
 

 
 

 Meeting Minutes  March 17, 2018 
 

The Basileus, Soror Marsha Penn, called the March 17, 2018, regular meeting of the Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated to order at 11:03 AM.  There were 437 sorors in attendance at the meeting 
that was held at The Power Center, 12401 South Post Oak Road, Houston, TX 77045.   
 
Approval of Agenda:  Soror Penn presented the meeting agenda.  
Action:  A motion was made by Soror Karen Grays for approval of the agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded.  
Discussion:  No discussion heard.  Vote by Voice:  The motion was adopted. 
 

Invocation:  Soror Charlyn Kyles, Chaplain, provided a loving devotion on the Golden Rule, “Love your Sorors as 
yourself” and an encouraging prayer. 
 

Update of Sorors on Quiet Time:  Soror Marsha Penn announced that Soror Carol McCree was in our presence 
today at the meeting after having had a triple transplant.  Applause were heard for Soror McCree.  Soror Penn also 
asked that we continue to encourage our ill and shut-in sorors with phone calls, cards, texts and other 
communications.   

 

Leadership Moment:  Soror Penn encouraged all sorors to review the chapter directory to learn more about the 
chapter.  She also encouraged everyone to read the eBlast notifications for details of everything that is happening 
within the chapter.  Soror Penn, says one take a way today is, “To try to get all of the facts of a particular situation 
before you draw your conclusions.”   Lastly, she noted that the Purple Committees will present next month at the 
April meeting, regarding the mental health of “US” (the sorors in the chapter) and how we can help each other 
mentally.  A brief video called “Leadership Truth Serum” will be viewed.   
 

Shelia Jackson Lee Political Address:  The Honorable Soror Shelia Jackson Lee thanked the members for 
supporting her in the election as a result she won 85% of the votes.  Soror Jackson Lee stated “She Deserves a 
Stamp” is an important mission and encouraged all to support, write or tweet to those decision makers at the US 
Postal Service.  Houston ISD (HISD) is in need of saving.  She encouraged sorors to support the HISD board and 
asked us to reach out against gun violence. 

 

Introduction of the Hostess Committee:  Soror Debra Lathan, Chairman of the March Hostess Committee, 
acknowledge her two Co-Chairpersons, Sorors Wendy Lewis and Natasha Miller.  The collection of T-shirts and socks is 
the service project for the month.  They will be given to the Catholic Charities Saint Michael’s Home for Children.    
 

Introduction of VSM’s:  Soror Susan Bynum, Protocol Chairman, introduced Soror Mattelia B. Grays,18th  Supreme 

Basileus; Soror Faye B. Bryant, 21st  Supreme Basileus; Soror Polly Sparks Turner, 20th South Central Regional Director;  
Soror Gwendolyn J. Brinkley, 23rd  South Central Regional Director; and Soror Berna Greer, Former  Supreme 
Tamiouchos  and  former Chairman of the International Investment Committee; Soror Nekeidra Brown, former 2nd 
Supreme Anti-Basileus and South Central Representative to the International Risk Management Committee; Soror 
JoAnn Brown, Chairman of the International Conference Planning Committee; Soror Regina Carrington, South Central 
Region Representative to the International Program Committee; and Soror Tamara Cubit, South Central Region 
Representative to the International Reinstatement Task Force Committee.  Appointments to the Launching New 
Dimensions of Service Investigation and Evaluation Team – Sorors Darlene Johnson, Diana Johnson, Pamela Lazard, 
Felicia Ransfer, Patricia Roberts, and Tishauna Washington.  South Central Regional appointments recognized: 
Sorors Ulonda Crawford Eurey, Strategic Planning Chairman; Carol McCree, Mentoring Program Chairman; Karen 
Grays, Logistics Co-Chairman; Kim Topps, Texas Statewide Connections Chairman; and Mary Smith Johnson, 
Membership Committee. 
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Introduction of Visiting Sorors: Soror Mary Smith Johnson, Hodegos, welcomed and introduced one transferring 
soror, ten reactivating sorors, and seven visiting sorors.   
 
