
 

 
 

Meeting Minutes  May 19, 2018 
 

 
 

 

The Basileus, Soror Marsha Penn, called the May 19, 2018, regular meeting of the Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated to order at 11:01 AM.  There were 373 sorors in attendance at the meeting 
that was held at The Power Center, 12401 South Post Oak Road, Houston, TX 77045.   
 

Approval of Agenda:  Soror Penn presented the meeting agenda.  
Action:  A motion was made for approval of the agenda as presented. The motion was seconded.  Discussion:  No 
discussion heard.  Vote by Voice:  The motion was adopted. 
 

Invocation:  Soror Charlyn Kyles, Chaplain, asked that we extend support, prayers and love to our neighbors of Santa 
Fe.  For those left behind after the tragic school shooting, we bowed for a moment of silence and prayed for comfort, 
peace and restoration.   
 

Update of Sorors on Quiet Time:  Soror Penn announced (with her permission) that Soror Allison Bell has recently 
been diagnosed with Breast Cancer, and she stated that Soror Bell’s testimonial will be listed in an eBlast soon.  She 
asked that we support and lift Soror Bell up in prayer.  She is happy to announce that she was diagnosed with Stage 
1 Breast Cancer which shows the importance of getting check-ups and mammograms.  Soror Penn announced, 
Soror Polly Turner had Day Surgery on last Thursday.  She is back home and feeling better and a little stronger each 
day.    

 

Leadership Moment:  Soror Mattelia Grays, 18th Supreme Basileus, shared a story of visit to the Open House of our 
newly renovated Headquarters at 5656 South Stony Island Ave.  She stated, “It is Magnificent”.  It was previously 
appraised at $5.3 million, it is now appraised at $9.6 million.  Less than two blocks up the street will be President 
Barack Obama’s Presidential Library.  She talked about being the fundraising chair for the COIP building fund and 
started with the Ivy Tree of Honor; and to get your name on it you had to donate $1000.  She advised that any 
opportunity available should be taken to go and see the building; we would be extremely proud of it.  Soror Grays 
expressed how her “Heart almost stopped beating” …when she found out our chapter members were not present at 
the last Boule meeting that was held a couple of weeks ago.  She stated that less than 100 of us were at the 
meeting.  The last time the Boule was hosted in Houston, we established a reputation like no other.  We are the only 
chapter that has two former Supremes and nine regional directors.  She said she needs us to own this boule.  Putting 
your name on a committee demands more from you than just having a name and picture.  She asked for a promise 
that we would step up.  She said, “You are Alpha Kappa Alpha and you vowed to do all within your power to 
perpetuate this organization and she expects that from all of you”.  Soror Faye B. Bryant, 21st Supreme Basileus, 
shared information about a plaque that hangs on the wall of the newly renovated headquarters.  It is a tribute to four 
leaders of Alpha Kappa Alpha:  Barbara Philips called the visionary; Soror Faye B. Bryant called the developer; Soror 
Mary Shy Scott called the expansionist; and Soror Dorothy Buchanan Wilson called the restorer.  She shared a 
photocopy of the plaque and passed it around.  She also stated Alpha Kappa Omega is represented on that wall in 
the center up front two undergraduate chapters, Epsilon Lambda and Gamma Psi who participated in the challenge.  
She stated that “We are Leaders”.  Not only the (2) Supremes Basilei, but we have provided other national officers.  
We must continue as leaders.  Our chapter has always been first, and we want to continue to be first.    
Soror Penn acknowledged the AKA resurrections.  Gamma Psi was suspended December 2014 and taken off 
suspension in December of 2015.  It was not until 2017 that we had leaders who stepped up to get Gamma Psi back 
on campus. She thanked and recognized, Soror Gwendolyn J. Brinkley, 23rd South Central Regional Director; Soror 
Tamara Cubit, our connection with Texas Southern University, Former Graduate Advisor for Texas Southern 
University and was initiated at Texas Southern; Erica Smith, had the passion!  Soror Penn congratulated these 
sorors for all the letters, phone calls, and meetings and for getting it done.  She also recognized the Gamma Psi 
Graduate Advisors Council for their efforts and support from herself and Soror Katina Semien, Regional Director.   
Soror Marsha asked “How did you like the swiping of your badges”?  She stated that soon you will be able to go to 
our website and see under your name that you were swiped so that we will have documentation of attendance and 
can be used if we ever have an MIP.  She thanked everyone for being in support of her and for knowing that Alpha 
Kappa Omega must constantly elevate and regenerate.  
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Introduction of the Hostess Committee:  Soror Rebecca Savoy, Chairman of the May Hostess Committee, 
announced that with the smooth check-in process you will now be responsible for keeping up with your own badges and 
bringing them back to sorority meeting each month.  She stated enthusiastically that the May Hostesses are blooming 
and blinging to serve you on today, it was their pleasure to do so and they hoped that you felt the love at the door.  This 
month’s service project was donations of 100% Juice Boxes benefitting Kids’ Meals on Wheels.    
Soror Mary Barnett, Hostess Committee Chairman, acknowledged that they were excited as they started the first day of 
badge scanning and that it really went well!  She wanted to thank the Technology Committee, eAutomation Committee, 
Hostess Committee and the Hospitality Committee for working hard.  She recognized Sorors Carolene Goffney, Rhonda 
Harrelson and Rhonda Williams and stated without them this would not be possible.  She also thanked the hostess 
committee for all the meetings that they had to make sure this happened today. Soror Barnett told us the committee has 
received positive comments all around. There are still some kinks, but they will meet to resolve them.  She also 
reminded the members to take home their badges and bring them back to the next meeting.  The first lost badge is free, 
and the second lost badge is $10. 
 

