
 

 

2021 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

BASILEUS 
Cherise Story 

ANTI-BASILEUS of PROGRAMS 
Laura Rousseve Allen  

ANTI-BASILEUS of OPERATIONS 
Andrea Bonner 

GRAMMATEUS 
Susan Bynam 

ANTI-GRAMMATEUS 
Felicia Wright 

EPISTOLEUS 
Mary Smith Johnson 

ANTI-EPISTOLEUS 
Thedrial Jackson 

TAMIOUCHOS 
Keri Myers 

ANTI-TAMIOUCHOS 
Meredith Hawkins 

PECUNIOUS GRAMMATEUS 
Rayya Carrington 

ANTI-PECUNIOUS GRAMMATEUS 
Pippa Brown-Andrews  

PHILACTOR 
Rebecca Savoy 

HODEGOS  
Pamela Cormier 

REPORTER TO THE IVY LEAF 
Deirdre Holloway 

HISTORIAN  
Taylar Lewis 

GRADUATE ADVISORS  
VeRonique Williams (Gamma Psi) 

Jennifer Rachal (Epsilon Lambda) 

Dina Williams (Omicron Gamma) 

PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Veronica Johnson  

CHAPLAIN 
Charlyn Kyles  

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
Lillian Bourgeois  

Donna Miles 
Andrea Miller 
Mary Shockley 

Connie Steward 

 

June 2021 

Volume 3 Number 6 

In Memory of Soror Jewel McFarlin Thomas 

Greetings Sorors, 

   It’s summertime! Happy Juneteenth!  Graduations,  
get-aways, and road trips abound as families are spending 
more time together.  Congratulations to all graduates: high 
school, college, and advanced degree programs.  We look 
forward to graduates of the undergraduate chapters we 
sponsor participating in the Undergraduate Transition  
Ceremony during the June meeting.  This summer also 

brings the first-ever  virtual Boule/Leadership Conference.  Delegates are ready 
to serve as our chapter representatives.  Sessions and training workshops offer all 
members a host of opportunities to learn more about our beloved sisterhood and 
enhance leadership skills.  
 
     The Superwoman Syndrome webinar hosted by the Women’s Healthcare and 
Wellness Committee is an example of transformative programming  

offered by our chapter.  Your support for mental health awareness was evident 
through enormous participation in NAMI Walks.  The Building Your  
Economic Legacy Committee continues finding innovative ways for us to  
support African American businesses.  The #CAP Committee celebrated  
graduates at Madison High School.  Read more about our eventful May in this 
month’s issue of The Jewel.  
 
     June is our last meeting before we go on summer hiatus and return in  
September. Though there are no chapter meetings or chapter-sponsored events in 
July and August, there are functions that must be performed for continuity in 
conducting chapter business.  But, we still have an essential event…I’ll see you at 
the chapter retreat. 
 
     We will again meet virtually in June, and Zoom access information will be  
distributed before the meeting.  May God continue to richly bless each of you and 
all members of our great sisterhood.  Remember, all sorors working together in 
sisterhood will make a difference in our chapter and community.  We are Alpha 
Kappa Omega Chapter!!  
 

With a Heart for Service, 

Soror Cherise Story 
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Our June service project focuses on World Refugee 
Day on June 20, 2021.  Sorors are asked to support by 
donating toiletries, school supplies, business clothing, 
and gardening supplies between June 13-19, 2021. A 
$250 donation will be given to both the Refugee 
Services of Texas and AMAANAH.  
 

        

       Please inform the Basileus as you become aware of 
those who are ill or otherwise challenged. 

 
Please continue to pray for all sorors and their     

families who are experiencing challenges. 
 
Mourning the loss of family… 

Soror Erika Culton and family who mourn the loss 
of her mother-in-law, Ms. Carrie L. Culton.

Soror Yvonne Jackson who mourns the loss of her 
aunt, Ms. Josephine Ratcliff.