Reading of the Rules:  Soror Karen Grays, Parliamentarian, presented the special rules of order related to debate 
that were adopted December 17, 2005 to govern all chapter meetings. 
 

 
OFFICER REPORTS 

 
 
Approval of the Minutes:  Soror Pippa Brown-Andrews, Grammateus, announced that the February 17, 2018 meeting 
minutes were uploaded to the Alpha Kappa Omega website for review.  She moved for approval of the minutes as 
presented.     
Action:  A motion was made for approval of the January 20, 2018 minutes with corrections.  The motion was seconded by 
Soror Cherise Story.  Discussion:  No discussion heard.  Vote by Voice:  The motion was adopted. 
 
Correspondence:  Soror Brenda Morris Davis, Epistoleus, highlighted the Correspondence Report as printed in the 
March 17, 2018 packet, listing Thank You Notes and Invitations.  Additional correspondences received were read:  Soror 
Vickie Windham wrote that after the death of her mother, the calls, emails, text messages and the beautiful ivy plant were 
thoughtful and kind.   Supreme Basileus, Soror Dorothy Buchanan Wilson expressed her appreciation for the gifts and 
hospitality extended to her during the recent Houston Metropolitan Founders’ Day Weekend.  She thanked the chapter for 
the hard work and support of the Launching New Dimensions of Service Administration and wished continued success to 
Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter on their hard work.  
Soror Bettye Narcisse announced that the 90th Anniversary Celebration is well on its way.  The date is December 15, 
2018.  They will raffle off two tickets to Dubai sponsored by Bayway Lincoln (Two raffle tickets for $25).  The tables will be 
ready for the May meeting.  Please prepare to sale your tables.  Soror Karen Washington, Chairman of Publicity, stated 
that she stated that this event will be “Off of the Charts”.  A survey will be distributed to build a database to capture our 
skills in the community.  We want to market our skills and abilities.  The venue will be the Hilton Americas downtown. 
 
Executive Committee:  Soror Andrea Bonner, Anti-Grammateus, presented an oral report of the Executive Committee.  
The Executive Committee of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc, Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter met at the Power Center on 
Wednesday, March 13, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.  There were 25 Executive Committee members and Committee Chairmen and 
other members present.   The Executive Committee brings forth the following recommendation for ratification:   
Action: A motion was made to ratify the vote taken by the Executive Committee to support the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 
Inc’s Regional Conference Hospitality Suite on March 22, 2018 by donating $50.  The donation will come from the 
contribution budget.  The motion was seconded. Discussion:  None heard.  Vote by Voice:  The motion was adopted. 
Soror Penn mentioned that the donation of $125 by the chapter was used to purchase gifts for the Supreme Basileus, the 
Regional Director and other directorate members during their recent quarterly meeting held here in Houston, Texas.  
Pictures of the gifts were shown on the screen.  Soror Penn, stated that there was $85 left over and was returned to the 
cluster and could be used for the Omega Psi Phi Hospitality Suite.   
                                                                                
Financial Secretary’s Report:  Soror Tishauna Washington, Pecunious Grammateus, presented the Financial Summary 
Report for February 2018 (please see the detailed report in the February 2018 meeting packet):  The Pecunious 
Grammateus collected $17, 265.00 and the Anti-Pecunious Grammateus collected $ 3,677.00, with a year to date total 
collected of $135,284.40.  Since the last meeting more than 30 sorors have reactivated.  The current list from the national 
office shows we have an active membership of 833 which includes life members.  Financial cards can be picked up at the 
financial table.  This report is referred to the audit commit for review.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Soror Felecia Ransfer, Tamiouchos, presented the information below for the month of February 
2018: All delegates were registered for regional conference and reimbursements were issued accordingly.   Regional 
conference expenses will exceed the budgeted amount by $120 due to a higher registration fee.  It was budgeted for $175 
and the conference cost was actually $185.  This will be the same for Boule as registration cost is $525.   The 
Outstanding Report shows a total of $10,488.32 pending withdrawals.  Those sorors will be notified as their checks get 
close to the 90-day status.   
All funds for dues received since January 1, 2018 were submitted and reconciled to the corporate office report.  Alpha 
Kappa Omega will be recognized for its Platinum status with EAF.  All chapter bank balances are correct, and every 
account was reconciled as of January 31, 2018 (please see the detailed report in the February 2018 meeting packet).    