Introduction of VSM’s:  Soror Sheri Cole, standing in for  Soror  Chr ist ie Newsome, Protocol Chairman, did the 

VSM introductions.  Soror Cole introduced our Very Special Chapter Members:  Soror Mattelia B. Grays,18th   

 Supreme Basileus; Soror Faye B. Bryant, 21st Supreme Basileus; Soror Gwendolyn J. Brinkley, 23rd South Central 
Regional Director; Soror Regina Carrington, South Central Region Representative to the International Program 
Committee; and Soror Tamara Cubit, South Central Region Representative to the International Reinstatement Task 
Force Committee.  Appointments to the Launching New Dimensions of Service Investigation and Evaluation Team – 
Sorors Darlene Johnson, Diana Johnson, Pamela Lazard, Felicia Ransfer, Patricia Roberts, and Tishauna Washington.  
South Central Regional appointments recognized: Sorors Ulonda Crawford Eurey, Strategic Planning Chairman; Carol 
McCree, Mentoring Program Chairman; Karen Grays, Logistics Co-Chairman; Kim Topps, Texas Statewide Connections 
Chairman; and Mary Smith Johnson, Membership Committee. 
Soror Cole reviewed a few protocols as a refresher:    

 Uninterrupted White - For our ritual ceremonies, attire of uninterrupted white should be worn.  Shoes 

should be uninterrupted white as well.  No black, wooden, gold or silver heels.  Exposed Zippers should be 

white.  No gold or silver exposed zippers.   

 Regional Conference - The term Regional Conference should be used instead of Regional or Regionals. 

 Corporate Office - When referring to the Headquarter Operations Building, the term Corporate Office should 

be used instead of National or Nationals.  

 Alpha Kappa Omega - We are not AKO.  The “O” refers to Omicron. 

Introduction of Visiting Sorors: Soror Mary Smith Johnson, Hodegos, welcomed and introduced four visiting 
sorors.   
Reading of the Rules:  Soror Karen Grays, Parliamentarian, presented the special rules of order related to debate 
that were adopted December 17, 2005 to govern all chapter meetings. 
 

 
OFFICER REPORTS 

 
 
Approval of the Minutes:  Soror Pippa Brown-Andrews, Grammateus, announced that the April 21, 2018 meeting 
minutes were uploaded to the Alpha Kappa Omega website for review.  She moved for approval of the minutes as 
presented.   
Action:  A motion was made for approval of the April 21, 2018 minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded.   
Discussion:  No discussion heard.  Vote by Voice:  The motion was adopted. 
 
Correspondence:  Soror Brenda Morris Davis, Epistoleus, reviewed the Correspondence Report as printed in the May 
19, 2018 packet listing Thank You Notes and Additional Correspondences.   
 
Executive Committee:  Soror Andrea Bonner, Anti-Grammateus presented an oral report of the Executive Committee.  
The Executive Committee of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc, Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter met at the Power Center on 
Wednesday, May 16, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.  There were 23 Executive Committee Members, Committee Chairmen and other 
members present.  The Executive Committee brings forth the following recommendations for ratification:   
 
Action 1:  That Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc, ratify the vote taken by the Executive 
Committee to move the December 2018 Sorority Meeting for December 15th to December 8th to support the chapters 90th 
Anniversary Gala which will occur on the evening of December 15th.  Discussion 1:  No discussion heard.  Vote by Voice:  
The motion was adopted. 
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Action 2:  That Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc, ratify the vote taken by the Executive 
Committee to Provide $10,000 in seed money to the 90th Anniversary Committee to cover various committee expenses 
including the hotel contract deposit, various other deposits, the printing of tickets and other expenses that will be incurred.  
Discussion 2:  No discussion heard.    Vote by Voice 2:  The motion was adopted. 
 
Action 3:  That Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc, ratify the vote taken by the Executive 
Committee to include a full page advertisement in the souvenir journal in the amount of $125 and a luncheon ticket for 
Basileus Marsha Penn in the amount of $50 in the support of the Revitalized Pearls with Purpose Chartering Ceremony 
which will be held Saturday June 9, 2018. The $125 for the ad will come from the advertising budget and the $50 for the 
luncheon ticket will come from the contributions budget.  Discussion 3:  No discussion heard.  Vote by Voice 3:  The 
motion was adopted. 
                                                                               