Illness and other challenges...

Soror Kathleen Curry  requests healing prayers 
after surgery.

Soror Artice Hedgemon requests healing prayers 
after surgery.

Soror Lisa Reece requests healing prayers after 
surgery.

Soror Paula Saizan requests healing prayers after 
surgery.

Soror Shalondra Moore was named a 2021 
Difference Makers in Education by Mostyn Law 
Firm.

 

Our phone message system is active and sending 

messages to you.  Please add the phone number 405-

548-2251 from Oklahoma City, OK to your phone 

contacts.  Thank you to Sorors Laurie Wright and 

Vickie Windham for being the elegant voices. 

Soror Darlene Alexander

Soror Barbara Hayes

Soror  Charlene James

Soror  Pamela Johnson

Soror  DiAnn Robinson

Soror  Alta Williams

Soror  Demetria Williams

To the Contributing Writers/Proofreading Team – 
Sorors Shira Abdool, Laura Allen, Cheryl Duncan, 
Catherine Blackwell Garner, Jo-Carolyn Goode, 
Thedrial Jackson, Taylar Lewis, Ivy Ricketts, DiAnn 
Robinson, Erica Smith and Cherise Story.  Thank you 
for making our newsletter a success! 
 

To assist in the orderly preparation of weekly eBlast 
messages to the chapter, please submit articles to the 
Basileus ready for publication along with any flyers, 
etc. for the Monday eBlast by Saturday at Noon. 
 



 

 

From The Official Guide to Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Protocol, Revised 2020 (Page 66) and Protocol 
Training 
 
What is Protocol? 
 
Protocol is a code of conduct or behavior by which all 
M e mb e rs  o f  A l ph a  K a ppa  A l ph a  Soror i t y , 
Incorporated should follow to enhance the Sorority’s 
operations and aid in the creation of a more sisterly 
environment.  Demonstrating a command of protocol 
enhances the sorority’s image to the larger community.   
The graciousness and courtesies extended during 
social and community events will be apparent. 
Practicing protocol will ensure  consistency of our 
Sorority’s social and cultural traditions established by 
our Founders. 
  
V. COURTESIES  
  
Courtesies and gifts are ways to express appreciation. 
It is tradition in our culture to recognize 
significant events  in  the  lives  of   those  who  are        
important to us  and to thank persons for contributions 
they make. The Alpha Kappa Alpha sisterhood carries 
forth this tradition of the larger society. 
  
Former Directorate Members and Former Executive 
Directors should have the following: 
 
1. Reserved seating at conference and chapter events      

when not seated on the dias. 
2. Special identification badges at conferences. 
3. Special  seating on designated conference 

transportation.  
4. Recognition at chapter events.   
5. A personalized Sorority Resolution and a floral 

arrangement from the Corporate Office upon her 
death. 

6. Their name, rank and title(s) listed in the VSG 
Guide. 

 
 