 

 
 
 
 



Page 3 of 7 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION - ASSETS 

Chapter Operations  $279,323.83 Savings $19,160.26 

Grants and Self-Sustaining  $47,433.84 Prepaid Expenses $37.00 

Housing $83,688.82 Other Receivables $1,204.00 

  TOTAL ASSETS      $431,451.95 

TOTAL INCOME  

February 2018 $36,239.78 Actual YTD $318,911.70 

TOTAL EXPENSES 

February 2018 $32,231.60 Actual YTD $133,173.79 

NET INCOME    

February 2018 $4,008.18 Actual YTD $185,704.68 

UNRESTRICTED NET 
ASSETS 

   

  Actual YTD $138,528.59 

 
Soror Ransfer announced that she must tender her resignation effective March 31, 2018 as the Chapter Tamiouchos.  
She has been promoted as interim Executive Director/CEO for her company.  This is an opportunity for her to grow 
professionally and could lead to a permanent position.  With these additional efforts she will not be able to perform her 
duties as Tamiouchos to the best of her ability.   
Soror Penn, praised Soror Ransfer for her outstanding work as Tamiouchos and her accomplishment of being appointed 
as interim CEO.  Soror Penn stated that our bylaws are silent on the matter of filling an unexpired officer term and so 
there would be special election or an appointment can be made, and we would have to evaluate the options.  Question 
from the floor by Soror Angela Williams:  Can reimbursement for tickets purchased for the Sadie Hawkins dance be 
given?  Soror Ransfer stated that yes, reimbursements could be given.  
 
Graduate Advisors Report (Please refer to the February monthly distribution packet for the written reports) 
Texas Southern University-Gamma Psi:   Soror Erica Smith, -Gamma Psi Graduate Advisor, announced that nearly 200 
young ladies attended the rush scheduled on February 17, 2018.  There were 124 names submitted to the regional 
director to be approved for MIP.  The MIP process is scheduled to begin April 1 and conclude April 15, 2018.  The final 
commitment and luncheon will be held at the Crown Plaza Hotel located at 8686 Kirby Drive.  A visit in April from 
Supreme Basileus Dorothy Buchanan Wilson, to dedicate a park bench on the campus in honor of AKA 1908 Playgrounds 
and Think HBCU.  Volunteers are needed to prepare the plot on, Saturday, April 7, 7a.m. to Noon and Noon to 5 p.m.  
The bench is located near the student center.  Soror Smith would like to thank everyone who has helped to restore 
Gamma Psi back to active status.  Your prayers and financial support are greatly appreciated.    
 
University of Houston-Epsilon Lambda:   Soror Staci Taylor Fullmighter reporting for Soror Patricia Roberts, Graduate 
Advisor stated that Epsilon Lambda Chapter has been busy preparing for the regional conference and MIP.  She would 
like to acknowledge the following sorors for their support with the rush:  Marsha Penn, Berna Greer, Gwendolyn Brinkley, 
Lisa Brooks, Kim Topps, Tanisha Daugherty, Soror Betty Merritte Williams, Karen Aubrey and Courtney Brown.   There 
were 61 packets issued for MIP and 54 candidates attended rush and submitted packets.  Of those, 6 candidates did not 
meet requirements 42 were considered for membership (6 of those were Legacy and 10 did not receive a favorable vote).  
The chapter submitted 38 prospective candidates to the corporate office and is awaiting a response to proceed.  MIP is 
scheduled for April 1 – April 15, 2018.  The final commitment ceremony will be held at the Hilton Post Oak on Sunday, 
April 15, at 11 a.m. and a celebratory luncheon will be held at 1p.m.   For questions, contact Soror Patricia Roberts.  
 