Financial Secretary’s Report:  Soror Tishauna Washington, Pecunious Grammateus, presented the Financial Summary 
Report for April 1-30, 2018 (please see the detailed report in the February 2018 packet):   The Pecunious Grammateus 
collected $21,502.00 and the Anti-Pecunious Grammateus collected $9,991.00 totaling $31,493.00 collected in the month 
of April.  Soror Washington brought to our attention for the month of April the collection of the Boule Welcome Attire which 
totaled $9,238.00 and serving as the financial team for the Gamma Psi MIP and MIP Luncheon, we collected $14, 575.00.  
The year to date total of activity is $457,806.90.  This report will be referred to the Audit Committee for review.   
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Soror Diana Johnson, newly appointed Tamiouchos.  Please see the financial packet in the May 
Monthly Meeting Packet.  As listed on the Comparison Budget to the Actual statement, the month end totals as of April 
30th are listed in column 2 of the report.  Total Income for the month was $2,199.44. Total Expenses for the month were 
$30,723.72.  The Total Income in Assets for the month was $28,524.28.  The monthly Bank Reconciliation as of April 30, 
2018 the reports also identify any adjustments and overall total for outstanding checks.  A list of outstanding checks is 
provided.  The total assets as of April 30 was $395,471.65.  This report will be referred to the Audit Committee for review. 
Question 1:  Soror Glenniece Stewart said that the Pecunious Grammateus stated that she collected $21,502.00 for the 
Gamma Psi Luncheon. $8,910.00 relates to Gamma Psi which means it will not show up in our books, that leaves a total 
of about $12,000.  The income page for April says we only took in $2,000 so there is a $10,000 dollar difference. She 
asked that a committee be appointed to investigate the transition between the outgoing and incoming Tamiouchos, so that 
we can make sure we get the Budget to Actuals corrected.  Soror Johnson responded that she started this journey on 
May 2018.  Prior to then, there was a lot of activity with Alpha Kappa Omega’s and Gamma Psi’s funds. She said that for 
any questions she will have to have an opportunity to research.  She started mid-April trying to piece things together.  
Soror Stewart stated that she understood and want Soror Penn to facilitate having that happen sooner than later and not 
wait for an audit so that the chapter can have accurate numbers for our June Meeting.  Soror Penn stated when preparing 
for the May meeting there was a lot of movement that went back and forth between the accounts related to Gamma Psi. 
We are reconciling that in the month of May, of monies moved out of our account altogether into their new accounts that 
they created in May.  She stated that the topic with the balance will be in detailed at the June meeting.  Soror Stewart 
asked if we would get a report at the June meeting?  Soror Penn stated that we would have to study that.  She will have 
Soror Diana get with Soror Washington to see what the difference is; knowing that it has to do with Gamma Psi.  Soror 
Glenniece stated “It is not Gamma Psi”.  Soror Penn said that is why we need this time to investigate and we will get back 
with you, so you can have exactly what it should be.  Soror Stewart stated that she has offered her assistance with 
helping with the transition between the officers so that we can make sure our financials are accurate.  Soror Penn said 
“We appreciate the offer”. Question 2:  Soror Karrah Demaris-Davis questioned the Accounts Receivable on the Balance 
Sheet report regarding the credit balance for Gamma Psi.  Soror Johnson responded that everything in the month of April 
is going to have to be researched, she is going to be very transparent, and she went on to say she was ratified on April 
21, 2018 and her term did not start until May 1, 2018.  On Friday, April 27th, the bank transition was done.  On April 30th, 

she was able to log into Quick Books. She had to take some action in Quick Books so that the chapter could move 
forward.  We had over 149 sorors who paid money for the $62 Attire and that check had to be sent out ASAP.  We could 
not wait; it had been sitting. On May 1st she met with Soror Ransfer at the Power Center and handed her documents and 
emailed documents that had not been put into quick books as far back as March and April.  So, she reiterated that it will 
have to be looked at it and investigated.  Soror Penn said regarding the credit for the $136,903.97, that is the money that 
went back to Gamma Psi in the month of May.  This will be discussed more in the Graduate Advisors Report for Gamma 
Psi.  Soror Stewart said that the accounts receivable on the balance sheet represented checks Alpha Kappa Omega 
wrote on behalf of Gamma Psi.  This represents the money that Alpha Kappa Omega deposited to our account on behalf 
of Gamma Psi.  The net should have been the balance that was submitted out of Gamma Psi so that there should be a 
credit in accounts receivable.  You are now saying that you potentially wrote them a check for the amount that they owe 
us.  That is the nature of the understanding.   
 
Action:  Soror Lucy Bremond motioned that we take Soror Glenniece up on her offer to help and an appointed committee 
by the basileus be selected to investigate this issue.  The motion was seconded. Discussion:  Soror Patricia Roberts 
stated that we already have a Finance Committee and suggested that we take the action and have that committee 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

address this issue.  She stated that Soror Stewart is already a part of the finance committee and can be address with the 
Finance Committee.  Vote by Voice:  Soror Penn stated the motion was not adopted and this means that the issue will be 
brought to the Finance Committee to address the issue.  Soror Michalyn Demaris-Porter asked for a hand count.  Soror 
Penn called for a Vote by Standing.  Soror Penn asked that the Hostesses count the standing votes. Soror Bremond 
restated her motion.  She mad a motioned that we take Soror Stewart’s recommendation to appoint a committee to 
investigation with the finance team to come back with a recommendation.   Soror Penn stated that there is already a 
motion on the floor.  Soror Bremond stated that she was clarifying her motion it is not a new motion.  Soror Penn asked for 
the question.  Vote by Standing:  with a count 61 “For” the motion and a count of 182 “Against” the motion.  The motion 
failed and was not adopted. 
 
Soror Penn announced that we needed to move on with the agenda and adhere to our timeframe.  Soror Karrah Demaris-
Davis stated that she understood but out of respect for our financial documents, we need them correct in terms of 
presentation; and they are filled with errors.  She feels like she must speak on behalf of Soror Ransfer.  She states the 
reason that there is ambiguous information between the reconciliation and what is presented is because Soror Ransfer 
was locked out of the system and was asked to make financial assurance of the month and for the year based on a paper 
trail.  She stated that Soror Ransfer should be afforded the ability to go into the system, reconcile the account so that she 
can provide reasonable assurances of the finances, so we can move forward.  Soror Nedra Clem-Jackson commented 
that she is a member of the Finance Committee and she will make sure that the committee investigates this matter.   
 
Graduate Advisors Report (Please refer to the January monthly distribution packet for the written reports): 

Gamma Psi- Soror Erica Smith, Graduate Advisor, thanked the Graduate Council of Gamma Psi once again for 
an awesome job they did to help restore the chapter on the campus.  She also thanked the finance team that 
worked with them, Sorors Berna Greer, Tishauna Washington, Latosha McGill Clayton, and Diana Johnson.  
Soror LaShawn Hamb was crowned Miss Texas Southern University.  Soror Chantule Bacchus was the first 
runner-up.  Fifteen of the sorors graduated this semester.  The funds advanced to Gamma Psi from Alpha Kappa 
Omega, that was used as seed money for MIP has been repaid back to Alpha Kappa Omega.    
 