#CAPSM wrapped up its 2020-2021 school year at 
Madison High School with a rousing graduation 
celebration. The graduating seniors were celebrated 
with all the pomp and circumstance of an in-person 
ceremony. Graduation music was played, and poems 
were read as the seniors names and photos scrolled 
across the screen. The seniors excitedly talked about 
their future, whether it included college or vocational 
pursuits. The visual contents of the College Essential 
Bags were revealed, and a certificate of participation 
was presented. The College Essential Bags included XL 
twin-sized bed linen, bath towels, personal hygiene 
items, hand sanitizer, cleaning supplies, school 
supplies, and much more.   The 11th grade students 
that met meeting attendance requirements received a 
$25.00 Target gift card. The following day, a small 
group of #CAPSM committee members, following all 
CDC protocols, presented the College Essential Bags 
and gift cards to Madison High School students. Both 
groups of students were extremely grateful for their 
gifts. Thankfulness and gratitude were key expressions 
used throughout our conversations with students this 
school year. Because of the pandemic, our program 
was exclusively virtual. In spite of our unique 
situation, students actively participated and 
appreciated all the college preparatory workshops. 
One senior student stated, “I will be attending Texas 
Southern University in the fall. I want to say thank you to 
the ladies of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority for providing us 
with all the information about applying for scholarships. I 
found all the workshops beneficial as well.”  This testimony 
demonstrates #CAPSM continues making a tremendous 
impact on students at Madison High School.  As we 
approach the 2021-2022 school year, we are looking 
forward to continuing support of the students. 
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On Friday, April 23, 2021, the chapter was awarded the 
G o l d e n  A p p l e  S e r v i c e  A w a r d  b y  H o u s t o n 
Independent School District.  During the virtual 
celebration of its 50th Anniversary of the Volunteers in 
Public Schools program, themed “Honoring the Past, 
Recognizing the Present, Shaping the Future,” the 
chapter was honored as a community partner and 
staunch supporter of public education.  This award is 
especially significant since this is the inaugural year 
for the awards program.  In the Expanding Horizons 
group, the chapter recognition was for providing 
college and career opportunities for high school 
s tudents ,  forever changing their  l ives  with 
transformative experiences, and helping them envision 
careers and skills for the future.  For many years, 
chapter members have made a considerable impact on 
students leading them to productive lives through 
awarding scholarships, tutoring, giving donations, or 
engaging students in our service programs.  Many 
chapter members are current or former Houston ISD 
staff and administrators at all levels, including Interim 
Superintendent Grenita Lathan, who have a deep 
commitment to Houston ISD students, and champion 
their cause for literacy and excellence in all academic 
pursuits.  During the “Looking Ahead” segment of the 
celebration, noting that supporting students is a 
continuous cycle, Basileus Cherise Story gave the 
charge to other sororities, fraternities, and corporations 
to join the volunteer program, promote education and 
continue engagement with the Houston Independent 
School District and advancement of its students.  
Congratulations to Soror Angelica Adams, Houston 
ISD Community Relations Liaison, for making this a 
very special occasion. 

NAMI Greater Houston was a huge success, and we 
thank you for your support! It is clear that our 53 
registered team members celebrated NAMIWalks Your 
Way in style on Saturday May 22, 2021.  Our sorors 
connected virtually to achieve Mental Health for All in 
our community. The 108 donations raised $4,680, 187% 
of the original goal. Thank you sorors for helping to 
fund mental health education, training and support. 
The Houston community can feel that they are 
#NotAlone. We cannot thank you enough for your 
enthusiastic support of NAMIWalks Greater Houston. 
Kudos to Soror Catherine Blackwell-Garner, 
coordinator, for planning such a great event.  We’ll 
keep working until we reach the ultimate goal:    
Mental Health for All! 
  

Page  6 

June 2021 

In Memory of Soror Jewel McFarlin Thomas 



 

 

I received communication on June 3, 2021 from the 
Corporate Office containing information that 
“Delegates for the 69th Boule Parts I and II must be the 
same except for in extenuating circumstances (e.g., the 
Basileus or other officers have changed, the member is 
no longer in the chapter or available, or there is a 
change in the allotted delegates).”  As a result of the 
communication, the May 2021 election of delegates for 
Boule Part II is null and void.  The chapter will revert 
to delegates elected at the February 15, 2020 chapter 
meeting.  Delegates will be: 

Cherise Story               Monica Baynard 

Laura Allen                  Mary  Barnett 

Andrea Bonner            Taylar Lewis    

VeRonique Williams Thedrial Jackson 

Jennifer Rachal Toni Smith 

Dina Williams Darlene Johnson 

 

The Executive Committee and sorors affected have 
been notified.  I would like to thank the Technology, 
Nominating, and Tellers’ Committees and all sorors 
for their patience and understanding.  If you have any 
questions, do not hesitate to contact me.   