University of Houston Downtown-Omicron Gamma:  Soror Dina Williams, Graduate Advisor reported that since the 
last meeting the Omicron Gamma chapter members attended the following events:  Cup Cake Wars, where they sold pink 
and green cupcakes.  The champion of the cupcake wars is yet to be determined by the school.  On February 25, the 
Greek Leadership Bootcamp was held.  This event was required and was attended by all of the chapter sorors.    Two 
soror will travel to the regional conference and prayers for safe travel is requested.     
 
Members at Large:  It’s time for a Crucial Conversation:  Soror Lisa Brooks addressed the chapter website.   The 
website contains outdated information, photos, and other features.  The E-Automation committee has scheduled 
technology enhancements to be launched this spring.  Information about these changes were also mentioned in the 
chapter strategic plan.  There are also plans to upgrade the bulk email system so all eBlast get through to all members of 
the chapter.  Soror Penn is working hard to ensure that the presentation, quantity and quality of the eBlast are sent in a 
timely manner.  Soror Yolanda Murdock-Wiltz addressed “Understanding Your Documents”.   The document are Manual 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

of Standard Procedures, Constitution and Bylaws, Robert’s Rules of Order, the EAF Manual of Standard Procedure.    
Sorors were encouraged to begin reading and understanding what is in the documents and how they are interpreted by 
the organization.  They will work closely with the Ethics Committee and the Strategic Planning Committee.  Soror Bettye 
Narcisse addressed the lack of respect that we show for each other.  The concerns are expressed by the members.    
Derogatory, demeaning remarks, and bullying, “like children on a playground”.  Soror Narcisse said, Let’s come together 
to really become the number one chapter.  The return of the phone tree has been requested.  That is a work in progress. 
The chairman is currently working on getting it started.   
 
 
 
 
All Kare Action:  Soror Dorothy Booker, Chairman, reported that the purpose of the committee is to recognize and 
remember sorors that can no longer attend chapter meetings.  The following members were visited during the Christmas 
holidays:  Alyce Christian, Yolande Eugere, Clarice Lowe, Barbara Marshall, Carole McCree, Gloria Melton, Silena Morris, 
Melba Mooreland, Ruby Mosley, Ora Lee Piper, Genevieve Rousseve, Mary Yates, and Lena Youngblood.  The gifts 
received from the chapter were Christmas Cookies, Body Works, Socks, and Christmas Cards.  A warm meditation was 
read.        
 