Epsilon Lambda- Soror Patricia Roberts, Graduate Advisor, reported that there were fourteen sorors to graduate 
this semester: of the fourteen, more than half of them graduated with honors.  Soror Roberts mentioned there was 
a mandatory phone conference call by Soror Katina Semien, for all graduate advisors and all new initiates.  The 
call talked about the Brand of AKA.  It is left up to us to teach our undergraduate sorors about branding.   
 
Omicron Gamma- Soror Patricia Roberts reported for Soror Dina Williams, Graduate Advisor.  She stated that 
the report highlights the service projects that the Omicron Gamma Sorors participated in.  Five sorors graduated 
this semester.   

 
Joint Chapter Meeting Report-  Reporting for Soror Dina Williams, Chairman of the Joint Chapter Meeting, is 
Soror Erica Smith.  The Joint Chapter Meeting was held on May 5th at Sunnyside park.  Everyone had a wonderful 
time.  They left the park to attend the service project for the Health Target, at Santa Maria Hostel a drug recovery 
center for women and their young children.  Donations were given to the Hostel.  While there, one of the clients 
shared her testimony.    

 
 
 

 
Logistics:  Soror Diana Merritte, Co-Chairman, (reporting for Soror Nicole Montgomery, Chairman), introduced a new 
process of lights being placed on the microphones in the audience.  The lights are there to alert the Basileus that 
someone is waiting to speak at the microphone.  The first soror at the microphone is to turn the light on and the last soror 
to leave the microphone is to turn the light off.  Soror Angela Price demonstrated this process.  Soror Merritte stated that 
the lights are a little small, but this is phase one.  She asked that we handle the lights gently.  Soror Penn announced that 
Soror Angela Price is the new Co-Chairman of the Logistics Committee.  Soror Penn also commented that many times 
sorors are standing near the microphone and she is unable to tell if someone wants to speak.  So, this will help facilitate 
the meeting.  The previous Co-Chairman, Shundra Williams was promoted on her job and moved out of town.    
 
Boule Updates:   Soror Penn gave the report for Soror Diedra Fontaine, General Chairman of Boule.  Soror Fontaine’s 
daughter, Soror Courtney Fontaine will be graduating this weekend from Texas Tech University.  Soror Penn stated that 
an eBlast has gone out with Boule Attire details; Soror Elnora Flewellen, Chairman of Boule Attire is here for further 
clarification.   
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Date Time of 
Day 

Theme/Occasion Attire Accents 

Friday, July 6th All Day  Black Bling Shirt with 
Black Slacks or Skirt 

Green Bandana 

Saturday, July 7th Daytime Sisterhood and Service Day Boule Service Shirt 
(Distributed in 
Registration Kit) with 
Black Slacks or Skirt.   

 

Evening Experience Houston on 
Discovery Green 

Casual College 
Paraphernalia 

 

Sunday, July 8th Morning  Ivy Beyond the Wall and 
Honorary Members 
Induction 

Ritual White   

Afternoon  Ritual White Apple Green Cluster 
Flower (can purchase 
any apple green 
flower) 

Monday, July 9th Day First Plenary Session-  
Launching New Dimensions 
Scarf Day 

Pink Scalloped Edged 
Blazer with White Top 
and Bottom 

Launching New 
Dimensions Scarf  

Evening Cowgirl Chic Pink Western Vest with 
Fringe and White 
Bottoms  

 

Tuesday, July 10th All Day Pink and Green Day Pink and Green 
Shawl/Poncho with 
White Top and White 
Bottom 

 

Wednesday, July 11th All Day Learning and Development 
Day 

Flowing Green AKA 
Blouse with Black 
Bottoms 

 

Thursday, July 12th All Day Final Plenary Session-Blast 
Off Day 

Appropriate Business 
Attire 

 

 
If you did not purchase the Boule Attire, you can still participate; In this case, the committee is asking that you wear similar 
colors as the outfits for each of those days.  Please keep watching for eBlast updates.   
 
Question:  Soror Darlene Johnson, asked if this information was written somewhere?  Soror Penn responded that it is in 
the eBlast that came out at 1:33 a.m. and we will send it out again. 
 
Fine Arts:  Soror Eugenia Cain, Chairman.  She stated that it is good to work with fantastic co-chairmen, Soror Alfredia 
Henry and Soror Ruth Robbins and Soror Fennoyee Thomas.   They worked very diligently to bring the opportunity to see 
Alvin Ailey Dance Troupe.  Soror Thomas, thanked everyone for their support of the fine arts activities for the past few 
months.  She stated they were overwhelmed by our support and enthusiasm of the Alvin Dance Theater Concert held on 
March 16th at the Jones Performance Hall.  A total of 178 tickets were sold through the Ticketron committee and some last 
minutes tickets were sold through the Society for Performing Arts.  We were pleased and grateful to the Society for 
providing complimentary tickets for our former Supreme Basilei, Soror Mattelia Grays and Soror Faye B. Bryant, Soror 
Grays’ Husband (guest), Soror Polly Turner and Soror Gwen Brinkley.  The committee looks forward to more activities 
and events such as volunteering at the Nutcracker Market and attending the Museum of Fine Arts.  We are working on a 
special event that will remain unannounced.   
 