 

With a Heart for Service, 

Soror Cherise 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Committee partnered with AARP Houston, and 
our Undergraduate Chapters, Gamma Psi, Epsilon 
Lambda and Omicron Gamma, in hosting a Webinar, 
Superwoman Syndrome: Women’s Healthy Outcomes.  
The webinar was informative and a great success with 
302 participants, including members of the community 
and 27 participants on Facebook Live who made 
excellent comments throughout the event. The goal of 
the webinar was an intensive review of how the 
Superwoman lifestyle includes many of us as busy 
women and is mirrored in our daily lives along with 
the related health implications. We partnered with 
AARP Houston, of which Soror Charlene James, is an 
AARP Advocacy Volunteer.  She was instrumental in 
obtaining a $1,000 financial donation from AARP to 
continue our community outreach to caregivers, 
support community mental health programs, and 
advocacy at NAMI. Noted speakers were Sorors 
Wanda Thornton Mott, MD, Grace Loudd, Ph.D., 
LMSW and LaTanya Jones Love, MD. The dynamic 
presentations of these guest speakers energized the 
audience and provided professional and practical 
information for living a healthy physical and mental 
health lifestyle. Undergraduate chapter members 
presented thought-provoking questions reflecting their 
interest in enhancing their quality of life through 
preventive health measures.  Additional questions 
from the audience made for a lively discussion. The 
Superwoman Syndrome Webinar could not have been 
successful without the support and assistance of our 
sorors! A special thanks to our community partner, 
AARP Houston, Shondra Wygal, Associate State 
Director for Outreach for the generous financial 
support of this program. 
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The Building Your Economic Legacy Committee 
initiated an AKA Assist Partnership with Angela 
House, which provides trauma-informed rehabilitative 
services in a safe, homelike atmosphere structured for 
the needs of formerly incarcerated women.  The 
program provides individual and group therapy, 
medical and mental health care, dental and vision, job 
readiness training, twelve step-recovery groups, as 
well as emotional and spiritual support.  The 
Committee held a donation drive for essential needs of 
the residents.  This included gently used purses and 
shoes, Zip-Lock bags of all sizes, hand sanitizer, 
African American hair products, toiletries and more.  
A very special thank you goes out to our sorors for a 
phenomenal turn-out of donations!  The donation 
count so far includes:   purses – 147; shoes – 132; hair 
products – 176; body wash / soap – 76; hand sanitizer 
– 70; Zip-Lock Bags, assorted sizes – 22; miscellaneous 
(clothing, combs, razors) - 18.  In addition, the  
Committee donated $500.00 to Angela House.  We 
look forward to a holiday drive!   

 

The Black Dollar circulates in the African American 
community for 6 hours "According to the University of 
Georgia’s Selig Center for Economic Growth, money 
circulates one time within the African American 
community, compared to more than six times in the 
Latino community, nine times in the Asian community 
and an unlimited amount of times within the white 
community.  A Black Star Project study on the racial 
wealth gap calculates that a dollar circulates six hours 
in the Black community, 20 days in the Jewish 
community and 30 days in the Asian community. 
Blacks have an estimated $1.3 trillion gross national 
income but only two percent is recirculated in the 
Black community." (Bankgreenwood.com). 

 

The Committee took a strong stance to help address 
this inequity by establishing a challenge to help 
improve the circulation of the Black Dollar. The entire 
Committee felt it was essential for us to begin 
investing in our Black Owned Businesses. During the 
month of April; which is Money Month, we started the 
first of several challenges by asking our chapter to take 
the April Money Month Challenge starting with the 
Food Truck Takeover at the Power Center on the 
weekend of April 9-11, 2021.  The Money Month was 
an excellent success and raised $16,655.74 during the 

three-day challenge.  “Sunday’s on Southmore - Third 
Ward” was another opportunity to invest in vendors, 
young entrepreneurs and African American Women 
owned businesses.  Sorors purchased their products 
and attended their events.  We had a sisterly wonderful 

time for a great purpose. Stay tuned for additional 
challenges to help Build Your Economic Legacy! 