Boule Updates:  Soror Diedra Fontaine, Boule Conference General Chairman, reported an update on the 68th Boule:  
She stated that we are on the countdown for the Houston Boule.  Registration is open, and the deadline is May 11th.  
There are hotel rooms available in our special rate block.  The ones that are available are king rooms.  The double rooms 
have already been secured.  If you have an extra room and will not be using it, please release those rooms asap.  She 
extended a very special thank you for showing up and showing out at the dedication of the Community Garden at Palm 
Center. With the 29 moments of service, we are in the middle of participating in the Habitat for Humanity build.  We have 
two houses that we will be working on.  She encouraged Alpha Kappa Omega to participate.  The remaining build dates 
are April 7th, 14th, and 21st.  The Boule welcome presentation rehearsals will take place every Sunday from 2 p.m.-5 p.m. 
at the Child Protective Services Building located at 2525 Murworth.  Orders for the black bling button down shirt, pink 
cowboy hat, and green bandana (sold as a bundle) will be taken today for $62 to be paid to Soror Tishauna Washington.   
Soror Elnora Flewellen has shirts available for fittings.  Orders can also be paid through PayPal.  Pink Hats and Pink 
Gloves Committee will be stationed at the two airports within the city, at the George R. Brown Convention Center and at 
the Hotels.  The music committee needs help and is asking for volunteers to sign up asap.  Soror Regina Carrington is the 
lead for the HBCU Fair which is a part of the 29 Moments of Service; it will take place on Saturday, July 7th.  Soror 
Fontaine said that there were thousands scheduled to attend the Diamond, Gold and Silver Luncheon and those who 
have already purchased tickets are needed to act as hostesses.  The same goes for those who have purchased tickets for 
the Legacy Luncheon.  Some of the “Honey Do’s” have met to give ideas for the Men’s Activities Committee.  All “Honey 
Do’s” are encouraged to register for Boule and attend the men’s activities.  Their activities will include an African American 
City tour, a tour of the Buffalo Solder’s Museum and more.  The Souvenir Journal’s deadline has been extended to April 
15th and encouraged all to support the journal.   
Question from the floor:  A soror stated that she volunteered for the Airport Hostess Committee and the Health Committee 
but has not received any communication from anyone.  She also requested that the Boule Attire order date be extended.   
Soror Fontaine responded by saying that there were over 1600 sorors who ordered the attire and no more orders could be 
accepted because the order has been placed.  In terms of the airport hostesses, she stated that those committees have 
not yet met but will meet closer to the time of Boule.     
 
Diamond, Golden, Silver Celebration:  Soror Mary Smith Johnson lead the celebration by presenting the honorees.  
Each honoree was individually announced and got to walk or dance the red carpet to be crowned.   
Celebrating Golden Soror Status – Elaine Adams, Lillian Bourgeois, Darlene Douglas-Alexander, Gayla Gardner,  
Frances Jackson, Beverly Marlin, Ruth Robbins, Minnie Roy, Mary Waites, and Marianne Walker. 
Celebrating Silver Soror Status – (1970's) Willie Burgs, MaryAnn Barthelemy, Mary Hooker, Jeanie Jones, Jacquelyn 
Knox, Tanya Lattimore, Betty Robinson, and Valerie Smith.  (1980's) Monica Adeeko, Sonja Chandler, Hope Eldridge, 
Angela LaCour, Deidre Square, and Geralyn Steven.  (1990's) Sherrie Allen-Ford, Juanita Chretien, Ulonda Crawford 
Eurey, Patricia Denkins, Melanie Evans-Smith, LaShandra Haynes, Evelyn Holloway, Ella Hughes, Cherlyn James-Boxie, 
Rhonda Jordan, Kimberly King, Latosha Lewis Payne, Yolanda Murdock-Wiltz, Erica Newman, Mary Rousseve, Lesa 
Spivey, Kenya Steele, and Kaura Webb.  
 
State of the Chapter Address 2017 (A detailed report booklet was distributed to the members present):   Soror Penn 
stated that it has been her pleasure to serve as the 2017/2018 Basileus.  She highlighted some of the chapter 
accomplishments:   
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Completed Task 

 Financially, we finished Alpha Kappa Omega Strong!   The chapter finished the year 2017 in the black 
with $50,278.20 in excess income over expenses.   

  Vision to reduce Chapter Dues 

  Presidents vision of transparency inclusiveness and true sisterliness. 

  Created new committees. 