ASCEND Program Target:  Soror Cherise Story, Anti-Basileus, reported on the ASCEND Summit - A PowerPoint of the 
ASCEND Summit was viewed.  This event was sponsored by our $16,000 Dow Promise Grant from The Dow Chemical 
Company.  There were 179 ASCEND student participants. We had (8) Alpha Kappa Alpha Chapters in Southeast Texas 
Cluster that brought their ASCEND students.  We had (10) schools and other organizations from the Houston Metropolitan 
Area to also participate.  The Summit hit three of the Launching New Dimensions of Service Targets:  ASCEND, NAMI 
and Think HBCU.  We had 115 undergraduate sorors and MIP candidates that participated.  The summit served as the 
service project for the MIP candidates for Gamma Psi and Epsilon Lambda.  There was also a College Life Forum for the 
sponsors and parents that several undergraduate sorors participated on as panelist.  There were 22 volunteers from DOW 
Chemical Company and 50 sorors volunteer on the night before the event or the day of to help prepare.  Participants 
received backpacks with the ASCEND and DOW Chemical Company logos and were filled with many goodies.  The Jack 
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Yates Marching Band gave a rousing performance as they lead the participants from the cafeteria into the auditorium.  
There were 6 workshops:  Entrepreneurship and Design, Personal Branding, College Readiness, Maritime Careers, 
Finance/Banking, and a STEM activity on Heat Transfer. Breakfast and Lunch was served.  In the closing session (10) 
students were the winners of the door prizes.  All participants were asked to register for the Think HBCU Expo that will be 
held at the Boule.  Soror Story asked that all sorors that participated in the summit to stand.  She stated she wanted to 
show appreciation for making this a highly successful event.  She gave a special thank you the steering Committee 
Chairman, Soror Beverly Marlin, Co-Chairmen Sorors Tamara Cubit, Lucy Bremond, Brittany Des Vignes and Gloria 
Williams.   
 
Soror Beverly Marlin stated that there were 27 committees all working together to pull off this summit; late late night calls 
and late sub-committee meetings.  She also commended the Decorations Committee who did an outstanding job. She 
thanked everyone who assisted with this event and to those who made sure that the building was left in a better way.  She 
gave a special thanks to Soror Cherise Story and Tamera Cubit for getting the Yates Marching Band to come out and for 
their leadership.  She also thanked the Co-Chairmen.  She thanked soror Penn for her support.  Soror Marlin gave thanks 
for the opportunity to serve and to support the students at Jack Yates and the surrounding communities.   
Soror Story stated there will be an additional DOW Volunteer Engagement to pack up the Hazel Young library at Jack 
Yates on June 29th, so they can move into their new facility. 
 
Soror Cherise Story, Anti-Basileus, reported on the ASCEND Graduation.  The ASCEND program ended May 5th, 2018.  
Fourteen students participated in the ASCEND Graduation from Cycle 4 and the Culmination of the Sorority’s Signature 
Program, Launching New Dimensions of Service.  The Theme was HBCU and the speaker was Mr. Larry Blackmon who 
is a Yates Alumnus and Community Leader.  He spoke on Lion Pride and Beyond.  Participants received a graduation 
certificate, gift bags, and the graduates that were seniors received a ballpoint pen engraved with ASCEND, Jack Yates 
and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter.  Community Service Certificates were given for 
projects that they participated.  Four students with the highest attendance in the ASCEND program this year received 
Laptops, Microsoft Office Software and Laptop bags. The laptops were funded by DOW Chemical Company.  A reception 
followed.  Soror Story asked for all sorors to stand and be recognized that participated in any way in ASCEND Cycle 4.  
She gave a big thank you to those sorors.  She also asked sorors to stand and be recognized who participated in any 
ASCEND Cycle 1-Cycle 4.  She gave a special thank you to Soror Karen Aubrey who led the start of this program from 
Cycle 1- Cycle 2 ½.    
 
Sisterly Relations:  Soror Charvela Fearon, Chairman, reported the committee is introducing the Treasured Secret Soror 
Activity. On each table is a participant Favorite Items Form to be completed and returned.  The form will list the guidelines 
and suggested gift ideas.  In June the legacy parade will be held.  Soror Fearon read a poem titled my perfect sister.  
Question:  Soror Darlene Johnson asked if the participant Favorite Items Form is supposed to list our name.  she stated 
there is no line for the name.  Soror Penn responded, yes, the name is needed so the committee will know who the form is 
from.  
 
Archives:  Soror Donna Miles, Historian and Committee Chairman, introduced the Co-Chairmen Charmaine Miles and 
DiAnn Robinson. The committee is working to help the 68th Boule Exhibit Committee, led by Soror Brenda Peters-Chase, 
Chairman.  They are working with two libraries that will stage exhibits highlighting members of the past and present 
directorate who are from Chapters in the Southeast Cluster.  Soror Miles is asking each chapter member for any items 
they have from the decade of our chartering or any items of charter member from the 1920’s on up through 2018.  She 
mentioned that the committee co-chairmen will be at the back of the room if anyone has any information on items that can 
be used.  The committee presented a slide presentation, “Alpha Kappa Omega Chapter Through the Decades”.  Prizes 
were given to sorors who could give a history fact relevant to any event that is known about the chapter through the 
decades.     
 
Bylaws:  Soror Karen Grays, Chairman, asked the Bylaws Committee panel and scribes to come to the front of the stage.  
Soror Grays stated the Bylaws Committee was tasked with the responsibility to review the chapter Bylaws for considering 
any additions and or revisions which may be necessary.  The committee was also charged with preparing and revising the 
Bylaws and provide the membership with the detail guidelines for accomplishing our responsibilities and proper protocol.  
The committee also shall provide and assure that all members maintain and strive for meaningful, continuous 
development to enhance the learning environment of all members.  The current Bylaws were adopted in 2015.  Based on 
a review of our chapter Bylaws conducted in 2017 by the South Central Region Parliamentarian.  In September 2017 the 
committee did the following:   
 Reviewed the current Bylaws  
 Included the adopted amendments from the Boule of 2016 
 Included suggested updates from the South Central Region Parliamentarian 
 Received and reviewed proposed amendments from the membership    
 Identified additional suggested revisions to include alignment with our national documents.   
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Soror Grays stated that today’s report is a culmination of 1-year and a half of work for the members of the Bylaws 
committee.  Our rule of engagement for today will be a panel format.  All members present have a copy of the proposed 
Bylaws.  A condensed version is also included in the packet.  All new proposed language is underlined.  All proposed 
deleted language has a strikethrough.  The panel are members of the Bylaws Committee and they will assist with 
addressing any questions or concerns at the end of the presentation.  The Bylaws Secretary is Soror Pippa Brown-
Andrews and she serves as the official secretary of the committee and will serve as the scribe to capture comments for 
further review by the committee.  Hold all questions and comments until the end of the presentation.  There are index 
cards on each table for notes, comments or questions.  She asked that names and phone numbers be placed on the 
cards in case the committee has any questions.  Today is the 1st reading of the 30 proposed amendments.  The proposed 
amendment along with the rationale will be read.  The 2nd reading will be presented at the June meeting.  The Nominating 
Committee will conduct the voting process.  All proposed amendments will require a 2/3 affirmative vote except for those 
adopted at the 2016 Boule.  Soror Grays proceeded to read the proposed language for each amendment.   
  