https://www.victoriaadvocate.com/news/business/black-buying-power-increases-but-circulation-of-dollar-within-community-remains-low/article_a4348d65-c5b3-5cd3-b9c1-966765a96fd8.html
https://www.blackstarproject.org/index.php/advocacy-organizing/circulate-black-dollars-in-black-community.html


 

 

This year to highlight the legacy of leadership in our 
chapter, this corner will highlight sorors who have 
served as chapter Basilei, and who are current living 
members of our chapter, in chronological order of the 
years they served.  

Soror Gwendolyn J. Brinkley, 23rd 

South Central Regional Director, 
served from 1993-1996.  She was 
initiated into Alpha Kappa Omega 
in 1975. In addition, she served as 
chapter Philactor, Gamma Psi 
Graduate Advisor, President of the 
Ivy Educational and Charitable 
Foundation, and the 65 th South 

Central Regional Conference chairman. Soror Brinkley 
is a graduate of Wiley College with a Bachelor’s degree 
in music.  She received a Master of Education Degree 
from TSU and a certificate in supervision and 
administration from PV A&M University.  In the 
Dickinson ISD, she taught fourth-grade students for 25 
years, and in the Cleveland ISD, she served as an 
elementary school principal. She is a member of Top 
L a d i e s  of  D i s t in c t io n ,  Na t i o n al  W o me n  of 
Achievement, Iota Phi Lambda, the Houston Area 
Women’s Center, and Trinity East United Methodist 
Church.  
Some Highlights of Soror Brinkley’s Accomplishments: 
• AKA's Against Hunger Project, served lunches at 

the YWCA, meals to seniors at the Hobby House 
and Beall Village. 

• Donated $2,000 to TSU Pharmacy Department  
• Presented the Ten Foremost Fashionables in the 

Houston Area, at the IEACF Annual Fashion Show 
Extravaganza/Silent Auction which raised over 
$40,000 in 1994. 

• Supported Black businesses on AKA Black Dollar 
Day with over $10,000 in purchases. 

• Donated $1,000 to NAACP ACT‐SO Program.  
• Hosted 65th Chapter birthday celebration. 
We salute Soror Brinkley for her leadership in Alpha 
Kappa Omega!  This is HERstory!   
 
Source:  The chapter’s history book, “Celebrating Eighty-
Five Years of Timeless Service Through Global Leadership.” 

 
Like us on 
Facebook.com/

AKA.AlphaKappaOmega 
 

Follow us on Instagram and Twitter @AKOmega1928 
 

Use these hashtags with your posts #AKA1908 
#Excellence #AKOmega1928 #ServiceandSisterhood 
 

Chapter Programs 
Soror Laura Rousseve Allen , Anti-Basileus of 
Programs 
lallen0604@gmail.com 
713-528-6021 
 

Chapter Operations 
Soror Andrea Bonner, Anti-Basileus of Operations 
tootsie_aka@yahoo.com 
713-206-2494 
 

 

Change of Address, E-mail, or not Receiving          
“The Jewel”  
Soror Mary Smith Johnson, Epistoleus  
justmaryj@sbcglobal.net 
832-577-4019 
 

Dues, Reactivation, Transfers, Pearl/Golden/Silver/
Life Members  
Soror Rayya Carrington, Pecunious Grammateus  
rayya.carrington@gmail.com 
346-971-7637 
 

Death of a Soror or someone in a Soror’s immediate 
family and/or information to be published in  
“The Jewel”  
Soror Cherise Story, Basileus 
president@alphakappaomega.com 
832-647-1017 
 

Courtesies 
Soror Pamela Cormier, Hodegos 
ilovebsc@sbcglobal.net 
832-641-5312 
 

Minutes of Chapter Meeting  
Soror Susan Bynam, Grammateus  
susanb_aka@yahoo.com 
832-428-3908 
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