 
2017 Demographics:  Chapter members-758, Diamond Sorors-1, Golden Sorors-69, Silver Sorors-285, Life Members-
136, HBCU Attendee-330 and Ivy Beyond the Wall Ceremonies-8.   
She highlighted the former and present International Officers, Directorate members and other elected International 
Committee members, International Committee appointments, and South Central Region Committee Appointments.   
New Chapter Initiatives were:  Chapter E-Automation, Chapter Members-at-Large Officers, expanded communications, 
Executive Committee Meetings open to all, increase opportunities to lead, to follow and to serve, 174 committees, 364 
presidential appointments as Committee Chairman or Co-Chairmen, a Chapter Strategic Plan and Plugged In with 
Reactivates and Transfers Committee, and the Service to All Mankind Committee Structure.  Soror Penn, encouraged all 
to make note of the following:   Launching New Dimensions of Service under the leadership of the Anti-Basileus Program 
Chairman (69 program reports were submitted to the International Program Reporting System, 9 monthly Hostess 
Committee Service Projects in line with program targets and other programs, and All Community Impact Days were 
enacted by the chapter), the Other Service Highlights and Noted Highlights, South Central Regional Conference Awards, 
and the reinstatement of the historic Gamma Psi Chapter of Texas Southern University.   
Soror Penn said “I thank each and every one of you sorors, for your good works, good deeds and for your love.” 
 
Medal of Highest Commendations:  Soror Penn presented the Medal of Highest Commendations to the sorors listed 
below who went above and beyond the call of duty:  Monica Arrington, Lola Robinson, Geraldine Brown, Rosa Rush, Lillie 
Lacy, Lillie Etienne, Honornell Sandling, Barbara Smith, Valerie Orum, Jamelle Harrison-Woodard, Pamela Cormier, 
Cheryl Duncan, Bonita Morgan, Terri Tillman, and Kim Topps.    
 
Nominating (Boule Delegates):  Soror Laura Allen, Nominating Committee Chairman, read the election guidelines and 
eligibility requirements to be a delegate:  Only sorors with active membership status can vote.  Only the vote of members 
present will be counted.  After the Nominating Committee has presented its report, the chair must call for nominations 
from the floor before voting takes place.  Voting is by single secret ballot.  A soror shall be eligible one time in any two-
year period to be elected as a delegate.  A soror shall vote for 7 delegates.  A list of sorors not eligible to be delegates for 
Boule is listed in your packet (delegates from the 2016 Boule, 2017 Regional Conference and the 2018 Regional 
Conference).  For scantron success, only mark the first column which is the “A” column, erase completely, avoid stray 
marks, do not x-out any choices, use a number 2 pencil only, do not fold or bend the ballot, and do not write on the front 
or back of the ballot. Also, the ballots will not work with food or water on them.  
 
Discussion from the floor:  Soror Courtney Brown asked where are the list of delegates for the 2016 Regional Conference 
Delegates?  Soror Allen responded that those delegates from the 2016 Regional Conference Delegates are eligible now 
to run for delegate.  Soror Brown stated that at the top of the page it mentions the 2016 Regional Conference delegates.  
Soror Allen replied that they would make a revised report.  
Soror Penn opened the floor for nominations for the 2018 Boule Delegates. 
Nominations brought to the floor were: Pippa Brown-Andrews, Deneen Ford, Michalyn Demaris-Porter, Kim Topps, Pam 
Cormier, Mary Smith Johnson, Krystle Simpson, Lola Robinson, Thedrial Jackson, Jessica Ledesma, Debra Lathan, Erica 
Moore, Yolanda Murdock-Wiltz, Carolene Goffney, and Ivy Ricketts.  
Action:  Soror Lisa Brooks motioned that we close nominations for Boule Delegates. Discussion:  None heard.  Vote by 
Voice:  the motion was adopted.  Nominees were asked to present at the front of the room.  Soror Penn stated to vote for 
(7) candidates.  
 