Amendment 
# 

Comments Comment by 
Soror: 

19 o The Bylaws Committee did a tremendous job and was long overdue.  
o Need to indicate (3) business days. 

Courtney Brown 

18 You state, the Anti-Tamiouchos serves in absence of Tamiouchos but the Anti-
Tamiouchos shall not have banker signature authority.  How can you assume 
the duties if you can’t sign the check.   

Angela Williams 

19 If transfer information comes by US Mail, The Tamiouchos does not always 
receive the notification from the corporate office about the completion of 
reactivated and transferred sorors. The Pecunious Grammateus also receives 
this information from the corporate office.  It may not get to the right place in the 
3 days.   

Angela Williams 

21 Dues per our constitution are due January 1 not the 3rd Saturday in January and 
are late on February 1.  I think this is as written is in conflict of the constitution.   

Angela Williams 

21 The currently the financial officers have 14 days to process dues.  If the 3rd 
Saturday is used there may be less than 14 to process all dues.  The Pecunious 
grammateus has 7 days and the Tamiouchos has 7 days.  The due date would 
have passed after the check is cleared.     

Monica Baynard 

21 Due Date should be reconsidered and take into consideration the financial team.     Glenniece Stewart 

1 Those sorors who’s dues were paid late in 2017 should have something in their 
file to prevent a break in years of service years.  A mechanism should be in 
place to keep up with this.  

Glenniece Stewart 

18 Signature Authority.  Need 3rd signature. Glenniece Stewart 

19 3 Business days is needed. Glenniece Stewart 

22 Should this include the Basileus as well?  The Chapter Basileus is not required 
to pay dues the years that she is serving. Also, for new graduates does this 
mean chapter dues or hostess fees?  We need to be specific about what 
considerations. 

Glenniece Stewart 

28 "Please Define Chapter Experience.”  "Experience" is a generalized term and 
difficult to define.  What does the 4 years mean?"  Do you mean years of 
membership?  

Bonnie Word 

25/26 Point G says they have equal rank, but the Anti-Basileus of Programing will 
assume the duties of the Basileus.  Then the Anti-Basileus of Operations will 
assume the duties of the Basileus and the Anti-Basileus of Programming.  They 
cannot have the same rank if one falls underneath the other.   

Courtney Brown 

 
A question was asked if the comments could be emailed and if so when would they be due.  Soror Grays responded any 
emailed comments are due by Monday.  Soror Grays thanked everyone for their comments.  She also asked all members 
of the Bylaws Committee to stand to be recognized.   
 
Soror Penn thanked the Bylaws Committee for the mountain of work that has been done.  She encourages sorors to 
review the language, review the changes and the rationales.  Based on the size of our chapter and the needs of our 
chapter we have added extra officer positions (the Anti-Epistoleus, Anti-Tamiouchos, the extra Members-at-Large and the 
Anti-Basileus of Operations.  With regards to the word “Rank”, for the Anti-Basileus positions, the intent was to show that 
neither reports to the other.  They will also have differently defined duties.  Soror Penn said, when we are a chapter at the 
size that we are, it is much more than providing service to all mankind, and it is about the administration and business 
aspect of keeping this chapter intact.  Soror Penn also thanked Soror Grays for a fabulous job and kept us on task!  Soror 
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Penn reiterated that when voting on the Bylaws it will have to be 2/3 of the votes cast and the online scantron machine is 
set up for that process.  It will let us know how many votes were cast and of those votes which ones had and affirmative 
yes and if they were 2/3 of the votes.    
 
Membership:  Soror Wondy Weston, Chairman, reported that the purpose of the last meeting was to plan the chapter 
retreat.  There are three proposed dates, are September 8th, September 29th and October 6th.  Members present were 
able to sign up for the various committees.  They discussed the possibility to partner with the Sisterly Relations Committee 
and the Sadie Hawkins Dance the night before the chapter retreat.  The committee is looking to stay in line with what is 
expected of the committee as well what other chapters are doing in the region.  The goal is to bring some relief or 
incentives when it comes to paying chapter dues.  Soror Weston encouraged all committee members to attend the 
meeting; the committee is 300 plus strong but very few attend the meeting.  If you do not attend, your voice can not be 
heard and we will have a few making decisions for 800 plus members.  She looks forward to seeing more members at the 
June meeting.   
 
