 
“Kahoot” game. Gift cards were delivered to the top 
four students who had the highest scores. All in all, 
students had a great time competing with their peers to 
test their knowledge regarding managing and saving 
money. 
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On Saturday, March 27, 2021, the Committee held a 
virtual Harlem Heritage Book Club event for youth via 
the Zoom platform. The featured book for March was 
“Bunheads” by Misty Copeland. The book explored 
how Misty Copeland began her love for ballet dance 
which led to her career as the first African American 
principal prima ballerina with the prestigious 
American Ballet Theatre in New York City. The book 
was also written as an inspiration to African American 
girls to show them anything is possible despite the 
racism they may face in the world. In attendance were 
79 individuals comprised of sorors, students, and 
community members. The book was narrated by 
Anaish Johnson, a student at Kinder High School for 
the Performing and Visual Arts, and Soror Monica 
Adeeko also stood in for her daughter, Mariah Adeeko, 
a student at Kinder High School for the Performing 
and Visual Arts.  The book showed the skills, talent, 
beauty, and grace that Misty Copeland exhibited; and 
her determination to overcome the stereotypes and 
obstacles that African Americans face in professional 
ballet.  The program concluded with a moving and 
inspirational dance performed by Kendall Lockhart, 
who is the principal ballerina with College Dance 
Collective located in Memphis, Tennessee. 
 
 

In these despairing times for many, our chapter 
partnered with Target Hunger in the form of a $2,500 
donation.  Target Hunger is a hunger relief nonprofit 
serving thousands of vulnerable households across 
Houston, specializing in the northeast region.  The 
distribution of nutritious food is accomplished in 
several ways.  This includes food pantries, mobile 
distribution sites, emergency food assistance and an 
extensive senior delivery program.  Throughout the 
pandemic, more and more people in the community 
have needed help – and this is growing.  After the 
winter storm, many people were desperate for basic 
necessities, such as food.  Target Hunger always finds 
a way to help in any emergency situation.    

 

While delivering the check on March 18, 2021, 
Executive Director Sandra Wicoff and her assistant 
gave a tour to Sorors Cherise Story, Laura Allen and 
Andrea Bonner.  At this main location in Kashmere 
Gardens, there is a large productive green space for 
growing vegetables, complete with a rain water silo.  
Volunteerism is limited for now due to COVID-19, but 
future volunteer opportunities for our chapter were 
discussed.  It is quite evident that Target Hunger cares, 
with all of their heart, for the Houston community! 
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Team AKA Alpha Kappa Omega 
participated in the 11 th Annual 
Sisters Network, Inc. Stop The 
Silence Virtual 5K Run/Walk 
which was held on Saturday, April 
10, 2021.   The chapter was a 
Community Partner Sponsor with 

the Sisters Network, Inc. It is the only national African 
American breast cancer survivorship organization in 
the United States. Karen Eubanks Jackson, Founder/ 
CEO of Sisters Network, Inc. is an Honorary Member 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated. Our 
chapter continues to raise community awareness of 
critical health issues impacting African American 
women. Breast cancer awareness and prevention; heart 
health is a focus of Target 2: Women’s Healthcare and 
Wellness. Our Community Partner Sponsorship and 
donations will help Sisters Network address the breast 
cancer crisis in the African American community. The 
Stop the Silence 5K Virtual Walk/ Run also allowed 
members to focus on heart health by increasing 
physical activity. Sorors participated in a Steps 
Challenge on Walk Day. The top three sorors walking 
the most steps on the day of the walk will be 
recognized. Facts and statistics about breast cancer are 
posted on our social media to increase awareness and 
provide an educational component. We appreciate 
Soror Lottie Harrell Perry, Chairman of the event. 
 

 

The Coming 2 America watch party was held on 
Saturday, March 13, 2021. The Committee hosted this 
event to appeal to the multiple generations found 
within our chapter. Sorors were tuned in via Amazon 
Prime video and journeyed virtually to the land of 
Zamunda. Our trivia “Queen to Be” of the night was 
Soror Renee Lowe Williams, who correctly answered 
facts about the original Coming to America movie.  
Sorors Andrea Bonner and Laura Allen won Amazon 
gift cards. Sorors enjoyed being able to connect and 
discuss the movie via the chat function. The evening 
was full of laughter and sisterly love. 