Tellers Committee members appointed by the Basileus:  Chairman Karen Demaris, Lisa Parks, Taylor, Evelyn Holloway, 
Le’Andra Demaris, Sharon Chadwick, Cambrea Merriwether, Cynae Johnson, Emma Maddocks, Donna Miles, Patricia 
Denkins, Nancy Perry, and Elizabeth Carswell. 
Discussion from the floor:  Soror Kim Topps stated that there is a conflict of interest because there are sorors on the 
tellers committee that are related to a soror on the ballot.  Soror Penn responded that there is no conflict of interest.  She 
stated that a conflict of interest is when a soror is on the ballot and on the tellers committee.  Soror Karen Grays, 
parliamentarian, stated that this is not good practice.  She recused herself.  Soror Karrah Demaris-Davis suggested that 
we have someone there for oversight since there was concern.  Soror Penn stated that we would have to later take this 
under advisement.  She stated in the past we have had chairmen of the tellers committee who’s relatives where on the 
ballot for several positions, officers and delegates.  A Soror asked for verification of eligibility of Ivy Ricketts on the tellers 
committee.  Soror Penn responded that she stated earlier that Soror Ricketts would not serve on the tellers committee 



Page 6 of 7 

because she is on the ballot. A Soror asked if we had enough people nominated.  Soror Penn responded, “Yes we do” 
she continued to state that we will vote on 7 and we have 15 on the ballot.  7 will be delegates and 7 will be alternates.   
 
Know Before You Go:  Soror Diana Johnson, Chairman, stated that the Regional Conference 2018 chapter gathering, in 
Albuquerque New Mexico, will be Friday, March 23, 2018 at the Library Bar and Grill from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  The 
photo time would be at 7:08 p.m.  There will be another opportunity for a group photo which will be after dinner will be 
served at the Gala.  She thanks the chapter for the opportunity to serve.   
 
2018 Scholarship Luncheon and Fashion Show:  Soror Yolonda Murdock-Wiltz, General Chairman, acknowledged 
Sorors Karen Grays and Tameka Johnson as General Co-Chairmen.  The fashion show will be April 15, at 2 p.m. at the 
Hilton Americas.  She encouraged all to purchase tickets today.  So far, the foundation has raised $44,000 dollars.  There 
was a live auction to raise money for scholarships.  The auction item was a formal gown from Nieman Marcus. 
 
It’s All About the Ball-Prom Gown Charity Event:  Soror Chaney Ledet, Chairman, stated that the event will be 
Saturday, March 31, 2018 form 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Palm Center Business Development Center located at 5330 Griggs 
Avenue.  She recognized Co-Chairmen Sue Livingston-Johnson and the committee members.  She presented the liaison, 
Jasmine Simmons, former pageant winner.  Miss Simmons has single handedly secured 200 gowns from the designer 
Jovani.  She has also has given 100 gowns.  She thanked the sorors who also donated gowns and accessories.  Soror 
Ledet stated that they are still in need of gowns in sizes 14-20 and accessories. 
 
Fiscal Responsibility Target:  Soror Christina Allen Crowder, Chairman, presented a skit demonstrating fiscal 
responsibility.  The committee will provide information to sorors, the community and youth on the following topics:  Home 
ownership and financial wealth at all levels.  She asked that we save the date for May 6, 2018 for Lemonade Day.  More 
details to come.  
 
ASCEND Program Target:  Soror Brittany DesVignes, reported that on March 10, the ASCEND students went to the 
Federal Reserve Bank, Houston Branch.  The children participated in several workshops to teach them fiscal 
responsibility and activities to budget plan for college. The ASCEND Summit will be April 14, 2018.  More volunteers are 
needed.  Please contact Beverly Marlin.   
 
Let’s Knit and Crochet:  Soror Renee Bourgeois, Chairman, reported that the committee met to discuss the design of a 
special keepsake bracelet to be made at the request of Basileus Penn.  This bracelet is to be made exclusively for the 
sorors of the Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter to be worn at the Boule.  The cost of the bracelet will be $5 and the funds will 
go back to the committee for crochet and knitting supplies used for this and other projects.  Payments can be made at the 
financial table. Soror Bourgeois announced that anyone with the desire to learn to knit or crochet is invited to join them.  
Sign-up sheets are located on each table or contact her directly.   
 