Fiscal Responsibility Program Target:   Christina Allen Crowder, Chairman, stated one of the wonderful things about 
Alpha Kappa Omega is the diversity among our sorors; we have different ages, industries and professions represented 
and income levels.   For those interested in saving more money, please visit the Fiscal Responsibility Coupon table.  Feel 
free to take whatever you would like.  We are doing this because we have different ideas about how to reach the 
membership and creative ways to save money.  Soror Nedra Clem Jackson gave facts regarding home mortgages:  1) 
You must have a job.   2)  Choose a home that priced no more than four times your annual income.  3)  The 30 year fixed 
rate loan is now 4%.  4)  Your credit score should be 789 or better. If it is less, you may have to put more money down.  5)  
No Leans.  The mortgage company will work with you if you have a bankruptcy 6) A background check will be done.   
Soror Clems Jackson stated that when purchasing a home, you will need a good realtor, mortgage company, and 
appraiser.    
 
Spa Day:   Soror Piere Mitchell, Chairman, reported a full service Spa Day would be held at Fiori Spa on August 11th.  
Fiori will offer 14 treatment rooms at a time for various services.  She encouraged sorors to start thinking about planning 
your time to relax.  Each soror will be responsible for your own reservations directly to the spa.  A link will be sent with 
availability, treatment options, prices, food options and directions to the spa.  She encouraged all to visit the website:  
Fiorispa.com to view what the spa has to offer.  The booking is not open at this time but will be sent out via eBlast.  Fiori 
Spa is located at 2613 Potomac Drive and Westheimer in the Galleria area.  The committee will also hold a second Spa 
Day, for those that are not interested in a full service experience, at Gossip & Co.  Nail Spa on September 22nd or 
September 29th pending the Alpha Kappa Omega calendar.  More information to come.  There were over 280 
respondents to the Spa Day survey that was sent out.    
 
Chapter Website Design:  Soror Barbara McFarland, Chairman announced the Co-Chairman is Soror Jerrika Hall.  She 
stated the Basileus has asked the committee to give the Alpha Kappa Omega Website a complete makeover.  The plan is 
to redesign the site to assure a better experience for all sorors and visitors.  Our common goal it to create a website that 
vividly reflects the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. brand and showcase the brilliant sorors making an impact in the 
Houston Metropolitan Community.  Phase one includes the new design, theme and homepage before the boule in July.  
The overall project is planned to work with the Alpha Kappa Omega App which is forthcoming.   
 
Health Program Target:  Soror Pamela Cormier, Chairman extended a thank you to the Health Committee Members.  
She also asked Co-Chairman, Cheryl Duncan and the Committee Members to stand and be recognized.  The committee 
has been very busy all year.  On April 14th, the committee held the NAMI Impact Day with the ASCEND Summit.  On May 
5th, the committee along with partners Xi Alpha Omega, Tau Zeta Omega, Gamma Psi and Epsilon Lambda, participated 
in the NAMI Walk at Sam Houston Park where Soror Catherine Blackwell-Garner served as the Event Chairman.  The 
committee will present NAMI with a check totaling $2365.00.   All those funds came directly from team Alpha Kappa 
Omega and $700 of those funds raised from the Raffle at the April Sorority Meeting.  There were also several In-Kind 
Donations.  Soror Cormier announced that May is Stroke Awareness Month.  She stated all should have received each 
week regarding stroke.  F-Facial drooping, A-Arm weakness, S-Speech that is slurred, T-Time is of the essence.  If 
anyone is exhibiting any of those symptoms call 911.   
 
Soror Rhonda Jordon stated that knowledge is power and power saves lives.  A stroke kills over 800,000 people a year 
and is the #5 cause of death.  It is also a leading cause of serious long-term disability.  She educated on the symptoms of 
a Stroke and explained the importance of calling 911 immediately if symptoms arise.  The difference between a Stroke 
and a TIA; with a TIA the symptoms are temporary, with a Stroke, blood flow to the brain is lost and those brain cells die.  
Whatever part of the brain that dies from loss of blood, the function of that correlating part of the body is affected.  She 
asked everyone to find someone and ask them to smile (with teeth showing).  If someone is having a stroke part of their 
smile will droop.  Then you ask them to hold up their arms in front of them and close their eyes; if one of theirs arms is 
drooping that is a sign that they have had or is having a stroke.  Soror Jordon then asked everyone to say “You can’t 



Page 9 of 10 

teach and old dog new tricks”.  Having difficulty saying those words is a sign that they have had or is having a stroke.   If 
the signs are temporary or resolved in five minutes that is a sign they had a TIA.  However, a TIA is a warning sign before 
having Stroke, and still needs to seek immediate attention.  When calling 911, let them know that you or a loved one is 
showing signs of a stroke; a neurologist will be on the ambulance to determine if you need treatment for a stroke.  If 
treatment is received as soon as possible there will can be a reduced or an elimination of residual symptoms.  She asked 
that everyone listen to their body and do whatever they can to prevent stroke.   
 
Soror Kim Topps reported on the Longest Day, which will be held on Thursday, June 21, 2017 at the Fountain of Life 
Center located at 14083 Main Street at Chimney Rock. The event times are 11a.m -1p.m. or 6p.m. -8:30p.m.  The 
committee will be partnering with the Rho Beta Beta Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., The Fountain of Life 
Center and the Alzheimer’s Association Houston Southeast Texas Chapter.  The purpose of the Longest Day, where 
people across the world will do what they love or what those affected by the disease love to do.  It also is to bring 
awareness to the Alzheimer’s disease and to give information for Care Givers.  Activities will include games, healthy 
cooking demonstrations, Yoga, line dancing, and a light dinner will be served.  There will be chair massages for the 
Alzheimer’s Survivors and Care Givers only.  AARP will provide the educational workshops.  Swag Bags and Door prizes 
will be provided.  Registration can be done at the meeting at the back of the room or go to the registration links listed on 
your packet.   Donations are also being taken today.  If a donation of $25 or more is received before June 5th, a “Longest 
Day” T-Shirt will be received.  Soror Topps asked all the Longest Day Committees Members to stand to be recognized.   
 