The Chapter proudly donated $2,500 to the Star of 
Hope Women and Family Development Center at the 
Cornerstone Community Center in Houston, Texas.  
The donation was made possible by a grant from the 
Ivy Storehouse to assist Texas Storm Relief efforts.  It 
was submitted by Soror Dee Foley for the benefit of 
that organization.  Basileus Cherise Story and Soror 
Foley met with Marc Laney, Major Donations Officer, 
to present the donation.  The Star of Hope is a Christ-
centered community dedicated to meeting the needs of 
homeless men, women, and children. The community 
center provides holistic care through a variety of 
programs that promote personal development, 
provides stability, and hope for 150 families and 180 
single women.  Positive life-changes are encouraged 
through structured programs, which focus on spiritual 
growth, education, employment, life-management, and 
recovery from substance abuse.  On any given day, 
there are approximately 1,000 homeless families being 
helped at the Men’s Development Center, the Women 
and Family Development Center at Star of Hope’s 
Cornerstone and Extended Services.  Its mission 
dovetails nicely with Women’s Healthcare and 
Wellness.  The chapter is honored to be selected as a 
recipient of the Ivy Storehouse grant and award it to 



 

 

This year to highlight the legacy of leadership in our 
chapter, this corner will highlight sorors who have 
served as chapter Basilei, and who are current living 
members of our chapter, in chronological order of the 
years they served.  

 
Soror Charlotte Bryant was the 
president from 1981-1984. She 
earned her Bachelor of Arts, Master 
of Technology, and a Master of 
Sc ience f rom Texas  Southern 
University where she initiated into 
the Gamma Psi Chapter in 1952.  She 
has been Anti-Basileus, Philactor, 
Member - at -Large and Graduate 

Advisor to Delta Nu Chapter at the University of St. 
Thomas and Epsilon Lambda at the University of 
Houston.  She has been honored as South Central 
Region’s Most Outstanding Basileus (1984), South 
Central Region’s Most Outstanding Graduate Advisor 
(1978), and Alpha Kappa Omega’s Most Outstanding 
Women (YWCA 1983). She is a charter member of 
Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church. Also, for many years 
she was the chair of the Health Science Department at 
the DeBakey High School for the Health Professions in 
the Houston Independent School District.  

 Highlights of Soror Bryant’s  Accomplishments: 
• 41st South Central Regional Conference: 

Outstanding Chapter and Largest Attendance.  
• Donated $4,000 to Texas Southern University: M. 

Viola Butler Fund. 
• Donated $1,200 to Texas Southern University 

Athletic Fund. 
• First Urban League Community Service Award. 
• Initiated Houston’s first all Greek voter 

registration, education, and participation.  
• Donated $2,000 to Capital Improvement Project 

(CIP). 
We salute Soror Bryant for her leadership in Alpha 
Kappa Omega!  This is HERstory!   
 
Source:  The chapter’s history book, “Celebrating Eighty-
Five Years of Timeless Service Through Global Leadership.” 

 
Like us on 
Facebook.com/

AKA.AlphaKappaOmega 
 

Follow us on Instagram and Twitter @AKOmega1928 
 

Use these hashtags with your posts #AKA1908 
#Excellence #AKOmega1928 #ServiceandSisterhood 
 

Chapter Programs 
Soror Laura Rousseve Allen , Anti-Basileus of 
Programs 
lallen0604@gmail.com 
713-528-6021 
 

Chapter Operations 
Soror Andrea Bonner, Anti-Basileus of Operations 
tootsie_aka@yahoo.com 
713-206-2494 
 

 

Change of Address, E-mail, or not Receiving          
“The Jewel”  
Soror Mary Smith Johnson, Epistoleus  
justmaryj@sbcglobal.net 
832-577-4019 
 

Dues, Reactivation, Transfers, Pearl/Golden/Silver/
Life Members  
Soror Rayya Carrington, Pecunious Grammateus  
rayya.carrington@gmail.com 
346-971-7637 
 

Death of a Soror or someone in a Soror’s immediate 
family and/or information to be published in  
“The Jewel”  
Soror Cherise Story, Basileus 
president@alphakappaomega.com 
832-647-1017 
 

Courtesies 
Soror Pamela Cormier, Hodegos 
ilovebsc@sbcglobal.net 
832-641-5312 
 

Minutes of Chapter Meeting  
Soror Susan Bynam, Grammateus  
susanb_aka@yahoo.com 
832-428-3908 
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