National Pan Hellenic Council Houston:   Soror Darlene Johnson, Chairman, announced upcoming events:   Happy 
Hour with a Purpose Part III, hosted by Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. on Friday, March 30, 2018 at 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
This event will be held at Chapman and Kirby located at 2118 Lamar St.  Donations will go to St. Jude Research Hospital; 
Greek Picnic Weekend being held Friday, April 27, 2018 through Sunday, April 29, 2018 (see details in the meeting 
packet); Sunday, June 29th, NPHC will present the 60-year White Diamond Anniversary Gala, held at the Sheraton Suites 
Houston on West Loop South.  Tickets are $45; Happy Hour with a Purpose hosted by Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
will be held Friday, June 29, 2018, more details to come; NPHC and the Divine 9 Educational and Charitable Foundation 
will host a Comedy Show on Wednesday, August 8, 2018 at the Improv located at 7620 Katy Freeway.  Tickets are $30.  
Action:  Soror Johnson moved that the chapter pay $45 for Soror Penn to attend the NPHC 60-year White and Diamond 
Anniversary Gala. The motion was seconded.  Discussion:  None Heard.  Vote by Voice:  the motion was approved.  
 
Soror Penn discussed that the VSG table and a few more tables did not get served lunch.  She stated that a discussion 
with the Power Center will take place to let them know that the VSG tables should be served first.   
Soror Anitra Provost, Chairman of the Hospitality Committee, stated that at the April meeting, a continental breakfast will 
be served to those 100 sorors that did not get to eat at the January meeting. 
 
Unfinished Business:  None heard.  
 
New Business:  Soror Smith is looking for her Apple Cellphone and yellow reading glasses.  
 
Announcements:  No announcements. 
 
Birthday Recognition:  Soror Debra Lathan asked that all sorors born in the month of March to come forward to be 
recognized.  An excerpt from the song Happy Birthday written by Stevie Wonder was sung.   
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Inspiration March:  The Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated National Hymn was sung.  
Meeting Recess:  The meeting was recessed at 1:54 p.m. by Soror Penn to await the Teller’s Committee report on the 
results for the Boule Delegate Election.   
 
End of Recess:  The meeting reconvened at 2:16 p.m. to receive the Teller’s Committee Report.  Soror Karen Demaris, 
Chairman, reported that the voting strength was 386.  There were 5 ballots that were invalid, 4 people voted for over (7) 
nominees, one ballot had marks. 
 

Boule Delegate Nominee No. of Votes Boule Delegate Nominee No. of Votes 

Pippa Brown-Andrews 220 Thedrial Jackson 181 

Deneen Ford 116 Jessica Ledesma 73 

Michalyn Demaris-Porter 151 Debra Lathan 131 

Kim Topps 266 Erica Moore 170 

Pam Cormier 205 Yolanda Murdock-Wiltz 181 

Mary Smith Johnson 235 Carolene Goffney 208 

Krystle Simpson 135 Ivy Ricketts 193 

Lola Robinson 100   

 ** The 2018 Boule Delegates are bolded. 
 
There was a tie for 7th place with Sorors Thedrial Jackson and Yolanda Murdock-Wiltz; Both with 181 votes.  Soror Penn 
stated that the two will be contacted and it will later be determined how the tie will be broken.  Action:  Soror Demaris 
moved for the acceptance of the Teller’s Report.  The motion was seconded.  Discussion:  None heard.  Vote by Voice:  
The motion was adopted. 
 
Adjourn:  Action:  A motion was made to adjourn the March 17, 2018 meeting.  The motion was seconded.  
Discussion:  None heard.  Vote by Voice:  The motion was adopted. 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:20 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
Submitted By:  
  

                    
  

Pippa Brown-Andrews     Marsha Penn 
2018 Grammateus      2018 Basileus 
 
 
 
 
 

Please contact Soror Pippa Brown-Andrews via email at Grammateus.AKOmega@gmail.com with 
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