Entertainment:  Edwina Johnson, Chairman reported that the committee will bring more social, fun and family activities 
for our chapter.  Upcoming events include: 1) Movie Time – A Medea Family Funeral being held Saturday, August 4, 2018 
for the matinee at the Cinemark Pearland.  Family and friends are invited to attend.  A count will be needed by June 30th 
to reserve the theater.  Two ways to get tickets:  Venmo the Money or at the June Sorority Meeting. Ticket prices are 
$8.43. 2)  Picnic in the Park – It’s A Fall Affair is scheduled for October 2018 and the location and time is to be 
determined.  3)  Pot Luck & Game Night is scheduled for November 3, 2018 and the location and time is to be 
determined.  Soror Angela Williams asked if there is a recap of the New Years Eve Gala?  Soror Johnson responded that 
the wrap up will be done at the June meeting.   
 
Chapter 90th Anniversary Gala:  Soror Joyce Jacquet, Chairman, reported that the 90th Anniversary Gala will be a 
memorable and elegant evening of reflection, dining, and dancing.  She encouraged all to purchase their tickets for the 
event and raffle tickets today.  She also encouraged sorors to purchase an advertisement for the souvenir booklet.   Dr. 
Austin Lane and his wife will MC the event.  Soror Cherise Story reported on the budget for the gala.  She stated there 
has been an impact to the budget since we voted on it in January.  After negotiation with the hotel, Soror JoAnn Brown 
was able to get the food and beverage minimum from $75,000.00 to $60,000.00 with added taxes and gratuities, the 
amount is now $79,950.00. The budget adjustment went from $104,380.00 to 135,380.00.  Offsetting this amount will be 
the sales from the raffle tickets, quilt, invitations and corporate sponsorship.  Soror Bettye Narcisse announced that the 
gala raffle tickets are now ready for sale.  The prizes are:  1) A Roundtrip tickets for two for 6 days/5 nights to Dubai.   
2)  A 55-Inch Television. 3)  An Apple iPad.  The tickets cost (6) for $25 or (1) for $5.  Soror Jacquet asked sorors to save 
the date for the reception being held on October 12, 2018; all attendees of the reception will receive a gift card.   
Action:  Soror Jacquet moved for acceptance of her report and the new budget.  Discussion:  No discussion heard.  Vote 
by Voice:  the motion was approved.    
 
Environmental Ownership-AKA 1908 Playgrounds Program Target:  Soror Lillie Jones, Co-Chairman read the report 
for Soror Una Topps, Chairman, who was unable to speak.  The Playground Mobilization Day – An International 
Community Impact Day on today at the Imani School next door.   The project is to paint Hop Scotch forms on the sidewalk 
in vibrant colors.   
 
It’s All About the Ball Prom Gown Charity Event (Wrap-Up):  Soror Chaney Ledet, Chairman, reported that the 
Ball/Prom event was held on March 31, at Palm Center.  Four Houston ISD schools, Yates, Booker T. Washington, 
Sterling and Kashmere High Schools were chosen to give 56 girls dresses, donated by sorors and the designer Jiovanni.  
Soror Ledet stated Jiovanni donated 196 new dresses.  Highlights from the event include:  Our Liaison, Jasmine 
Simmons, who presented the $45,000.00 donation from Jiovanni.  Soror Ledet gave accolades to the following sorors for 
their wonderful work and talents; Sorors Deneen Ford, Lisa Brooks, Andrea Bonner, Karen Aubrey, Ivy Ricketts, Soror 
Lauren Harris, Rita Smith.  She thanked the Committee, Soror Marsha Penn, Soror Gwendolyn Brinkley, Soror and 
Interim Superintendent of Houston ISD, Grenita Lathan, and Co-Chairman, Soror Sue Livingston-Johnson.   
 
Unfinished Business:  There was no unfinished business.  
 
New Business:  Soror Penn announced that there is a new committee; the Risk Management Committee.  She said that 
we need to be concerned about safety and as a result, create an exit plan for our meetings.  Under the corporate sorority 
guidelines, they are asking us to create a safety plan and an exit plan, should there be an active shooter in our meeting 
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facility.  Soror Vonda Mays has been appointed as the Chairperson of this committee.  She is a project manager for Shell.  
In the month of June, the plan will be announced.  Soror Penn also announced a new communication concept called, 
Chat with the Basileus.  She will stay after the meeting 30 - 45 minutes to address any personal concerns either one-on-
one or with a group.   
 
Announcements:  Soror Brenda Morris Davis, Epistoleus, read a note from the DeBlanc Family thanking the chapter for 
the love and support given during their bereavement.   
 
Open Mic:  1) Soror Darlene Johnson stated that she was nominated by Soror Lillie Lacy, as an honoree for the Top 
Ladies of Distinction, Sugar Valley Chapter.  The event will be June 5th 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.  She is requesting that if anyone 
would like to purchase a ticket, she will be selling tickets to the event for $50.  Soror Penn congratulated Soror Johnson 
on being honored.  2) A soror asked about the Chapter Shirts that were voted upon at the Chapter Retreat.  Soror Penn 
responded that they are still being designed.  3) Soror Rebecca Savoy asked all the May hostesses to meet at the back of 
the room for a photo.   4) A soror announced that the New Years Eve party video would now be played (there were 
technical difficulties with playing the video during the Entertainment Report).   
 
Birthday Recognitions:  Soror Shaquita Rahming-Ripley, Sheryl Robbins and Soror Charlene Robinson made May 
Birthday Recognitions and lead the traditional Birthday song.  Soror Penn lead the singing of the Martin Luther King 
version of the Happy Birthday Song.   
 
Adjournment:  the meeting was adjourned by the Basileus at 2:18 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted By:  
  

                 
                  

  

Pippa Brown-Andrews     Marsha Penn 
2018 Grammateus      2018 Basileus 
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